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My Lords and See, . 464þ 084 

I have called yon together in « conjundtre which demands 
your moſt ſerious attention. * 

In the time of profound — | without pretence of provo- 
_ eation or colour of complaint, the court of France hath not 
forborne to diſturb the public tranquility, in violation of the 
Faith of treaties, and the general rights of ſovereigns, as firſt 
by the clandeſtine, ſupply of arms and other aid to my revolt- 
ed ſubjefts in North America, afterwards by avowing openly 
their ſupport, and entering into formal engagements wich the 
leaders of che rebellion, and at length by committing open 
| hoſtilities. and depredations on my faith | fubje&s, and b 
- 22 invaſion of my dominions in . and the W. 

ICS» 8 

k is, I truſt, unneceflary for me to aſſure you, that the 
ſame care and concern for the happineſs of my people, which 
induced me to endeavour to prevent the calamities of war, 
will make me deſirous to fee a reſtoration of the bleſſings of 
peace, Whenever it can be effected with perfect honour,” and 
"_ ſecurity. to the. rights of t this country. 8 
Vol. XL B In 
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In the mean time, I have not neglected to take the proper 
ant neceſſary meaſures for. diſappointing the malignant de- 
ſigns of our enemies, and alſo for making general repritals ; 
and although my efforts have not been attended with all the 
ſucceſs, which the juſtice of our cauſe, and the vigour of our 
exertions, ſeemed to promiſe, yet the extenſive commerce of 
my ſubje&s has been protected in moſt of its branches, and 
large repriſals have been made upon the injurious aggreſſors, 
by the vigilance of my fleets, and by the active and enter- 
prizing ſpirit of my people. f 
The great armaments of other powers, however friendly 
and ſincere their profeſſions, however juſt and -honourable 
their purpoſes, muſt neceſſarily engage our attention. 

It would have afforded me very great ſatisfaction to have 
informed you, that the conciliatory meaſures, planned by 
the wiſdom and temper of Parliament, had taken the de- 
fired effect, and brought the troubles in North America to a 
happy concluſion. 5 | | 

— this fituation of affairs, the national honour and ſecu- 
rity call ſo loudly upon us for the moſt active exertions, that 
I cannot doubt of your heartieſt concurrence and ſupport. 
From the vigour of your councils, and the conduct and in- 
trepidity of my forces by ſea and land, I hope, under the 
bleffing of God, to derive the means of vindicating and 
maintaining the honour of my crown, and the intereſts of 
my people, againſt all our enemies, | Benth 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 1 165 5 

I will order the proper eſtimates for the ſervice of the en- 
ſuing year to be laid before you; and, when you conſider 
the importance of the objects for which we are contending, 
you will, I doubt not, grant me ſuch ſupplies as you ffiall 
judge neceſſary for the public ſervice, and adequate to the 


pretent emergency. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, . | 
I have, according to the powers veſted in me for that pur- 
poſe, called forth the militia, to aſſiſt in the interior defence 
of this country; and I have, with the greateſt and trueſt ſa- 
tis faction, been myſelf a witneſs of that public ſpirit, that 
ſteady ardour, and that love of their country, which animate 
and unite all ranks of my faithful ſubjects, and which can- 

not fail of making us ſafe at home and reſpected abroad. 
Hon. Mr. Greville moved, that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, to return his Majefty the thanks of. 
this Houſe , for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne ; 
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r Twas | 7 
to acknowledge his Majeſty's paternal regard for the happi-, 
neſs of his people, in his earneſt and uniform endeavours to 
« preſerve the public tranquility; that we cannot but feel con- 
rceeern and regret, that the meaſures taken by his Majefty, for 
£ KT diſappointing theſe hoſtile and malignant deſigns, have not 


been attended with all the ſucceſs, which the juſtice of the 
X cauſe, and the vigour of the exertions, ſeemed to promiſe ; 
that it would have given his faithful Commons the trueſt 
EX happineſs to have received the communication from his Ma- 
jeſty, that the juſt and humane purpoſes of his Majeſty and 
his Parliament, for quieting the minds of his revolted ſub- 
jects, had taken the deſired effect, and had brought the trou- 
bdles in North America to a happy concluſion; to aſſure his 


== Majeſty, that his Majeſty may rely on the hearty and zea- 
lous concurrence and affiſtance of his faithful Commons, in 
enabling his Majefty to make the moſt active and vigorous 
exertions by ſea and land, &c. In ſupport of the motion, 
he ſaid, that the conduct of the colonies had brought this 
country into its preſent divided fituation ; the legal bounds 
of coercion and liberty producing different opinions. | 
Mr. J. Campbell ſeconded the motion, and ſaid, the con- Mr. 7. 
duct of America had made vigorous meaſures neceſſary and Cel. 
; EF unavoidable, and that however different opinions may have 
been, reſpecting America, yet reſpecting France there could 
be but one opinion. 0 | | 
Right hon. T. Town/bend ſaid, in this dangerous criſis he Right hon. 
ſhould have expected to have heard the addreſs moved and T: s- 
ſeconded by gentlemen in reſponſible offices, who could have JO 
told the Houle, in what they were to be unanimous ; but 
{ theſe gentlemen have told nothing, Are we to fight France 
in America? He wiſhed he had ſeen in the ſpeech, whether 
we were to continue armed againſt Spain. Are we to con- 
tinued armed againſt Holland, the ancient ally of this coun- 
try? As he had never expected any great ſucceſs from our 
armaments, he could not expreſs any regret at the diſappoint- 
ment, We are called upon, he ſaid, to unanimouſly com- 
mend the plans, and to blame the execution. He muſt ob- 
ject to the words, *©* the earneſt endeavours to maintain the 
publie tranquility.” Thoſe who began this war with Ame 
rica, he ſaid, were the diſturbers of the public tranquility. 
And he remarked, that the addreſs contained no compliment 
to the militia, the officers of which had been ſcandalouſly 
negleCted ; and to ſuch a dangerous ſituation was this coun+ 
try reduced, that our _— exertions had been made, with- 
f 2 out 
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Mr. Rice. 


Mr. Fox. 
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out procuring any adequate benefit. He concluded, by Wl 
moving an amendment, To aſſure his Majefty, that with 9 


„1 * 


te trueſt zeal for the honour of the Crown, and the warm- 
eſt affection for his Majeſty's perſon and family, we are, 
ready to give the moſt ample ſupport to ſuch meaſures as 
may be thought necelfary for the defence of theſe kingdoms, WW 
or for fruſtrating the deſigns: of that reſtleſs power, which 
has ſo often diſturbed the peace of Europe, but that we think 


it one of our moſt important duties, in the preſent melancho- 


ly poſture of affairs, to enquire. by what fatal councils, or I 
unhappy ſyſtems of policy, this country has been reduced 
from that ſplendid ſituation, which in the early part of his 


Majeſty's reign made her the envy of all Europe, to ſuch a 
dangerous ftatc, as that which has of late called forth our 
utmoſt exertions without any adequate benefit. 


Mr. Rice ſaid, he did not object to an enquiry ; he th ought 3 
it nęceſſary ; but he did not approve of its being included BY 


in the addtets. 


Mr, Fax ſeconded this motion, and ſaid, I riſe Sir in fup- 
port of the amendment made by. my honourable friend, be- 


cauſe I wiſh as much as he does to promote an enquiry into 


the miſconduct and incapacity of the preſent miniſters: I 
know that views of ſucceeding to ſome of the offices now 
filled by the | agar miniſters will be aſſigned as the motiveg 
of my conduct in oppoſing them, but we are now in ſuch a 
ſituation as to make me neglect ſuch confiderations : I think 
myſelf ſo loudly called upon by my duty to my country, 
that I will, freely expoſe my character to public eenſure or 
anmadyerfion while I purſue that line which my duty marks 
out. Nobody is more ſenſible than I am of the neceſſity of 
unanimity at this conjuncture, and I wiſh Thad the oppor- 
tynity. of pppiring a miniſfry with juſtice to this country; 
but that can never be with the preſent ; I know them too well 


ta do ſo, and will as my duty give them every. oppoſition that 


my ſituation, my opportunities, and my talents whatever they 
may be wall enable me: I know that doing ſo will be cal- 


led clogging the wheels of goyertiment at a time when they 


ought to be aſſiſted by every man, but they have reduced 
us to that paradoxical ſituation that I muſt chooſe. of two 
eyils, for they have not left us che power of chooſing any 
good: it is à paradox in fact, and I will take that part 
which appears to me to be, though bad, the beſt; I will 


| conſequently uſe all my abilities to remove the preſent mi- 


piſtry, by uſing every means in my power 19 clog ken in 
3-8 0 


with our ſituation at the beginning of the laſt Frer 
England was then at the height of her happineſs, and] 
ay at the height of ber riches and commeree; all her re- 
bources freſh and untonched, and in the full vigour of 
ſtrength; but at the beginning of this we have been engaged 
ina four years. uſeleſs, expenſive, deſtructive, ruinous, fruits . 
Bleſs war; and now that by a cotnplication of blunders they 
W have: brought us to this point, they call to us for unanimity, 
and defire we ſhould continue them, for that is the object of 
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eie Houſe; to elog them aut of the Houſc, and to clog eve - 
y thing they engage ia while they fill thoſe places which 
hey difgrace; I will do ſa becauſe I think this is leſs rumous 
than to ſubmit any longer to their blundering adminiſtra - 
ion, and their blundering ſyſtem of politics. Acht 


war? 


What is our ſituation at entering into this French war? 


the addreſs, to blunder in a ſecond war as they have done 


F: in the fiſt, - -- 


His Majeſty in his ſpedch'tells you that your efforts have 


not been attended with all the ſucceſs which the juſtice. of our 
cauſe and the yigour. of our exertions ſremed to promiſe; 


The ſpeech is allowed on all hands to be the ſpeech of the 
mihiſter, it is parliamentary to conſider it fo, ' and I will tell 


the noble Lord that that is not fe, that it is not faundad, and 


that the ſpeech is FALSE ; that you had more ſucceſs than 


you deſerved, and that you ought to be happy at the iſſue 


of your exertions, and contented that things are no worle z 


| you have had every ſuoceſs that could be expected from the 
| meaſures of the nable Lord and more, for you have eſcaped: 


your fleet was ſent out under your brave and able commander 
Admiral Keppel, twenty fail only to meet thirty ſhips of the 
line, that fleet on which your exiſtence depended and which 
alone ſtood between you and an invaſion; the noble Lord gave 
every chance of its beiag deftroyed by inequality in numbers, 
and your navy at one blow totally ruined; - it eſcaped ; that 
could never have been expected. Monſ. d' Eſtaing left Tou- 
lon and went into the Mediterranean; when his deſtination 


go out again, and to proceed with the treaty and the French 


ambaſſador on board which the noble Lord well knew; he 


had a paſſage uncommonly bad acroſs the Atlantic, and ſo 
you eſcaped in America; that could not have been expected. 
Admiral Byron was ſent out to America at ſuch a time that 
it was barely poſſihle he ſhould arrive in time $0 — that 

rave 


I may E 


was no longer doubtful, no fleet was fent after him to where 
he might have been effectually ſtopped; he was ſuffered to 


8 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. = 
brave and excellent commander the noble Lord whom I am 
happy to ſee now in his place; by his conduct he was able 
to preſerve the fleet under his command ſuch as it was, and 
it eſcaped; that could not have been expected. I ſay there- 
fore that you have had better iſſue in way quarter than 
could poffibly have been hoped for or expected, and that con- 
ſequently the ſpeech not only aſſerts a falſehood, but throws WY 
a falſe, unjuſt, illiberal cenſure upon his Majeſty's ſervants 
the commanders employed in the ſervice of the Crown, which 
ought alone to fall upon the miniſt xp. 0 
What does the ſpeech ſay next? Ar ye that the commiſ- 
fioners ſent out to America have been . equally cenſurable in 
not executing the PLANS of PARLIAMENT ; what 
were thoſe plans of Parliament, for I never heard of them 
before in this Houſe !! what, that the commiſſioners ſhould 
be ſent out in the dark as to every thing intended, was that 
the plan of Parliament ?---That General Clinton ' ſhould 
leave Philadelphia without their having two hours warning 
and that diſtryſt ſhould be ſaddled * the moment of 
their arrival, was that the plan of Parliament ?--- That they 
ſhould offer terms of reconciliation equally degrading to this 
country and unlikely to be liſtened to by Congreſs, was that 
the plan of Parliament? I never heard of thoſe plans before, 
and I now diſclaim all ſhare in them if there were any of | 
that kind: Parliament formed no plans, but the miniftry 
did, and we ſee what they were; and the ſpeech is a LIBEL 
upon Parliament when it attributes to us ſuch pitiful plans, 
the ſpeech is ſlanderous and libellous in calling them plans of 
Paahament, - 3c bog 0nd bon REF? 
Ol all the commanders employed by the preſent miniſtry, 
of all the officers who have ſerved under them, let me. aſk | 
where there is one ho has not quarrelled with them and left 
them in diſguſt ? In what ſingle inftance have the miniſtry 
ſucceeded ? And no miniſtry was ever uniformly unſucceſs- 
ful that did not plan. unwiſely : but there 1s a ſp:ir:t of diſcord 
among them that fruſtrates every thing; the moment any 
perſon is appointed to a command, from that moment the 
miniftry ſet themſelves againſt him, from that moment he is 
counteracted and at laft forced to throw it up; happy if he 
can retire from their ſervice before his reputation is loſt in 
thoſe expeditions which they firſt abſurdly plan in the teeth 
of every difficulty, and afterwards will not ſuffer to be exe- 
cuted. There is a ſpir#.of diſcord in the conſtitution of the 
preſent miniſtry which muſt ever have the ſame effect, - 
4 | g or 
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Nrever prevent any thing ſucceeding under their hands: 
Mat ſpirit of diſcord in the miniſtries of this country has 
Mea the characteriſtic of the preſent reign, but it never 
* oriſhed in greater perfection than at preſent-;; the mini- 
*Y y of to-day have exceeded all that went before them in 
it reſpect; it has pervaded every branch of the ſervice 
me country, and weak and diſunited among themſelves, 
siointed and torn aſunder, they _—_ at oppoſition and 
lil upon us for unanimity. His late Majeſty was not one 
r thoſe princes whom hiftory dignifies with the title of 
erro, yet this country never was at a higher pitch of glory 
$a during the latter part of his reign ; becauſe it was go- 
Perned by a miniftry ſo formed as to have in its conſtitution 
hc principles of ſucceſs, and forming one entire whole ; a 
iniſtry who knew the intereſts of their country, who were 
nanimous in the cabinet, uniting in themſelves thoſe cir- 
mſtances which point out the proper natural ariſtocracy 


10 e this country, and ſupported by the confidence of the na- 
— ion. What a melancholy contraſt does the ſituation of the 
„ mpire under that miniſtry form with the preſent, how will 
J appear under the pen of ſome future hiſtorian, equal to 


Whole of the preſent day if any ſuch ſhall hereafter ariſe, 
whoſe ſubject ſhall be, not the glory, but the fall of the 
Britiſh empire. Have the miniſters no regard to the fame 
f a maſter who has ſacrificed every thing to their emolument 
r ambition? Will they entail infamy upon his name after 
having robbed him of half his people? Inſtead of being ce- 
ebrated for thoſe virtues and abilities which have extri- 
ated ſtates from dangerous convulſions, how will it ſcar 
he eye-balls of the Prince to ſee the decline of his empire 
lated from his acceſſion, and its fall completed within his 
ingle reign! His private virtues will in the lapſe of time 
de forgotten or overlooked, the character of the man will be 
oſt in the character of the monarch, and he will be marked 
nd handed down to the lateſt poſterity as the loſer of his 
mpare, ' * 100 ace e RO a ER | 
His Majeſty in the ſpeech takes a great deal of pains and 
aſes a great deal of labour to ſhew that there is good cauſe 
or arming -againſt France; his Majeſty might have been 
aved that trouble there is cauſe and cauſe enough to go to 
ar with France, there was cauſe long enough ago; and that 
orreſpondence with America which the ſpeech calls clande- 
ine has been known years to every one of his ſubjects, 
hen was it the miniſtry in their penetration found out this 
clandeſtine 


| 
t 
. 
: 
; 


— - . . * * 3 ts. - . - 2 ” 18 « Wer, , — — 
—. — . w v ]⁵Vuwn , ̃ , . TED 6 0 nos 
- * 
. 


n nn . + * * 3 — 
r re rr IG! ot YO A gt ALY 6 ence 
y * 1 
- C 2 * 


13 


World at once, and yet yu hear mot a word of any ally or a 


fares which the preſent miniſters are to adviſe and direct. 


that there were thirty - five fail of ſhips then ready and ſeven 3 


or if chey will ſay that it was not falſe and that the other ical 
went to different ſtations, which I do not believe, then wall 


They ſtated your fleet then to be infinitely ſuperior to that of 


withſtanding our ſuperiority in every quarter, the noble Lo 


it to the fleet of France. But the whole of their conduct i 1 
well known to the world: muſt I mention the ſending of a _ 5 


N 
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elandeſtitte correſpondence 2 but now that they acknowledeil 
it is neceſſary to go to war with France what power have v 
to aſſiſt us? I ſee none mentioned, I hear of no alliance 
there ãs: no man Who has a higher opinion of the ſpirit or e. 
fources of this nation than I have; but you cannot enter int 
a new war alone, this nation is not able to fight the who 


any ſupport: this one cireumſtance if there were no other 
is ſuch-a-damning proof of the incapacity and inability o 
the ꝓreſent miniſtry that I never will give my vote to an ad- 
drefs which. pledges this Hauſe for the ſupport of future mea. 


Look what your ſituation is now and what it was at thi 4 
time laſt year: what did the miniſters then ſay and what have 
they ſinoe done ? they told you in the month of November 


more in great forwardneſs, to be fit for ſea in the month o 
December; now this account muſt have been falſe for io 
March you had only twelve ſent to America with Admiral 
Byron and Mr. Keppel had only twenty; that makes thirty - 
wo anh, ten ſhort of the r they themſelves ſtated u 
you, ſo that the account given in then muſt have heen 7% 


the admiralty fitting idle from November till March without 


putting one more ſhip in forwardneſs for more than three 


months, during which time France was employed ſolely uM 
fitting out fleets in all quarters ſuch as the never had before, 


France, or of Spain, ſuperior to them both together, bu 
ſuſtuiteſy ſuperior to either of them ſeparately ; that you wen 
iMinitely ſuperior to them on every ftation : and yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this ſuperiority at home and abroad, Mr. Keppel 
was feat out with only twenty ſail to meet chirty ſhips of 
the enemy, and every poſhble chance given them ef being 
23 3 notwithſtanding our ſuperiority and forwardneß 
Mr. Byron was not ſent after Monſieur D*Eftaing (who 
went out the 13th of April) until the Sth of May: : and not. 


Who commanded in America yas left without reinforce 
ment, without even notice of the motions of the French, vi 
fall a prey if fortune and his o]n conduct had not prevent« 


177% A. 1778. nr 

vledg of tranſports into the Delaware after Philadelphia had been 
ve w evacuated, a fleet upon which the exiſtence of the army de- 
ance {pended and which nothing but the moſt extraordinary acci- 
or re dent could have ſaved; need J mention the abandoning 
r into Philadelphia the taking and keeping of which had coſt ſo 
who much but indeed I will give ſome degree of merit to that as 


or of far as it was undoing what had been done, thoſe are the only 
othe = meaſures in which the yr Tang ever had my approbation— 
ty o yet if it was to be done Sir why did not the Commiſſioners 


n ad know it? why were they ſent out in 1gnorance and expoſed as 
mea- wanting the confidence of their employers ? on the moment 
f. of their appearance they were landed among the people with 
t ti whom they were to enter into a negociation of mutual faith 
hay with the ſeal of ſuſpicion fixed upon their commiſſion : here 
INDE again broke out the ſpirit of the adminiſtration, that ſpirit of 
(ever diſcord which we never loſe fight of; what opinion after this 


th oi muſt America have of the Commiſſioners ? how were they to 
or ig venture to treat with them? There was only one of the Com- 
nir miſſioners who could have had the ear of the people in 


ty America, he alone of the Commiſſioners had been their 
xd e friend in Great Britain, he was acquainted with the temper 
aiſe of the province of Penſylvania, he built his hopes in going 
teu out alone upon the temper of that province and the moment 
Wang he was landed you left it, you carried him away with you, 
hou and left thoſe who were ill-judged enough to be your friends 
hre to fall an undefended ſacrifice for their attachment : there 
Du again the ſpirit of diſtruſt and diſcord appeared; no ſteps 
ore were ſuffered to be taken towards, a reconciliation ; no plan 
to was formed no hopes conceived in any fide except the hopes 
but by amuſing the Houſe to get over the ſeſſion here at home. 

How all the ſchemes of the miniſtry have been formed judge 
ich. from their ſue, but look for a minute how critically ill- 
ppe timed has been every attempt: terms of reconciliation were 
* offered, when? at a time when you had been baffled, at a 
mig time when you were ſubdued, at a time when they had or- 


” dered your army into ſuch a fituation that it was obliged to 
7 capitulate: that was a moment to be choſen to offer terms! 
i but look back to what the noble Lord has told you himſelf, 


he always intended a reconciliation, he always looked after a 
peace and kept it in view, did he then engage you in 
a civil war with your brethren in America till he ſhould 
be tired of an active ſcene of adminiftration ? where was the 
uſe of entering into a war for a peace which you had offer- 
ed to you without it? but he will tell you, no, it was to 
Vol. XI. C f 3 
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find the beſt time to make your peace to find the beſt mo- 4 


ment to propoſe your terms, he looked for that moment, he 
was on the watch for ſuch a moment, and you ſee the glo- 


rious golden opportunity he fixed upon for the deliberate ex- 
ecution of a concerted plan : Good God Sir are theſe hands | 


into which you will truſt the fate of your empire, who can 
liſten to ſuch facts without indignation and contempt of ſuch 
a ininiſtry, and what man will join in an addreſs to keep mi- 
niſters in office who are capable of ſuch miſmanagement, 


and ſuch plans of operation for a war? 3 
I am ſorry I have again turned my eyes to the buſineſs of | 
Saratoga; the ftate of that army is a —— fight; lan- 
egen under the power of a ſet of men who have violated il 


every idea of public faith: I muſt take this opportunity to 
ſay that I think the conduct of the Congreſs is blameable in 
the higheſt, and that they have departed from every principle 

that ought to bind men, in the caſe of that army: but I will 
no longer dwell on what is paft, I will look to the future: I 


have done with detail, and with the permiſſion of the Houſe 
I will in a few words give my general idea of the war which 
we are now to engage in. | 
You have now two wars before you of which you muſt 
chuſe one, for both you cannot ſupport; the war againſt 
America has been hitherto carried on againſt her alone un- 
aſſiſted by any ally whatever; notwithſtanding ſhe ſtood 
alone, you have been obliged uniformly to encreaſe your 
exertions and to puſh your efforts in the end to the extent 
of your power, without being able to bring it to any iſſue ; 
you have exerted all your force hitherto without effect, and 
ou cannot now divide a force found already inadequate to 
its object: my opinion is for withdrawing your forces from 
America entirely, for a defenſive war you never can think 
of there of any ſort: a defenſive war would ruin this na- 
tion at any time and in any circumſtances ; offenſive war 
is pointed out as proper for this country, our ſituation points 
it out, and the ſpirit of the nation impels us to attack ra- 
ther than defence, attack France then for ſhe is your ob- 


ject: the nature of the wars is quite different; the war 
againſt America is againſt your own countrymen, you have 


ſtopped me from ſaying your fellow ſubjects, that againſt 
France is againſt 2 inveterate enemy and rival: 2 


blow you ſtrike in America is againſt yourſelves, it is again 


all idea of reconciliation and againſt your own intereſt 
though you ſhould be able, as you never will, to force 
them 
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tnem to ſubmit; every ftroke againſt France is of advan- 
rage to you, the more you lower the ſcale in which France 


Cr even your victories over America are in favour of France 
from what they muſt coſt ny in men and money, your 
victories over France will felt by her ally; America 


— wuſt be conquered in France, France never can be con- 

* auered in America. The war of the Americans is a war 
of of paſſion; it is of ſuch a nature as to be ſupported by the moſt 
n. powerful virtues, love of liberty and of their country, and 
ted and at the ſame time by thoſe paſſions in the human heart 
to which give courage, ſtrength, and perſeverance to man; 
in tbe ſpirit of revenge for the injuries you have done them, 
dle of retalliation for the hardſhips inflicted on them, and 
in Nof oppoſition to the unjuſt powers you would have exer- 
19 ciſed over them; every thing combines to animate them to 
fo this war, and ſuch a war is without end, for whatever ob- 


ſtinacy enthuſiaſm ever inſpired man with, you will now 


ch find it in America; no matter what gives birth to that en- 
a thuſiaſm, whether the name of religion or of liberty, the 
. effects are the ſame; it inſpires a ſpirit that is unconquer- 
able and ſolicitous to undergo difficulty, danger and hardſhip ; 
N and as long as there is a man in America, a being formed 
ſuch as we are, you will have him preſent himſelf againſt 
80 you in the field. The war of France is of another ſort; the 
15 war of France is a war of intereſt, it was her intereſt firſt 
a induced her to engage in it, and it is by that intereſt that 
8 ſhe will meaſure its continuance; turn your face at once 
# againſt her, attack her wherever ſhe is expoſed, cruſh her 
K commerce wherever you can, make her feel heavy and im- 

mediate diſtreſs throughout the nation, the people will ſoon 
5 cry out to their government: whilſt the advantages ſhe 
: promiſes herſelf are remote and uncertain. inflit preſent 
: evils and diſtreſſes upon her ſubjeCts, the people will become 


diſcontented and clamorous, ſhe will find it a bad bargain 
having entered into this buſineſs, and you will force her to 
deſert an ally that brings ſo much trouble, and diſtreſs, and 
misfortune, the advantages of whoſe alliance may never 
take effect, or if they ſhould ſubze& always to diſturbance 
from this country which it always ought to be, and which I 
know you are able to give if you once get your hands clear 
of America. What is become of the ancient ſpirit of this 
nation? where is that national ſpirit that ever did honour to 


C 2 this 
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Y Jays in the balance the more your own riſes, and the more 
the Americans will be detached from her as uſeleſs to them: 


Il 
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to France, and do not dare to ſtir in your own defence; but 


Lord George 
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this country? have the preſent miniſters ſpent that too with 
almoſt the laſt ſhilling of your money? Are chey not aſham- 
ed of the temporizing conduct they have uſed towards 
France? Her correſpondence with America has been clan- 
deſtine, compare that with their conduct towards Rolland 
ſometime ago—but it is the characteriſtic of little minds 
to exact in little things, while they thrink from their rights 
in great ones the conduct of France is called clandeſtine, 
look back but a year ago to the letter of one of your ſecre- 
taries of ſtate to Holland © it is with ſurprize and indig- 
nation” your conduct is feen—in ſomething done by a petty 
governor of an iſland while they affect to call the meaſures 
of France clandeſtine 3 this is the way the miniſters ſupport 
the character of the nation and the national honour and glo- 
ry: but look again how that {ame Holland is ſpoke to to- 
day, even in your correſpondence with her your littkneſs 
appears 
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pauper et exul uterque, 

Projectt ampulias, et ſeſquipedalia verba. 
From this you may judge of your ſituation, from this you 
mey know what a ftate you are reduced to: how will the 
French party in Holland exult over you and grow ſtrong, 
ſhe will never continue your ally when you meanly crouch 
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it is nothing extraordinary that ſhe ſhould not while you 
keep the miniſters you have, no power in Europe is blind, 
there is none blind enough to ally itſelf with weakneſs, and 
become partner in bankruptcy ; there 1s no one blind enough 
to ally themſelves to obſtinacy, abſurdity and imbecility, 
For theſe reaſons Sir | am againſt the addreſs upon your 
table, avd muft- heartily concur in the amendment of my 
honourable friend. 
Lord George Gordon, I am ſorry to riſe fo ſoon after the 
meeting of parliament, in oppoſition to the meaſures pro- 
poſed by adminiſtration ; and I am more eſpecially concern - 
ed that it ſhould be againft a complimentary addreſs to our 
preſent Sovereign, moved by the honourable member on the 
on the other {ide of the Houſe, one of his Majeſty's Lords of 
trade Hon. Charles Greville] and ſeconded by. that very 
reſpectable Highland chieftain, the thane of Cawdor [Mr. 
Campbell. | But, Sir, many compliments cannot in reaſon 
be expected from the friends of liberty on this ſide of the 
Houſe to that King under whoſe government the court of 
Great Britain has been rendered contemptible in the eyes of 
| France, 
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WS wnce, and the friendſhip, commerce, and affiſtance of Ame- 
Ja cut off, perhaps for ever, from his ſubjects. 


ir poſſeſſions abroad, are becoming every day more ap- 
rent and intolerable, which render it impoſſible for me, 
one of their repreſentatives, either to compliment his Ma- 
Wy, or approve of his conduct in ſuch circumſtances, 


Wnt fituation, would tend much more, in my opinion, to 
Nuſtrate the ſervility of the Houſe of Commons, than to 
Wcmplify to the world any bleſſings of his government. 
Would his Commons congratulate him on his drawn-battle 
ſea? Would they congratulate him on his retreat by 
Ind? Will they compliment him on the third year of the 
dependence of the United States? Will they thank him 
Ir the honours and emoluments he has heaped upon his 
Vourites during the courſe of the ſummer ? particularly 
Wn the noble Lord with the blue ribband Right Hon. Lord 
North] the oſtenſible miniſter at the diſmemberment of the 
Inpire. Will gentlemen rejoice and be glad at this freſh 
Proof his Majeſty has given us in his ſpeech of his gracious 
tention to carry on the war in America? Will they declare 
Wheir readineſs to impoſe more taxes on their conſtituents ? 

nd will they anſwer to his Majeſty for the people paying 
hem without a revolt at home? 

I'mention the poſſibility of a revolt at home, becauſe our 
onſtituents have borne much already; they have been pa- 
ent and of long-ſuffering. They have felt a gradual im- 
ofitions of taxes, till they have become an intolerable op- 
Preſſion; they have ſeen the revenues of the kingdom laviſhed 
n penſions, to the moſt exceptionable characters. They 
ave ſeen their trade with America cut off; and they have 
ad a ſucceſsful example of their fellow ſubjeQs revolting 
rom the expenſive government of England, to the protec- 
ion of a wiſe and virtuous Congreſs. 

All theſe heavy calamities, with many more, which it 
vould be tedious to enumerate, have been brought upon this 
ountry fince the acceſſion of the preſent King; which make 
e of opinion, that it is not juſt now a proper time to ap- 
dlaud his wiſdom, or ſupport his counſellors. 

Much has been faid of his Majeſty's counſellors —T have 
dppoled them in parliament with great conſtancy and firm- 
cls, and entertain as bad an opinion of their public capa- 
ity as any gentleman on this fide of the Houſe does. But 
| | they 


2 The diſtreſſes of the people at home, and the negle& of 


L deed, Mr. Speaker, to compliment his Majeſty in his pre- 
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they are his Majeſty's choſen ſervants, whom he has been 
collecting from the different parties ever ſince his acccſhon--.l 
men, I preſume, after his own heart. | 8 

They proceeded in the war with our colonies according to 
his wiſhes, and America is now nearly loft to Great Britain, 
Their unhappy miſconduct has rendered them contemptible ln 
to many of their fellow- ſubjects, and they have now little to 
depend on but his Majeſty's favour and firmneſs. Vet, Sir, 
I ſee no proſpe& of a real change; for I don't believe hill 
Majeſty will be guilty of the ingratitude to abandon (at th 
criſis) his obedient ſervants in their diſtreſs; and I do not 
hear, or know, that the people are about to chuſe a Congreſs, 
or proclaim a protector. 4 

The times, in my humble opinion, call aloud for a ſtrong 
remonſtrance to the King, ſetting forth our unparalleled 
grievances under his Majeſty's government. When the peo - 
ple ſhew an inclination to demand redreſs, IJ will accompany 
them with the greateſt pleaſure ; but I will not be ſeen com- 
plimenting when we ſhould be calling to account. 3 

I am afraid, Sir, I ſpeak too loud, as that may give ani 
appearance of paſſion to what I aſſure the Houſe are my moiſt 
deliberate ſentiments, I will fay no more at preſent, but 
hope to ſee you riſe yourſelf, Mr. Speaker, in the greatneſs 
of your authority, and oppoſe this deſigning, miſchievous Wil 
addreſs to his Majeſty, which will be doing great honour to 
your own fituation, and to the character of the Houſe, and 
to the dignity of the people---whom God preſerve ! 

Mr. Penton ſaid, he could not fit ſtill and hear things urged Wl 
ſo very ſtrongly upon ſo little ground. The navy was by no 
means in the ſtate which had been repreſented. There were 
thirty ſhips of the line under Admiral Keppel, twelve under 
Admiral Byron, three in the Weſt Indies, one in the Eaſt 
Indies, one in the Mediteranean, and one at Newfoundland, 
beſides three in the docks and fit for ſea. 

Sir John Wrotteſley aſked, if the Houſe was called upon for 
unanimity againſt France ? If it was for a war with Ame- 
rica, he could not give his approbation to it. All that could 
be done, he ſaid, had been done. If 50,000 Ruſſians were 
ſent, they could do nothing. He thought New-York, 
Rhode-Iſland, and Hallifax, ſhould be garriſoned, and the 
reſt of the array brought away. He concluded by reproba- 
ting the terms offered by the commiſſioners. + 

Hon. James Luttrell obſerved, that the addreſs propoſed, 
and the arguments made uſe of to enforce it, ſeemed to re- 
turn 
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n back to all the former errors relative to the conqueſt of 
nerica; that indeed it likewiſe breathed a ſpirit of menace 
9a reſentment againſt France, well becoming what Great 
itain formerly was, well becoming what all men now wiſh 
co be, but very ill becoming a country reduced to its pre- 
Yrt ſituation, by miniſters who never yet ſucceeded in any 
an relative to war or peace. 

Ne admitted, that his Majeſty's ſole wiſh, in carrying on 


Wc Crown, and the commercial intereſts of the ſubject: but 
at all men muſt agree, there can be no reaſon to expect an 
nourable peace, but by exerting the utmoſt vigilance and 
iſdom in the plans and conduct of the war, in caſe the pride 

ad clated hopes of France ſhould induce her to refuſe an 
"ON; Wonourable accommodation with Great Britain; and he was 


eled 1 Irpriſed that any gentleman in his ſenſes ſhould propoſe to 
>c0- ie ceive his Majeſty ſo far, as to ſet forth, that the war is 
OY rely to be carried on with wiſdom and vigour, whilſt the 
m. 


WonduCt of it is entruſted to thoſe miniſters who planned all 
Nur paſt humiliating campaigns. That defeat is in one word 

an le hiſtory of this campaign; for where is it poſſible to look 
nos r any advantage gained, that can tend to humble our ene- 
ies? We have had no important expeditions againſt France; 
net nd in America, we have been obliged to relinquiſh Phila- 
elphia; our forces conſiderably reduced by frequent attacks, 
nd no new conqueſt acquired. The allies of America have 
zen enabled to give her conſiderable afhſtance, not for want 
f ſpirit and activity in our commanders, who did more than 
ould be expected from men in their ſituation : but through 
he moſt ſhameful negle& of adminiſtration ; for govern- 
ent had full and timely intelligence of D'Eſtaing's failing, 
et he was ſuffered to proceed unmoleſted to America, where 
e blocked up the Britiſh fleet, let looſe the privateers upon 
dur commerce, took and deſtroyed fifty or ſixty fail of veſ- 
1s, had leiſure to plan expeditions with the Americans, 
hich occaſioned the death of our brave troops, who fell in 
lefending Rhode-Iſland; harraſſed and diſtreſſed us for a 
vhole campaign, and then retired without the loſs of a ſin- 
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ne- 


uld 


wor zle ſhip into Boſton harbour. 
rk, Miniſters at laſt named a ſquadron to counteract D*Eftaing, 
wi but ſuch a one, that we find no two ſhips were able to keep 


ompany together. The Ruſſel ſent home in diſtreſs ; the 
Welt ſcattered like wrecks upon the weſtern ocean, unable to 
ontend with the common incidents of a voyage ; the Admi- 

g- | | ral's 


ed, 
re- 
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e war, is to obtain a peace conſiſtent with the dignity of 
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ſpect and ftand in awe of Great Britain, whilſt its counci 
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ral's ſhip left unſupported, and narrowly eſcaped being taken 
in ſhort, a ſquadron employed a whole campaign to overtake 
an enemy, that could never have paſſed the Streights of Gib 
raltar, had our Mediterranean fleet been timely reinforced, 0 
Byron ordered to ſea, inſtead of detaining his ſhips for the 
pageantry of a naval review. What heroes upon earth, ad 
ing under the orders of ſuch an adminiſtration, could poffi 
bly lead us on to victory? What nation can be taught to re- 


—_ » ST. * —- RE $9 83 r 75 Z 
CCC A MEIN 


5 x7 ee 
a as 


countera@ its natural courage and miſapply its reſources. 
He would not admit that our navy at home has hithert 
been ſuperior to that of France, for we ought not merely tc 
judge by numbers, but alſo by the ftate and condition of 
thips. In that reſpe& the French were ſuperior ; they were 
clean out of port, and ſome of ours had been eighteen month 
off the ground; that if the Britiſh fleet had been clean, Ad-; 
miral Keppel could not have been fo many days looking a 
the Breſt fleet without being able to come up with it, not 
forced to attack in a general chace, which ſcatters and ex- 
tends your line, whilft theirs are drawn up to receive it with 
one continued battery and wall of fire. It ended in difa- 
bling one half of our fleet, before the other half could get 
into action. | £ 
That the admiralty's refuſing to protect our valuable poſ- 
ſeſſions in the Weſt Indies as ſufficiently as in the laſt war, 
could only ariſe from our fleets being weakened and dimi- 
niſned, which was the more inexcuſable, becauſe the nation 
had granted moſt liberally and profuſely to ſtrengthen and 
increaſe our navy; ſums amounting within theſe ſeven years 
to nearly twice as much as the ſeven years of the laſt glorious 
war: but how can it be expected, that the ſupplies will be 
laid out in ſtrengthening our armaments, when we ſuffer mi- 
niftry to raiſe money upon falſe eſtimates ? for it was fully 
proved to the Houſe, that many thouſands of pounds, grant- 
ed upon our journals for the expreſs purpoſe of repairing the 
Dragon, and ſeveral other ſhips of force, did not prevent 
thoſe ſhips from being ſuffered to rot and decay, though we 
were then on the eve of a French war. | 
That Dominica was a very heavy loſs to this country; and 
the only conqueſt we had made, was the little, paltry, ſmug- 
gling iſlands, St. Pierre's and Miquelon, which produce no- 
thing but rocks and dwarf ſpruce trees. The Frepch New. 
foundland fiſhery is on the northern part of the coaſt, and 
St. Pierre's on the touth-weſt coaſt, under the eye of our 
ſettlers, 
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ners, and was never a place of ſtrength or value; the 


Gib Wench might as well make the Iſle of Man the object of a 
d, I paign, as Great Britain in having for its object thoſe in- 


nificant iſlands. If we have not the means to aim at more 


T the 

ac tenſive conqueſt, are we fit for war? Or can we too much 
ff. nſure minifiers, who made the war unavoidable, without 
po rſt putting us in a condition to maintain the reputation of 


oe Britiſh arms, and ſecure his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects 
om falling an eaſy acquiſition to our enemies ? 
That we never can obtain an honourable peace from France 


era pi. we continue to act as if nothing eſſential to the com- 
ly " Perce and conſequence of Great Britain is at ſtake but thir- 
n een provinces of America; that to conquer France in Ame- 
wer ca is impraQticable, becauſe of the great expence of ſupply- 
nths our fleets and armies acroſs the Atlantic, whilſt theirs are 
Ad Aualled and furniſhed by the Americans; that our Eaſt and 


Veſt Indies are defenceleſs for want of a navy; and every 
noi hing that can be called Great Britain and its dependencies, in 
be utmoſt danger. He would not agree to treat the independen- 
y of America as a new conſideration ; for, he contended, that 
ew men in England doubted that independency, when it was 
non that France had ſigned the treaty, We graſped at any 
bing that talked of peace, but that all knew the conciliatory 
erms were offered too late. All felt the miſchief was done, 
and paſt recalling. As to miniſters who loſt America, it was 
hen, and is now a time for impeachment, As to meaſures, 
t ought then, and ought now to be the queſtion, whether 
America is ſtronger or weaker than when ſhe defeated you, 
hether our .reſources are greater or leſs, whether the ob- 
ject contended for is worth the vaſt price we ſet upon 
It ? In ſhort, whether, to gratify an inhuman revenge upon 
America, we ſhall ſuffer the miniſters to ruin Great Britain? 
In the preſent deſperate ſituation of affairs, he thought it 
as a time to open the eyes of our deluded Sovereign, and 
not to flatter him. it is our duty to adviſe him to place at 
the helm of ſtate, men of ſound abilities and ſtrict integrity. 
He truſted that ſuch miniſters might be found, at leaſt the 
hope ſhould prevent him from ſupporting the worſt miniſters 
that ever governed Great Britain. He thought that Parlia- 
ment could not with any decency or honeſty endeavour to 
perſuade his Majeſty, that thoſe minifters who by weak or 
wicked councils, had brought this nation to its preſent ruin, 
could enable his Majeſty to carry.on the war, ſo as to obtain 
an honourable peace: but on the contrary, lead the nation 
into ſuch immenſe expence, and blunder the operations of 
war into ſo many defeats and diſgtaces, that France, Spain, 
You, AXE | "Ow 
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and America, might dictate what terms they pleaſe to Gre 

Britain, whilſt bankruptcy, mourning, and deſpair fill tha 

ſtreets with cries for any peace whatſoever. He ſhould there 

| fore vote for the amendment. 3 + | 
Mr. Burrell, Mr. Burrell declared his approbation of the amendment 
The ill conduct of the war, brought on the wretched meaſuril 

of commiſſioners; the ſources of this country were {till great 

though weakened by an undecided conduct. . . 

Mr, Wilts, Mr. Villes. I have given all the attention of which I am cal 
pable, to the ſpeech delivered from the throne, and ſince, accord 

3 ing to our forms, twice read by you, Sir, to this Houſe. I am un- 
: happy that I find myſelf obliged to remark, that there ar: 
ſcarely more than two particulars in the whole ſpeech, from 
which 1 am not forced to withhold my aſſent. They are, 
that we are called together in a conjuncture, which demand; 
our moſt ſerious attention, and that a reſtoration of the bleſ. 
ſings of peace cught to be our firſt wiſh, and the great objed 
of our endeavours. The conjunQure, Sir, muſt indeed bei 
allowed to be moſt critical, and peace is not only deſirable 
now, as at all times, but at the preſent period appears of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity to ſave this convulſed ſtate from impending ruin, 
Thus far I believe a real unanimity prevails ; but let me proceed. 
It is aſked by ſeveral gentlemen, how is peace now to be ob- 
tained ? Can any man point out a mode of reſtoring to us 

_ hay blefing ? | will hazard, Sir, an opinion, of which my 
is fully convinced. The meaſure appears to. me 
the only poſſible way of ſalvation to this country in the pre- 
ſent dreadful] dilemma; a dilemma into which we have been 
precipitated by miniſters, whoſe conduct calls for the ſtricteſt 
enquiry, and the forfeit of whoſe heads, if the guilt lies at 
their door, can be but a poor amends to a ruined nation. The 
propoſition is indeed moft humiliating, but, if founded in 
neceſſity, tne conſequent national diſgrace is folely to be at- 
tributed to thoſe, who created that neceſſity. I believe the 
acknowledgement of the independency of the revolted colo- 
nies-is the only meaſure, which can re-eſtabliſh the public 
tranquility. | fincerely think it would both with America 
and France, and probably prevent a future Spaniſh war, It 
would at this moment perhaps ſhut the temple of Janus, 
From the tyranny and mad conduct of an incapable and 
wicked adminiſtration, it is become the meaſure of a fatal 
neceſſity, if we are in earneſt to preſerve in any degree of 
proſperity what remains, if we would fave our country from 
the brink of ruin, if we ſgek to avoid abſolute beggary and 
bankruptcy. An univerſal diſcontent now prevails, The 


people have no confidence in adminiſtration, T hey are de- 
| teſted 


TT. r 


th over American affairs, and all parties agree in lamenting 
at ſo little has been done by our fleets againſt France, after 
ch an amazing expenditure of the public money on the navy. 


1 0 


d us, that the Americans were determined to ſeparate their 


he fact is truly ſtated. They no longer conſidet themſelves 
embarked with us on board the ſinking veſſel of this ſtate. 
ey avoid us, as a tyrannical, unprincipled, rapacidus and 
ined nation. Their only fear is, that the luxury and pro- 
bacy of this country ſhould gain their prople“ It was a 
ng patience and forbearance they practiſed before the idea 


are 

Mr being diſſevered from the mother country gained ground 
lef. dong the Americans, 'Phey were driven. into it by our in- 
jeg tice and violence. epeated violations of their rights, ac- 
be mulated injuries, wanton inſults, and cruelties, ſhocking 
able human nature, have brought about this wonderful revolu- 


n. Now it appears to me an impoſſihility to bring back 
> Americans to any dependence on this kingdom, Their 


uin. 5 | 
ed, ſteps were marked by temper and moderation. They 
ob- ade the moſt humble and dutiful ſupplications to the throne, 


t at laſt were told, that no anſwer would be given. From. 
nt moment their minds were totally alienated, At the bee 


ſt terrified ſev; formidine Martis, when only peaceful in- 
bitants of the country, or of open towns and villages. 


eft Mice the declaration of independence, firmneſs and vigour 
zt Noe governed all the counſels of the congreſs, That decla- 
he ion was mate at a moment, which proved them ſtrangers 
in fear, and in their idea ſuperior to all the efforts of which 
at- were capable, It was in July 1776, immediately after 
he ſafe arrival of the whole fleet of tranſports, victuallers, 
5 d ſtore-ſhips, without any loſs or ſ-paration, and afcer his 


ajeſty's troops under the command of General Howe had 
en landed upon Staten [{land, without any oppoſit o or 
erruption, as we were informed by our own Gazette, From 
it fatal æra has the congreſs, or any one of the thirteen united 
tes diſcovered the fainteſt wiſh of returning to the obedi- 
e of our Sovereign ? No man will be bold enough to af- 
t it, C the contrary, the Americans have increaſed in 
ir hatred of us, and averſion, from the yoke of bondage, 


m . - | 

F ich we were preparing for them, ſince we have brought 
je o the quarrel the mercenaries of Germany, and the ſava- 
ws | | D 2 8 ges 
d | 


\ 
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ſted by the nation and therefore continued in power, We 


BT he honourable gentleman, Sir, who moved the addreſs, 


hts from ours, to diſſolve all connections between us. 


haing of their juſtifiable reſiſtance they were not r the 
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ges of America, ſince plunder and cruelty have marked the 
progreſs of the royal army and its allies. | 
I will ſtate our preſent ſituatien with reſpect to North Ame. 
rica. Torrents of noble blood have already flowed in thi; 
quarrel, yet the few conqueſts we made we were obliged toi 
abandon. Towards the cloſe of laſt year, we congratulatelii 
ourſelves on the taking of Philadelphia, which was then 
called the moſt important city of North America, the ſeat oi 
the vagrant congreſs, in the inſulting language of admini-Wi 
tration, Before the preſent year is half expired, purſuant toi 
his Majeſty's inſtructions, Sir Henry Clinton evacuated Phi-. 
ladelphia at three o'clock in the morning, and eſcaped througi 
infinite aifficulties to New York, very judiciouſly avoiding 
the direct road, where he knew the enemy were in force 
The congreſs returned in triumph to Philadelphia, and con- 
gratulated the inhabitants of North America on the important 
victory of Monmouth over the Britiſh grand army, and the 
evacuation of Philadelphia, as they had before done on the 
evacuation of Boſton by General Howe. They have bravely 
ſtood all the ſtorms of adverſe fortune, and are now almost 
ſure of out- riding the tempeſt. Sir, the Americans have ſuf- 
fered greatly, but their ſufferings were ſupported with temper 
and courage, for they were in the cauſe of public virtue, 
They bore adverſity like men of fixed principle and honour, 
engaged in a righteous cauſe, and determined never to crouch 
to oppreſſion. The war on their fide was founded in the pri- 
mary ideas of ſelf-defence and juſtice. It is truly ſaid by the 
great Roman hiſtorian, jaſſum bellum, quibus neceſſarium, i 
pia arma, quibus nulla, niſi in armis, reiinquitur ſpes. 
What is their preſent ſituation ? A powerful ally has de- 
clared in their favour. The French declaration goes much 
beyond what gentlemen ſeem to apprehend. It is mention-d 
here only as acknowledging their independence, whereas the 
preliminaries announced at Paris on the 16th day of Decem- 
ber to the American commiſſioners by Monſieur Gerard, in 
the name of His Moſt Chriftian Majeſty, affected, that h: 
would ſupport their independence by every means in his power, 
After this are we in earneſt when we affirm, that there is any 
probability of their returning to our obedience, to uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion, or to any ſubmiſſion ? It is an object of be- 
lief too groſs for the fondeſt credulity, for ignorance made 
drunk. If before the capitulation at Saratoga, they rejected 
all our ſpecious offers, are any offers now likely to be ac- 
cepted? Or can they be compelled ? Will another Britiſh at 
my ever attempt to march from Montreal to Albany ? Will 
4 8 . 1 
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E batteries on Sullivan's Hand be again attacked? Wilt 
Peter Parker ever again judge it adviſable to make an at- 
npt upon Charles Town, South Carolina? Will he pro- 


FFF 


this 1 e that if the troops can co-operate in the attack, his Majeſty 
d to I Il again be in poſſeſſion of Sullivan's Iſland? Will any 
lated gut general command in America an army better diſei- 


ined, better appointed than Sir William Howe's. A ſeri- 
of four years diſgraces and defeats are furely ſuffſictent to 
. nuince us of the abſolute impoffibility of conquering Ame 
a by force, and I fear the gentle means of perſuaſion have 


nt to | | 
Phi-Wualliy failed. We have therefore only the dernier reſort of 
dug ting with our old friends, who can no longer be compelled; 
ding rerfuaded to ſtay. Policy ſurely warns us not to do it in 


f manner to force them into the ſchemes of our ancient ene. 
ies to weaken, perhaps ruin, the mother country. To me 
appears equally unavailing and indecent to bring a railing 


che cuſation againſt the old fac of this Kingdom, to talk of the 
the alignant deſigns of Fran ee. 2 
aveh No plan of negociation, Sir, has been left untried, but na- 
moſ ing has ſucceeded, for we find by the commiſſioners manifeſts 
ſuf. October the third, that they reſolved on the deciſive ſtep 
mper returning to England in a few weeks. 
rtue After the ſword: and bayonet of honourable warfare had 
Jour, 2en lifted up, after the ſcalping-knife and tomaba wk of our 
»uch {Wafin-allics had been ſharpened againſt our fellow- ſubjects, 


i Face at laſt was preached by our miniſters, and a commiffion 
or reſtoring: the harmony and union between the two cout 

ties was determined upon, To add weight and dignity to 
e meaſure, the two houſes of parliament were to give up to 
is important ſervice, three of their own members, as he- 
Walds of peace, that the ſanction of a part of the legiſlative 
ody might create an additional awe and reverence. To grace 


the de commiſſion, to captivate the rade members of the con- 
em-. reſs, and civilize the wild inhabitants of an unpoliſhed coun- 
„ in , 2 noble peer | Earl of Carliſle] was very properly ap- 
t he ointed chief of the honourable embaſſy to the congreſs. 
wer, is lordihip,. to the ſurprize and admiration of that part of 
anf e new world; carried with him a green ribband; the gentle 
ndis 


nanners, mo behaviour, and ſoft inſinuating addreſs- of 


be. modern man of quality, and a profeſſed courtier- The 
made uſes and graces, with a group of little laughing loves were 
ted | his train, and for the firſt time croſſed the Atlantick. The 
a0 ext in the commiſſion was only diſtinguiſhed: by a ſet of 
» ar" inciples wonderfully adapted to the ſpirit of coercion: and 


cruelty 
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cruelty hitherto prevailing, the principles of penal law.* 1 
have only heard of one other principle belonging to this gen- 
tleman, the principle, as well as practice, of paſſive obedi- 
ence in the northern department. But, Sir, this gentleman 
carried with him the real ſecret of the negociation, and per- 
haps more extenſive powers than were given to his colleagues 
He knew of the order to evacuate Philadelphia, an order oi 

— diſgraceful to our arms, ſo contrary to ſound policy, long be- 
fore it was ſuſpected by either of the other commifhoners, but 
he would not truſt them. The other | Governor Johnſtone] 
commiſfioner, who went from among us, poſſeſſed a ſuperior: Wi 
underſtanding, an happy temper, and thorough” knowledge 
of buſineſs. If ſucceſs had been attainable, I am_perſuaded 
to his wiſdom, prudence, and temperate conduct, England 
had been indebted ſor the reſtoration of the bleſſing of peace. 
But alas! Sir, all the ſplendid and unauthorized offers of the 
commiſſioners were, without heſitation, rejected. The happy Wl 

moment was paſſed. The honourable gentleman knows the 
real friendſhip I bear him, and the eſteem I have of his rare 
and amiable qualities. In public life I have always found 
him manly, firm, and conſiſtent; in private, engaging, ſo- 
cial, and friendly. Through the whole of this buſineſs he 
has followed the ſtrait path of duty, and held one uniform 
language to us and to the Americans. I have been ſo uſed to 
ſee him in the minority here, that he will excuſe me, if [ 
figure to-myſelf that in America likewiſe he continued in a 
minority with the commiſfioners, and that many things were 
tranſacted which he diſapproved, but to which he was obliged 
to ſubmit. He might think [himſelf precluded, as we are 
here by many ſtrange acts of the preſent majority of this 
Houſe. On that ſuppoſition I ſhall not ſcruple to treat the 
proceedings of the commiſſioners with freedom, and hold 
myſelf ſecure of his indulgence, | i, re 
I mentioned, Sir, the unauthoriſed offers made to Con- 
greſs. The commiſſioners went exceedingly beyond the po- 
wers given them 5 the act of Parliament, the only ſource 
of their power. Did they, Sir, dare to accept ſecret powers 
from the crown more ample than thoſe granted by the legiſla- 
ture? Their conduct is very ſuſpicious. I well remember, 
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+ The principles of penal law, a large octavo, publiſhed by White, 
in Fleet-ſtreet, was written by William Eden, eſq; member for 
Woodſtock, a Lord of trade, one of the under ſecretaries of ſtate 

for the northern department, and auditor, and one of the directors, 
of Greenwich Hoſpital, 
ür 
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propoſitions were held out to Congreſs by-the commiſſio- 
rs letter of the gth of June. The three firſt, to conſent 
2 ceſſation of hoſtilities by ſea and Jand, to reſtore free in- 
courſe as well as to revive mutual affection, and to extend 
ry freedom to trade that our reſpective intereſts can re- 
ire, were founded in the authority of the act of Parliament, 


Wrpation on the rights of the legiſlative body. | 5 
An offer was made by the commiſſioners to concur in mea- 
es calculated to diſcharge the debts of America, and to 
ee the credit and value of the paper circulation. It was 
fully worded, but perfectly underſtood, Sir, both in Ame- 
a and at home, that we were to take on our ſhoulders, 
eady bowed down to the earth, the burthen of the Ameri- 


ir battles againſt us. The debts of the two countries were 
be conſolidated into one enormous maſs, and provided for 


pp; a complaiſant Parliament, in the fame manner. So ex- 

= | ſt fill ith ſurprize and i 
vagant an idea mu every man with ſurprize and in- 

_ znation. I give the country gentlemen joy on this occa- 


They never flinch from their maſter, however unre- 
hting he may prove to them, to their country. They will 
w ſurcly acknowledge with gratitude, the fairneſs, the ſin- 
ity, the great tenderneſs and kindneſs, of their favourite 


5 niſter. At the firſt rumour of an American war, the no- 
In t Lord with the blue ribband exprefily held out to them a 
N 2 id and ſubſtantial revenue by the taxation of America, in 


of their land tax, and other heavy burthens. Now, fo 
from attempting to lighten their load, he offers America 
throw on the ſhoulders of England the additional weight 
all her accumulated taxes. The moſt ſhort-ſfighted of all 


rmerly he was very ſtubborn, and reſtiff, and could not be 
ven forward, Now he is perfectly tame, fawns on his 
der, and is eaſily managed. Mr, Pitt firſt ſeized him, and 


the German war. The noble Lord has gone farther, and 


k, where he is likely to continue much longer than he was 
Germany. | 


- 


it | 

* zuld be kept up in the different ſtates of North America, 
ate hout the conſent of the general Congreſs, or particular 
Irs, emblies. This was in effect making them a ſovereign, 


independent 


— 


{ 


ich created the commiſſion. The three laſt were a dire&t 


debts, of the mighty ſums raiſed by congreſs, to fight 


mals is undoubtedly our country gentlemen of the true 
dry breed. He has ſcarcely the ſagacity of his pointer. 


er ſome little ſtrugling, plunged him over head and ears 


nſported him, weary and exhauſted, beyond the Atlan- 


he commiſſioners likewiſe agreed that no military force 
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and diſabilities, and Lord Chatham's annuity aft. Wil 


been, and in its conſtitution ever muſt be, an enemy to all fre 
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independent ſtate, if no military force is to compell the re 
fractory, or quell the rebellious. This conceſſion is certain 

not warranted by any claufe in the act appointing commill 

ers, and was a manifeſt, unneceſſary uſurpation of thi 
power of this pliant Parliament. | 
The laſt offer is a groſs affront to the very being of Pa 
Hament, and to the people, who alone can conſtitute a Houk 
of Commons. Fhe commiſſioners offer a reciprocal depu 
tation of an agent or agents, from the different ſtates, whi 
Mall have the privilege of a ſeat and voice in the Parliamen 
of Great Britain; or if ſent from Britain, in that caſe t 
have a feat and voice in the aflemblies of the different ſtats 
to which they may be deputed reſpectively, in order to atte 
the ſeveral interetls of thoſe by whom they are deputed. I 
the three conciliatory acts not a ſyllable is to be found 
any ſuch intention in the legiſlature, Were agents from 
different ſtates of America to have a voice in this Houſe tt 
tax Great Britain, when by the ſame conciliatory acts the 
themſelves, and America could not be taxed ? | 
It is poffible, Sir, that the commiſſioners might be as litt 
in earneſt to ſecure effectually to the Americans what wi 
offered, as they were at the time to demonſtrate their goo 
faith. They ventured, Sir, to aſſure the Congreſs, that ti 
three conciliatory acts paſſed with ſingular unanimity, T 
contrary is known to be fact. I now, Sir, ſee many gente 
men in their places, who oppoſed all the three bills. We 
a bill of great importance paſſes with unanimity, I belief 
Sir, that you think it your duty to give it a farther weight b 
the addition of a nemine contradicente in the votes, Tn tha 
votes, Sir, you have not given that ſanction to any of t. 
three conciliatory bills. By the words ſingular unanimity 
an Engliſhman would conclude that this was the ſingular in 
ſtance of unanimity that ſeſſion, in reſpect to the thre 
acts, which were conſidered as one, and paſſed on the fam 
day. The learned Scottiſh ſecretary of the commiſfione 
muſt think differently, for I find eight inſtances, and perhayi 
there are more, in the ſame ſeſſion of reſolutions and orden 
paſſed, and entered in the votes nemine contradicente. U 
this number are thoſe reſpecting the calling out of the militi 
the relieving the Roman catholics, from certain penalti 
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the ſame regard to truth, he makes the commiſſioners declai 
in their proclamation, that the French monarchy ever be 


dom of laws and religion. 1 own, Sir, I was ſurotiſed at ſud 


Wo DET a7 ES 


n beyand the Tweed, as profeſſor of moral philoſophy in 
> univerſity of Edinburgh. I thought that the French na- 
n were formerly called Franks, from the freedom of their 


- | France were wont to be bound by ſuch laws only, as they 


Par d publicly agreed to in their Parliaments, and that the people 
Tou re conſulted about the heads of all new laws, and after 
Jepu ey had given their conſent, they ſet their hands and ſeals 
wh each article. Such was the power of the people, till the 


men I ranny of their kings, in later times, ſwallowed up all the 
ts of that nation. TI beg pardon, Sir, for this di- 
ffon, at fo late an hour, but it was on a favourite to- 


cc paper, the letter of the commiſſioners to the Con- 
ess, of the gth of June. The letter tells them, that 
twithſtanding the pretended date, or preſent form of the 
Wench offers to North America, yet it is notorious, that 
Wc ſc were made in conſequence of the plans of accommoda- 
Wn previouſly concerted in Great Britain, and with a view 
prevent our reconciliation, and to prolong this deſtructive 
r. This fact too is mis-ſtated. The conciliatory propoſitions 
re not made by the noble Lord with the blue ribband, till 
e 19th of February, and the French treaty was actually 
zned the 6th preceding, and the preliminaries were agreed 
December 16th. The Parliament had been prorogued from 
e 10th of December to the 20th of January, notwithſtand- 
g the ftrong oppoſition of the minority, for in that period 
ace might have been obtained. The truth of the caſe is, 
at France trifled with the Americans till after the news of 
e capitulation at Saratoga. There was much ill humour 


both ſides, but it was not improved on our part, as it ought 
Ir un have been. A Britiſh general and an entire army becom- 
thre g priſoners, made her believe ſeriouſſy in the independence 
ſam America, Before that period, ſhe had treated it as viſio- 
ps Iry, a mere phantom of a heated brain. The weak, infant 
rnan 


nnection of France with America is at length grown into 
agth and maturity. Spain was more in earneſt, and from 
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t Lord Moleſworth, who wrote the account of Denmark, tran- 
ecußg ed an excellent treatiſe on this ſubject of the famous civilian, 
r b acis Hotoman, called Francs Gallia. FE: Ty 
fei vor. XI. We plies 


aſſertion ſrom a gentleman, who had acquired great reputa- 


ſtitution: 1 have read in the beſt authors, “ that the people 


„the rights of the people. I return to that important 


: beginning had effectually affiſted the Congreſs by vaſt ſup- 
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plies of every kind from the Havannah. The capitul atio 
was ſigned at Saratoga on the 16th of October; the neui 
of that event came to Verſailles the firſt week in ,December,l 
and on the 16th preliminary articles were adjuſted. Franc 
on that occaſion, from a ſtrange inadvertency, ſuffered a remari 
kable expreſſion to be made public, that it was manifeſtly tha 
intereſt of France, that the power of England ſhould be di 
miniſhed by the ſeparation of America from it. This way 
the language of ſound policy on her part. When the love ꝗ 
liberty in the French court was held forth in great parade, ili 
became ridiculous in the extreme. We know that there is nol 
more love of liberty in the French court, than in our own i 
but I rejoice that liberty will have a reſting place, a ſur 
aſylum, in America, from the perſecution. of almoſt all ti 
princes. of the earth. l 
The conduct of our miniſters, Sir, has effected the ſepara 
tion of America, She never will return, nor are you equ: 
to coercive meaſures. By the attempt you will bring on a 
immediate certain French, and probably a not diſtant, Sp: 
niſh war. I am alarmed for the confequences to. this county 
in its preſent exhauſted ſtate. Will the firſt miorſter of finano 
tel] us that he ſees his way through it, even for the next ſor 
or fix years? I have fears even for our on honour and ſe 
curity, mentioned in the ſpeech, as calling loudly. upon u 
when | conſider our diſtracted and diſunited kingdom, a 
compare it with the condition of the French monarchy, a 
the active ſpirit of a nation containing. twenty-twa million 
of perſons, united by affection to one Sovereign. Englant 
in conjunction with America, had nothing to + fear, Wha 
ſome conſiderable merchants waited on the firſt Lord of th 
Admiralty, his Lordſhip faid, I have ſhips enough, but wa 
men; can you provide them ſor me? F he American reſou 
ces are gone. Without her refources, all her weight ere 
thrown into the appoſite ſcale, that fcale muſt prepondera 
Ackgowledge the independence of America, you have 
chance of detacbing ber from France,” of forming :;perha 
with her a moſt advantagedus commercial treaty and ſcde 
union. I really think you might then avoid a general wit 
Since che acceſſion of the preſent King, I know that the fa 
idea, the favourite object of the French court, has ſtead' 
deen to bring the finances of that Kingdom into perfẽct rde 
but the ſai ourable moment of humbling her, ancient ivd, + 
the, American centeſt, was not to be neglected. Fran 
has fatally ſucceeded. Ehe fad cannot be diſſembled, ni 
Aiſguiſed. America is, in my opinion, A 
| - indiffere 
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tion different to her, whether you think proper to acknowledge 

eu er independency, or to call her children your ſubjects, and her 
ovinces your colonies; the reſt of the world would hear 

ane oſe appellations with deriſion. Vou will not be able to 

nar force any one act, except where your armies are quartered, 

ei your fleets ſtationed, The very expence of thoſe fleets 


the . 
＋ ad armies: muſt exhauſt this country, You experienced 
wal is for four years with raw, undiſciplined farmers and coun- 


ve dT ymen. You are now to combat hardy, experienced foldiers, 


8 | ad armies, give up this unjuſt, barbarous, and deſtructive 
wn ar, and enquire who deluded you into this unhappy ſyſtem 
The honourable gentleman, Sir, who ſeconded the amend- 
”: 6.4 89 . | | , | 
Went, in a divine ſtrain of eloquence, ſcarcely paralleled, 
ever ſurpaſſed within theſe walls, has treated the ſpeech 


qu: ith merited indignation. He pronounced it falſe, demon- 
_ rated it to be fo, and called it the * libel on Parliament. 
cn lis was a moſt abundant harveſt, He has left me a very 
1 all gleaning; only reſpecting the clandeſtine ſupply of 
anal ms ſaid to be given by the court of France to the Americans. 


Wir, it was not clandeſtine, Frequent and conſiderable ſup- 
lies. were given in the moſt public manner, in the face of 


Jouſe, of ſeveral American armed veſſels, and ſhips of war, 
ing ſupplied with cannon, arms, powder, ball, and all 
rarhke ftores, from the royal arſenals and ftore-houſes, both 
n the ocean, and in the Meditterranean. I gave the names 
f the ſhips, and the other particulars at the time. Was 
F is a clandeſtine ſupply ? 
*. Much miſcellaneous matter has been produced, as uſual, 
n. this firſt day of the ſeſſion. The honourable gentleman, 
ſho moved the amendment, has taken an opportunity of paint - 
4 5 in their true colours the laſt race of our kings, whom he 
led the accurſed Stuart race, the bane of England. I ho- 
Pour thoſe genuine Whiggiſh principles, in which I believe 
dim fincere and determined. No man, Sir, execrates the 
nemory of thoſe tyrants more than I do. Yet one remark 
2 the preſent moment I cannot forbear. The Stuarts loſt 
6 ery thing for themſelves only, their crowns, or their lives. 
Fra be empire remained entire, unbroken in every part. No- 
hing was loſt for us. Under the third prince of the Brunſ- 
nick line, adminiftration has already loft us half the Britiſh 
nonarchy, and the reſt ſeems mouldering away. Nothing 
pears ſtable, or ſecure, re the — 
2 is 


ct pride therefore yield to prudence ; withdraw your fleets 


ay. I bad the honour more than once of informing this 


LP 
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this Houſe. In the late glorious reign, the bounds of the 
empire were enlarged in every quarter of the world, under 
the auſpices of a brave, martial, humane, and heroic Sove- 

reign, We are now ignominiouſly driven out not only 
from ſome of our late acquiſitions but from the greater part 
of our ancient poſſeſſions. The enquiry into this ſad reverſe 
is ſurely our duty 2s the grand inqueſt of the nation. 

Some remarks, Sir, were made by the honourable gentle- 
man, who ſeconded the amendment, on the late publications 
from the families of two noble Earls. He thought it clear. Wh 
ly proved from the letter of the ſon, tnat the father, ſo 
long ſuſpected of guiding the meaſures of the ſtate, no longer 
poſſeſſed any controuling power, or even ſecret influence, 

He avowed an unbounded reſpect, and a kind of family re- 
gard, to the noble Lord. I have the misfortune of differing 
in this inſtance very widely indeed with the honourable gen- 
tleman. I hold the public character of the noble Lord in ut- | 
ter abhorrence; not from any perſonal injury, not from a 
national prejudice, but from his demerit as a miniſter, He 
made the inglorious peace of Paris. 
Ex illo fluere ac retro ſublapſa referri | 
Spes Dauaum; fratie wires. | | 

He boaſted of that peace in a great aſſembly, I heard him 
declare, that he gloried in it, and wiſhed it might be inſcri- | 
bed on his tomb-ſtone, Here lies the man who made the 
peace of Paris. The expreſſion was more ſtriking than origi- 
nal,* but the ſpecies of pride, which is founded in deep cri- 

| : A | minality, 


— — 
- . 


*The original expreſſion belonged to another Scot, a Mr, 
Thomas Scot, one of the Tyrannicides, who was executed at Cha- 
ring-Croſs, Oct. 17, 1660. In the ſecond volume of the ſtate- 
trials is an account of his trial and execution. 

Sir Theophilus Biddolph ſworn. 

Council. Pray tell my Lords and the Jury what you have 
heard the priſouer ſay, touching this buſineſs of putting the King 
to death. ; K | 

Sir Theophilus B ddolph. T did hear him confeſs that he did 
fit as one of the judges of the late King, and that he was % far 
From repenting of the act, that he did defire, when he died, that 
a ton:b-flone, might be laid over him, with this inſcription, Here 
lies Thomas Scot, who adjudged te death the late King. p. 331. 

At his execution the Sheriff interrupted him. Mr. Scot ſaid, 
I all jay no more but this, that it is a very mean and bad cauſe that 

 <vill net bear the words of a dying nan. Then he prayed, * 
| a 


F e r eons aa ec. Sond IE Fa * *- be. 


am  BEvMAT ES 


minality, muſt be allowed to be of the firſt caſt, - He loſt us 
Newfoundland, paſſed the odious exciſe on cyder and perry, 
by which the exciſemen got acceſs into private houſes, vio- 
lated the national faith with the King of Pruſha, was guilty 
of a ſcandalous profuſion of the public money in negotiating 
the loan of three millions and a half for 1763, and adviſed a 
cruel prociamation, by which he perſecuted the brave free Cor- 
ſicans, as I believe he has ſince done the Americans. Theſe, 
Sir, are the grounds of the hatred, which I have always avow- 
ed. Iagree with a late great ſtateſmen, that he has brought the 
King and kingdom to ruin. As to his influence being at an end, 
would to God, Sir, it were! Is the heir of that noble family be- 
ing lately created an Engliſh peer, a proof of the father's now 
retaining no influence ? Is the lieutenancy of a conſiderable 
county given to the ſame nobleman to be admitted as evidence 
that his power is extinguiſhed ? I give no private anecdotes, I 


only ſtate public facts from a paper, which in ſuch things 


only can be truſted, the London Gazette. TI rejoiced, Sir, 


that the heir of that noble family was created an Engliſh peer, 
for I thought that the young Lord's unſpotted reputation, in- 
trinſic merit, and great as well as amiable qualities, would re- 
fle back more honour than he could receive from a modern 
peerage of this country; but I was perſuaded that he owed 
his Engliſh peerage, no leſs than his birth, to his father. 

A brave, but unfortunate general, Sir, urges us to an en- 


quiry into the cauſes of the failure of the late expedition un- 


der his command, and he aſks a parliamentary inqueſt. I am 
likewiſe for that enquiry. At the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, 
he made the ſame requeſt, which was refuſed by the ſame ma- 
jority to whom he now prefers his petition. I have a high 
eſteem for a parliamentary inqueſt, but there is a higher tri- 
bunal, that of the people, our conſtituents, ever ready to do 
juſtice to the oppreſſed and injured. As an Engliſhman, let 


him appeal to the people, and conſtitute the Engliſh nation 


the judges of his conduct and honour, in every point in diſ- 
pute between Him and adminiſtration, or even royalty. He 
obſerves, that the time will come for an enquiry. It will cer- 
tainly come in this mode, whenever he chuſes to publiſh the 
papers, which he furniſhed to, and are now withheld by, 


ee 
— 


. * 


has this expreflion, I /ay again, to the praiſe of the free grace of God, 
1 bleſs his name, he hath engaged me in A CAUSE NOT TO BE RETEN TED 
OF. 1 jay ix A CAUSE NOT TO BE REPENTED OF, His prayer 
being ended, he was turned off. Page 409. 


miniſters, 
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miniſters, papers of the utmoſt importance, according to hi 
declaration in this Houſe, to the ſtate, to Parliament, and to 
the public. | | DEFY 
The amendment moved to the addreſs goes ſtill farther, and 
takes larger ground, including however that of the late Ameri. 
can commander. It propoſes to enquire into all the late fatal 
counſels, which have brought on a diſmemberment of the em. 
pire. The juſtice of the nation calls loudly for it, and there. 
fore my feeble voice ſhall be for that wiſe and neceſſary mea. 
ſure. | 

,* Governor Fohn/tone. Sir, I ſhall not diſpute with the 
honourable gentleman about matters of verbal criticiſm, con- 
cerning the purport and tenor of which I know he is a per. 
fect maſter, and much my ſuperior : but upon the ſubſtan. 
tial parts to which he has objected, I will endeavour to give 
'the Houſe ſome information. But firſt he will give me leave 
to remark, that the ſcope of his argument does not bear the 


Ramp of that accuracy for which he is fo noted; for he blams 


the commiſſioners for offering articles too extenſive and tan. 
tamount to independency, and yet-he concludes his ſpeech by 
telling you, independency ſhould have been declared laſt year, 
and it ſhould be declared at preſent. Now ſurely, Sir, it il 
becomes him who wiſhes the American colonies to be declared 
independent, to find fault with thoſe who approached fo near 
to what he conſiders right to be done, The more ample the 


conceſſions, the more they ſhould merit his approbation, ac- 
cording to his own principles. But, Sir, I conſider the pro- 


pofitions offered by the commiſſioners as wide and diſtind 
from that of declaring the United States free and independent 
of this country. The Congreſs thought them different, or 


they would have accepted the propoſition to treat on the terms 


offered, The French think ſo, or they would not continue a 


war that muft prove ſo injurious to them. It is true, to all 


good purpofes they would be independent; but not to the 


bad and wicked purpoſe of forming foreign alliances for the 


deſtruction of this country, which has cheriſhed them with 
ſo liberal a hand. By the propoſitions of the commiſſioners 


they muſt acknowledge the ſame King, and unite in the ſame 


intereſts with Britain. They muſt conſequently maintain 


the ſame allegiance, and be _— to laws for treaſon againſt 


His Majeſty. It is true, the offers are very extenſive ; but 


but ſuch as think them too extenſive, muſt blame the mifcon- 


duct of thoſe who brought our affairs to fo deſperate a criſis, 
and net the. commiſſioners, who were brought to propoſe, i# 
ence, the utmoſt terms which they thought themſelves en- 


3 titled 


itled to offer, as the only probable chance of ſucceeding ; and 
he iſſue proved, that large and extenſive as the terms are, 
he commiſſioners did not exceed the length which it was ne- 
eſſary to go for obtaining the object in view; for in fact, 
he ruling power in America has rejected theſe overtures as in- 


ſuficient, and conſequently no harm can be alledged to have 
:riſen on that account. Thoſe who conſider the terms as too 
extenſive, or who think that leſs ought to have been offered 


at firſt, ſhould know exactly the ſituation in which the com- 
miſſioners found themſelves at the time of propounding them, 
before they can judge of their conduct in that reſpect. They 
left England with a full belief, that the great military force 
in America was to co-operate with the conceffions they had 
to make. Inſtead of any movement from the army, to give 
weight and conſequence to the terms of conciliation, rden 


had been ſent to abandon Philadelphia, and to leave, in the 


moſt piteous condition, thouſands who had joined your ſtan- 
dard, or fought your protection. The orders had been made 
public; the city was in the utmoſt conſternation ; a more 
affecting ſpectacle of woe I never beheld, The commanders 
in chief to whom the orders were ſent, thought them, in all 
their train of conſequences, ſo complete a direliction of our 
mtereſt in America, that they had (no doubt from the beft 
and moſt honourable motives) adviſed ſome of the principal 


men, who had adhered to our cauſe, to make their peace 


with the Congreſs, and many hundreds had in conſequence 
begun their negotiations, and taken the oaths of allegiance 
to the different ftates. The orders to the army were fo pe- 
remptory, that even the delay of four days to receive an an- 
ſwer to the firſt diſpatch: to the Congreſs could not be ob- 
tained, In this ſituation, to expect that the Congreſs or 
their army would leave their high and profitable ſituations, 
when all the fears from exertion, or dubious conteſt, were 
removed, was not to be imagined ; much leſs that new con- 
verts would come into your cauſe, when the ſad example of 
others, who had been deceived and deluded by your promifes, 
ſtared them ſo full in the face, At the ſame time it became 
neceſſary for the commiſfioners to do ſomething, and the moſt 
extenſive propofitions that could be framed under the inſtrue- 
tions, were therefore the moſt probable to fucceed, if not with 
the Congrefs, at leaſt with the people at large, who would now 
ſee, they had no longer any juſt object for the enduring the 
calamities of war, excepting the ambition of their leaders. 
The commiſſioners had prepared a letter for the Congreſs 
in à very different ſtile, merely acquainting them of I 
| riva 
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tival and of our powers, and with our friendly diſpoſitions to 

omote a reconciliation, intending to have waited their an. 
wer; but the unexpected ſituation of affairs, occaſioned by 
thoſe orders I have mentioned, which had been concealed 
from us before leaving England, though dated near a month 
before our departure, obliged us to alter our reſolution, and 
adopt the propoſitions that are complained of, with a view 
of informing the people at large of our fair and friendly dif. 
poſitions, and of the utmoſt length to which we thought our- 
felves entitled to go. For, befides the evacuation of Phila. 
delphia, the commiſſioners knew that 8000 of thoſe veteran 
troops were to be ſent off, and that General Clinton had ac- 
tually meditated to abandon New York alſo; nevertheleſs, 
under all theſe diſadvantages, the articles complained of will 
by no means bear the — which the honourable gen- 
tleman endeavours to put upon them. He aſſerts to the 
Houſe, and applies his obſervation to the country gentlemen 
in particular, that after beginning the war on the principle of 
obtaining a revenue, we are at laſt gome to offer to pay all 
the debts contracted by the Americans in the courſe of it. 
Now I aſſert, the article does nat bear ſuch a meaning; that 
no forced conſtruction of language can vindicate ſuch an in- 
terpretgtion ; that it never was ſo intended, or ſo underſtood, 
by any perſon in America. The words are general, That 
we were diſpoſed to concur in meaſures calculated to diſ- 
charge the debts of America, and to raiſe the credit and value 
of the paper circulation.” Does not every one ſee that the 
conſent of his Majeſty would be wanting, upon a return to 
the ancient conſtitution, to ſeveral acts neceſſary for this pur- 
poſe, in liquidating the paper money? Can any one be ſo incon- 
fiderate as not to obſerve, that whatever reconciliation-ſhall take 
place, that this of eſtabliſhing the paper currency on ſome 
certain footing muſt be among the firſt meaſures to be pur- 
ſued. A ceding of the quit rents and vacant crown lands, 
and relinquiſhing the port duties, and impoſing others on all 
foreign merchandize, might alſo be in contemplation. I can 
aſſure the honourable gentleman, that the payment of the 
debt by this country was never dreamed of, although there are 
many ſchemes whereby the credit of this country might be 
emplgyed-to aſſiſt the colonies, for the mutual benefit of both. 
The article being general, muſt ſtand unexceptionable to eve- 
ry unprejudiced mind who is not diſpoſed to cavil, and it 
is liable to none of the interpretations attempted to be put 


upon It. 
| The 
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The next article the honourable gentleman finds fault with, 
„ the propoſition ** for a reciprocal deputation of an agent, 
r agents, from the different ſtates, who ſhall] have the pri- 
lege of a ſeat and voice in the Parliament of Great Britain; 
r if ſent from Britain, jn that caſe to have a ſeat and voice in 
the aſſemblies of the different ſtates to which they may be 
ent, in order to attend to to the ſeveral intereſts of thoſe by 
hom they are. deputed.” Upon this ſubject I have only to 
ay, that from its nature this, as well as every other agree- 
nent, was ſubject to the approbation of Parliament; that it 
zppeared to me and the commiſſioners a moſt eligible article. 
or both parties, if it could have taken place. Many able 
and judicious authors in the courſe of this diſpute have held, 
hat the Americans have a right to a repreſentation in the ge- 
al laws that are to bind them; many members in this Houſe 
have uttered the ſame doctrines, and, if I miſtake not, the 
honourable gentleman himſelf. In the plan of reconciliation 


ternal, as well as external policy, muſt neceſſarily take place, 
which might affect either party, beſides that of levying mo- 
ney. A repreſentation by the votes of frecholders, in the 


the Atlantic ocean, from the impoſſibility of determing con- 
troverted elections. The abfolute choice of the repreſenta- 
tive muſt be determined in the country from which the depu- 
tation is ſent. The numbers are ſo ſmall, that no jealouſy 
could reaſonably be created againſt the intereſts of the reſpec- 
tive countries by the privileges to be annexed, Much know- 
ledge and information would be derived to both. Many-evils 
might thereby be ſtopped in their firſt progreſs. The ſitua- 
tion would be moſt eligible and reſpectable for thoſe who 
might be choſen, Is it poſſible, if ſuch an eftabliſhment had 
exiſted, that the ſeveral miſtakes we have committed reſpect- 
ing that diſtant country could poſſibly have happened? Nei- 
ther, indeed, could the people in America have been ſo de- 
luded in many things by their own demagogues, concernin 

the diſpoſitions of this country, if men in a public character 
from this iſland could have mixed in their debates, to expoſe 
the deluſion at the moment, or to have tranſmitted the pro- 
per repreſentations here on any rea] grievance that might have 
borne bard on the people. Undoudtedly, this offer, like all 
other regulations of union, is liable to different opinions; 


for my part, I believe, whoever conſiders the ſubject moſt, 


"will like it beſt, and thoſe who have leaſt examined it, will 
be ready to find the meſt faults. Let me aſk this aſſembly, 
Vol. XI. 1 ä 


propoſed, many important regulations in trade, and of in- 


firſt inſtance, could never be carried into execution acroſs 
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to ſee an American repreſentative in his place, arguing « 
the means of reducing the power of our ancient enemy 


admit of ſuch an inſtitution, know but little of the import: 


the wiſhes of many well-diſpoſed Americans. It was ci 


ſhare in the legiſlature, which, independent of taxatio 


fact to be, highly beneficial to the intereſt of all concerned. 


moſt eſſential part, by offering to agree, that no militan 


out the conſent of their different legiſlatures. This was: 
article which we all know the Congrefs inſiſted upon in thei 
: ſeveral reſolves and repreſentations. It appears rags to n 


Americans in not returning to the line of juſtice they ha 
ſeverally marked out on their breaking out, and in the pre 
- grels of this diſpute, that they cannot truſt us after what! 


others to defeat that argument. The commiffioners han 
and the means of redreſs, if any unfair and oppreſſive mea 
- ſures ſhould be attempted, is left in your own hands. 

' ſenſe of the people alone will be the means by which his Ma. 


' miſtook the meaning of the article ſo much as to imagi 
the officers were not to hold their commiſſions from the King, 


| bution of military honours attention was given to beſtos 
them on the moſt reſpectable families, and the moſt deſerving 
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now, what member is there among us who would not rejoi 


Thoſe who would reje& a return of the colonies, rather ti 


conſequences of North America in the connected chain 
the Britiſh empire. The inſtitution was calculated to me 


culated to remove their ſeveral arguments, that they had! 
might bind them, and to obviate their complaints, that th 

titions and remonſtrances had been deſpiſed and neglecte 
lers believed by the commiſfioners, as it would prove 


The next objection comes from my worthy friend bele 
me, that we had given up the power of the Crown in th 


force ſhould be kept up in the different colonies, will 


to hear the ſame gentleman telling you, as an excule for th 


paſſed, and yet to object to the only effectual means of al 


ſaid to them, that the means of coercion ſhall he removed 


jeſty will govern you; but at the ſame time, no man eve! 


There 1s nothing incongruous in the regulation ; it is the 
very conſtitution of this country ; for the King can keep ny 
troops without the conſent of Parliament, and if in the diſtri 


men in the ſeveral communities, it might prove a means, of 
all others the moſt effectual, for removing any local jealou 
ſies that might remain. 


1 


I ſhall now conſider ſome of the general obſervations that 
| | | My 


have been made. 


17. 1778. = kB A T-E--o 
coal My honourable friend has obſerved, that I was very ſan- 
ng uine in my expectations of ſucceſs, and remarks, with an 


ir of triumph, and his friends join in a ſmile of ſatisfac- 
r tion, that the means which were attempted have failed, For 
ny part, I am ſorry, fincerely ſorry ; and yet I am glad the 
ain Wittempt was made. All men will now confeſs the Americans 


miWavc a bad and a wicked cauſe; that they have no juſt object 


s cio contend for, being now united with France for the pro- 
ſled purpoſe of reducing this country. All good men 
atiofWSught to join moſt heartily to oppoſe them. If we ſaw 


the ch an union at home, under proper miniſters, I have no 
ecteoubt the ſucceſs of our cauſe would be certain. While 
ve fe are divided, I pronounce with caution : it is the ſtate 
ned. Wf parties at home, which makes me hefitate, not the want 
bela reſources, or the ſtrength of the Americans. One ſet of 


n en have loſt the confidence of the people by miſmanage- 
ent, another want to yield up all that is worth contending 
with or in the conteſt, without ſaying at what point they will 
ake a ſtand, or tracing the conſequences of the meafures 


theeWHhey would recommend: but my hopes of the ſucceſs of the 


o ommiſſion were never ſo ſanguine as the honourable gentle» 
nan ſtates, The Houſe will do me the juſtice to recollect, 
at I declared in my place, that I believed the ſucceſs would 
hiefly depend on the ratification of the treaty with France. 

preſſed the departure of the commiſhoners again and again 
f efore I was a member of it. I told you, that I bees if 
ey had once ratified their treaty offenſive and defenſive with 
wel rance, that they would not recede without ſtrong exertions, 
mes nd 1 am happy to know that it has not yet been ratified in a 


om the moment I accepted, to the time I was on board ſhip, 
ere elapſed but ten days, and thoſe, neglecting all private 
the ffairs, were employed for promoting the purpoſe of our 
p ifſion, and I was at Portſmouth the day before the com- 
iſſion was ſigned. =Y | 15 | 

My view always was, that force ſhould accompany the 
onceſſion, and that the Americans ſhould ſee a manly, de- 
mined ſpirit of perſeverance in this country, that they 
ight conſider well between the evils of war in a dubious 
onteſt, and the certain advantages of immediate peace upon 


ie moſt honourable and advantageous terms. The noble 


2 a letter 


onſtitutional manner, Why the commiſſioners were not ſent 
ff ſooner, is a queſtion that merits enquiry. I am ſure, 
eye om the time that I accepted, no time was loſt on my part; 


ord, in my eye, will do me the juſtice to ſay, that I wrote 
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a letter to him before my departure, expreſſive of thoſe ſen- 
timents, recommending the regimenting the provincials and 


Canadians, giving them rank, half pay, and emoluments. 
The orders to Sir Henry Clinton, which were ſhewn me, 
breathed a ſpirit of activity and coercion, I thought, with 
the meaſures. I recommended, the army was ſufficient ; I 
think to ſtill ; nay, I am perfectly convinced of it now, and 
I am ſupported by the opinions of the beſt officers on the 
ſpot. Inſtead of that, we ſecretly directed an ignominious 
retreat, after all the preparations and expence neceſſary for 
a vigorous campaign had been incurred. Can it be ſaid with 
Juſtice, that J have failed in my expectations, when every 
thing I was made to believe, and which I deemed neceffary 
for the effect, was diſappointed and contradicted; nay, con- 
cealed not only from me, but from the other commiſſioners 
with whom I had the honour to be joined ? If I had known 
Philadelphia had been ordered to be evacuated, I would ne- 
ver have gone. The other commiſſioners have often declared 
the ſame ſentiments on the ſubject. I remember well the ho- 
nourable gentleman ſeconded the noble Lord's motion for the 


conciliatory bills; it was what he had been long contending 


for, as a right and proper meaſure. Were we afterwards to 
fruſtrate, or impede, what we on this fide had fo long ſought 
for, and approved when made? My ſpirit of party connec- 
tions does not lead me to this conduct; for notwithſtanding 
the criticiſm of the worthy gentleman on the words /ingular 
unanmity, I ſtill maintain the unanimity was fingular on 
the ſubject of American affairs. In queſtions of ſuch conſe- 
quence, I do not enquire what turnpike bills had paſſed with- 
out a negative, 

The honourable gentleman, after whom I roſe, has alſo 
indulged himſelf in ſome other ſatirical ſmiles on the charac- 
ters of the other commiſſioners : I am ſure I am much obliged 
to him for the tenderneſs with which he has treated me, by 
much the moſt inconſiderable; after his toſſing and goring fo 
many minifters, I am ſenſible I am nothing in his hand: but 
I muſt beg leave to ſay a word for thoſe who are abſent. 1 
believe the honourable gentleman takes the character of the 
noble Lord at the head of the commiſſion from newſpaper 
reports, as I once did. He well knows that nothing is fo fal- 
lacious. I have ſuch an opinion of his liberality and -=_y 
humour, that in caſe he knew that nobleman as well as J do, 
he would be as ready to retract his opinions concerning him 
as I was, and as willing publicly to declare it; for a en 

noble- 
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obleman of more worth, more honour, more dignity, or 
reater zeal for the public ſervice, and the execution of the 


ne, an is ſo well known to every member of this Houte, and 
ith is reputation for buſineſs ſo well eſtablithed, that it ſtands 
; I WWbove my praiſe, or the honourable gentleman's cenſure. 

nd I will now take notice of what fell from another honoura- 
the le gentlemen, who ſpoke moſt eloquently in this debate. 


He talks of the indignant treatment the commiſſioners met 


for vith from the Americans, and particularly points at their 
ith Npehaviour to me. I cannot acquieſce in this opinion; I 
ry ake no ſach complaints, becauſe I diftinguiſh widely be- 
ry ween the people of America and the Congreſs, becauſe I 


n- Wmake a juſt diſtinction between what men do in their politi- 
ers Neal capacity and in their natural. The Congreſs ſeem to 
vn conduct themſelves with the low cunning of an election job- 
c- ber; their proceedings are often calculated for the mere herd 
ed of the people, who are as yet ſtrangers to the impoſitions in- 
0- cident to ſuch a conduct, and having all the newſpapers un- 
he der their direction, they are excellent engines of ſuch ignoble 


ng- policy, which may ſerve for a time, but never can laſt. 


to The commiſſioners were received at Philadelphia with all 
cht the joy which a generous people could expreſs. Why were 
c- ou ſo long in coming? was the univerſal cry. Do not 


ng abandon us; retain the army, and ſend them againſt Wafh- 
ar ington, and the affair is over: 10,000 men will arm for you 
on in this province, and 10, ooo in the lower counties, the mo- 
c- ment you take the field, and they can get arms. The decla- 
1- ration was general and notorious; and 1 am perſuaded, if 

we had been at liberty to have acted in the field, our moſt 


with all ranks of men, from the priſoners in the jail to the 
firſt people in the place, and, as far as I could penetrate the 
human mind, I believe the ſentiments of reconciliation, and 
a return to the happy ſtate in which they formerly lived, were 
fincere, But gentlemen ſay I am of an eager temper, and 
apt to be deceived. It is poſſible. I do not pique myſelf on 
never having been deceived ; I can only ſay, I never inten- 
tionally deceive, My judgment, my opinions, may be 
wrong, but they are the ſentiments of my heart, and people 
muſt receive them with all thoſe grains of deduction for my 
temper, and the weakneſs of my underſtanding. After this 
precaution, I declare that I firmly believe two thirds of the 
people of North America with to return to their ancient con- 

"IM | nection 


ruſt committed to him, I never knew. The other gentle- 


ſanguine expectations would have been fulfilled, I mixed 
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nection with Great Britain at this moment, and that nothing 
but a ſurrounding army, and the diffidence they have in our 
ſupport, prevents that ſpirit from breaking out in acts of ho- 
fulity againſt the Congreſs and committees. 

We were more employed to reſtrain than encourage overt 
acts, becauſe we knew, under the ſecret orders, that no aſ- 
ſiſtance could be given to ſuch efforts, which therefore could 
only prove ruinous to well affected, meritorious individuals. 
The honourable gentleman founds his ideas on what he has 
remarked in the proceedings of Congreſs reſpecting me---I 
ſhall ever think ſuch a proceeding totally unworthy of ſuch 
a body. Some gentlemen have praiſed it as an excellent re- 
fined ſtroke of policy, to get rid of an embarraſſing queſtion 
about General Burgoyne's troops. I again repeat, I diſdain 
all that policy founded on injuſtice and diſhonour; the more 
artifice to avoid fair dealing, the more deteſtable to me: it 
is contemptible in private life—where the dignity of a people 
is concerned, it is abominable meanneſs, and muſt end in 
the deſtruction of thoſe who practiſe it. The ſpirit of their 
enemies is raiſed by all ſuch proceedings, their own 1s always 
depreſſed. Of all the mean and notorious breaches of public 
fanh which have ever been practiſed, of all the low chicane 
which has ever been uſed in the depravity of the eaſtern world, 
to avoid a ſolemn agreement, the different excuſes offered by 
the: Congreſs are the moſt diſgraceful to ſociety. I know 
the moſt zealous for the cauſe of independence diſapprove of 
them : but America is governed now as England was, under 
a mock Parliament, and committees of major generals. I 
am not called upon to ſay a word on this ſubje& but I diſ- 
dain diſingenuity. The accuſation ſtated againſt me, with 
reſpect to General Joſeph Reed, as far as the tranſaction pre- 
tends having authority from me to make the offer, is falſe 
and injurious ; it is indeed very cautiouſly worded, and only 
implies being done by my authority. This I deny, and I have 
perfect proof in my poſſeſſion, that Mr. Reed never under- 
ſtood any meſſage or writing of mine as liable to that con- 
ſtruction. While I fay this, I do not mean to diſavow I 
have had tranſactions where other means beſides perſuaſion 
have been uſed, It was neceſſary ; in my ſituation it can be 
no reproach, This of Mr. Reed I deny, and J can prove, by 
indiſputable evidence in my poſſeſſion, he did not underſtand 
any meſſage from me in that light at the time, nor long ſub- 
ſequent. The converſation is ſaid to have paſſed on the 
twenty-firſt of June. The mutilated letters that are to help 
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out this lame tranſaction were before Congreſs- the matter 
had been publiſhed in newſpapers at that time, but not ſign- 


ed by Mr. Reed, nor by William Henry Drayton. The 
Congreſs take no notice of the buſineſs till the 11th of Au- 
guſt; then the indignation of that virtuous aſſembly riſes. 


At the very moment they are about to evade a ſolemn en- 
gagement, and tranſmit their names with infamy to future 


| ages, they have the aſſurance to talk of liberty and virtue. 
0 


u, Sir, are well acquainted with the forms of public pro- 
ceedings: you know that any declaration of Mr. Reed, of 
what a woman unknown had ſaid to him, could not affect me. 
The Congreſs, in this caſe, were bound to have obliged Mr. 
Reed to have named the lady, and next to have brought that 


lady before them, to have heard her own ſtory, with time, 
place and circumſtance ; this ſhould have been ſent for my 


anſwer, and then they might have pronounced their ſolemn 
judgment : but they knew full well, that no lady whatſoever 
would avow any authority from me, and therefore they wiſely 
concealed her name. 

Thoſe gentlemen who are ſo extremely exulting at the ill 


- ſucceſs of this commiſſion, and plume themſelves ſo much on 
their propoſition for conceding independency laſt year, ſhould 


confider, if one of two events had ſucceeded, the propoſers 
of conceding American independency could not have appear- 
ed with equal favour before the public. I ſhall ſuppoſe that 
Admiral Keppel had actually beaten Monſieur the Count 
D'Orvilliers, I mean deſtroyed half his fleet; all circum- 


. ſtances conſidered, the probabilities that he would have done 
ſo were ten to one, from ſo gallant an Admiral, and fo ſu- 


perior a force, I believe the noble Admiral himſelf will not 


. ay, that the probabilities are not ten to one, that he would 


deftroy the greateſt part of the ſame fleet, if he was to meet 
them again, with the ſame proportion of force. I am per- 


ſuaded 1t was owing to the accidents of wind and weather. 


I do not mean to throw the ſlighteſt imputation of blame any 


where. I only ſay, if D'Orvilliers had been deſtroyed, and 


it was ten to one this would have happened, how would: the 
promoters of a declaration of American independency have 
looked then? Or is there a member of this Houſe who be- 


- lieves we ſhould then have had any more agitation of that 
- queſtion ? I ſhall ſuppoſe again, that Admiral Byron's ſqua- 


dron had not met with a ſtorm, and had arrived in America 
within the ordinary time to have joined Lord Howe; can 


any one doubt that his Lordſhip would have given a better 


account 
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dence would have been dormant in our days. Why then 


vere, before the inhabitants of America will have reliance on 


or firm, which ever they pleaſe to call it, and I cannot be 


CS. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
account of Monſ. D'Eſtaing than is now publiſhed * And yet 


this ſuccels, and ſeveral other matters, were quite within the 
probability of ordinary events; and if any of them had hap- 
ned, I believe this favourite topic of American indepen- 


ſhould we immediately deſpond, give all up, and throw our- 
ſelves out of the wheel of fortune? Let us profit from the 
example of the Americans, in the low ſtate of their affairs, 
before their ſucceſs at Trenton. I am far from thinking the 
matter deſperate, notwithſtanding I admit that our miſma- 
nagements will render great exertions neceſſary. But you 


muſt reſolve, you muſt riſque all, and determine to perſe- 


you. It is not ſaying, I will try this campaign and recede 
the next. It muſt be known, for the encouragement of 
friends, and terror of foes, that you will die in the laſt ditch, 
People, who oppoſe my opinions, alledge, I am ſanguine 
and obſtinate. I admit I am not eaſily diſcouraged ; and if 
I am ſure of being in the right, I know too I am obſtinate, 
eaſily thaken. The maxim of dying in the laſt ditch, after 
every exertion has been made, is what I avow to be my prin- 
ciple. I do not foreſee, if you recede here, at what point 
you will ſtand, If you give up the Thirteen Provinces, will 
you contend for Canada ? If it is anſwered yes; why then, [ 
reply, it is better to know the gracious reſolution of Con- 
grels in this reſpect firſt, leſt one may have the troops to ſend 
back, or recruit, at ten times the expence, when they are 
diſperſed, or when half of them are dead. If it is ſaid, we 
will yield Canada too; then I atk, if we will yield Nova 
Scotia, and the fiſheries, and Florida, and the Weſt Indies, 
for they all hang together? Befides that, the moment you 
abandon New York and Rhode Iſland, the American ſeas 
will ſwarm with privateers, and you will not have a port to 
take ſhelter in; ſo that New York and Rhode Iſland ſeem 
abſolutely neceſſary for the preſervation of your own com- 
merce, as well as annoying the enemy. The preſent moment 
ſeems the only proper and juſt point where the ſtand can be Wiſh, 
made; every other ſituation will be an effort with the loſs of Wh, 
reputation, and ſpirit, and power, I ſee no medium be- i: 
tween ſending a carte blanche to France, and yielding the in- 
dependence of America. To give up a principal point in 
diſpute, to weaken ourſelves and ſtrengthen our enemy, 
and leave him more at liberty to diſturb us, ſeems to me in- 

com- 
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omprehenſible policy. If it is alledged, this would not be 


ze conſequence, I aſk, what reaſon America can have for 


ot explicitly declaring her intentions of conditionally re- 


ouncing her connections with France upon our declaring 


er independency ; or if ſuch a tranſaction cannot be avow- 
d till they are certain of our readineſs to yield it? IJ wonder 
dme ſponſor cannot be found for America on this occaſion. 
only ſtate this to expoſe the abſurdity of the ſyſtem pro- 
ſed, not that I conceive this country can, or ought, ever 
d entertain ſuch an idea. The honourable baronet, behind 
ge, tells you, that 50,000 Ruſſians would not now do the 
uſineſs, and yet he complains of the conciliatory propoſi- 
ons propoſed by the noble Lord. Why, ſurely, if no 
orce could do the buſineſs, there could be no harm, at leaft, 

trying the mode of conceſſion. But I am far from being 
f his opinion, that force, well applied, cannot effect it. He 


ys, the army were all diſguſted at the conciliatory bills: 


t the ſame moment, he ſays, their force was inſufhcient to 
onquer the enemy. This was a little unreaſonable in the 
rmy, to give it no harſher term. I cannot contradict what 
e honourable baronet aſſerts; but my obſervations on the 
rmy were very different. The army was indeed diſguſted, 
ut 1t was becauſe they were not led againſt the enemy, then 
ying within twenty miles, whom they were confident they 
puld conquer. Lead us againſt the enemy,” was the ge- 
eral wiſh of ſoldier and officer; and, indeed, Sir, to the 
onour of the commander in chief, who left them at Phila- 
elphia, I am proud to declare, there never was ſo excellent, 
d beautiful, or ſo well appointed an army. The picked men 
or the French theatre were not equal, in grace and comli- 
eſs, to the worſt of the light infantry. Such a body of 
hoſen troops, I believe, never were collected together; and 
et we have ſeen, from various cauſes, what little benefit 
he nation has derived from them: at the moment they were 
onfident of victory they were ordered to retreat, and during 
Il this ſummer, and half the autumn, incurring the ſame 
xpence in the field, they have, literally, been doing no- 
hing, when every man muſt remark, that the time we 
hould have acted with the utmoſt vigour was at this very 
period when we have been idle. To determine what now 
hould be done, requires a greater compaſs of- information 
han | can boaſt. To judge of the queſtion, one ſhould 
now the ſtate and diſpoſition of Holland, of the northern 
owers, of Portugal, the reſources of France, the diſpoſi- 

Vor. XI, tion 
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America, and the Weſt-Indies, I admit that our publi 
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tion and force of Spain, the various reſources of this coun 
try, as well as the difficulties to encounter in America: with 
theſe firſt I am not ſufficiently acquainted to pronounce pok: 
tively ; but this I know for certain, that the greater the ex. 
ertions we make ourſelves, the more we ſhall be reſpected by 
others; and the more we affiſt ourſelves, the more ready 
others will be to give us their affiftance. h--. 

The nation is far richer at this period than at the beginning 
of laſt war, and our warlike operations were then much mon 
extenſive in Germany, the FaR-Indies, Portugal, North. 


funds are now more embarraſſed; but the means of taxatin 
is alſo more ample from the encreaſed wealth of the coun- 

y. But I deſpair of the preſent minifters being able to dray 
forth thoſe refources, even if they were to reform, or become 
more enlightened ; they have ſo loſt the confidence of the 
people, by ſuch a ſeries of miſmanagement and negleR, that 
they never can recover the public good opinion: on the othe 
hand, as I ſaid before, thoſe men who may ſucceed then, 
according to my conception of things, are defirous to yiel 
up all Far is worth contending for, without any tr 
worthy of our ancient fame. In ſuch a fituation it is diff. 
cult how to act or what to wiſn. I am clear, if we do no 
mean to purſue the object with determined firmneſs, and fuit- 
able exertions, we had better abandon it at once, and mak: 
the beſt terms we can for the miſerable inhabitants who har 
adhered to our cauſe. Nothing leſs than 25,000 troops, ex: 
clofive of thoſe in Canada and Hallifax, will prove fufficient; 
with that number we may expect ſucceſs; a leſs number wil 
render the decifion tedious, doubtful, and hazardous. The 
people of the country, after what has happened, will hardh 
derive confidence from a ſmaller army to induce them to join 
us. Thoſe who poſſeſs the preſent returns of the army, and 
know What numbers may have been ordered away to oth 
ſervices, will know the number wanted; ] gueſs about 900 
men. To keep New-York and Rhode-Iſland, as the ho 
nourable baronet propoſes, on a defenſive plan, does not ap- 
pear eligible to me. If we cannot meet the army of the ent: 
my in the field, it will require many troops, a confiderabli 
marine force, and kay expenfive fortifications to hold New: 
York. I believe by fortifying the gorge at Fort Kniphas 
ſen; by fortifying the heights of Brooklyn 5s by fortifying 
Paulus Hook, and the heights of the Narrows upon Staten: 
Iſland, it might be defended by 8000 men, together way 
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th nhabitants, always retaining in the harbour five frigates and 
Ou hree armed veſſels, and three galleys : theſe fortifications 
ould coſt at leaſt five hundred thouſand pounds, and the 
dbje& would ſtill be precarious. Why the honourable gen- 
e ex. ¶ lieman ſhould recommend an offenfive war in Europe, and a 
ed br cfenfive war in America, I cannot conceive. It ſeems to 
ready e more neceſſary in the laft place than in the other. At 
u events, 1 would form {ome certain ſteady plan, ſuch as 
ming he inhabitants might rely upon. If they ſee they, can de- 
mon end upon you, they will ſoon return to their allegiance, and 
orth- heir old government, If they fee you weak and wavering, 
uble@they are a ſhrewd, cunning, ſenfible people, they will avoi 
ati 0u like peſtilence. Upon the whole, I acknowledge our 
oun . tuation extremely perilous, the difficulties we have to con- 
dra tend with are great; but it is on ſuch occaſions that the no- 
dom ble qualities of man, perſeverance, fortitude, and love of our 
 tirfMcountry, ſhine in their greateſt luſtre. Let us not imagine 
at thoſe who oppoſe us are without difficulties; the conten- 
the tentions, diviſions and ſufferings among the Americans are 
nem greater than our imagination can reach in the ſtate of afflu- 
yieiggence in which we live. They would have been greater ſtill, 
gg if they had not been checked by our bad conduct and timi- 
dity. Their diviſions, Sir, I aſſure you, are as great as 
no choſe of the Houſe of Commons of England; and what ſtrong- 
ſuit· ¶ er picture can I draw of diſunion? "Thoſe who are ſo uneaſy 
nakeWFat the reception the commiſſioners received, ſhould recollect 
hau che reception Monſ. the Count D' Eſtaing and his ſailors met 
with at Boſton, The firſt was, the political anſwer of a 
cat ; body, whoſe intereſts and ambition are undoubtedly oppoſed 
to that of the people they govern; the other was the indig- 
Tue nant, ſpontaneous paſſions of the people themſelves; the 
Houſe will judge to which of the two moſt weight ſhould be 
jou given. Before ] fit down, I muſt repeat again, that in what I 
have ſaid about the operation of our fleets, I did not mean by 
my argument to throw any blame upon any military officer 
whatever: but I do blame adminiſtration for not ſending aut 
Admiral Byron ſoonen; they had the intelligence in April, 
he did not ſail till June, It was clear from Mr. Gerard, the 
ne ambaſſador to the States, being on board, and Mr. Dean, a 
abi member of the Congreſs, and having alſo large quantities of 
goods for America, that the Toulon fleet was bound to ſome 
av- port in that continent. If therefore five or fix {hips had been 
immediately ſent off (as the admiralty muſt have known Lord 
Howe's fleet was collected, from the orders about La Motte 
© e Piquet, 
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Piquet, and the ſecret expedition) upon ſuch a junction his 
Lordſhip would have then certainly been ſuperior to D*Eftaing, 
But I am told, that the reaſon of this delay aroſe from want 
of ſtores, and that we were obliged to unreeve the running 
rigging of the ſhips at Spithead, to fit out Admiral Byron's 
ſquadron. If this is true, it is a melancholy tale indeed, af. 
ter all our boaſted preparations in the beginning of the year, 
and the immenſe ſums voted by Parliament, and demands an 
enquiry more than any other ſubject. | 

I aſk pardon of the Houſe for detaining them ſo long, and 
now moſt humbly thank them for the indulgence they have 
ſhewn me. 15 

Right hon. Sir William Meredith ſaid, he agreed with the 
hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, in thinking the independence of 
America, conſidering it in the light of a total ſeparation of 
intereſt and connection with Britain, was an event to be 
equally dreaded by both countries. But, if confidence in 
government could be reſtored ; if fair, friendly, affe&tio- 
nate, honeſt terms were offered; would but the father of bis 
people once run to meet them; would the people themſelves 
extend a brother's arm to receive them; he had no doubt, 
but they would view their own ſafety, and their own proſpe- 
rity in too juſt a light, to prefer the protection of France to 
that of their parent country: but he defired the Houle to 
recollect the language that had been held, and the means that 
had been uſed to procure peace, 

Some time ago, a noble Lord -offered, what he called, a 
conciliatory plan, by giving up the ground of the war, taxa- 
tion, But the very day after he had moved his propoſition, 
he himſelf pledged his honour to a worthy country gentle- 
man, that he would revive taxation over America, and tax 
them to ſome purpoſe, the moment he had it in his power, 
The next thing was the conciliatory bill, which was ſo ma- 
naged, as to prove in its event not conciliatory but incen- 
diary, It was blaſted before it left theſe wall-, Peace was 
never thought of; diviſion was pointed out, and hoped for, 
as the beſt effect of the bills ; and the principle of uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion, not relinquiſhed, but the impotence of 
enforcing it confeſſed with forrow and reluctance. 

The very words of the treaſury bench were, that the bills 
might at leaſt weaken the power, and counteract the views 
of the American leaders. a | | 

When the commitſioners went, their errand was imputed, 
however unjuſtly and erroneouſly, to be a completion mo 
| 5 defig 
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deſign, not to unite America with England, but to break 
and divide the Congreſs among themſelves, and to effectuate 
hat divifion by bribery. Nor was any ceſſation of hoſtih- 
ties proclaimed ; but burning and deſolating, killing and ſlay- 
ing, are ſtill to go hand in hand with this treaty. All the 
means then to procure peace hitherto, have been fire and 
ſword, falſehood, and (as the Americans were told, though' 


an falſely told) corruption. From theſe feeds, true mercy and 
reconcilement can never grow; and truth, liberty, and ju- 

and ſtice, are the only means, under Heaven, to eſtabliſh peace 
ave Non earth, and good- will towards men. But thoſe means are 
ſtill to be tried. He was afraid, he ſaid, theſe miniſters 

the ¶ would not employ them, nor would credit be given to their 
e of WW profeſſions ſhould they make them. 1 
1 of He obſerved, that the ſpeech took notice of the prizes 
be taken by the merchants. Long habits with commercial people 
in {WF had endeared every thing to him that promoted their honour 
tio- and welfare; he rejoiced, therefore, to find an acknow- 


ledgment from the throne, that the merchants had done ſo 
much to re-animate the hopes of their country and reduce 
our natural enemies. He expected, therefore, that the mi- 
pe- nifters would account for that unexampled meaſure of ex- 
: to i poſing the merchants, naked and defenceleſs, to become a 
: to prey to their enemies, at the beginning of the American war. 
hat He himſelf had applied for permiſſion for them to carry arms 

to protect them on their voyages, which the miniſters de- 
, 2 nied; they were afraid, they faid, leſt they ſhould: tight the 
xa- French too ſoon ; they were allo afraid of their felling their 
on, arms, had they been allowed them, to the Americans, The 
tle- Wi fpecdy commencement of hoſtilities proves the folly of 
tax Wi hoping to prevent war by abject fear, whilſt the noble ſpirit 


ver, of the merchants ſhews the foulneſs of ſuſpecting them of 


na- ¶ loyalty and duty to their country; yet, under that ſuſpicion, 
en- their property had been betrayed into the hands of the Ame- 
was ricans. With the fund thoſe captures produced, they were 
for, ſtrengthened fo as to begin the war with great eclat at ſea ; 
di- and the miniſters, by diſarming our merchants, had really 
of WF done more to ſerve America, than the alliance of France. 
He believed, he ſaid, that if letters of marque had been iſ- 

ills Wh fucd, inftead of orders to diſarm our merchant-men, they 


ews would have done more to ſuppreſs the troubles in America, 


wy the armies, fleets, and councils of our preſent mini- 
ed, ters. . 7 | | 


this $67 | | He 
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He oppoſed the addreſs, he added, for this reaſon ; that the 
ſpeech admitted a failure of ſucceſs in all our operations; 
that failure muſt be owing either to bad counſels, or bad con- 
duct in execution. The miniſters, he obſerved, did not take 
any demerit to themſelves, The imputation was therefore 
conveyed to thoſe admirals and generals who had the misfor- 
tune to be employed by them; to that imputation he never 
would conſent. Inceſlantly hae their characters been aſ- 
perſed by miniſterial agents; but indirect, undefined, dark 
inſinuations is the molt. malignant ſort of calumny. He was 
ſorry to ſee it conveyed in 10 ſacred a vehicle as the King's 
5 — and it would be highly dithonourable for Parliament 
to adopt 1t. - 

Lord North began with declaring, that ſince he had any 
Hare in the adminiſtration, the noble perſon alluded to as 
having an influence, had.not the leaſt, directly or indirectly; 
ſo that noble Lord [Lord Bute] was clear of all imputations 
of that ſort, | Whatever faults: had been committed, him- 
ſelf and his colleagues made themſelves reſponſible: but he 
could not think that the removal of any one man, or of more, 
from the miniſtry, at this time, was of ſuch mighty impor- 
tance as to prevent that unanimity in ſupporting the dignity 
of the Crown, which was expedient at this juncture; for if 
it was not ſpeedily done, the kingdom might be loft. He 
was not againſt an enquiry, but this was not precluded by the 
addreſs. 

He accounted for the late departure of Admiral Byron's 
feet, by ſaying, there were informations which made it 
doubtful whether the Toulon fleet was intended for Ameriea; 
and if ſo large a fleet as Lord Byron's had been ſent out be- 
tore the deſtination of DꝰEſtaing's had been certainly known, 
France might have altered her plan, and have attacked ”_ 
part of Great Britain or Ireland. 

He ſaid, the Americans had now been offered every thing 
they could expect; the terms were very liberal: but to have 
detached them from their alliance with France, and to have 
reunited them to us, the price was not too high; though 
paying their debts was not one condition, as an honourable 
gentleman had obſerved, 

With reſpect to evacuating Philadelphia, it was judged 
proper to diminiſh the extent of our lines, and to collect our 
forces within narrow bounds ; Pentylvanja, New-York, and 
Rhode-Iſland could not all be covered at the fame time; it 

was therefore thought beſt to ſtation the army at New-York 
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A right honourable gentleman [Sir Wm. Meredith] had 
callec upon the miniſtry, to know what authority the com- 
miffioners had to give up the ſovereignty of this coun 
over America, and by this act to make his Majefty depole 
himſelf in that part of his empire. He did not know that 
any fuch conceſhon had been made; nothing had been 
wen up; for the Americans had not accepted any thin 
The tyrannical Congreſs had refuſed all terms; but the 
people, tired of their uſurped government, and of their 
new alhes, if they found themſelves ſupported by vigorous 
exertions from Britain, might be re- united to this coun- 
try. It had been faid, if Byron's fleet had arrived in time 
ny to have joined Lord Howe, and D*Eftaing's fleet had 
E been deſtroyed, the American Congreſs would have liſtened 
y; o terms; bat this fortunate circumſtance was prevented, 
ons yet no one was to blame; by the uſual courſe of failing he 
m- would have been in time, but a ſtorm ſeparated his fleet, and 
he prevented it. But the ſpirit of the nation has fhewn itſelf in 
re, the bravery, good diſcipline, and zeal of its national ſtrength, 


or- the military; this ſhould animate us to exert all our powers 
ity with unanimity in ſupport of the dignity of the Crown. 
r if As to the Dutch, it 1s their intereſt to be our friends ; the 


He major part of the people in Holland are fo, ' Adminiſtration 
the has not loſt theſe ancient allies by any bad policy; the ſame 

difficulties, the fame diſputes, happened with them at the be- 
n's pinning of laſt war, and in the war before; they wiſh to 


it profit as individuals, by being the common carriers at ſea as 
a; neutral powers, white others are at war: this occaſions the 
e- feizure of their ſhips ; a loſs to individuals, but not an object 
70, likely to bring on a rupture. | Ny 
me His Lordſhip concluded with urging the propriety of the 
/ | the addreſs. ; x | 
ng The Attorney General Mr. Wedderburne] ſaid, he thought The Ar- 
we the Houſe ought to be unanimous in proſecuting the war with *9 General 
ye America; and told a ſtory of the famous Admiral Blake; who 
gh though he diſliked the meaſures of the uſurper, yet, being 
ble in the ſervice of his country, he called his crew together be- 
fore he began an engagement, and told them, that however 
ed they might differ in opinion, as to the juſt cauſes of the war 
ur they were engaged in, it was their duty to lay aſide their 


nd opinions, and unanimouſly to fight the enemy. Upon this 
it principle he [the Attorney General] thought the Houfe of 
ck. Commons ought to act; being engaged in a war, it was a 
An becoming duty to the Crown to ſupport it. 


Lord 
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Lord Howe, Lord Howe ſaid he ſhould vote for the addreſs, as it did 


diſſolution. Her ftruggles, if ſuch in their weakneſs they 


enmity at home, though it were the bittereſt and moſt active 


. - a court martial; that he called upon thoſe gentlemen, to ule 


muſt depend, was confidence in government—and where are 
we to look for it? Was it to be found among the old and 
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not preclude an enquiry. He wiſhed for an enquiry ; but 
thought it improper to be mentioned in the addreſs. If any 
gentleman moved for an enquiry, he would ſecond the 
motion. | 
General Burgoyne expreſſed how much he had wiſhed to 
an excuſe to his own mind, for remaining filent on that 
day; that he believed few perſons ſaw him offer himſelf to 
the Speaker's call, without feeling, in their candour, for the 
eculiarity of his fituation ; that in perional confideration, 
e could take no poſſible part that did not ſubje& him to 
ill-will from various quarters; that in particular he had to 
expect the full vengeance of men in power, to compleat the 
ſacrifice they had begun, if he took part againſt their mea- 
ſures, and at the ſame time he was compelled by his conſcience 
not to ſupport them. . 
He ſaw his country under every ſymptom of immediate 


1 


could be called, appeared the laſt ſtruggles for exiſtence. In 
ſuch a criſis, he ſhould hold himſelf unworthy the name of 
an Engliſhman, if he ſuffered any conſideration to interfere 
with his duty, and did not ſet at nought enmity abroad and 


of all, enmity of bad men againſt thoſe they have injured. 

That his concurrence in the propoſed amendment, was 
unavoidable, becauſe it went to enquiry; that two gentle- 
men [Mr. Buller and the Attorney General] had particu- 
larized the miſcarriage of the northern expedition, in which 
he was the unhappy principal actor; that he was, as laſt 
year, anxiouſly ſolicitous to bring that matter to a parlia- 
mentary inqueſt, not meaning thereby to preclude his ac- 
cuſers, if any ſuch there were, of a further trial of him by 
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their endeavours in the Houſe, united with his, for the pur- 
poſe of that enquiry. He believed there was not an officer 
who had ſerved in America, that did not equally wiſh for 
enquiry into the conduct of the war. 

The great ipring upon which the ſalvation of this country 


natural allies of this country abroad ? The utmoſt comfort 
that the noble Lord [Lord North] had been able to afford 
us in this point, is, that he had done nothing to eſtrange 

4 the 


he old allies of this country. Did it appear, had we any 
eaſon to hope, that we had a ſingle friendly port from the 
Archipelago to the Baltic? Even Portugal, fo often ſaved 
by our arms, ſo conſtantly foſtered by our commercial trea- 
ies, the very child of our generoſity, forſakes us in our 
eed, and makes her contempt an excuſe for her ingratitude! 
Was he miftaken in ſuppoſing we had not one ally? He 
ould he happy to be undeceived. The information, that 
n opening a war againſt the whole force of the family com- 
pat, perhaps with the afliſtance of Holland, the informa- 
ion that we had a firm and well digeſted treaty with the 
ourts of Ruſſia and Berlin, would tend to draw a willing 
tribute from the public purſe, and better aſſiſt our ſupplies, 
han negotiations between the Treaſury and the India Houſe, 
for months together. But if we had no confidence among 
pur old natural allies, had we the reſpect of our enemies? 
He need only refer to the reſcript of the French Ambaſlador, 
or an inſult unheard-of in any former age; to the treat- 
ment ſhewn by the Congreſs to the Commiſfioners ; and 
laſtly, to their reply concerning the ratification of the Sa- 
ratoga convention. He would join with the heavieſt re- 
d proaches that could be caſt on the Congreſs, for ſuch a vio- 
e lation of public faith; but the inſtance, with all the igno- 

miny that attends it on their part, will alſo mark our hu- 
1s WT miliation ; for, however devoid the Congreſs might be of 
principle, their common policy would have been our ſecuri- 
ty againſt ſuch proceeding, had we not been ſunk in their 
h Judgment, as 1n that of all the world, below the confidera- 
ſt tion of reſpect or ſpirit. 


1 If we had neither reſpe& with our allies, nor with our 
5 enemies, had we confidence at home? Where was that in- 
y ſpiration, which in the laſt war attended our fleets and ar- 
A mies? It is loſt in the obſervation, to which the milita 

: cannot be more blind than other men, that inftead of union 
r and found direction, our government was become a compound 


C of inconſiſtencies and incongruities, of principles the moſt 

remote, and formerly ſuppoſed irreconcileable. Obſtinacy 
V and indecifion, raſnneſs and puſillanimity, precipitaney and 
e languor, made up what was called a miniftry of department. 
1 Theſe ſuggeſted meaſures, theſe framed inftruftions, theſe 
t baffled, and then diſgraced your generals and admirals. The 
] miniſter took ſhelter in a convenient puzzle, a happy am- 
f biguity, - clauſe, __ tome conſolation for a 
2 . 
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national calamity in the enjoyment of a treacherous viQory 
over thoſe he had employed. 
The General concluded by obſerving, that to conſider the 
ſpeech from the throne as the ſpeech of the miniſter, was f 
old a parliamentary doQtrine, that he believed no perſo 
within thoſe walls would be hardy enough to diſpute it; bu 
that there were other places where it was the practice, an 
| the iniquity of perſons, to repreſent a diſagreement of opt. 
IM nion with the ſervants of the crown, as a diſreſpect to the 
1 King; that duty and attachment to the King were at the 
heart of every good ſubject; and, added to thoſe feelings in hi 
breaſt, there was moreover a deep imprefſion of obligation 
for the great favours that had been beſtowed upon him; 
that a noble Lord had, upon a former occaſion, recapitu- 
lated thoſe favours, and poſſibly might do ſo again; but 
that, however highly they might be ftated, his gratitude 
would accompany them: that under theſe impreſſions, i 
became peculiarly. and indiſpenſibly neceſſary for him to 
declare: them 1n that Houſe, becauſe, by the management 
of power, by a ſort of miniſterial ſpell (never could tha 
term of the black art be more properly applied) he wa 
precluded from profeſſing his duty in the royal preſence, 
That in ſpeaking in that Houſe he ſpoke in the face d 
his country; and he truſted the time could not be re- 
. mote when the voice of the country, and the light of truth, 
: would pierce the gloomy atmoſphere that enwrapt the throng, 
and ſhew things as they were; when men ſhould be judge 
by their conduQ, not by their misfortunes, and when they 
who were the leaſt ſucceſsful in their actions, might {tl 
be found faithful ſervants of their country and their Kan 
in their principles, and never more faithful than in with- 
holding, as far as in them lay, the ſanction of Parliament 
to the miſconduct of his miniſters. | 
Lord George Germain, in anſwer to the General, tec 
occaſion to ſtate his precluſion from court as a matter d 
- courſe pending an enquiry ; and his Lordſhip remark, 
that the General had no great cauſe to complain of inten- 
tional hard treatment, as an order which had been ſent hin 
to return to his poſt when his health would permit, had not 
been enforced, notwithſtanding he ſeemed to be in perfel 
= health. His Lordthip ſaid, he had not ſeen the letter, not 
= - the anſwer, but he underſtood it was only an acknowledg: 
= ment of having received it. | 
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Col. Barr? roſe and gave a general reply to the ſeveral Col. Barre. 


eeches made on the part of adminiſtration, He ſaid, he 
ould never be perſuaded to believe, that the objections made 
o the amendment moved by his right honourable friend near 
jim [Mr. T. Townſhend | would be ſufficient to ſatisfy that 

ouſe, on the ground of reaſon and fair argument, that a 
var with France involved in it inevitably a continuance of 
rroſecuting the war againſt America, at leaſt an offenſive one. 
t would be, in fact, confolidating the intereſts of France 
nd America in ſuch a manner, and breathing ſuch a princi- 
ple of union in their councils, that no ſyſtem of policy, how- 
ver wiſely planned or judiciouſly executed, would ever here- 
iter be able to ſeparate or extinguiſh ; it would teach the 
olonies to look on Great Britain as the common enemy; 
very advantage gained over us by France would be looked 
pon by them as an acquiſition of ſo much power and ſtrength 
hrown into their ſcale ; her defeats or misfortunes would 
de conſidered as the defcats and misfortunes of the thirteen 

nited States: in fine, all hopes of conciliation or friendly 
Intercourſe would be for ever baniſhed from their thoughts ; 
and the great iſſue would be, which party had the ſtrongeſt 
arm and the longeſt (word, If this was the effective, nay, in- 


deed, the obvious language of the ſpeech, and if this lan- 


guage was to be adopted by the addreſs, it behoved every ho- 
neft man, every friend to his country, to meaſure our abili- 
ties before we committed the fate of this country to the event 
of ſo hazardous a conteſt, In making this eſtimate, it would 
be neceſſary to go ſomewhat into detail, in order to enquire 
into the extent of our abilities; our reſources in men and 
money; to know what alliances were in our power; to exa- 
mine into the actual ſtate of the nation, &c. and upon a full 
and accurate ſtate of the whole, to balance the total againſt 
the ſtrength and reſources of our enemies, and upon a com- 
pariſon of both, come to a concluſion ſuited to the circum- 
ſtances themſelves, independent of any conſideration of falſe 
pride, falſe honour, or national reſentment, The queſtion 
in the eye of reaſon, cool reflection, and ſound policy, could 
not be, what were the extent or magnitude of our provoca- 
tions ; but how far we were, or were not, in a condition to 
procure redreſs ? France, he allowed, ated in ſome ſenſe, 
baſely and perfidiouſly. - America had, moſt certainly, enter- 
ed into a moſt unnatural alliance : but it was not becauſe 
France was inſolent and treacherous, or the colonies forget- 
ful and ungrateful, that we ſhould arm our ſecret or declared 
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enemies with the means of following their wrongs with freſh 
injuries, or madly ruſh, in a fit of blind revenge, on certain 
ruin and deſtruction. 

Much had been ſaid by ſeveral honourable gentlemen who 
ſupported the addreſs, to prove, that our abilities were equal 
to our reſentments; that our reſources were immenſe ; that the 
Congreſs were tyrants, and were obeyed only through fear; 
that the people of America who acknowledged their power, 
had done ſo, not from motives of good-will, but to avoid 
puniſhment ; that they univerſally hated the French, though 
come to protect them; that with ſuch an augmentation az 
we could ſend out in the ſpring, we ſhould not only be able 
to retain what we were already in poſſeſſion of, but to carry 
on an offenſive war, and make freſh conqueſts ; and that di- 
vided among themſelves, diſſatisfied with their governors, 
and jealous of their new allies, the repoſſeſſing of America 
was ſtill practicable. Theſe aſſertions, however plauſibly or 
confidently urged, were many of them doubtful, and others 
were known to be exaggerated or ill- founded. He did not 
mean, he ſaid, at ſo late an hour of the night, to go into a 
minute inveſtigation of each of thoſe heads, to diſprove the 
facts, or weigh the probabilities on either fide, It was 
enough for him to maintain in argument, that no ſound lead- 
ing fact had been ſufficiently authenticated to determine the 
concluſions of that Houſe; and the reſt amounted to mere 
probabilities, or rather poſſibilities. The ſpeech from the 
throne held no ſuch language; the two miniſters preſent, who 
would gladly have caught at any circumſtance which would 

lerded them proper ground to ſtand upon, by no means 
relied in argument upon thoſe vague uncertain conjectures; 
conjectures, he was bold to maintain, that might be urged in 
any ſituation : indeed, miniſters were tired of reſortiag to 
ſuch arguments, they were aſhamed any more to repeat them, 
and they were cautious to perſiſt in the ſame tone of predic- 
tion, that had been in every inſtance in which it was uſed 
moſt notoriouſly falſiſied. The ſpeech diſclaimed holding 
out ſuch deluſive hopes, and the framers of it were ſilent, in 
a great meaſure, on the ſubjet; though they did not ſeem 
much diſpleaſed with their friends, for endeavouring to eſta- 
bliſh a mode of reaſoning and concluſion which they had fo 
ſucceſsfully employed in every preceding ſtage of this fatal 
war from the very commencement. 

Leaving, however, theſe long-ſighted politicians to their 
very curious ſpeculative reſcarches into the womb of futurity, 
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e ſhould chiefly confine what he had to offer to the contents 
f the ſpeech itſelf, the language of miniſters, and the actual 
tuation of things both at home and abroad. 

The ſpeech, in the firſt place, has given us a ſhort hiſtory 
the conduct of France, in very ſtrong terms of accuſation 
nd reproach ; it has deſcribed our open and declared ene - 
ies in very plain, diſtin terms, and it has not failed to in- 
nuate, that we have reaſon to fear that there are other po- 
ers who have not yet thought proper to avow themſelyes in 
ch a manner, as to give ſufficient ſecurity that they may 
ot take a part againſt us; the paſſage itſelf is ſo pointed, that 
e beſt comment on its rea] purport will be calling the at- 
ntion of the Houſe to the very words. It informs Parlia- 
ent, that the great armaments of other powers, however 
iendly and ſincere their profeſſions, however juſt and ho- 
durable their purpoſes, mult neceſſarily engage their atten- 
on.” 

If this intimation, thus artfully diſguiſed in ambiguous. 
anguage, did not amount to direct proof of the hoſtile diſpo- 
tion of Spain, it was ſufficient to alarm Parliament, when 
was coupled with the additional circumſtance of the actual 
gagements ſubſiſting between the reſpective branches of the 
ouſe of Bourbon, In conſidering the propriety of the pre- 
ent propoſed addreſs, it would not, he preſumed, be ſtreteh- 
ag probabilities too-far, nor appealing to remote or fine-fpun 
peculation, to ſuppoſe, if the aid of Spain ſhould become 
ceſſary, that inſtead of France or the United States ſingle 
landed, we ſhould have to contend with France, Spain and 
America. The ſpeech, he affirmed, imported this, or it 
eated ideal bug-bears, merely to deter us from adopting the 
ery meaſures it affected to recommend. 

This, he ſaid, brought him to the language held by mi- 
iſters themſelves, which he had a right to interpret, as the 
eſt and moſt authentic conſtruction of the ſpeech. They 
amed it, and they muft be the ableſt interpreters of their 
wn meaning, The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, who 
as Conſidered as the oracle of that Houſe, had ſpoken upon 
ery ſubject but what was properly the queſtion before the 
ouſe. He had ſpoke as a ſeaman and ſoldier ; but had been 
uite ſilent in his miniſterial character. He had mentioned the 
vacuation of Philadelphia; the engagement off Breſt, the 27th 
f July ; the failureof Admiral Byron, and the bad ſucceſs of 
ur admirals and generals, whom, as well as himſelf and his col- 
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ſeagues in office, he was ſo kind to exculpate, and throw all 
the blame upon chance, misfortune, and the elements; but ng 
the ſtrength of our enemies, and our ability tocontend with them, 
he did not ſeem deſirous to beſtow much attention. The no- 
ble Lord was never, however, at a loſs to ſtart ſome ſubjed 
which ſhould ſerve him in the place of all other matter, and 
which at the ſame time ſhould catch the attention of the 
Houſe. Our fleets and armies, on the opening of every ſel: 
ſion, were to perform wonders; but now they were onl 
mentioned in the ſpeech, to paſs an oblique cenſure upon 
them, for the efforts made have not been attended with the 
| ſucceſs which the vigour of the exertions ſeemed to promiſe,” 
The noble Lord truits every thing to the militia, If ou 
trade and commerce ſuffer; it America is loſt; if our depen. 
dencies in the Eaſt or Welt Indies are already on the eve oP 
falling into the hands of our enemies; if the Mediterranean 
is neglected, and our valuable fortreſſes there in danger; the 
noble Lord ſettles all accounts with an eulogium on the mi. 
litia. If France is leagued with America, and Spain ſhould 
unite with both; what of that? Even ſuppoſe, that Holland 
ſhould conſpire with our other enemies, in order to effect ou 
total deſtruction, the anſwer, and the reaſon of every ſpecies 
of national confidence, is, that we have a militia; and a 
long as we have, the king om is ſecure ; and if the kingdon 
is ſecure, ſo muſt every part of the empire. 
For his part, he ſaid, no man had an higher opinion of the 
value of ſuch a conſtitutional body of men; they were thei 
beſt and moſt faithful guardians of the true intereſts, as wel 
as the liberties of their country. It gave him particular plc 
ſure to find ſo noble and fo patriotic a ſpirit breathe throughout 
all ranks who compoſed that very reſpectable corps. He fel 
additional pleaſure, when upon converſing with an intimate 
friend and old acquaiatance of his | Lord Amherſt] now de. 
ſervedly raiſed to the command of the army [Here a lu 
laugh. ] who aſſured him, that the militia in general were F 
complete and well diſciplined a body of men as he ever bi 
held in his life, and every way as fic for ſervice as any vet 
ran corps in Europe. There were many of his friends, mei 
on whom he could fafely rely, and who had particularly ex- 
erted themſelves in putting that corps on its preſent reſpects 
ble footing, that confirmed every thing he had been told 9 
his worthy friend; willing, therefore, to believe every thing 
that could poſſibly be ſaid in their commendation ; willing u 
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rant every thing which the noble Lord could build upon that 
ircumſtance, what did it amount to? That our militia, aided 
y the ſtanding military force of this kingdom, was able to 
nake head againſt an enemy, ſo as to prevent an invaſion ; 
r if a landing was effected, to repel the foe with diſgrace and 
lefeat. 

But if he allowed this in its fulleſt extent, he begged that 
he noble Lord would not expect to take more by this admiſ- 
ion than the aſſertion would fairly bear, Would the militia 
ſſiſt in recovering America? Would the militia defend our 
jependencies in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies? Would the mili— 
ia protect our fortreſſes in the Mediterranean, and our com- 
merce? Would the militia fave Ireland from inv aſion? Would 
he militia co-operate with cur navy, and be the means of 
diving it a ſuperiority over that of France and Spain? If all 
hoſe queſtions muſt be anſwered flatly in the negative, then, 
whatever other ſtreſs the noble Lord laid upon the aid of the 

ilitia amounted juſt to this, that it was equal to the taſk of 
lefending this country and no more; and that all our depen- 
Jencies, of every deſcription, muſt fall if attacked; or de- 
dend upon fleets and armies for ſecurity, protection and de- 
ence, 

But he begged leave to remind his Lordſhip, that even in 
eſpect of the home- defence, other circumitances called for 
is Lordſhip's attention, or thoſe whom he advifed with on 

ilitary affairs; for though every thing which men fighting 
or all that was dear to them might be weil expected from the 

ilitia, it was neceſſary to put all tenable places in a poſture 
bf defence. A numerous and well diſciplined enemy can only 
de retarded by fortreſſes and ſtrong poſts; ſuch impediments 
ſerve to divide their force, to protract operations, and embar- 
aſs and obſtruct their progreſs into the country, Double 
are ſhould be uſed in putting our naval arſenals into a proper 
ſtate of reſiſtance; no endcavours ſhould be wanting to ten- 
ler, as much as poſſible, the metropolis inacceſſible io any 
ſudden approach; and if, in caſe of a landing in the northern 
dr ſouthern parts of the kingdom, the force of the nation 

ould be neceſſarily divided, one part or the other muſt ſub- 

it, Or a battle be hazarded upon unequal terms, if the enemy 
had no obſtruction but what they ſhould meet in the field. 
Independent of theſe particulars, there were ſeveral parts of 
he iſland vulnerable, and which it would be impoſſible for 
the militia to defend---But he begged pardon of the Houſe ; 
he forgot that the noble Lord in the blue ribbon was warden 
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urge an uncertain war with France to no purpoſe ; whey, 
whatever our ſucceſſes may be, it will always be in the powe 
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of the Cinque Ports. If he had recollected that circumſtance, 
he would not have taken up the time of the Houſe on fo un- 
neceſſary a precaution, The Cinque Ports were ſo mary 
towns intruſted with the defence of the kingdom, for which, 
in return, they enjoyed ſeveral peculiar and beneficial privi. 
leges. His Lordſhip, happily for the kingdom, filled the 
important poſt of directing that mode of ancient defence; 
and there was little doubt but his Lordſhip, from the ſam 
generous motives which induced him to accept of the truſt 
would take care to fee it faithfully and effectually executed 
What then had the kingdom or empire to dread ? The mili. 
tia could defend it from all hoſtile attacks on land, and the 
Lord Warden would protect it againſt all maritime hoſtility, 
_ He faid, the ſpeech fairly pointed out our enemies; but 
the noble Lord, except in the inftances alluded to, forbore to 
mention our means of reſiſtance out of the kingdom, and, in 
fact, acknowledged that our dependencies lay at the merc 
of our enemies. France was already ſuperior to us in the 
Mediterranean, and in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. If the 
Spain ſhould take part in the quarrel againſt us, was it no 
evident, that our dependencies muſt inevitably fall, al mot 
without ſtriking a blow? And if the ſame contingency ſhoull 
fall out, was it not equally evident, that France, already 
nearly equal to us in the European feas, would if joined by 
Spain be infinitely an over-match for us. This, he content- 
ed, was the ſingle point which called for the moſt ſerious con- 
ſideration of the Houſe---Shall the addreſs go to the throne i 
its preſent form? Shall we run the riſque of being ſtripped d 
every foot of land we poſſeſs beyond low water mark, 

the ſingle event of Spain joining with France? But ſuppoſe 
Spain ſhould think proper for the preſent to defiſt ; ſhall wr 
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of Spain to rob us of the fruits of our victories, and to pre: 
vent us from any indemnification for our waſte of blood and 
treaſure, by preſcribing to us, upon the pretence of amity, 
any terms the pleaſes, be they ever fo diſgraceful or 1nade- 
quate ? 

He then proceeded to conſider the peculiar ſtate of the ſi- 
gar iflands, which he affirmed had been moſt ſhamefully neg: 
lected, though he had predicted literally what had ſince hap 
pened, and preſſed frequently upon miniſters in that Hou 
to make a ſuitable proviſion for their protection and ſecurity, 
[ Here another loud laugh.] Hs ſaid, gentlemen m_ yerf 
| welcome 
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elcome to make merry at his expence, but that ſhould never 


un prevent him from diſcharging his duty. Soon after we re- 
any eived accounts of the termination of the laſt campaign; but 
ich, |Þnore particularly, as ſoon as miniſters had no longer even the 


olour of a pretence, for ſuppoſing that France had no inten- 
tion of interfering in the diſpute with our colonies, he endea- 
oured to awaken them to a proper ſenſe of the danger the Weſt 
ndia iſlands would be in, and how very neceſſary it was to 
end an immediate and effectual ſupply for their protection and 
defence. The anſwer given by the noble Lord and his ca- 
xdjutor was, the taſk of d-fending our poſleſſions in the Weſt 
Indies by a land force is impracticable, and would be in a 


be ever protected by a naval force. As long as we are ſuperior 
at ſea, our inſular dependencies muſt be defended by our ſu- 
perior fleets. While we continue maſters at ſea, the Weſt 
India iſlands would have nothing to fear from France; it 


T | 
N would be therefore totally abſurd to put the nation to an un- 
ne neceſſary expence. I doubted of this reaſoning, ſaid he, at 
no the time, becauſe I did not believe that we were in a ſtate gf 
of MWnaval preparation to ſufficiently afford that ſpecies of aſſi- 
uli ſtance on which miniſters ſeemed ſo confidently to rely. 
ad ftated my doubts and fears, and they baye been realized 
br Exactly as I foreſaw. W hat has happened ? Dominica, one 

nd. of your moſt valuable iſlands, has fallen, into the hands 

on. of the enemy. Where was your boaſted naval ſuperiority, 


hen two frigates and a few ſloops, &c. were permitted 
to land a military force, and make a conqueſt of this very 

aluable and important iſland? Did not I tell you, in my 
place, when the army returns were laid upon your table, that 
12c0 men were not a ſufficient defence for the whole of your 
dependencies in the Weſt Indies? Hath not what I urged 
upon that point proved literally true ? | 

But miniſters by their public conduct, as well as their con- 
duct in this Houſe, have affected to treat the loſs of Domi- 
nica as a matter of little, or indeed of no importance; they 
have not deigned even to give it a place in the Gazette, 
hough they have communicated, through the ſame channel, 
he importance intelligence of the taking of the iſland of Mi- 
Juelon and St. Pierre. | | | 
Here, he ſaid, he muſt enumerate the particulars of this 
plorious conqueſt, in which he talked of the oil, blubber, 
and 170 muſkets, and the formality of the capitulation ; he 

Vol. XI. | hap- 


great meaſure inefficacious; our diſtant dependencies muſt 


$7 


N 1 
= 
5 ! 

o 
* 
\ . 
+. 
- 4 
_ 
_ 
1 
_ 
. 
= 
t 
* 
t 1 
{0 
1 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


happened to ſay, that his information on this ſubject wy 
from an officer, as brave and as able a man as he ever kney, 
and for whom he retained the higheſt perſonal eſteem, which 
occaſioned another loud laugh: he proceeded, however, an 
drew this concluſion ; that no better proof could be given 9 
the uniform ſpirit of deluſion and impoſition which pervade 
the conduct of miniſters, than the omitting any mention d 
the loſs of Dominica in the Gazette, and at the ſame time 
dwelling with ſuch an appearance of exultation and pompo. 
ſity on the taking of a barren iſland in the northern ſea, an 
a few fiſhing boats, tons of oil, and ruſty muſkets, * 

He next proceeded to contraſt the loſs of Dominica with 
that of Miquelon and St. Pierre. He ſaid, there were docu- 
ments which would prove, that the imports into this country 
from that iſland in the year 1773, amounted 268, cool. mor, 
five times over, than the fee ſimple of Miquelon; and the ex. 
ports from hence to 50, oool. and he preſumed, though he di 
not pretend to aſcertain the fact, that both ſince that perid 
were conſiderably on the increaſe ; it fo, then ſurely miniſter 
were moſt unpardonably to blame, to truſt the defence of 50 
valuable a poſſeſſion to 171 men rank and file; which appear. 
ed to be the whole of the force on the iſland, at the timed 
the laſt returns laid before that Houſe by the proper officer; 
and by the terms of capitulation, that force, inadequate as i 
was, appeared to have been conſiderably diminiſhed : bu 
when other circumſtances were mentioned, he had no doubt, 
but the Houſe would hear them with aſtoniſhment and indis- 
nation. 

Minifters, when it anſwered the temporary purpoſes of de 
bate, had, as already mentioned, condemned any other mean 
of defence, but what could be derived from a ſuperior fleet: 
but they were not always of that opinion: for he could prot 
from parliamentary documents, and from the teſtimony of a 
honourable gentleman in his eye, [ſuppoſed to mean A. Br 
con] that vaſt ſums had been granted by Parliament for th 
internal defence of Dominica, no leſs than the ſum of 64, co! 
within a very few years, the principal part of which paſſe 
through that honourable gentleman's hands, Fortreſſes wer 
erected, poſts fortified ; but it ſeems, men to man or defenl 
them were thought totally unneceſlary : nay, fo eager ws 
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adminiſtration to render the iſland invulucrable, that before t 
brick was laid, or any previous ſtep taken, no leſs than % 
trifliag 1 
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*The account of the French taking Dominica was nor publiſh 
in the London Gazette till the firſt of December, 1778. 
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ifling ſum of 5cool. was paid for ſurveying the iſland, and 
iving in plans of the ftrong holds, batteries and forts thought 
zeceſlary to be erected, It was true, that a very formidable 
ain of artillery, amounting to upwards of 170 pieces of can- 
zon, was included in the ſum already mentioned; but moſt 
pnfortunately, every ſhilling that had been expended, was not 
only rendered of no ſervice in defending the place for want of 
en, but was ſo much money worſe than thrown away, be- 
auſe it was actually laid out for the benefit of our enemies; 
or every ſingle gun taken, or work raiſed, would be em- 
ployed either defenſively or offenſively againſt us. 

He ſaid, ſuch was the firſt fatal blow ſtruck in the Weſt 
ndies ; and, conſidering the vicinity of the French ſugar 
lands, their military ſtrength, and our naval imbecility, in 
hat quarter of the globe, he {hould not be at all ſurprized to 
ear of other of the iſlands ſharing the ſame fate, and in the 
nd, of our being ſtripped of every fingle foot of land we poſ- 
eſſed there, 

He lamented the melancholy ſituation of the unhappy per- 
ons who had their property in thoſe iſlands, conſidering the 
ery precarious tenure by which they held it; he ſaid, if ſome- 
hing were not ſpeedily dane, the Weſt India merchants and 
planters muſt be totally ruined. He was well informed, that 
he worſt conſequences were dreaded by that very uſeful and 
reſpectable body. He had the pleaſure of knowing a gentle- 
man who had very large poſſeſſions and extenſive dealings in 
thoſe iſlands, whoſe public and private character does him 
honour in the opinion of every party ; the gentleman was an 
alderman, and a member of that Houſe, whom he did not 
now ſee in his place, he ſhould therefore take the liberty to 
mention his name; it was Mr. Oliver, who, on account of 
the critical ſituation of his affairs, had reſolved to quit all his 
onnections here as a public man, and repair to the Weſt 
Indies, to take care of his private concerns. He highly ap- 
proved of his prudence, as well as his public declaration; that 
allegiance was due only where it was returned by protection; 
for where the Jatter was omitted through neglect, or wilfully 
withheld, either directly or by conſequence, the former was 
no longer due. 
After dwelling very fully on theſe ſeveral heads, he referred 
to that paſſage inthe addreſs, which ſeemed to caſt a cenſure 
on the commanders by ſea and land, which he treated with the 
utmolt ſeverity, as robbing men of the firſt profeſſional cha- 
racter in this country, and ” the firſt reſpect as individuals, 
2 : of 


$P 


_— — 8 
- - ——— — 
— 5 3 
- — —_ . - — — — = 
- - 1 7 
O_o — 
worn on \ \ 
_— 5271 
— — — 


* I. 


b WON A nnretpogns 


aſſertion, he appealed to the proper knowledge of the Houſe, 


ferred to a wel 


they were engaged in, convened them aboard his own {hip 
and told them, the queſtion to be conſidered by them, # 
ptofeſſional men, was not, whether the powers they acted ut 
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of what to a ſeaman or ſoldier muſt be dearer than life, «f 
their fame and reputation; and that, in order to cover of 
palliate their own blunders and groſs incapacity as miniſters, 
No man who had tried them, he affirmed. would ſuffer him. 
ſelf to be again deceived, miſrepreſented, and, as far as their 
power went, eventually diſgraced, No man but a mad-man, 
and one totally regardleſs of his own honour and reputation, 
after what had already happened, would truſt both, not to the 
fortune of war, but as the mere ſcape-goat, to anſwer for the 
crimes and follies of men every way inadequate to fill the im. 
portant ſtations in which they were placed, To ſupport thi 


if every man who had been employed under the preſent ad. 
miniſtration had not in ſome meaſure been diſgraced; whe. 
ther in their abſence they had not been ſhamefully villifel 
and traduced; whether they had not been miſrepreſente 
openly, or their characters ſecretly aſſæfnñnated in print, in 
miniſterial pamphlets and newſpapers, in converſations bol 
within and without their doors. | 
But if no other reaſon exiſted for the great names which he 
-alluded to declining any ſervice under ſuch an adminiſtration, 
the mode lately adopted for carrying on the war in America 
was ſufficient to make them fly from ſuch a ſervice with horror, 
and with the utmoſt abhorrence of thoſe who were the au- 
thors and adviſers of it. Engliſhmen, naturally brave, gene 
Tous and humane, muſt-reyoltat any ſervice ſo utterly repuz- 
nant to their feelings, and the principles which they imbibel 
by their habits and education under a free government, A 
ſoldiers, they muſt refuſe to carry fo barbarous a plan int 
execution; as citizens, they muſt deteſt any plan of poliq 
which muſt terminate in ſlavery or extirpation. 
A learned crown officer over the way, ſuppoſed to har 
great weight in our public councils | Attorney General] had 
with his uſual addreſs, endeavoured to ſhew, that the duties 
of an officer were merely miniſterial; that he muſt execu 
his orders punctually, without queſtioning their political pro- 
priety or their juſtice ; and, in ſupport of this opinion, t. 
J known anecdote of the celebrated Admird 
Blake, who on diſcovering on ſome occaſion, that the off 
'cers who (ſerved under him were diſſatisfied with the ſervict 
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er were ſuch as they approved of, but whether having the de- 
nce of the kingdom and the Britiſh flag committed to their 
are, they ſhould not do all in their power to preſerve both 
nd diſtieſs the common enemy. He allowed, that when 
nen embarked in a command, and accepted of a ſervice with 
| its annexed conditions, they were bound by the reaſoning 
f Blake, and were in duty and honour engaged to acquit 
emſelves according to their particular ſituation at the time: 
ut he was certain, that Blake then, and every officer now, 
the capacity of a citizen and a repreſentative in this Houſe, 
ood juſtified in declining any fervice of which he diſap- 
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iſe WSroved, or cenſuring, as a ſenator, any meaſure of policy 
ad. hich he looked upon to be contrary to the uſages of war, or 
be. epugnant to the honour and intereſts of his country; and as 
eo the very matter alluded to, he was ſatisfied that Blake as a 


itizen and member of that Houſe, in his ſenatorial character, 
ould gladly have contributed tv pull down the form of go- 
ernment and uſurpation under which he fought and conquer- 
d as a ſeaman. 


America was totally changed. It was no longer a ſtruggle 
rie or popular rights, no matter whether ideal or well found- 
d, on one fide, or of a ſyftem of treaty, lenity, and good- 
vill, leading to conciliation, on the other. France and 
ne America were now, to be conſidered as one power, formed of 
wo parts; their declared intereſts were the ſame, ſo was 
their friends and enemies; it was therefore impoſſible to ſe- 
arate them in any one point of view, in which they could 
doffibly be conſidered. | < 

The right hon. gentleman at the table [Mr. Town- 
end] who had moved the amendment, framed it on a ſup- 
doſed diſtinction, that America could be detached from her 
noagements with Fracce; or if not, by ceaſing to proſecute 
he war in that country, the Colonies might he induced to 
x neutral part, Such an idle and yain ſuppoſition, he muſt 
tonfels aſtoniſhed him, when it was evident, that almoſt 


J very perſon who ſpoke in favour of the amendment, con- 
6 luded, that fo far as the preſent cauſe of quarrel between 


France and Great Britain could be ſuppoſed to operate, the 
United States would never retinquith their engagements 
v1th the court of Verſailles. 

He gave his opinion thus freely, as a Britiſh ſenator, to- 
ally unacquainted with the real motives, which may have 
determined 
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determined the national counſels. He had often declared 
before, and he now wiſhed to repeat it, that neither his ſitu- 
ation nor habits of hfe, furniſhed him with any means of 
information, but what he heard within thoſe walls, or in 
common converſation. So far as thoſe lights were ſuffi 
cient to direct him, he had formed his opinions, and he 
thought they enabled him to pronounce without reſerve, that 
France and America ſhould be conſidered as one enemy; and 
that every conceſſion offered to either, muſt in reality be 
applied to both. Suppoſe, for inſtance, that our fleets and 
armies ſhould be recalled from America, or our offenfive 
operations ſuſpended, was war to be purſued againſt France! 
If it was, he was ready to maintain and prove, that ſuch a 
war would be deemed by the Colonies, to all intents and 
purpoſes, a continuance of hoſtilities againſt them; and 
. would involve fimilar conſequences, as if made upon them- 
| ſelves. The amendment therefore, in his opinion, meant 
nothing; unleſs it was intended to be followed by a conceſ- 
fional treaty, the baſis of which, beſides ailing every 
claim of ſuperiority over America, muſt be accompa- 
nied by other conceſſions not leſs diſgraceful, -though not 
perhaps ſo deſtructive to the power and intereſts of this 

country. | 
The hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, wiſhed, he ſaid, fin- 
cerely for unanimity. He profeſſed ſo ſtrong a deſire for it 
that he ſaid he would agree to almoſt any addreſs, in the 
preſegt poſture of affairs, ſooner than let our enemies knon 
that we were divided, fo that it could be done conſiſtently wii 
the public tafety. He admired the hon. gentleman's candour; 
but for his part, he would never publicly approve of meaſures 
which he ſecretly difliked. He knew the value of union 
as well as any man ; but he ſhonld never conſent to purchaſe 
It, at the expence of his conſcience,” or when contrary to hi 
judgment. The hon. gentleman and his friends, might be 
in adminiftration to-morrow ; but whether thoſe at this or 
that fide of the Houſe were in power, he was determined re- 
ver to make a {ſurrender of his underſtanding to ſtrengthen 
the adminiſtration of any ſet of men in office, If they ade 
right, that to him would always be a ſuthcient inducement 
to give them his ſupport ; when they acted wrong, nothing 
7 ſhould prevail on him to contradict his own ſentiments. 
'S He would never purchaſe union at ſuch a price; and if the 
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on. gentleman's friends ſhould come into place, and the 
rgument of unanimity ſhould be urged, as a reaſon for his 
pporting meaſures contrary to his own judgment, it would 
ever weigh with him; for he ſhould look upon himſelf at 

U liberty to determine on the particular circumſtances, as 
hey might ariſe, and by no means bound to any aflent, but 
hat was preceded by conviction. | 

The addreſs moved, was as uſual, a reply and approbation 
> the King's ſpeech. The amendment, though recom- 
nending vigorous meaſures to be adopted againſt France, 
nd for the general defence of the empire, was in fact a ne- 
ative. He therefore wiſhed that gentlemen would confi- 
ler the real queſtion before the Houſe, and give their vote 
ccordingly ; and ſeriouſly reflect, that a negative on the 
reſent occaſion, under any ſpecious pretence whatever, would 
mount to a direct refuſal of ſupporting his Majeſty againft 
is open and declared enemies; and, that under circumſtances 
f aggravation, of inſolence, and perfidy hitherto unknown 
o any ſovereign of this country for many ages. On this 
arrow ground, the queſtion at preſent ſtood ; and what- 
ver motives of policy might hereafter ſhew themſelves in 

is buſineſs, the judgment of the Houſe muſt be ſolely de- 
ermined by the conſideration, whether France was or was 
dot to be reſiſted in her perfidious attacks and treacherous 
machinations on the intereſts and honour of this country. 

Much, he faid, had in the courſe of the debate been urged 
gainſt the conduct of miniſters, both reſpecting the meaſures 
planned by them, and their ſuppoſed ill- treatment of thoſe, 
o whoſe care they committed the carrying them into exe- 
ution, He meant the officers intruſted with ſuperior com- 
mands in the army and navy. 

The hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had relied much in 
argument upon this latter circumſtance; but he begged leave 
o differ with him entirely, both as to the fact and conclu- 
lion, One great naval officer had expreſſed himſelf in 
avour of the addreſs, by ſaying, he ſhould vote for it; 
ind had expreſſed his diſapprobation of an enquiry (con- 
radicted by his Lordſhip by a nod of diſſent.) But 
uppoſing it were otherwiſe, he could not perceive what 
lirect relation an enquiry had to the addreſs; they were 
not incompatible with each other. The addreſs might be 
agreed to this night, and an enquiry might be moved at 

any 
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determined the national counſels. He had often declare 
before, and he now wiſhed to repeat it, that neither his ſitu- 
ation nor habits of life, furniſhed him with any means of 
information, but what he heard within thoſe walls, or in 
common converſation. So far as thoſe lights were ſuff. 
cient to direct him, he had formed his opinions, and he 
thought they enabled him to pronounce without reſerve, that 
France and America ſhould be conſidered as one enemy; and 
that every conceſſion offered to either, muſt in reality be 
applied to both. Suppoſe, for inſtance, that our fleets an 
armies ſhould be recalled from America, or our offenſive 
operations ſuſpended, was war to be purſued againſt France! 
If it was, he was ready to maintain and prove, that ſuch : 
war would be deemed by the Colonies, to all intents and 
purpoſes, a continuance of hoſtilities againſt them; and 
would involve ſimilar conſequences, as if made upon them- 
ſelves. The amendment therefore, in his opinion, meant 
nothing; unleſs it was intended to be followed by a concef- 
ſional treaty, the baſis of which, beſides 1 ever 
claim of ſuperiority over America, muſt be accompæ- 
nied by other conceſſions not leſs diſgraceful,” though not 
perhaps ſo deſtructive to the power and intereſts of thi 
country. 

The hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, wiſhed, he ' ſaid, fin- 
cerely for unanimity. He profeſſed fo ſtrong a deſire for it, 
that he faid he would agree to almoſt any addreſs, in the 
preſegt poſture of affairs, ſooner than let our enemies knoy 
that we were divided, fo that it could be done conſiſtently will 
the public ſafety. He admired the hon. gentleman's candour; 
but for his part, he would never publicly approve of meaſures 
which he ſecretly diſliked. He knew the value of union 
as well as any man; but he ſhonld never conſent to purchaſ 
It, at the expence of his conſcience,” or when contrary to hi 
judgment. The hon. gentleman and his friends, might be 
in adminiſtration to-morrow; but whether thoſe at his d 
that ſide of the Houſe were in power, he was determined ne- 
ver to make a ſurrender of his underſtanding to ſtrengthel 
the adminiſtration of any ſet of men in office, If they ated 
right, that to him would always he a ſufficient inducement 
to give them his ſupport; when they acted wrong, nothing 
ſhould prevail on him to contradi& his own ſentiments. 
He would never purchaſe union at ſuch a price; and if te 
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on. gentleman's friends ſhould come into place, and the 
gument of unanimity ſhould be urged, as a rcaſon for his 
pporting meaſures contrary to his own judgment, 1t would 
ever weigh with him; for he ſhould look upon himſelf at 
Ul liberty to determine on the particular circumſtances, as 
bey might ariſe, and by no means bound to any aſſent, but 
hat was preceded by conviction. 

The addreſs moved, was as uſual, a reply and approbation 
> the King's ſpeech. The amendment, though recom- 
nending vigorous meaſures to be adopted againſt France, 
nd for the general defence of the empire, was in fact a ne- 
ative, He therefore wiſhed that gentlemen would confi- 
er the real queſtion before the Houſe, and give their vote 
ccordingly ; and ſeriouſly reflect, that a negative on the 
reſent occaſion, under any ſpecious pretence whatever, would 
mount to a direct refuſal of ſupporting his Majeſty againft 
is open and declared enemies; and, that under circumſtances 
f aggravation, of inſolence, and perfidy hitherto unknown 
o any ſovereign of this country for many ages. On this 
Parrow ground, the queſtion: at preſent ſtood ; and what- 
ver motives of policy might hereafter ſhew themſelves in 

is buſineſs, the judgment of the Houſe muſt be ſolely de- 
ermined by the conſideration, whether France was or was 
jot to be reſiſted in her perfidious attacks and treacherous 
nachinations on the intereſts and honour of this country. 

Much, he ſaid, had in the courſe of the debate been urged 
gainſt the conduct of miniſters, both reſpecting the meaſures 
planned by them, and their ſuppoſed ill- treatment of thoſe, 
0 whoſe care they committed the carrying them into exe- 
ution, He meant the officers intruſted with ſuperior com- 
mands in the army and navy. 

The hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had relied much in 
irgument upon this latter circumſtance; but he begged leave 
o differ with him entirely, both as to the fact and conclu- 
lion, One great nayal officer had expreſſed himſelf in 
wour of the addreſs, by ſaying, he ſhould vote for it; 
ind had expreſſed his diſapprobation of an enquiry (con- 
radicted by his Lordſhip by a nod of difſent.) But 
ſuppoſing it were otherwiſe, he could not perceive what 
direct relation an enquiry had to the addreſs; they were 
ot incompatible with each other. The addreſs might be 
agrecd to this night, and an enquiry might be moved at 

any 
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any fubſequent period in the ſeſſion. For his part, | 
cauld not perceive either the meaning or neceſſity of 
previous enquiry. The addreſs might be neceflary, i 
might the enquiry; but to poſtpone the former, till the la 
ter took place, appeared to' him a moſt extraordinary pn 
poſition. As far as he could learn, there was uo blame in 
puted 1n any particular inſtance, but in one, he ſhould in 
mediately mention; and the paſlage in the ſpeech, ſo im 
diouſly commented on, imparted no cenſure upon any pe 
fon. It ſaid, and faid truly, that our ſucceſſes had not 
our expectations; but that no more implied any d 
gree of cenſure, than the diſappointments which the even 
of war are ſubject to. The exception he alluded to, x 
in reſpect of an hon. gentleman, under the gallery [ 
neral Burgoy ne.] He did not perſume to throw any blan 
upon that officer; but certainly, the failure of the expe 
tion committed to his charge, was the real cauſe of all o 
ſubſequent misfortunes ; of the interference of France; a 
of every calamity that has fince happened, He was n 
very fond of enquiries, unleſs he thought there was anu 
pu occaſion for them; but he acknowledged, that he woi 
extremely well pleaſed to have that particular matt 
fully examined, and fifted to the bottom. He thought then 
was miſmanagement ſomewhere ; and as he could not pr.ten 
to determine without proof, ſo he earneſtly wiſhed, th 
at a proper ſeaſon, the neceflary ſteps might be taken, | 
order to fix the blame where only it ought to reſt, 
was aware that ſuch an enquiry could not be ſet on foot 
preſent, becauſe the hon. gentleman was not amenab 
by the laws of war, to any tribunal in this country. Whe! 
ever the day ſhould arrive, that he was free from the cond 
tions of his captivity, that would be the proper time to er 
quire into his conduct, and how far he was, or was not ju 
nfied by his inſtructions; ia the mean time, all enquiry mi 
be ſuſpended. „„ | 
Mr. T. Townſhend cloſed the debate, by replying ſhort 
to the ſeveral objections tated to his motion. The Hou 
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after two o'clock in the morning, the Houſe divided: 
| For the amendment . 
Againſt it 226. 
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November 27. 
Report of the addreſs. 
Sir Philips Jennings Clerke (aid, he found himſelf under the Sir Philip 
ceſſity either to put a negative upon the addreſs, or to con- Fernings 
d for the amendment propoſed the day before. He ſaid, ae 
was highly improper at this criſis to pay compliments to 
e throne, at a time of public calamity, when the ſafety of 
e kingdom was manifeſtly at ſtake, and every hour was 
egnant with ſome new inſtance of the incapacity of the 
eſent miniſters. It appeared to him highly injurious to the 

ation to promiſe his Majeſty the effectual ſupport of that 
ouſe in meaſures deſtructive of his dominions, and for con- 
uing in office men who were reſolved to adhere to the ſame 
inous plans that had brought us into our preſent alarming 
uation. | 
Mr. Adam ſaid, he had offered himſelf to the Houſe, in the Mr. Aden. 

urſe of the night before, but as he found the debate in much 

ler and more important hands he did not perſiſt in his inten- 

dn of ſpeaking then. That he would have been happy, 

dwever, to have ſucceeded in his attempt to ſpeak on the for- 
er day, as the arguments he meant to take notice of were 
en freſh in the memory of the Houſe, However as he had 

iled in that, he would beg leave to recall the attention of the 
ouſe to what had paſſed on that occaſion, though it was perfect- 
conſiſtent with order to allude to the former debate, upon 
e report, He then ſaid that an honourable gentleman over- 

gainſt him [Sir William Meredith] had aſſerted that the con- 

liatory bills had paſſed much contrary to the inclination of 
e Houſe, though there had been no oppoſition to them, and. 

at the reluctant countenances of every perſon preſent had 

dewn the ill-will they bore that meaſure, which had not 

aſſed without ſingular unanimity, Mr. Adam ſaid it was 

ot his buſineſs to decide how far the Houſe, which had con- 
nted to that meaſure nemine contradicente, with apparent re- 

Ctance, had conſented with ſingular unanimity or no. He 
ly wiſhed to put in a word for himſelf. That if he was 

ot the only perſon, he was the firſt perſon that gave his opini- 

againſt thoſe bills, That having done what he thought 

is duty in delivering that opinion, he did not think he would 

ave been juſtifiable in carrying his oppoſition farther to a 

eaſure which was of ſo ſingular a nature as to meet with 

de united approbation of both ſides of the Houſe: He there- 

dre avoided ſaying no, upon the queſtion being called, as he 

tought an individual ought to acquieſce after having given 
s opinion, where that opinion was ſingle, and that he would 
Vox, XI, EET not 
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not have acted a proper part, if he had prevented that v0 
from going to America with all the force of nemine contra 
cente, ſtrongly attached to it, as that ſeemed to be thought 
E | matter of conſiderable importance by every other perſon, a 
tending very much to the ſucceſs of the meaſure. That will 
muſt take the liberty of telling the Houſe that his prediQion 
with reſpect to the effect of thoſe bills had been fulfilled ; thiff 
the miniſters, after having debaſed their country by an inco 
ſiſtent conduct and mean conceſſion, had reaped no advanta 
whatever from that meaſure. 
He ſaid nobody had a higher opinion of the reſources of thi 
country than he had, if they were in the hands of men u 
could call them forth; that the ſpirit of this country v: 
ſtill capable of producing great efforts; that in the courſe of thi 
laſt ſummer the conduct of the militia officers, deſerved al 
the praiſe that his Majeſty's ſpeech beſtowed upon then; 
that the nation would not be in danger, when men of th 
greateſt rank and fortune, and thoſe whoſe political opinion 
and conduct, however different, all united in the defence | 
their country. But that under miniſters who had not bea 
able to carry on a war with ſucceſs, againſt America alo 
we could never hope for their ſucceeding againſt that count 
united with France, and probably in a — time to be unit 
with Spain. That no perſon could be more zealous for th 
dependence of America upon this country; but now even 
point ſeemed to be yielded if the Congreſs had accepted of ta 
ation, trade and alteration of government, That we no 
fought only for the patronage of America, and he was not offi 
opinion that addition of influence to the miniſters of th 
Crown was a fit object for us to purſue; and he ſeemed t 
doubt, whether the dependence of America, with the pu 
tronage of it, or the independence of America, was moſt to 
dreaded, But he thought a dependent connection was ſtil] t 
be procured ; ſuch as would render the intereſt of both coun 
tries mutual. This he thought was not to be done by pu 
ſuing the war in America, but by making the moſt vigt 
rous exertions againſt France, and having America at rel 
That if the mind of America had no object upon whic 
to exert itſelf it would ſoon, become tired of the tyrani 
of the Congreſs, And if we ſhould be ſucceſsful againk 
the French at ſea and in their dependencies, it u 
more. than ' probable that the Americans would chaſe ay 
Monſieur Gerrard with as much hatred as they had receive 
him with cordiality. He ſaid he did not think the argumell 
of his honourable friend [Governor Johnſtone] was concli 
; cave, nor ſo logically accurate as, that gentleman's argumeni 
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general. He [Governor Johnſtone] ſeemed to think it ne- 
eſſary to carry on the war in America, yet he was of opinion 
at beating Monſieur D'Eſtaing would have given ſucceſs to 
e commiſſion. If the beating thirteen ſhips of the line of 
rance, armed at all points to attack us, could be attended with 
hat effect why ſhould we purſue a double war againſt France 
d America? Would it not be better to purſue the war 
gainſt France with vigour by the additional force we might 
ring againſt her, the American war being ſuſpended,” and 


hen to force France to relinquiſh the treaty with Ameri- 


a? In which caſe America muſt again come into the depen- 
ence of Great Britain, That the ſtate of our home defence 
id not ſeem to admit of ſending the troops wanted to carry 
n an offenſive war in America, That it was very true the 
puthern part of the iſland was well defended ; but it did not 
ppear to him that the northern parts of England and all 
.catland were in a reſpectable ſtate of defence. That after 
e Capital and the dock-yards, perhaps the moſt neceſſary 
dart to be defended was the coal-pits of Newcaſtle. That 


ith reſpe& to Scotland, in Autumn laſt four hundred muti- 


eers had for ſome days been maſters of the lives and fortunes 
f ſome thouſands of his Majeſty's ſubjects, before the com- 
nanding officer could quell the mutiny. That if inſtead of 
oldiers whoſe mutiny had proceeded from miſunderſtanding, 


n equal number of the enemy had landed on the coaſt, they 


nuſt have committed conſiderable damage before their ravages 
ould have been ſtopped. He then ſaid he had voted for the 
mendment the night before, not that he would not chearful- 
agree to an addreſs expreſſive of the ſtrongeſt attachment 
nd ſupport to his Majeſty ; but that agreeing implicitly to 
e addreſs propoſed was tacitly approving of the conduct 
df miniſters whoſe conduct deſerves to be reprobated ; and 
pledging ourſelves to carry on an offenſive war in America 
hich did not ſeem the moſt probable and eaſy method of diſ- 


niting France and America, and bringing the latter back to 


lependence. That the amendment did not extend to an exa- 
ination of the whole period of years from the acceſſion of 
is preſent Majeſty to the preſent time; but meant to ſtate 
s a fact that at the former period this nation ſtood in a great 
Ind re ſpectable ſituation ; that at preſent its ſituation was quite 
he reverſe, and it was meant to enquire into the cauſe of 
hat difference. That it might, and in his opinion the en- 
Juiry did, lie in a very ſmall compaſs, and might tend to ſhew 
ow much the preſent miniſters were to blame, and hy a 


oundation for their removal. That beſides utility, curioſity 
K 2 had 
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had ſome ſhare in making him ſupport the amendment. That ec 
when he conſidered the characters of thoſe who compoſed the 
preſent adminiſtration individually, he found them to bee, 
men of acknowledged ability both in their public and privat 
capacity, When they came to act collectively, blunder, ig.] 
norance and inability marked every ſtep of their conduct 
That he wiſhed to be able to lay his hand upon the cauſe tha} 
produced ſo ſingular an effect. It had been aſked where other 
miniſters could be found? He ſaid he was far from paying 
any adulition to any particular ſet of men; that he found 
upon his ſide of the Houſe, great public ability and private 
virtue, men wheſe talents in that Houſe did great honour to 
themſelves; yet he would not with any certainty conclude 
from that, that they would make able miniſters : for cruel e 
perience had taught us that the ſame man can pleaſe a public 
aſſt mbly by an harangue and ruin the nation by his miſcondutt: 
but he thought the conduct of the prefent miniſters had been 
ſo wavering, ſo ineffectual, and fo irceſolute, that it would bf 
better to caſt lots for miniſters, than to retain them in office, 
Mr. Bay'y- Mr. Bayl:y called upon adminiſtration to declare to the 
Houle if they had or had not received intelligence from [| 
maica to the ſame purport as the information contained ii 
private letters from his friends, which he had received by th: 
laſt packet, and was to the following purport. That a larg 
body of troops were aſſembled at Hiſpaniola, and tranſport} 
ready to embark them; that they only wa:ted for a Frencl}ſ 
fleet to convoy them; that the Minerva and Active, two d 
bis Majeſty's frigates,” had been taken by a French man 
war and carried into Hiſpaniola; and that the Governor d 
Jamaica had been obliged to proclaim martial law, and to 
put the iſland in the beſt poſture of defence he was able; but 
with:-ut hopes of being able to hold out againſt the ſudden 
attack of a ſtrong fleet and a large regular force, having only 
6c0 regulars and the mixed militia, compoſed of mulattoes, 
negrocs, &c. That both the governor and the admiral on tht 
ſtation had complained in private letters of the negle& d 
government in not ſending reinforcements, or even condeſcen- 
ding :o let them know if they were to maintain a ſtated 
peace or war with France. This was another inſtance of tht 
want of capacity in miniſters, and a reaſon for voting for tht 

amendment, 8 | 
Mr. DeGrey Hr. De Grey ſaid the office had no ſuch intelligenceas the 
© honowable gentleman had mentioned; but they had letten 
from the governor of Jamaica of a very contrary natur, 
declaring 


In DEED ATERcx N 
eclaring that he had put the iſland in ſuch a ſtate of de- 
nce as to enable him to reſiſt any ſudden attack till ſuccours 


uld arrive from England; but they had no official accounts 
f any number of troops collected at Hiſpaniola, nor any ſhip 


ig · Mf war on that ſtation, 

ct Mr. Fox roſe, and after complimenting the gentleman for Mr. Fa. 
hat Wc very candid anſwer he had given, juſt obſerved that he 

her 


hought the ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies ſhould have 
een in his place to have given it ; but he ſeldom honoured: 
e Houſe by his attendance. [Lord George Germain came 

not long after. | He then declared, that the private letters 

d the honourable gentleman | Mr. Bayley] had not been ab- 

olutely contradicted ; therefore he ſhould take it for granted 

Whey were true, as they came from reſpectable inhabitants of 
he place, and this was a freſh inſtance of the ſhameful neg- 

ct of the admiralty department, and of the folly of ſending 

uch a naval force to North America that we could not pro- 
ect the iſlands, | 

He then went over the grounds of his objections to the ad- 
reſs, ſtated in his former ſpeech ; and added that it had been 
ven out, that our ſituation was not ſo bad now as it was at 

he beginning of the laſt war. This we apprehended he 
onſtrued as a reflection on his father the late Lord Holland, 


rei bo was miniſter at that æra; after obſerving that we were 
or gn a much worſe ſituation, for we had then only loſt Minor- 
nc, now we had loft thirteen provinces. But the noble per- 
en alluded to, had different motives of honour from thoſe of 
* he preſent miniſter; and as he had received his education 
r 


inder him, this might be one reaſon why he always differed 
rom his Lordſhip on points of honour. ; 
The perſon alluded to at the beginning of the laſt war 


den nought it a point of honour to reſign his office when he foun 
ne could no longer hold it for the benefit of his country; 
„ ut the noble Lord in the blue ribbon makes it his point of 


onour to keep in his office year after year, though his admi- 
iſtration has been a ſeries of misfortunes to his country; 
nd in the very moment of additional calamities, he goes into 
he cabinet and adviſes his Sovereign to beſtow on him a moſt 
ucrative vacant place, the wardenſhip of the Cinque Ports. 
ind why? Becauſe in another year the crown might have 
tothing left to give, if his Lordſhip continued to govern. 
out it had been ſaid, it is a rule of government with foreign 
princes to aſſiſt the weak: this indeed was a reaſon for the 
oble Lord to continue in office, that Ruſſia and other 

| foreign 
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foreign powers might aſſiſt this country. He then ral 
government upon ſending out a commiſſioner who cou 
tell the Americans what ſort of men the miniſtry were. Thi 
alone was enough to mar the ſucceſs of the treaty, He con 
cluded with repeating his aſſertion, that a falſe account hl 
been given to the Houſe laſt year of the ſtate of the navy. 
Lord North. Lord North ſaid the charge of ſoliciting honours or emolu. 
ments was not true; they were the ſpontaneous voluntarfi 
gifts of his royal maſter, after ten years of ſervices. He ha 
not bettered his fortune ſince he came into office; and the d. 
ty he owed a large family made it incumbent on him, in HH 
fituation, not to refuſe a moderate proviſion for them, Buff 
as to the laſt place he had obtained, it was nct of ſucif 
conſequence as the gentleman imagined; for it was ow. 
ing to his own moderation that the King had not given hin 
all the ſalary annexed to it in the late pofleflor's time. t 
then requeſted gentlemen not to raiſe ſcruples where there coul 
be none : neither the ſpeech nor the addreſs mentioned the 
American war; they only requeſted and. promiſed general ſup. 
port. His Lordihip concluded with profeſſing a readineſs u 
reſign his office, whenever it ſhould appear that his county 
would be benefited by his refignaticn. ; 
Gen. Sr. General Burgoyne now roſe, and begged to be indulge 
rene. with ſaying a few words, in order to juſtify himſelf again 
an aſperſion which had been thrown out the preceding even. 
ing, by the noble Lord [Germain] at the head of the Ame. 
rican department. The circumſtance he alluded to, was not 
he allowed, immediately connected with the preſent ſubjed 
of debate; but was merely a matter of a private and perſoul 
nature, ſo far as it could now be properly explained. I 
might be of little conſequence to the Houſe or the public a 
large, in the view he propoſed to take it upon, farther tha 
as an individual was concerned; but even that circumſtance 
would, he hoped, be ſufficient to procure him a favourabi 
and patient hearing, when in the courſe of what he had t 
communicate, it would turn an object of public. concern, . 
diſcovering the temper, diſpoſition, and conduct of men ul 
—_—_- | | 
He would have replied to the noble Lord more fully at tht 
moment, but for the great heat of the Houſe, the late hou 
of the night it happened, &c. 
The circumſtance he particularly alluded to, was an is 
ſinuation thrown out by the noble Lord, that he had 10 
| | gred 
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reat reaſon to complain of the conduct of government, as he 

as till permitted to be abſent from his duty, though he 

ad received orders to repair to his poſt, his preſence being 
eceſſary in America, as ſoon as his health would admit. 

o anſwer had been returned, he underſtood, to this order, 

ut a general acknowledgment of its being received, 

This was what was ſtated by the noble Lord the preceding 


JN vening, to ſhew what indulgence had been ſhewn him. 
* o put this tranſaction in a proper point of view, it would 
a 


e neceſſary to ſtate the circumſtances which led to it. 
ith the permiſſion of the Houſe, he would faithfully re- 
te every particular that related to the ſubject, ſince his 
rrival in England. 
On his coming home from America, he immediately waited 
Wn the noble Lord; and though he was unfortunate, he lit- 
Wc expected to be diſgraced. He had every reaſon to ſup- 
doſe the contrary, from the reception the noble Lord gave 
im on their firſt interview, Eager to throw himſelf at his 
zjeſty's feet (for whatever ridicule might have been thrown 
dn the expreſſion, he could never perceive the impropriety of 
t) he preſſed for that honour, but found to his aſtoniſhment, 
hat the doors of St. James's were ſhut againſt him, and that 
ander pretences as ill founded as contradictory, in the ſhape 
hey were employed. | 

The noble Lord aſſured him, that nothing particular was 
ntended by it, but it was uſual on ſuch occaſions, ariſing 
rom miſcarriage, &c. not to approach the royal preſence, 
ill after a court of enquiry into the conduct of every officer 
ircumſtanced as he was, ſhould be previouſly made. Con- 
ented with this anſwer, as ſuſpecting nothing more than 
what was exprefſed, he readily acquieſced ; but an enquiry 
ot being the object of thoſe. who had it in their power and 
wiſhed to avoid it, while he daily expected that ſome ſtep 
ould be taken to bring things to an iſſue, he was informed 
hat being a priſoner under the convention of Saratoga, he 
vas not amenable to any tribunal, either-military or civil, 
eſpecting his conduct in America, nor could he be intro- 
zuced to his Sovereign, till every impediment was removed; 
ill he became diſcharged of his engagement to the Congreſs, 
Ind had been acquitted, after undergoing a full enquiry into 
ais conduct as an officer. | 
He confeſſed he thought himſelf extremely ill treated, nay 
ngenerouſly dealt with, particularly by the noble Lord, 
ho, upon ſome queſtions being propoſed by an hon, gentle- 

| | | man 
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jeſty's name; but * that a noble Lord [ Amherſt] 
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man [Mr. Vyner] relative to the convention at Saratog;, 

and a difference of opinion ariſing in the courſe of the debate 
the noble Lord had aſſerted, that no enquiry on his condusÞf 
could be properly held, though but a few days before hifi 
Lordſhip ſtated a want of ſuch enquiry as the only reaſon ſh 
his not being admitted to the royal preſence; ſo that whether 
ſuch a court was or was not proper, he had every reaſon t 
believe that the noble Lord had adviſed the preventing hin] 
to ſee his Sovereign. 


From the very critical and dangerous fituation of public af. 
fairs, towards the concluſion of the Jaft ſeſſion of Parliament lf 
his conſcience compelled him, to take an open and deciſive 
part againſt the miniſters, on the queſtion of a prorogation, 
He perceived the dangerous fituation the kingdom was in; 
he thought it his duty to ſpeak out; it would, in his opinion, 
be criminal in him if he had not.. This happened a very fey 
days before Parliament roſe; and the ſecond day but one after 
the prorogation ; namely, on the 5th of June, as a'freſh mart 
of the diſpleaſure and deſigned oppreſſion of miniſters, he 
received a letter from the ſecretary at war, requiring him im- 
mediately to repair to Boſton. The order was in his Ma. 


whoſe virtues and abilities he held in the higheſt veneration 
and eſteem, had lately been appointed to the poſt of com- 
mander in chief, he was much ſurprized that the order, in. 
ſtead of coming directly from the office of the ſecretary x 
war, had not come through what he deemed the only proper 
channel, that of his Lordſhip. - He accordingly waited on thfi 
noble Lord, to know how the order happened to be commu. 
nicated to him in this manner; and to enquire whether 
it originated in cabinet; becauſe, he imagined if it had, it 
muſt have been ſent directly to him by the commander in 
chief. 
The anſwer the noble Lord gave him was, that the order 
had been delivered to him by his Majeſty, or by his directions 
as coming from himſelf. Whether it was a cabinet meaſure, 
he could not pretend to ſay; but it came to his hands in tht 
manner related; and it was his duty to tranſmit it to the {- 
cretary at war. But as his command was confined to Great 
Britain, and the order related to a command in America, tht 
affair was entirely out of his cognizance, further than to 
obey the King's orders. 
The purport of the letter alluded to was, „ That the 
King finding that his preſence was material to the Hoop 
8 * a detaine 


detained priſoners in New England, under the convention 
pf Saratoga; and that in a letter of his, addreſſed to Sir 
illiam * dated April the gth, 1778, informing that 
e hoped a ſhort ſtay at Bath would enable him to return to 
America; his Majeſty was pleaſed to order, that he ſhould 
eturn to Boſton, as ſoon as he had tried the Bath waters in 
he manner he had propoſed.” 
On receiptof this, he wrote, he ſaid, a long anſwer, the 
opy of which he read as part of his ſpeech, The anſwer 
omplained of the ſeverity that had been exerciſed towards 
im; and of the hardſhip of ſuch an order, while his honour 
emained unvindicated, And he aſſured the Houſe, that at 
he time of writing that anſwer, his fixed purpoſe was, 
n caſe the above conditional order had been made poſitive, 
o lay at his Majeſty's feet his commiſſions, requeſting on- 
y to retain that of lieutenant general, to enable him to 
ulfi! his parole, or to make him amenable to a court 
artial, 
On the 27th of the ſame month, he received. a ſecond let- 
er through the ſame channel; informing him, “that his 
anſwer of the 5th had been laid before the King; and that 
is Majeſty continued to think, his preſence of importance 
o the troops; and repeating the former order, to return 
o them as ſoon as he could, without any material injury to 
is health.“ 
To this laſt letter, he had replied no further, than to ac- 
nowledge its receipt; and ſhould it be now made peremptory, 
e knew how he ought and would act, be the conſequences 
hat they might. 
It was ſomewhat extraordinary, that the noble Lord at the 
cad of the American department, ſhould be ignorant of his 
anſwer which contained his reaſons for wiſhing to have an 
opportunity of wiping off the aſperſions thrown upon his 
onduct and character, being informed only of the anſwer, 
n which he barely acknowledged the receipt of the letter of 
he 27th of June ; and the more ſo, as by his converſation 
ith the noble Lord at the head of the army in this kingdom, 
e underſtood, that the whole was a cabinet tranſaction, with 
which he had nothing to do, from the nature of his com- 
and, being confined to military matters within the kingdom. 
He was glad, that the noble Lord at the head af the Ame- 
ican department, on his own account, was ignorant of the 
anſwer ; becauſe if he had not, it would have been a good 
Vor. XI. | L ground, 
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round, on which to impeach his veracity, after having a. 
1 that no anſwer had been returned, but that of a bar 
acknowledgment of the receipt; and much more fo, if ai 
a member of the cabinet, his Lordſhip ſhould have conſentel 
to ſuch a tranſaction, as it would have been mean, diſgrace. 
ful and pitiful; and would have betrayed a ſhameful ſpirit d 
revenge in him, to be inſtrumental in removing a man ou 
of the way, who he knew taxed him with injuſtice ; and be. 
tween whom and his Lordſhip, there was a /ong account ty 
be ſetiled, before the public.---It was ſomewhat ſtrange, u 
be ture, that the noble Lord, who was moſt intimately con. 
cerved in the affair, ſhould be the enly one of the King's ſe. 
vants who was unacquainted with what paſſed. He un 
ready to ſuppoſe, that he was not preſent; but he could ng 
help obſerving, that his colleagues had ated in a very ex. 
traordinary manner to him, for he underſtood his Lordfhj 
was the only perſon in their intimacy, from whom they 
thought proper to keep it a ſecret, 

T he only ground ſtated in the order for his return t 
America, if it was a cabinet arder, he would atk minifter, 
whether they had taken any one effectual ſtep to releaſe thok 
brave men, who ſo gallantly fought, and freely bled in tht 
ſervice of their country, from their preſent irkſome captivity! 
He had heard of none. They were ſuffered to undergo wh 
wes worſe than death, and ſeemed to be totally forgot au 
neglected, | 

He had fairly, and without reſerve, ſtated his whole co; 
duct, ſince his arrival in Britain, and the treatment he «Yi 
ceived. It had been inſinuated, that by continuing in Eng 
land, he had ſhrunk from his duty. Was it from the mout 
of that noble Lord, of all others, that he was fir/? to hear ſud 
an infinuation? What circumſtance of his public condul 
was it, that gave birth to ſuch an idea? Was there one! 
his private life, that did not bear the impreſſion of misfa 
tune, to mark the fal ſehood and cruelty of it? What had | 
not ſacrificed to his duty in the American war? He ſpob 
not of the reſignation of eaſe and domeſtic comforts, thi 
were duties the public ſervice, when neceſſary, had a rig 
to command from every profeſſional man; but his lot hl 
been particular, and his ſeparations had gone to the ve! 
convulſions of his heart [alluding to the very indifferent ſi 
of his lady's health, and her death in conſequence of it du 

Ing his abſence. | 4 
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That any man, who in the ſtate of body and mind, in which 
e left this country, in the year 1776, ſhould continue in em- 
Wloy ment upon any pofſible principle, but that of duty to the 
ate, would have been a diſgrace to human nature, He ne- 
ertheleſs did ſerve that campaign in Canada, returned to En- 
and replete with the ſame zeal, and accepted, or ſolicited, 
any perſon choſe to call it ſo, the command of as arduous a 
zmpaign, and under as poſitive directions, as ever were framed 
y a cabinet, In the courſe of it, he was one of the brave un- 
appy men, who made the convention at Saratoga. He 
aimed no ſingle merit in a tranſaction, in which the whole 
ody of officers of the army above the rank of ſubaltern, were 
dnfulted, and in the face of famine, deſpair, and death, com- 
lled the enemy to grant conditions honourable to themſelves: 
dif they had been complied with by the Congreſs, would 
ave proved of very ſmall detriment to the nation. 
After infiſting upon ſeveral miſeellaneous particulars, he 
clared that he hoped the time was not far diſtant when he 
ould have an opportunity of juſtifying his conduct, not upon 
neral aſſertions, but poſitive proofs, and of convincing his 
[ajeſty, parliament, and the nation at large, how injuriouſly 
dd cruelly he had been treated. 
Lord George Germain ſaid, it was with great concern he Lord George 
ard the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, proceed “ain. 
ſuch a ſtrain of perſonal accuſation againſt him, and 
aarging him with being directed by a ſpirit of perſecution, 
alice, enmity, and groſs miſrepreſentation, and that upon 
otives, which ſerved to aggravate the charge ten- fold, be- 
uſe they were ſuppoſed to ariſe from a principle of ſelf- de- 
nce, and apology for his own blunders and incapacity ; than 
ich nothing could be farther from his thoughts, more re- 
gnant to his nature, nor more immediately averſe to his in- 
reſts, Such a mode of conduct might prejudice a good 
uſe, but, he would be bold to ſay, could never palliate or 
aintain a bad one. 
The honourable gentleman had been led to thoſe ſtrong aſ- 
tions and harſh concluſions, on a miſunderſtanding of what 
d fallen from him in the debate of the preceding day. To 
that the honourable gentleman totally miſconceived him, 
t u would be juſt neceſſary to recall the attention of the Houſe, 
duf cke part of his ſpeech, which unluckily happened to give fo 
ch offence ; he would add, anſwering for his own inten- 
Is, undefignedly, and he hoped in the opinion of the 
| 1. 2 Houſe, 
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Houſe, not at all admitting of the conſtruction put upon ii 
by the honourable genileman. Y 

In the courſe of the debate of the preceding day, ſever 
gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, had in the cou 
of their animadverſions on the conduct of adminiſtration, mad 
the treatment of the officers and commanders a great greunlii 
of accuſation. Among other particulars, which he ſhoulf 
now paſs over in filence, the ſuppoſed hard treatment of th 
honourable gentleman was much infifted upon; the order fo 
his repairing to join the army at Boſton, priſoners under th 
convention at Saratoga, was deemed a fingular hardſhip ; a 
when combined with the varicus cauſes aſſigned for it, becam 
an accuſation of a very ſerious nature. It was ſaid, "that ui 
order proceeded from motives of a very ungenerous nature 
that it was intended for the purpoſe of putting it out of th; 
honourable gentleman's power to vindicate his injured reputz 
tion; or as an act of miniſterial vengeance, for his havin 
cenſured the conduct of miniſters, and voted againſt thei 
meaſures towards the concluſion of the laſt ſeſſion. 

Such being the caſe, as included in the number; he thougi 
it both perſonally and miniſterially incumbent upon him, . 
refute both aſſertions; to ſhew, that as none of the membe 
of adminiſtration had a wiſh to prevent the honourable ger 
tleman from vindicating himſelf, ſo they were above the pit 
ful and unjuſtifiable reſentments of taking offence, at an 
opinion or vote he might give in that Houſe, as a ſenator - 
prove that thoſe were the real ſentiments of adminiſtration, an 
of every individual who compoſed it; he did, on the precedig 
evening, urge it in anſwer to the imputed charge alluded ty 
ſtate the fact of the honourable gentleman's having receive 
two orders to repair to his proper ſtation in America; | 
which no other anſwer had been received from the honouralificc 
gentleman, but a bare acknowledgment, that the order can 
to his hands. He found himſelf miſtaken by the paper reac) 
the honourable gentleman, as part of his ſpeech. If 1gnora 
of that circumſtance, or forgetting to ſtate it accurately | | 
the heat of debate, he had given any juſt cauſe of offence, Neu 
depended on the honourable gentleman's candour, to gi 
him credit, that he was actuated by no ſpirit of enmity, 
deſign to miſrepreſent, but fimply related what he knew, 
recollected. ö 

The honourable gentleman ſaid, that as the order did le 
originate from the commander in chief Lord Amherſt! vo 
muſt have originated in cabinet. If it did originate there, up 
F | 
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on ifWrofefſed himſelf totally ignorant of it, and could not there- 
dre have any hand in adviſing the meaſure ; and if full of ſe- 
ren erity or hardſhip, he muſt ſtand acquitted of any degree of 
uri nfure : but the honourable gentleman himſelf, in relating 
naa ie converſation he had with the noble lord at the head of the 
dun rmy, in ſome meaſure ſhewed, that it was not an order ori- 
oulMWinating in cabinet; but was delivered into his hands by the 
; Ling himſelf, and thence tranſmitted to the ſecretary of war. 
his proved with the other circumſtances, that his Majeſty 
imſelf thought the honourable gentleman's preſence neceſſary 
n America, in order to the carrying of the coxvention of 
am aratoga into effectual execution. It was thought perhaps 
Wikewiilc proper, for obvious reaſons, that the commander of 
at ill-fated army, ſhould be the ſharer of all the conſequences 
f that unſucceſsful expedition. His Lordſhip was proceeding 
o give his reaſons to fhew, that he was totally exempt from 
he charge, however unjuſtifiable or defenſible , and to de- 
onſtrate that it was his Majeſty's own ideas that were pur- 
ued, when he was called to order by 5 
Mr. For, who ſaid, he would never fit filent in that Houſe, Mr. Fer. 
and hear ſuch unparliamentary language paſs unnoticed. 
The King could do no one act proper for the diſcuſhon of that 
Houſe, in his individual capacity. The conſtitution knows 
pf no ſuch individual power, nor he hoped he would never 
live to ſee the day, that any ſuch power would be recognized 
pr acknowledged by tlat Houſe, The conſtitution had pro- 
ided ſeveral councils for the advice of his Majeſty ; and he 
rould not even in idea ſuppoſe, that the King tranſacted any 
thing proper and pertinent to the objects confidered and reſo- 
lutions taken in thoſe counſels, without advice; and the mode 
of adminiſtering it pointed out by the conſtitution, for the 
conduct of the executive power. 

Lord George Germain ſtood corrected as to the point of or- Lord Geerge 
der, and reſumed the diſcourſe where he had been interrupted, . 
He ſaid, he preſumed his Majeſty was adviſed; but not being 
preſent in council, he could not pretend to ſpeak to the parti- 
cular reaſons which determined the propriety and neceffity 
of the order in queſtion. All he could venture to ſay deci- 
fively on the ſubje& was, that he had no hand in adviſing it; 
and he would beg leave, once for all, to tell that honourable 
gentleman his true ſituation, as ſecretary of ſtate for the Ame- 
rican department, That upon meaſures of ftate, he had a 
voice in cabinet; that whatever was there finally determined 
upon, and which was to paſs through his office, was of courſe 
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communicated to him ; that if the meaſure was to paſs throug ; 
another department, he heard no more of it, till carried inylf 
exccution ; upon which fair repreſentation, he was fully ay 
thoriſed to affirm, that in whatever manner the order orig 
nated, he was equally exempt from any cenſure. 

The honourable gentleman had ſaid, that however ſolici 
tous adminiſtration might affect to be for the releaſement 
the unhappy men under the convention of Saratoga, nothin 
had been done towards their releaſement. He begged leaf 
to ſet him right, from a matter of fact within his own know. 
ledge; for. on the 12th of the ſame month, in a few day 
after the firft order received by the honourable gentleman, hi 
wrote a letter to Sir Henry Clinton by his Majeſty's direc. 
tions, authorizing him to ratify that convention in all its 
parts ; and it being fince diſcovered, that the Congreſs unde 
the pretext, that the authority given, forming only a part of 
general powers delegated for other purpoſes, was not ſuffici. 
ent; a particular inſtrument fully and formally authenticated, 
had fince that been ſent to the commiſſioners, in order to re. 
move every poſſible pretence for evading the terms of the 
convention, I 

As to the narrative given by the honourable gentleman, oi 
his conduct and treatment ſince his arrival in this country; he 
believed in point of fact it was tolerably correct; but in point 
of fair conſtruction and concluſion, it called for explanation. 
He looked upon it, as a duty he owed to that Houle, and to 
his perſonal reputation, to- exhibit matters in their true and 
impartial light; and he would truſt to the candour and dil- 
cernment of the Houſe, for a ſuitable judgment on the whole, 
combined with all its collateral circumſtances. 

The honourable gentleman ſaid, and truly faid, that when 
he arrived he was cordially received by the American ſecreta- 
ry; he confeſſed it; and he could further confirm it, on a 
conſciouſneſs of the ſentiments exiſting in his own inind. It 
never entered into his thoughts to cenſure, much leſs condemn, 
the military conduct of the honourable gentleman ; and never 
ſuppoſed, that misfortune implied any ſpecies of profeſſional 
145 That this was his opinion all along, from the time the 

iſaſter happened, till the arrival of the honourable gentleman: 
no better evidence need be reſorted to, than his repeated de- 
Fences of him in that Houſe, in his abſence; and his con- 
ſtantly recommending to ſeveral gentlemen, who ſhewed a diſ- 
poſition to diſapprove of his conduct, that nothing could be 


more improper and unjuſt, than to caſt any aſperſion or de- 
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e. of cenſure upon any officer or other perſon, till the 
ans of forming a true judgment were had; and until the 
rty cenſured or accuſed was in a ſituation to defend hims 
f. So far then, he could anſwer for his ſentiments before 
- honourable gentleman's arrival. On his arrival, the ho- 
hurable gentleman had given ſufficient teſtimony, how cor- 
ally and friendly he received him ; but by a moſt uncom- 
on mode of interpretation, the hon. gentleman pretends to 
arge him with infincerity, from ſubſequentcircumftances that 
zppened ; the firſt of which was, the refuſal of his being ad- 
itted into the royal preſence. This, he underſtood, was 
e uſual mode adopted on ſuch occaſions, in cafes of defeat 
d diſaſter. This, however, he would undertake to prove, 
d more originated with him, than the order already ſo often 
entioned ; and yet on this ſingle circumſtance, the honour- 
ble gentleman had haſtily and rather unkindly raiſed the 
ound-work of all his pertonal attacks. He could with great 
uth re- aſſert, that it was no fault of his, that the doors of 
t. James's were ſhut againſt him; and he ſtaked the propri- 
ty of his conduct throughout this buſineſs, upon the truth 
f this aſſertion. 

The honourable gentleman, by way of deduction, to ſhew 
at he was the cauſe of his being . forbid the royal preſence, 
avs, that when he informed him the King would not ſee him, 
e added, not till an enquiry into his conduct was had; and 
et, when the honourable gentleman preſſed for an enquiry, 
t was abſolutely refuſed. He begged to call the attention of 
he Houſe particularly to this circumftance; becauſe if it had 
jappened exactly as repreſented, it would ſeem to admit of 
What conſtruction; but the truth was, that it was the honour- 
ble gentleman himſelf firit ſhrunk from the enquiry : for 
ppon a ſubſequent converſation on the ſubje&, when informed, 
hat nothing but a court-martial ftood between him and being 
admitted into the royal preſence, his anſwer was, that that 
ould not be, till the convention of Saratoga was fully rati- 
ed; becauſe he was then a priſoner under the terms agreed 
o by that convention. Yet by a ſtrange mode of reaſoning, 
he honourable gentleman concluded, that becauſe the condi- 
jon which was to precede his being received by his Majeſty, 
ould not be complied with, and that on account of an impe- 
uiment ſtated by himſelf, the condition ſhould be inſtantly 
diſpenſed with. 

The honourable gentleman talked of parliamentary enqui- 
ries; he allowed they were on certain occaſions very proper, 


and, - 
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direct. He ſhould not now go into any conſideration, hd 
far they were or were not. All he thought proper now to fa 


proper place; and was ready to abide the iſſue; whether 


in himſelf, or in neither. 


leave to return your Majeſty the thanks of this Houſe, | 
your moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne, 
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and upon others equally improper, and in none more tf 

eſpecting the conduct of officers naval and military. Hey 
3 of opinion, that ſuch matters ſhould be left to the oil 
dinary modes of trial eſtabliſhed by law; but even ſuppoſing 
the preſent occaſion would juſtify a departure from the ca 
mon forms, how would that anſwer the purpoſes of the H 
nourable gentleman? Would not the ſame objection continfi 
againſt trying, enquiring, or determining on the condut ff 
a perſon who was not amenable to the juſtice of the natio 
ſo long as he remained a priſoner under a convention, auth 
rized by the rules and uſages of war? The idea was equal 
abſurd and ill founded; be it turned how it might, it wol 
be trifling with the good ſenſe of the nation, and an ini 
upon the dignity of that Houſe, to ſet on foot an enquinf 
which, when finiſhed, whether to acquittal, or condemn 
tion, muſt vaniih in unſubſtantial air. 

He had no more to ſay; he again profeſſed his mind 
totally free from any malice, ys or ill-will. He d 
not condemn, nor was inclined to infinuate any thing, whic 
might in the moſt remote degree tend to a cenſure of the ht 
nourable gentleman's conduct as a profeſſional man. He 
always diſpoſed to think favourably of his abilities, and 2 
in the ſervice he undertook. Succeſs, as to the plan or ex 
cution, did not always follow, as a conſequence of wiſdom! 
planning, or ability 1n executing. The honourable genti 
man had obliquely brought the matter into diſcuſſion, whetit 
the blame was imputable, or not, to the miniſter, or the g 
neral ? He had faid, that his inſtructions were poſitive a 


was, that he wiſhed, as fincerely and eagerly as the honou 
able gentleman for an enquiry, at a proper ſeaſon, and in 


determined that the fault was in the honourable gentleman, 
The report was agreed to without a diviſion. 
November 28. 
The Addreſs preſented to the King at St, James's. 
Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 6 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, & 


Vigo: 


mm EE ATES 
We acknowledge with the utmoſt gratitude your Majeſty's 


ey ternal regard for the happineſs of your people, in your 
ed arneſt and uniform endeavours to preſerve the public tran- 


uility, and the good faith and uprightneſs or your Ma- 
ſty's conduct to all foreign powers: and we aſſure your 
ajeſty, that we have ſeen with concern and indignation, 
at tranquility diſturbed by the court of France, without 
e leaſt pretence of provocation, or colour of complaint; 
d we have, with the warmeſt emotions of refentment, 
arked the progreſs of their malignant deſigns againſt this 
ountry, firſt by a clandeſtine aid and ſupply of arms to 
pur Majeſty's revolted ſubjects in North America; after- 
Fards, in violation of the faith of treaties, and contrary 
d the rights and common intereſt of every ſovereign ſtate 

Europe poſſeſſed of colonies and dependencies, by en- 
ring into and avowing formal engagements with the leaders 
f the rebellion ; and, at length, by committing open hoſti- 
ties and depredations, and by actually invading part of your 
our Majeſty's dominions in America and the Weſt Indies. 

We cannot but fee] concern and regret, that the meaſures 
aken by your Majeſty, for diſappointing theſe hoſtile and 
alignant deſigns, have not been attended with all the ſuc- 
ſs which the juſtice of the cauſe, and the vigour of the 
xertions, ſeemed to promiſe ; yet we have at the ſame time 
en with great ſatisfaction, the extenſive commerce of your 
ajeſty's ſubjects protected in moſt of its branches, and large 
epriſals made on the injurious aggreſſors, by the vigilance of 
our Majeſty's fleets, and the active ſpirit of the nation. 

It would have given your faithful Commons the trueſt 
appineſs, to have received the communication from your 
ajeſty, that the juſt and humane purpoſes of your Ma- 
ſty and your Parliament, for quieting the minds of your 
volted ſubjects, had taken the deſired effect, and had 
rought the troubles in North America to a happy concluſion. 
Your faithful Commons do moſt heartily concur with your 
ajeſty, in the juſt approbation you have been pleaſed to 
preſs of the public ſpirit which has ſo conſpicuouſly ani- 
ated all ranks of your Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, to ſtand 
orth, at this time of danger, in the ſervice of the militia, 
ho, by their diſcipline and ſteady perſeverance in their duty, 
ave enabled your Majeſty to avail yourſelf of that conſtitu- 
tonal force for the defence of this country. 

Your Majeſty may rely on the hearty and zealous concur- 
ence and aſſiſtance of your faithful commons, in enabling 
our Majeſty to make the moſt active and vigorous exertions 
Vol. XI. M by 
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by ſea and land, for vindicating and eſtabliſhing the nation; 4 
honour and ſecurity ; and we beg leave to declare our ſedi: 
reſolution, and renew our ſolemn aſſurances to your MajehW 


that this Houſe, convinced of the importance of the objech 


for which we are contending, and impelled by every motinffi 
of duty and intereſt that can animate the hearts of Briton 
will effectually aſſiſt your Majeſty in the proſecution of tl 


preſent juſt and neceſſary war; and that we will, to the uM 


moſt of our power, ſupport your Majeſty againſt all your em 


mies. 
The King's Anſwer. 
Gentlemen, | | 
I return you my thanks for this very loyal and affeionaii 
addreſs. 1 am convinced, that nothing can ſo effectually pr 
mote the public ſervice, as your reſolution and firmneſs # 
this time: I ſhould ill deſerve the ſupport of my faithi 
Commons, and the zeal of my people for the honour of nl 


crown, if I did not make their ſafety and their happineſs ii 


conſtant objects of my care and concern. 
Adjourned to the Zoth. 
November 30. 
No debate. > g 
Mr. Ord was choſen chairman of the Committees of Su 
ly, and Ways and Means, in the room of Sir Chart 
hitworth deceaſed. 
3 December 1. | 
General Burgoyne moved, "That an humble addreſs be pr 
ſented to his Majeſty, praying his Majeſty, that he would | 
raciouſly pleaſed to give orders that there be laid before ti! 
Fiouſe ſuch letters, or extracts of letters, as had been writs 
by General Burgoyne to his Majeſty's ſecretary of ſtate fi 
the American department, ſince ſigning the convention at 
ratoga, and alſo ſuch letters, and extracts of letters, as hi 
been received from his Majeſty's commanders in general, f 
ſpecting the ſame; which was agreed to, 
Hon. T. Luttrell then roſe, in his place, and after makin 
ſome reflections on the injuſtice and impolicy of the Americi 


war, both in its outſet and progreſs, lamented that it had bet 


the occaſion of involving us in a dangerous conteſt with af 
werful enemy; that we had nothing but the juſtice of 0 
cauſe, the wiſdom of our national councils, and the judiciou 
and well- directed exertions of our native ſtrength, to bear! 


out in the conflict, deprived as we were of one-third of o 
dominions, and deſtitute as we were of any ally to aſſiſt | 


In former times, he obſerved, that our navy was our git 
bulyai 
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Ll wark, and was what had given us a decided ſuperiority 
eer all our opponents. That ſuperiority, he feared, was 
ow gone : France was already equal, if not ſuperior, to us 
n our own element, and contended with us for the dominion 
the ocean, 2 
This, he ſaid, was occaſioned chiefly by the miſmanage- 
ent in the naval department, and the ſhameful embezzle- 
ents of the money voted for that ſervice, which latter had 
Wen to an height ſufficient to alarm the moſt credulous and 
atient, and called aloud for public enquiry, 
Among a variety of proofs, he could adduce one, to which 
2 meant to call the attention of the Houſe on ſome future occa- 
on, which was the embezzlement of upwards of 400, oool. in 
e year 1771, the firſt year of the preſent firſt commiſſioner's 
dminiſtration of naval affairs; ſo much more being voted than 
as applied to that ſervice for the aforeſaid year. The ſame 
Wnpolition had been regularly repeated, to a greater or leſſer 
WE=tent, every ſucceeding year; and he had little doubt would 
again ſo to-morrow, the day, he underſtood, fixed for vot- 
g the navy eſtimates. To put a ſtop to ſuch a ſquandering 
Wt public money, at ſuch a ſeaſon as the preſent, when ſpirited 
eaſures and the moſt faithful expenditure and rigorous œco- 
omy were our only dependence, he meant to ſubmit to the 
ouſe a motion, which would, if complied with, be the means 
f putting an end to the ſpecies of embezzlement, which pre- 
ailed in the year 1771. | | 
A murmur ariſing among the gentlemen of the treaſury- 
dench, he ſaid, that what he now threw out was not mere 
flertion, but was founded upon facts, which he was able and 
eady to produce to the Houſe, if called upon, or permitted to 
o ſo. The truth was, that a much greater number of men 
ere voted every year than were muſtered ; and yet the na- 
ion was charged to the full extent. In the mean time, he 
aid, that the motion he was about to make could meet with 
o diſapprobation, but from thoſe who, from a conſciouſneſs 
C their criminal conduct, wiſhed to conceal it in darkneſs and 
lence, | | 
He then moved, << that a copy of the laſt weekly returns of 
he commanders, &c, as well on foreign ſtations as in the 
ome-ſervice, be laid before that Houſe.” He ſaid, a much 
ore extenſive motion had been made and carried, that time 
welvemonth, but he had narrowed it conſiderably, in order 
o ſuit it to the preſent ſtate of affairs, A war with France 
ad rendered it improper to lay before the public the ſtrength 
and ſtation of our convoys and cruiſers ; he had therefore con- 
| M 2 fined 
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fined the preſent to the returns of the number of ſeamen a 
marines actually ſerving, and in Britiſh pay - 
Mr. Buller. Mr. Buller ſaid, he had not the leaſt objection to the moth 
made by the honourable gentleman. He only roſe to vina 
cate the conduct of the board at which he had the honour Wl 
a ſeat, from the charge of embezzlement, now ſo confident 
made, for which, he contended, there did not exiſt the ſmall 
eſt degree of foundation. But, as the army eſtimates were 
come before the committee of ſupply the next day, he wo 
not, at preſent, trouble the Houſe on that ſubject, but teſei 
what he had to offer in refutation of the charge now ſo con 
dently made by the honourable-gentleman, for a fuller ata 
dance. | 
Mr. Luttrell's motion was then put, and agreed to. 
Mr. Coke. Mr. T. V. Cote moved an humble addreſs for all the pape 
publiſhed by his Majeſty's commiſſioners in America, at N 
York, as far down as they had been received at the office 
the fecretary of ſtate for the American department, which 

| agreed to. 
Sirꝰ. Tenge. Sir George Yonge obſerved, that as the powers veſted int 
commiſſioners had originated from Parliament, he thought 
extremely proper that Parliament ſhould be acquainred vi 
what had been done in confequence of thoſe powers. 
object of the commiſſion was the reftoration of peace, If a 
ſteps had been taken to procure it, he thought that it was 
duty of miniſters to make as early a communication of the 
as poſſible to that Houſe ; becauſe, till ſuch cemmunicati 
was made, it was impoſſible for Parliament to be enabled! 
fully decide upon the meaſures proper to be purſued. Itv 
true, that the general reports were, that the Congreſs hadn 
fuſed to treat upon any terms ſhort of an immediate acknot 
ledgment of their independency, and that they were ſecret 
as well as publickly, allied with France; but vague repdl 
did not amount to parliamentary information, and until d 
proper office documents were laid upon the table, for inſp 
tion, the Houſe muſt continue to remain in the dark. He c. 
ſerved that the papers now moved for contained but part oft 
neceſſary information; but he hoped that the whole would! 
taken into conſideration on ſome future day, This would 
only enable the Houſe to judge whether peace was or was l 
attainable, but it would likewiſe include the real impedimen 
as well there, as the reaſons which ſtood in the way and fin tr 
ly prevented its accompliſhment, 
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December 2. 

The order of the day being read, for the Houſe to reſolve 
tſelf into a committee of ſupply on the navy eſtimates, Mr. 
Ord took the chair of the committee, | 
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id not perceive the extent and probable effect of the motion 
ade by the honourable gentleman over the way [Mr. Lut- 
trell] the preceding day; otherwiſe he would never have con- 
ſented to it. He thought it would be extremely impolitic and 
ven dangerous, at the commencement of a war, to inform 
Wour enemies of our effective ſtrength. The navy, it was ac— 
a: nowledged, was the great bulwark of this country; any diſ- 
Wcloſure of its ſtate, in that Houſe, would ſoon get out among 
he public, and of courſe come to the knowledge of our fo- 
reign and domeſtic foes, a circumſtance by no means proper at 
uch a criſis, in the manner deſired by the honourable gentle- 
man; becauſe it would go, not to the number of men actu- 
ally borne and muſtered, but to their diſtribution at the ſeve- 
ral ports from whence the returns were to be made, If all 
the honourable gentleman wanted was no more than the groſs 
number, as employed in every ſpecies of ſervice, he could very 
readily and ſafely inform him on that head; for by an abſtract 
which he held in his hand, and which he had made that mor- 
ning, he found that the number of ſeamen and marines upon 
the dooks, amounted to 77800 men and a fraction. 

He next obſerved, that the honourable gentleman, in open- 
ing his motion the preceding day, had reverted to the conduct 
of the admiralty-board the laſt year, and charged them with 
giving falſe information ; firſt, by controverting the then ſtate, 
condition and number of line-of- battle ſhips ready for ſea, at 
that period : thoſe, ſzid the honourable gentleman, conſiſted 
of little more than half the number, and his proof is, that in 
ſix months afterwards there were not more than what was 
ſtated to be actually fit for ſea the preceding November. The 
number ſtated, he ſaid, was thirty-five, and ſeven more in 
commiſſion, but not manned. This, he contended, was ftrict- 
ly true: but what does the honourable gentleman contend 
for, as to the ſubſequent number in the month of April ? 
That no more than thirty-five were then fit for ſea, | 

In this he begged leave to aſſure the Houſe, the honoura- 
ble gentleman was equally miſinformed or miſtaken ; for the 
truth was, that the whole number conũſted of forty-four ſhips 
of the line, beſides ſeventeen in great torwardnefs towards the 
latter end of that month; and, to put an end to any farther 
controverſy, he would ſtate the particular ſtations and ſervices, 
4 There 


Mr. Buller then roſe, and informed the committee, that he Rr. x 
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luded to by the honourable gentleman [1777] had been ſtria 


that 41. per man per month be granted for the ſame. 
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There were twenty under Admiral Keppel, at Spithea4 
thirteen under Admiral Byron, deſtined for America ; oi 
had been ſent to India; one to the Mediterranean; one «fl 
the Newfoundland ſtation.; one at New Vork; three undi 
Admiral Barrington; and three in dock, undergoing ſonlfi 
trifling repair, with their full complements on board; in 8 
forty-four, beſides ſeventeen in various ſtates of forwardne; 
ſeven of which, in a few weeks, augmented Admiral Keppel. 
ſquadron, when he proceeded to fea the ſecond time; ſo thalf 
in fact, inſtead of having no more than twenty line-of-bati 
ſhips in November, we had thirty-five ; and inſtead of thirf 
ty-hve in April or May, we had forty-four; and in a very fe 
weeks, that was as ſoon as men could be procured, we hi 
51, which number had ſince been conſiderably augmented, 

He then proceeded to make a ſhort reply to the charge 
embezzlement, and ſaid, that the money voted in the year a 


ly and faithfully applied to the uſes for which it was grante 
He ſaid an accuſation of ſo heavy a nature ought to have be 
maturely conſidered, and well ſupported, before it was brougt 
forward. He fat at the board at the time this embezzlemei 
was ſuppoſed by the honourable gentleman to have taken pla 
and he could affirm, from his own knowledge, that it co 
not be ſupported. by even the ſhadow of proof. 

He finally moved, that 70,000 ſeamen, including 17,4 
marines, be employed fer the ſervice of the year 1779, at 


The Hon. Temple Luttrell ſpoke firſt to the motion, and e 
tered. into a very ample detail of the number of ſeamen vo 
in various years for the public ſervice, ſhewing the expend 
to the nation each year, and pointing out what he called t 
uniform deception of Parliament by adminiſtration, who | 
the moſt part, he ſaid, aſked for more ſeamen than they ent 
employed, and that the money unappropriated was general 
embezzled, or at leaſt never brought to account. | 

After having very ably ſhewn to what miſchievous and imp# 
ſitious purpoſes ſuch a mode of voting the public money mig 
be employed to effect, he apologized to the Houſe for riſing 
the committee with a ſeeming intention to oppoſe the reſo 
tion now moved; whereas there was nothing farther from! 
heart. He approved of the reſolution, as warmly as any m 
in that Houſe, and was willing to concur in a vote for eight 
inſtead of ſeventy thouſand ſeamen, if thought neceſlary, 
order to carry on with vigour the war againſt France. B. 
he nevertheleſs thought it a duty he owed to his conſtituen 
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d his country at large, now that he was about to give his 
Nient to a reſolution which involved in it a grant of upwards 
3. 500,000. out of the public purſe, to call upon miniſters 
IÞ cive every neceſſary ſatisfaction to the nation, that the mo- 
ey thus bountifully and generouſly granted was faithfully ap- 
lied, This only was the object of his motion of the prece- 
ing day, for the laſt weekly returns, in order that we might 
e how many were borne and muſtered. The honourable 
entleman had, at the opening of his ſpeech, ſeemed to regret 
at he conſented to the motion, for fear it might convey im- 
roper information to our enemies, This was extremely in- 
onſiſtent with the honourable gentleman's own aſſèertion, that 
re had now, in actual ſervice, upwards of ſeventy-ſeven thou- 


true, ſo far from inviting an attack from France, that it 
ould operate directly otherwiſe, and while it would tend to 
Jarm them, would enable us to prove that their apprehenſions 
ere well-founded, | | 15 

He obſerved that the honourable gentleman had betrayed 
rong feelings on the charge of embezzlement, and had ta- 
en upon him to affirm, from his own knowledge, that there 
Jas not a ſhadow of proof, or the leaſt foundation for ſuch an 
cuſation. He ſhould not reply in a mere negative, but draw 


'ould not be decent to controvert. He then ordered the Jour- 
as of the Houſe of the year 1771, to be read, which being 
ad by the clerk, it appeared therefrom, that 40, ooo ſeamen 
ere voted for the ſervice of the year 1771 ; and in the ſame 
WJ ournal, March 1772, that the amount of the men borne 
end d muſtered, upon an average, in the courſe of the year 1771, 
id not amount to more than 30, ooo and a fraction, the high- 
number, for the firſt ſix months, not exceeding 38,000, 
d the loweſt about 26,000 ; but that on the whole, the ave- 
ige number was ſhort of 31,000. Phe 41. per man per 
donth, for thirteen months, for 40, ooo men, amounted to 
050,000]. out of which deduct the navy-ordnance for 40,000 


mp0 
. four ſhillings per month, according to cuſtom, and the ba- 
10 rce paid over to the admiralty-board was exactly 1,976,000], 
of bich was exactly an embezzlement of 520,000). the diffe- 
n 8 "<< of the pay of the men voted, and actually borne and 


zuſtered. Theſe, he preſumed, were facts ſo well authenti- 
ated, and of ſo notorious a nature, that they were not to be 
et by reaſonings or arguments, but by facts of equal weight 
dauthority, ſhewing to what uſes, or in what manner, the 
rplus had been appropriated or expended ; which was not 
ow to be ſeen in any account whatever. 

This 


ind ſeamen in actual pay, a fact, he would be bold to affirm, 


is proofs from documents which, in that Houle at leaſt, it 
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This was the ſpecification of the charge urged generally, 
him the preceding day, as the grounds of his motion. þ 
made it directly againſt miniſters, and expected to hear it 2 
ſwered or refuted. If it was a fair, honeſt tranſaction, 
could bear the light, he would hear the explanation with pl: 
fure : he did not with to criminate any man upon a looſe 
doubtfn] charge, but the preſent was ſo ſpecific and diredif 
that there was no evading it, without ſuppoſing the mon 
had been applied to ſome ſecret purpoſe, which could not! 
juſtified. Wb 

He ſaiq; though the navy was the moſt important object, 5 
tionally conſidered, that called for the attention of miniſte 
that it had been for ſeveral years, and particularly the 1; 
the object they moſt neglected. He charged the noble Lo 
in the blue ribband with having conſtantly ſlighted it as ma 
teralmoſt beneath his notice, ſince he ſcarcely ever attend 
the Houſe when the navy was under confideration, althou 
It was his duty at all times to be preſent in his place, in or 
to afford gentlemen ſatisfaction upon ſuch occurrences as the 
Had a right to enquire about, and without a knowledge( 
which it was impoſſible for them to do juſtice to their rep 
ſentatives, or to do juſtice to the nation. He went over ti 


old ground of the ſtate of the navy the beginning of the ye 
the aſſertions of thoſe who ſat at the admiralty board reſped 
ing the number then fit for ſea, and the number that wou 
be ſoon fit for ſea, and declared, that notwithſtanding the 
perſeverance now in maintaining what they had ſaid in Pa 
liament laſt ſeſſion, that it was notorious to all the world, th 
we had OE ſail of the line fit for ſea, on home- ſerviee, i 


the admiraIty pledged them for 35, and ſeven more in forwan 
neſs, and our fleets were fo far from being equal to the fleets tl 
France and Spain could ſend againſt us, we were not eq 

to the fleet of France alone, when Admiral Keppel firſt ſail 
from Spithead, He ſpoke alſo of the injudictous retarding 
Admiral Byron's ſailing to join Lord Howe in America, ot 
notdetaching a part of his fleet for that purpoſe, and the ot 
topics which have alteady been ſo much handled in the U 
-per Houſe. He called gentlemen's attention particularly! 
the ſubjeR, deſiring them to recollect, that it was the f 
converſation which had taken place in that Houſe upon ii 
conduct of the admiralty ſince the 27th of July, the buſins 
of which day loudly demanded an immediate enquiry eich 
there or elſewhere, He begged the committee to conſid: 
that Admiral Keppel could not fail again with the ſame 
admiral, the vice admiral of the blue; he did not attempt! 
blame either the vice admiral or the commander in chief, 


ſaid, the whole nation expected, eagerly expected, that the 


air ſhould be inveſtigated ; that if either officer deſerved 
ſure, it ſhould be paſſed upon him; and if it appeared 
t the difference between the two officers aroſe merely from 


grounded jealouſy, that it was eſſential to the ſervice that 


h jealouſy ſhould be removed. The two admirals were, 
obſerved, now in their places; he hoped therefore, they 
uld one or both give the Houſe ſome information on the 
ie, as well for the ſake of their own honour, as for the 
e of public peace and tranquility, at a moment when it was 
eſſentially neceſſary that unanimity ſhould 

that our military commanders, both by ſea 
uld have no differences. 35 
Before he concluded, he ſaid he was aware that every at- 
ppt to promote parliamentary enquiries, either into the na- 
of tue expenditure of the public money, the conduct of. 
ers, or the inſtructions given to them by miniſters, would 
be turned a deaf ear to by the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
and his coadjutors, and that he ſhould be told that gen- 


nen who preſſed ſuch enquirits clogged the wheels of go- 


nment, and preyented miniſters from ſerving their country, 
ſhould nevertheleſs perſevere, as well on rhe particular 
nt of enquiry he had urged, re;ative to the 450, oool. and 


yards, as on r er ſubject Iwhich he felt it his: duty as 


dember of the Britiſh Parliament to go into; and as to 
ging the wheels of government, he declared he had no ſuch 
ntion, it was the common excuſe of bad miniſters, and 
erally uſed by the worſt, The miniſters of James II. 
uſed it; the miniſters of Dionyſius the Tyrant and of 
mitian had uſed it, and-every deſpotic — a deſpo- 
and bad-intentioned prince might uſe it. He ſolemnly 
teſted his conduct, on the preſent occaſion, was indepen- 


t of any party idea; he ſpoke neither from prejudice to 


ſet of men, nor from partiality to another; he wiſhed his 
intry well, and becauſe ſuch wiſhes were deeply rooted in 
heart, he repeated his hopes, that the Houfe would go into 
enquiry he had mentioned, and that either the commander 


hief or the vice. admiral would afford the Houſe ſome ſa- 


action relative to the affair off Breſt on the 27th of July laſt. 
ord North and Admiral Keppel both ſtood up for upwards 


half a minute; but the cry for Admiral Keppel at length Ain! + 
| Kr wy " 


vailing, he was pointed to by the chair. 
e could not, he ſaid, fit filent when he heard himſelf 
ed upon ſo directly by the hon. gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
N 


. At; 


axevail, at 
land, 


however 
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however diſagreeable it might be to him, to ſay any thingi 
that Houſe, reſpecting the affair of July 27; an affair in why 
is character as an officer, was ſo materially concerned, 

had been ſaid in that Houſe, on a preceding occaſion [Thy 
day 26th on the addreſs by Governor Johnſtone] that if 4 
8 miral Keppel were to go through the buſineſs of that d 
I again, he would nr fight the French in the ſame mann 

he deſired the gentlemen to know, that Admiral Keppel 
*F then ſpeaking, and that Admiral Keppel declared, if he; 
\ to go over the buſineſs of the 27th of July again, he wa 
| Qed himſelf in the ſame manner. He ſaid en 
thing th could be done, had been done; and he was hay 
= | #0 2 the Britiſh flag had not been tarniſhed in his han 
He felt himſelf perfectly eaſy on that head, and ſhould nen 
be aſhamed of his conduct on the day alluded to, The oli 


Have co 


d moſt experienced officers in his Majeſty's navy, in e 
; at, ſaw eg which they were before ung 
quainted with; and that day preſented ſomething new, | 
impeached no man of a neglect of duty, becauſe he wal 
tisſied that the officer alluded to [Sir Hugh Palliſer] had n 
nifefted no want of what was moſt eſſential in a Britiſh f 


man — courage. ED 
Fe apologized to the Houſe, faid his ſituation was diff 
and delicate; that his health nor ſpirits would not pem 
him to enter into detail, nor could it be expected from li 
to anſwer any particular queſtions, He ſeldom ſpoke in ni 
lic, nor could he truſt to his memory. In conſequence! 
-. what had paſſed in the Houſe on the firſt day of the {ell 
he had committed to writing, what he thought neceſſay! 
ſay on th&Foccaſion, whenever his conduct on the 21th 
July ſhould happen to be introduced into converſation ord 
bate in that Houſe, With permiſſion he ſhould read it. | 
accordingly produced a written paper out of his pocket, 
ſubſtance of which was; that he had been called upon à 
very critical and perilous conjuncture, by his count), 
ſtand forth in its defence; that he ſacrificed every perl 
conſideration to the public ſervice, and accepted of | 
command of the fleet, without having a fmgle friend in! 
miniſtration, Upon finding his force greatly inferior to! 
enemy, he did not think it prudent to riſque the total « 
ſtruction of the ſquadron under his command, on ſuch uneſ 
terms; and therefore as ſoon as he had learned the real ftrenf 
of the enemy, he returned home for a reinforcement” 
When reinforced, he had no reaſon to complain of itfferil 
ty. He was ſatisfied with the number and condition of! 
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ng ips, with the ſkill and gallantry of the officers, and bravery | 


the ſeamen. So far, he thought proper to explain his ge- 
ral ſituation; but he hoped it would not be expected, that 
ſhould anſwer particular queſtions, relative to what paſ- 
| in action, or reſpecting individuals; it was not His duty, 
r would it be proper to do it either im regard to himſelf or 
hers; but he was nevertheleſs ready, whenever properly 
led upon, to enter into the fulleſt explanations relative to 
own conduct, either there or elſewhere. | | 

Nothing was left untried, to bring the French, to a deci. 
tion; but unleſs both ſquadrons were equal deſirous 
"MF it, it was impoſſible to bring thirty ſhips againft thirty 
ps; to effect it, both ſquadrons muſt be equally determined 


h a reſolution, would ſoon render an engagement deci- 
e. He laid no blame any where, for it was his conſtant 
ace, to endeavour at promoting the public ſervice, when= 
er he commanded, as far as depended on each officer's do- 
> his duty, more by example and encouragement, than by 
 rigour of diſcipline or ſeverity. E. <>. 

efaid, he had been much ſurprized, when an officer under 
command had made an appeal to the public, in a news- 
ter, ſigned with his name, before any accuſation had 
n made againſt him, and which tended to render him 
ious and deſpicable in the eyes of his countrymen, He 
nfeſſed, he was- ſo ſhocked, that he reſolved never to ſet 
foot aboard ſhip again, becauſe he thought there was an 
| of all obedience and command. However, upon reflec- 
n, and when his firſt emotions had ſubſided he hoped 
tters might be properly explained 5 but till hat eyent 
kk place, he informed the noble Lord who preſides at 

admiralty board, that he never could fail with the 
ntleman alluded to, He believed the vice admiral was no 


untry, when his ſervices were demanded. He did not ſu- 
<Q miniſters to be the authors or promoters of the abuſe 
ich appeared in the public prints; they on the contrary 


them were capable of cutting his throat, of vilifying and 
retly. aſperſing him, he did not ſuppoſe they were near 
m; if they were, he was perfecty indifferent, as to their 


dich might follow from either, and was {till ready to ſerve 


conquer or periſh; in which, no doubt a perſeverance in 


ff * 


nger from whence the anonymous attack came. He had 
elf been fiequently the ſubject of news- paper abuſe; but 
y had not appealed to the public, nor refuſed to ſerve his 


med his friends, careſſed and ſmiled upon him; but if any _. 


les or their frowns, and regardleſs of every conſequence 
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his country, with the warmeſt zeal and to the full extent 
of his abilities. 

Sir Hugh Palliſer roſe as ſoon as Admiral Keppel ſat down, ani 
declared, he was fo conſcious of not having been any hindrang 
to a re- action with the Breſt fleet on the 27th of July, th: 
he was equally indifferent, with the hon. admiral, how fog 
| an enquiry was ſet on foot; on the contrary, however i 
4 might be generally thought more adviſeable to urge one, fe 
1 the ſake of the public, it was his intereſt to wiſh one, he. 

* cauſe he was certain it would then come out, that he hi 
done bis Ar in every reſpect, both as an officer and a min. 
He ſaid the hon. admiral who ſpoke laſt, ſeemed to ſpeak wit 
a kind of reſerve, as if there was ſomething behind; he heart 
ly wiſhed him to ſpeak out, that knowing fully what was in 
puted to him, either on the ſcore of neglec̃t, inactivity, 
want of judgment, he might have an opportunity of fail 
anſwering the charge, and abiding by the judgment of thi" 
committee, whether he was or was not criminal. He hi 
diſcovered, from what the admiral had juft ſaid, that the prin 
cipal matter which weighed againſt him in the admin 
mind was the publication in the news- papers; a publication . 
which he had ſigned with his name, and by which he wou 
abide. If it was imprudent, if it was wrong, the conſequent 
was to himſelf, The hon. admiral had been kind enougl 
to do him juſtice on the eſſential point of courage; he ſhoull 
be nevertheleſs exceedingly uneaſy if he was thought dei 
cient in other reſpects as an officer. It was on that very a 
count that he had appealed to the public; he heard when 
came on Wore, after the affair of the 27th of July, that! 
had been inſinuated, that he was a hindrance to a re- acta 
with the French fleet; an unauthenticated inſinuation d 
neglect of duty, was a ſeverer ſtroke to an officer than a 
direct terms of accuſation, becauſe it was more difficult to 
move entirely; he therefore, to clear his honour, which heft 
attacked, waited on the commander in chief to have the mi 
ter ſet to rights, and to have the inſinuation wiped 2 
he could get no redreſs. To ſay any thing againſt a frienl 
was, to a man of ſenſibility, the moſt diſagreeable thingil 
nature; but where an officer's reputation was at ſtake, tif 
removing an unjuſt ſtigma was certainly the firſt objel 
aha, he had therefore appealed to the public, he had ſtated fad! 
them, and by thoſe facts he would ſtand or fall. With 
gard to the report of not obeying ſignals, it was a falſe 
port; but even were it true, the public ſervice could 9 
have been affected by it, confidering the circumſtances off 
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day. Before he ſat down, the vice admiral repeated his aſ- 
ſertion, that he was neither guilty of neglect of duty nor of 
inactivity, and in fact, that he was by no means inſtrumental 
in preventing a re- action with the fleet of Monſ. d*Orvilliers; 
he repeated, that he held all low inſinuations and affected ten- 
terneſs in the utmoſt contempt. If there was any real ground 
of accuſation, why not make it fairly and openly ? If not, 
why infinuate that he had been wanting in point of conduct, 
though a teſtimony was given in favour of his courage, T his 
e ſaid was a language extremely different from that of the 
admiral's diſpatch, containing an account of thEaftion, in 
vhich he informed the admiralty board, of the fpirited and 
gallant conduct of all the officers under his command. On 
he whole, he deſpiſed all the means reſorted to, both within 
and without doors, to vilify and traduce him, as a profeſ- 
fional man; but conſcious of his innocence (though he did 


vice admiral, to have paſſed between them at his own houſe, 
e ſaid, nothing of a nature merely private was a matter of 
ublic diſcuſſion, | N 
The vice admiral had defended his appeal to the public on 
he ground, that his conduct had been groſsly mſepreſented 
a the public prints; he ſhould nevertheleſs continue to think, 
hat ſuch an appeal was extremely improper : it captained many 
matters objectionable in their nature, beſide what imme- 
lately related to his own juſtification, ſufficient to fix his 
ormer reſolution, never to go to ſea again with the vice ad- 
niral of the blue. | | 
As to any inſinuations or indirect charges, he knew not 
hence they came; for his part, he had made none; nor did 
e know any part of the vice admiral's conduct deſerving of 
enſure; but 25 Tecing the name of © Hugh Pallifer,” ſign- 
d to a letter in the aint Fol. 
The vice admiral had quoted his diſpatch from aboard the 
ictory, containing a full approbation of the conduct of all 
© officers preſent that day, in which he was included. Moft 
ertainly, the concluſion was fair; and he was again ready 
 repeate it, and point that teſtimony particularly, as well 
generally, . 

— The 
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The vice admiral had alluded to ſignals, and ſaid that 
Was no fault of his, that the fleet of France was not re- 
tacked. As to that, he could only ſay, that he preſum 
A every inferior officer was to obey the ſignals of his comma 
der; and now, when called upon to ſpeak out, he would i 
form the Houſe and the public, that the fignal for comin 
£ into the Victory's wake, was flying from three o'clock int 
1 afternoon till eight in the evening unobeyed ; at the fan 
1 time he did not charge the vice admiral with actual diſch 
dience. Hg doubted not, but if an 2 ſhould be thougy 
neceſſary, Mat he would be able to juſtify himſelf, becauſck 
. was fully perſuaded of his perſonal bravery, _ 
le repeated, that he was his country's friend, and was read 
to do every thing in his power to promote its intereſt, a 
advance its honour ; farther than that, he had nothing to d 
with adminiſtration, and was little ſolicitous about any mit 
deer, but what related to a due performance of his duty, H 
was happy to think, that the Britiſh flag had ſuffered no dif 
| grace while intruſted to his care, nor he hoped never would, 
| Mr. T. Lu- Mr. Z. Luttrell roſe, and was proceeding to make animak 
*, verſions on what had now paſſed, and moved an addreſs to th 
Crown to order atrial of Sir Hugh, but was called to orderly 
Lord Mulgrave, for deviating from the ſubject of debate, th 
| alter not being properly before the committee. He then n. 
ſumed the ſubject, relative to the embezzlement of the 420,000; 
but that likewiſe being deemed foreign to the reſolution be. 
fore the committee, he was called to order from the chair, and 
far down, after giving notice that on the next day he woll 
revive his 2 for an addreſs. | 3 
Lord Nor:b. - Lord North roſe to exeulpate himſelf from the charge d 
not attending the Houſe on. navy days, as well as to refutt 
- the charge againſt the treaſury and admiralty boards abou 
the embezzlement of 450,000. and upwards. With regat 
to the former, he declared he had fat in Parliament for up! 
wards of twenty years, for the laſt ten of which he had bet 
in office, and had conſtantly attended, when the navy m 
under conſideration ; that perhaps the honourable gentlemal 
might call every day a navy day, on which he ſaid ſomethin 
relative to the navy; if that indeed were the caſe, he owa 
it Would have been almoſt impoſſible for him not to ha 
* been abſent fome days. If the honourable gentleman 3 
laded to his not having been preſent on Monday and Tuck 
day, he aſſured the gentleman he meant to 4 preſent # 
both, but that he was each day employed, at the treaſury, !! 


thice, and that the Houſe was up before he could _— 
0 ' 
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lared, when he firſt heard of it, be did not know that it Was 
ud at the door of the - treaſury board; but that although 
noſe- who-embezzled the public money ought to be ſeverely 
niſhed at all eames, he was exceedingly happy to hear of 
de embezzlement in queſtion, let who would be guilty, be- 
auſe- 450,000], juſt at preſent would be very uſeful to the 
ublic; and as the gentleman had fo unexpectedly found that 


pming ; unfortunately, however, for the public, it now ap- 
ared-that there was no embezzlement at all, he would 
pnyince the committee. His Lordſhip then went into a 
pious' detail of the nature of the navy eſtimates, and the 
ublic papers delivered at the table from the reſpective boards 
f the treaſury, admiralty, and navy, (under the titles of 
diftribution and Appropriation Papers) declaring that the 41. 
man voted for the navy, was applied to four different heads 

ſervice, viz. ſeamen's wages, victualling, wear and tear, 
ad ordnance, : That the ſum votcd was never equal to the 
kpenditure, and that as the honourable gentleman had truly 
id, there was a ſaving of upwards of 450,000l. in 1771, 
that ſum was applied to the diminution of the navy debt, 
hich of courſe at the end of the year was 450,000]. leſs than 


mſelf were above embezzling the money voted for the navy 
rvice, poffibly the honourable gentleman would not believe 
im; it would therefore, he doubted not, pleaſe him much 
tter to hear that were they inclined to embez ie it, it was 
t in their power to touch a halfpenny of it. He then ex- 
lained, that it never came into their hands; that the trea- 
ry board was obliged to pay every ſhilling voted by Parlia- 
dent for the ſervice of the navy to the treaſurer of the navy 
at the treaſurer could not embezzle it, as he could make no 
ayment without a draft on him from the commiſſioners of 
te navy, and that the treaſurer's accounts were kept in the 
loſt exact manner, and ſettled daily under the inſpection of 


ordihip took notice of Mr. Luttrell's diſavowal of any in- 
ntion of clogging the wheels of government, and declared 
e had never charged the honourable gentleman with any ſuch 
ign; that he commended him for his ſpirit of enquiry, 
hich had actuated him upon the preſent occaſion; that he 
as doing. what he had a right to do; and ſo far, ſays 75 am 

5 Atom 


bby..; In anſwer to the charge of embezzlement, he de- 


ich a ſum was embezzled, he doubted not it would be forth- 


te commiſſioners. Having amply diſcuſſed this matter, his 


* 
3 
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otherwiſe would have been. His Lordſhip added, that if Nn. 
was to aſſert that the firſt Lord of the Admiralty and 
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I from entertaining the moſt diſtant thoughts of the honour. 
able gentleman's clogging the wheels of government, that[ 
am perſuaded, he no more clogs them than the fly in the fa. 
ble, who ſettling on the chariot wheel, thought ſhe raiſed the 
duft with which ſhe was ſurrounded ; whereas, poor innocent 
thing, ſhe fixed where ſhe had a right to fix, and did notin 
the leaſt incommode either the action of the wheels, or the 
quiet of the perſon who rode within fide. 


Mr. T. L. Mr. T. Luttrell ſaid the noble Lord's humourous fimile 


on a buſinefs no leſs ſerious than important. He contended, 
that the noble Lord had not faid a ſyllable which even tended 
to meet the charge of embezzlement. He had indeed aſſert 
ed at random, and taken his aſſertion as ſo much proof, that 
the allowance of 41. per man per month, was inſufficient to 
anſwer wages, wear and tear, ordnance, or victualling. The 
exceſs of expenditure, he granted, formed part of the nay 
debt; but what he ſtill contended was, that no evidence hal 
as yet reached that Houſe of the appropriation of the ſurplus 
nor the neceſſity for it; if it had, it was in the power of mi- 
nifters to inſtantly give the ſatisfaction ſought. Produce an 
account of the whole of the navy debt incurred 1771; ſhew 
that a deduction of 450, oool. had been made out of it; tht 
is, ſhew the nation, that they have had credit for that ſun, 


ſhould . him from fixing the attention of the Houſe, 


VI parliamentary accounts mean any thing, they mean a full 


account; any thing but a full account means nothing; for 
whatever is omitted, may, it is true, be applied to the {ervice 
to which it is ſtated; but unleſs the ſpecific ſervice or ſervica 
are laid before the Houſe, it is, in fact, in the contemplation 
of the Houſe, no account: beſides Parliament votes a fun 
not exceeding 41. per month for as many men as are aQtual 


ly employed, not for an ineffective eſtabliſhment. 


After having, with great force of reaſoning, ſhewn at leaf 
the defectiveneſs, if not the inequity of ſuch a mode of 20 
counting with the public, he ſaid, the noble Lord in the blut 
ribbon, had endeavourcd to ſhift the charge off his om 
ſhoulders, by affirming, that the money iſſued, was by requ- 


© fition from the treaſurer of the navy; that the board, a 


which he preſided, ated only in a miniſterial manner, U 
had no immediate check to either examine or controul the f- 
quiſition thus made. The treaſurer of the navy at that tn 
was lately dead, and his Lordſhip had probably in view, the 
well known adage, that dead men tell no tales. 
With regard to the noble Lord's apt ſimile, it had done hin 
kogour. His Lordſhip in this line of debate, was known 
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an original. Whenever the noble Lord found himſelf 
ſely preſſed in argument, or fact, it was his known practice, 
get rid of the queſtion by a joke! His manner was no 
"curious, than his matter; when he was half aſlcep, or 
mingly quite aſleep, he collected a ſtore of wit and hu- 

ur, from ZEſop, Phædrus, or Joe Miller; or ſome other 
k equally diſtinguiſhed for ſuch ſpecies of drollery; and 

tead of reaſoning was ſure to treat the Houſe with a 
joh, As to his ſimile of the fly on the chariot wheel, if 
and his aſſociates lived in another country, and had their 
erts, they would long ſince have been put upon a proper 
eel ; ſuch a wheel, as the ſyſtem and principles of the no- 

> Lord's government, among other bleſſings inſeparable 
dm deſpotiſm, tended to introduce into Great Britain; he 
uld therefore rather be the fly in the fable, than an object 
ignominy and deteſtation, upon the wheel of public ven- 


9 


pl ANCE, 

12 He concluded with declaring his objection to every thin 
los del or inhumane; he ſhould nevertheleſs think, he 88 
mi- country eſſentially, by giving his vote at this time, for 
ue introduction of ſuch wheels into this country, if only to 
aer applied againſt thoſe ſtate-parricides who had deluged their 


untry in blood, and waſted its ſubſtance. 

Mr, Ellis and Lord North riſing to ſpeak together, his Lord Nerthb, MR 
rdſhip deſired to ſpeak a few words before he was racked; g& 1 
d obſerving, that accounts were the moſt improper ſubjects [3 
the world to raiſe a joke upon, begged leave to ſay a few 
drds in explanation, That 41. per man per month was thus 
vided---wages 228. victualling 27s, for wear and tear in 
dinary 30s. and ordnance. for ſea ſervice 4s,-| Here his 
rdſhip ſhifted this arrangement three or four times, ad- 
g and diminiſhing from and to the ſeveral heads, but at 
Sth determined nothing. The uſe he intended to make of 
le premiſes was to ſhew, that every one of the charges 
ſhort of the real expenditure ; the victualling in parti- 


re 


on ar, and wear and tear, having greatly increaſed ſince the 
quis abliſhment was firſt made; the conſequence of which was, 
„ Wt the exceſs of expenditure was either made up by the ſav- 


g of the number of men actually borne and muſtered from 
e vote, or formed what was called the navy debt.“ Thus 
for 


—_—_—. 
— had 


* It is worthy of remark, that none of the eſtimates on the Jour- 
ls of Parliament make the 4l. per month zn/uficient under the 
0 XI, O heads 
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for inſtance, in the year alluded to [1771] the ſaving on th 
difference between the men voted, and actually borne, 

applied to the general head of expenditure called the n 

debt; ſo that when this latter account came to be made u 

it was juſt ſo much leſs than it would have been, if no excy 

had ariſen on the original vote; for early in that year, f 

* expected rupture between this country and Spain hay 

, blown over, and the difference having been amicably tem 

nated, the ſeamen and marines, except ſuch as were abſolutd 

neceſſary, were gradually diſcharged, and the ſaving th 

#1 made, applied to the reduction of the navy debt of that ye 

1 Welbore Mr. Felore Ellis, treaſurer of the navy, entered into 

| very tedious, unintelligible, and unſatisfactory account of t 

riſe, progreſs, and the finally eſtabliſhed mode of voting 

navy eſtimates. He ſaid, from the beginning of the rei 

of Charles the Second, the uſual mode of voting money | 

that ſervice, had been by a ſpecific ſum ; and the Crown ha 

ing certain appropriated cuſtoms and duties for that ſervic 

| unlefs when an extraordinary demand became neceflan 

Parliament had little to do with it. So it continued duri 

the reign of James II. who being bred a ſeamen himſelf, tod 

the management of the navy under his immediate dir 

tion, and conducted the whole with the affiſtance of a f 

cretary. After the Revolution, another mode prevail 

which was voting a ſum for general uſes for the navy, at 

making up the deficiencies by Parliamentary grants, the enft 

ing ſeſſion. So matters continued till the year 169g, the latt 

end of King William's reign ; when, upon an eſtimate thi 

formed, the preſent vote for 4!. per man per month was 

eſtabliſhed, The great increate in the expence of victul 

ling, and for wear and tear, have been gradually on the @ 

creaſe, ever fince, nor has the vote ever balanced the expe! 

diture fince Queen Anne's time. In the year 1715, the d 

ficiency was firſt ſenſibly felt ; and from that day to the pt 

ſent, the exceſs has been rather on the encreaſe, which ex 

is what is generally provided for with other heads, under 

title of the navy debt. The honourable gentleman 
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heads of wear and tear, waves and victualling. Though ſometime 
in the courſe of a very active war, there may happen an ec 
but never to a large amount. The year 1771 proved a year of e 
fect tranquility after the month of March, ſo that no charges ci 
properly accrue above the 41. per month, for the numbers borne! 
the ſervice. The navy- wages are at this day the ſame as in d 
reign of King William. : win 


" 
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1 tierefore take with him this general ſtate of the matter, as 
pplicable to the exceſs voted in 1771, or any ſubſequent 
ear, that it goes to the extinguiſhing part of the exceſs of 
© ofW:pcaditure. When the numbers ac ually borne and voted 
verre nearly equal, the navy debt ſwells in proportion; when 
e men voted exceed the numbers borne, then the navy debt 
ai proportionably leſs. | | 

ll The honourable gentleman calls for parliamentary docu- 
utWents, which do not exiſt ; the truth is, that neither the trea- 
ry nor admiralty boards, nor the treaſurer of the navy, have, 
roperly ſpeaking, any thing at all to do with the accounts of 
to Ne various expences incurred, they are preſented to the ad- 
firalty board, and by it referred to the navy hoard ; he re- 
g orts to the treaſury board, who iſſue a warrant for the ſums 


ard, and every other channel, through which the monies 
rdered to be difburſed paſs, is merely in a miniſterial man- 
wi apt 

The honourable gentleman wiſhes for Parliamentary doeu- 
urWeats or vouchers ; the taſk would be endleſs; a waggon 
Would not be ſufficient to hold the books and papers, neceſ- 
ry to ſuch an inveſtigation ; and if ſuch were to take place, 
a would abſorb the whole time and attention of this Houſe 
ail the courſe of every ſeſſion. Not one perſon concerned 
ically, can have the leaſt temptation to embezzle, were 
ennWey ever ſo well inclined. The accounts are vouched, in the 
t inſtance, wherever the expenditure accrues; they are 
: WlWcoularly tranſmitted, referred, and decided upon before they 
me to the treaſurer of the navy. He certifies them, upon 
is authority, to the treaſury board, in purſuance of which, 
e lat board iſſues a warrant for the diſburſement, 


xp Mr. Fox contended, that notwithftanding the boaſts of ad- Mr. Fox, 


iniſtration, we had been inferior to the French at ſea in 
ery quarter of the globe. In America we had been avow- 
rely ſo before the arrival of Admiral Byron; in the Mediter- 
cr oincan we were fo ſtill ; in the Channel we certainly had been 
Ir inferior to France, when Admiral Keppel was ſent out 
ith no more than twenty fail of the line, at a time that there 
ere twenty-ſeven in Breſt water : in India he would be glad 
hear from miniſtry how we ſtood : in the Weft Indies 
ay we had been ſaid to be ſuperior ; and yet there the ifland 


eeward Iſland ſtation had been confined to Carliſle Bay, to 
rt for orders for undertaking an expedition, with the par- 
her Q 2 ticulars 


bus certified, ſo that the real expenditure is fixed by the navy- 


Dominica had been taken from us. The admiral on the 
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were to ſend a ſtrong force to the Mediterranean. With r 
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ticulars of which government had not thought proper to mike 
him previoutly acquainted. It has been the conſtant pradtic 
in former days to tend a powerful ſquadron to the Mediter 
ranean to prevent a junction between the Toulon and Br 
ſquadrons ; but this practice had been diſcontinued of late, u 
the coſt of Great Britain; for had we ſtationed a fleet then 
lat ſpring, Monſ. D'Eſtaing never could have paſſed th 
the Streights without having firſt beat us. Why had ſuch: 
meaſure been neglected? What was the uſe of Gibraly 
and Port Mahon, if not to turn to our advantage the d. 
ſtance between Breſt and Toulon, and fo guard the pals be 
tween the Mediterranean and the Ocean, that France coul 
not forin a junction of her two fleets ? Theſe conſideration 
weighed ſo with him, that he could not give up his opinia 
relative to the fallacy of the accounts given laſt year by tie 
Lords of the Admiralty. He paid his hon. relation | Admin 
Keppel] the higheſt compliments, for having returned hom 
when firſt ſent out, as ſoon as he diſcovered that the Frend 
fleet were ſuperior to him in point of number; and duct 
with his uſual flow of oratory and warmth of imagination, 
in deſcribing the fatal calamities, that might have enſued 
had the admiral rigidly adhered to his inſtructions, infteadd 
which he preferred the ſafety of his country, to what migit 
be deemed his mere line of duty. 

He would nevertheleſs give his hearty aſſent to the motion, 
if it were even for a greater number of men, as he woult 
omit nothing that could put his country in ſuch a poſturc d 
defence, as ſhould ſecure it againſt any attack whatſoever, 

Lord Mulgrave held that there were circumſtances when 
general laws could not, and perhaps ought not to be compli 
with; and a line ſhould be drawn betwixt calamity and ci. 
minality, If the exerted efforts of this country could m 
make it equal to the enemy, we ought then ſet our diſtreſſa 
down to the account of misfortune and calamity, and nd 
lay them at the doors of adminiſtration, What might i 
expedient at one juncture, might be improper at another. 
He confeſſed that if we were unembarraſſed with any otit 
war, we ſhould on the approaches of the commencement d 
hoftilities with Faance, ſend a fleet to the Mediterranean; 
but that was not the caſe now, We are obliged to have! 
great armament in America, which ſo divides our forct 
that it would be dangerous to detach any more; not to mel 
tion the jealouſy that it might create in foreign courts, if N 


ga al 
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d to our ſuperioty at ſea he would again aſſert it. When 
amiral Keppel went out with twenty fail of the line, the 
rench fleet, he allowed, was ſtronger than ours, on paper; 
it that it was ſo in reality he abſolutely denied; and he gave 


„ss his opinion, that the French would not have ſailed when 
oc did, if they had not been excited to it by the frequent 

we ertions of gentlemen in oppoſition, that our fleet was 

chi ned; and our Admiral going out with only twenty fail, 

la afrmed them in their opinion that we were undone, and 
* oppoſition ſpoke truth. f > "ak 
be. In America, that we were ſuperior, did not require a proof; 

dal the Weſt Indies we were ſo likewiſe ; nor would he be- 


ve that the reports mentioned by the honourable gentle- 


100 
mana of enterprizes being to be undertaken not without the 
ue evious knowledge of the Admiral on the Leeward ſtation, 


id not the leaſt foundation in truth; that gentleman, he was 

re had no cauſe 30 complain of diſrepectful treatment from 
Iminiſtration, | 
He declared, that he could not follow the honourable gen- 
man, who had ſpoken ſo much of the pyramids of Egypt, 


on 
5 d of Rome and Sicily, not having either time or inclination 
da purſue him in his circuitous progreſs, 

ole He concluded with ſaying, that he thought it highly ime 


oper to anſwer every queſtion that might be put to him at 
is critical moment; and that he held that man unworthy of 
office in his country, who could not ſubmit to be thought 
iminal for a while, rather than by an ill- timed vindication, be- 

py the ſecrets of the ſtate to its enemies: for which reaſon 

was determined hereafter to be ſilent when information 

ould be called for, which, if given, would be of advantage 

ly to our common foe. He only begged that gentlemen 


| Cj 
* puld properly interpret his ſilence; and not ſet down as a 
fa afehon of guilt what would be alone the effect of prudence, 
Mr. Luttrel] replied again, and charged the noble Lord Mr.Luttreft. 


Ith ſneering at him, from a book called Anticipation, which 
declared he highly admired; he ſaid he might poſſibly not be 
poliſhed as a perſon who had failed round the world, and 


„ ched where bears where the principal inhabitants, whoſe 
en mers the circumnavigator ſeemed to have copied with great 
* ceſs. He then proceeded to make obſervations, on what 
* d fallen from the honourable gentleman in office | Mr, El- 

| He denied, that the mode ſo confidently ſtated by him 


have been eſtabliſhed in paſſing the navy accounts, ever 
vailed till Lord Anſon was called to the head of the Admi- 
/ that nobleman's victues and great profeſſional and of- 

facial 
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Mr.T. 
Teronſpe d „ 


matters, adverted to the diſpute between Admiral Keppel and 


ate enquiry. Towards the concluſion of his ſpeech he! 
tacked adminiſtration on the ſcore of ill- treating the ofkict 
they employed, and ended his ſpeech with ſaving, that 
next Whig who went out to ſerve his country, might ti 
leave of his King in the ſame manner as Marſhal Villas 
recorded to have taken leave of Louis XIV. Sire, 14 
now going to fight your enemies, and 1 leave your Maj 
in the midſt of mine.“ 


the Egyptian pyramids, when, in fact, the true accounts woul 


be the bear- leader, an office for which he ſeemed amply gu 


fording cauſe for laughter or merriment. He complaine 
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ficial abilities, formed the real cauſe of the deſultory meth 
of ſtating accounts too often practiſed in Parliament; but nei. 
ther Lord Anſon nor Lord Hawke had abuſed this ample con. 
fidence of the Houſe, The treaſury could not juſtify the i, 
ſuing the money for 40, ooo men, when they knew, or ought 
to have known, there was but 30,000, and the admiralty ſunk 
the money without any licenſe from Parliament, or account 
its actual expenditure, The Journals ſhew that the late tres. 
ſurer [Sir G. Elliot} had not a ſhilling of it remaining in hj 
hands at the end of the year. How was the eſſential charg 
met on the other fide of the Houſe ? The gentleman [M. 
Ellis] deterred the Houſe from an enquiry, by ſaying, thatthe 
accounts would fill many waggons, or raiſe a pile like one 


2 


} 


[ 


lie in a nut-ſhell. The noble Lord [Mulgrave] replied by: 
forcible laugh, commonly called an horſe-Jaugh ; but fincete 
had ſeen it on the countenance of that noble Lord, he thought 
it improperly ſaddled on ſo generous, fo graceful, and reſpet. 
able an animal. ; 

Lord Mulgrave declared he did not think of the popula 
pamphlet called Anticipation, when he mentioned followiq; 
the honourable gentleman into Egypt and Sicily, but wa 
induced to uſe the expreſſion from the honourable gentleman' 
having talked of Dionyſius the tyrant, and the pyramids d 
Egypt. He, however, commended the gentleman's good 
humour, and ſaid he would readily conſent to be a bear, if it 
would pleaſe him, and the gentleman ſhould,” if he choſe 


lified ; or if that did not pleaſe him, the animal which ſtand 
in an equal degree of affinity, to an horſe and an aſs. 

Mr. T. Townſhend, reprobated the jeſt of the noble Lord i 
the blue ribbon ; he ſaid ſuch language and treatment, min 
ſters in the hour even of triumph and of inſolence might 
aſhamed of. God knew the preſent moment was far from # 


much of the defenceleſs ſtate of Jamaica, and among oth 


Sir Hugh Pallifer, which he thought called for an immedi 


M 
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Mr. Baily contended, that our Weſt India Iſlands had Mr. Baily. 
ben moſt ſhamefully and criminally neglected, that Jamai- 
ca had no force equal to defend it, either by land or ſea ; that 
the French had a military force in St. Domingo and the neigh- 
bouring iſlands, in their poſſeiion, little ſhort of 20,000 
en; that the only thing that preſerved Jamaica, was an 
nedemic diforder which, happily for us, had broke out 
among the French troops; but that in the worſt event he had 
great hopes from a natural fortreſs in that iſland, which could 
te defended by a ſmall force againſt a powerful army, and the * 
great abilities of the Governor [General Dalling. |] | i 
Mr, Buller ſaid a few words in reply to Mr. Luttrell, and Mr. Zaller. 
he queſtion being put on the reſolution, it was agreed to | 
vithout a diviſion, 
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Mr, Buller moved, that the motion of the honourable Mr. Mi. 5 
uttrell, which paſled on Tueſday laſt, for the laſt weekly | 
eturns of the numbers of men borne and muſtered on board 
he ſeveral ſhips of his Majeſty's navy reſpeRively, to be laid 

efore the Houſe, be diſcharged. His reaſon for this motion 

vas, that on mature conſideration he conceived it to be very 

I:nzerous to make a diſcovery at this very perilous moment, 

f the ſeveral ſtates and ſtations of : the Britiſh navy. : 

Mr. Luttrell ſaid it was ſtrange, that a motion which had Mr, Lama Wl 
een agreed to, by the honourable gentleman himſelf, ſhould ' {48 
now deemed by him ſo ineligible. He had been par- {+ 
cularly careful, not ta involve within its tendency any thing 

at could be dangerous. He had not deſired the admiralty to 
pecify the ſeveral ſtations of the ſhips, and he had forborne 
o aſk for any account of the ſtates of the ſhips. He had 
arcly ceſired them to produce the weekly returns, that they 
night not have it in their power this year, as in the year 1771, 
 embezzle any part of the public money. He had carefully 

amined the navy books, from the time ſtated in bis charge, 

d the preſent year, and he had not found the ſmalleſt trace of 
n application of the ſurplus ſum, either to the diſcharge of 

Ktras, or the diminution of the debt. He had called upon 
em to produce vouchers of the expenditure of the ſum, if 
had been expended as they averred; but in the place of do- 
ments, he received only eulogiums on the management of 
e navy books, and invectives againſt himſelf, He had 

de faireſt grounds for ſuſpicion, that ſums might be embez- 
led in the ſame manner this year, and therefore he thought 
his duty to warn parliament of the danger. It had been 

krted the night before, by the hon. gentleman who _ 

| * 
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ved for the diſcharge, and by another who had profeſſed him. 


ſeit to be a private gentleman, but who had proved that hy 
could only impoſe upon that Houſe, by wrapping himſelf oF 
in his profeſſion, that there were in September laſt ſeventy. 
ſeven thouſand eight-hundred men borne and muſtered in the 
Britiſh navy. If this was really atruth, he would be bold t 
ſay, that no expedient could produce happier effects than pu. 
liſhing this circumſtance to all the world, It was the mdf 
numerous body of feamen that this country ever poſſeſſed, and 
he would be himſelf the firſt to riſe, if the fact was proye, 


and move for à vote of thanks to the Lords of the admirilty 


for their care, aſſiduity, and ability; but, he was ſorry ty 
ſay, he did not believe it; and if Parliament fat down wit 
it on the teſtimony of the aſſertion before them, he was ſc. 
fible they would find themſelves as much impoſed on as they 
had been the year before. He did not condemn the ming 


commiſſioner of the admiralty [Mr. Buller] as having 4. 
ſerted a wilful falſchood ; he knew that the puiſne Lords d 
that board were not ſo fully informed by the ſenior Lord, 2 


they ought to be. He begged gentlemen to confider that 
eighty-thouſand ſeamen would man with their full war con- 


pliments, an hundred ſhips of the line, an hundred frigate, 
and an hundred {loops of war, a number ſupertor to all that 


ever were in the ſervice of this or any other country. But he 
begged leave to tell the Houſe, that from very authentic a. 
counts he was able to inform them, that the number of ſa- 
men in September laſt, was not more than ſixty-five thouſand, 


from which there were now to be deducted a great num 


Mr. Traun- 
ſpend. 


killed, loſt, deſerted, or taken from on board the fleets of Al- 
mirals Keppel, Byron, Howe, and the cruizing frigates. But 
taking it at the number borne as mentioned in September la, 
of ſixty-five thouſand, it was near thirteen thouſand leſs tha 
what the admiralty had ſtated, which, if admitted by the Hou 
would, at the end of the year, after the manner of 1772, gilt 
Tiſe to an embezzlement of ſix hundred and eighty thouſad 
pounds, 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid that the weekly returns were the mk 
improper accounts of all others, and the moſt defeCtive f 
every point wiſhed for. They would be altogether unintell 
gible to the Houſe, but they would give the moſt dangero 
information to the enemy. He averred that the quarteil 
muſters, and the day liſts, were the moſt proper vouchers 
the number of men, | 

Mr. Townſhend begged leave to remark how much the bv 
nour of Parliament was affected by the conduct of the 86 
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i. 
in {vice lty in the preſent queſtion. They knew not their own 2488 
the vinds; what they agreed to one day they contradicted the 
* next, and they introduced into parliament the ſame mode of 7 
4 ordering and counter-ordering, which, to the misfortune of , 


his country, they practiſed without, He could not avoid 
emarking, on the expreſſion of the noble Lord, that the 
weekly returns would be ui intelligible to the Houſe, but 
tiey would give dangerous information to the enemy; it was 
he greateſt egui vogue he ever heard, and either meant an af- 
ront to the underſtanding of the Houſe, or it meant nothing, 
The Houſe divided on Mr, Buller's motion, for it 107, 
gainſt it 1 5. 


85 


December 4. 

Mr. 2. W. Coke moved, That the manifeſto and proclama- ,,. 7. 

ion from his Majeſty's commiſſioners at New York, to the gge, + 

nembers of the Congreſs, the members of the general aflem= © 

lies, and to other perſons, inhabitants of the colonies in Ame- 
ca, contained in the printed book preſented to this Houſe 

dy Lord George Germain on Wedneiday laſt, might be read. 

And the ſame being read accordingly, he moved, That an 

umble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to expreſs to his 
geſty the diſpleaſure of this Houſe, at a certain manifeſto 

nd proclamation, dated the 3d day of October, 1778, and 

publiſhed in America under the hands and ſeals of the Earl of 

alifle, Sir Henry Clinton, knight of the Bath, and William 

den, Eſquire, commiſſioners for reſtoring peace to the colo- 

dies, and counterſigned by Adam Ferguſon, Eſquire, ſecre- 

ary to the commiſſion : the ſaid manifeſto containing a de- 

laration of the following tenor: 

If there be any perſons who, diveſted of miſtaken re- 
entments, and uninfluenced by ſelfiſh intereſts, really think X 
hat it is for the benefit of the colonies to ſeparate themſelves 
rom Great Britain, and that, ſo ſeparated they will find a 
onſtitution more mild, more free, and better calculated for 
ar proſperity, than that which they heretofore enjoyed, and 
wich we are impowered and diſpoſed to renew and improve; 
th ſuch perſons we will not diſpute a poſition, which ſeems 
o be ſufficiently contradicted by the experience they have 
zal: but we think it right to leave them fully aware of the 
hange which the maintaining ſuch a poſition muſt make in . 
e whole nature and future conduct of this war: more eſpe- 0 
ally, when to this poſition is added, the pretended alliance 8 
th the court of France, The policy, as well as the bene- 
lence, of Great Britain, have thus far checked the extremes 
If war, when they tended to diſtreſs a people ſtill conſidered 

Vol. XL, P as 
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as our fellow- ſubjects, and to deſolate a country ſhortly þ 
become again a ſource of mutual advantage; but when thy 
country profeſſes the unnatural deſign not only of eftrangiy 
herſelf from us, but of mortgaging herſelf, and her reſource 
to our enemies, the whole conteſt is changed; and the queſtiy 
is, how far Great Britain may, by every means in her pong 
deſtroy, or render uſeleſs, a connexion contrived for her run 
and for the aggrandizement of France, Under ſuch circumfty 
ces, the laws of ſelf- preſervation muſt direct the conduQg 
Great Britain, and, if the Britiſh colonies are to become an: 
ceſfion to France, will direct her to render that acceſſion of; 
little avail as poſſible to her enemy.“ | 
To acquaint his Majefty with the ſenſe of this Houſe, the 
the ſaid commiſſioners had no authority whatſoever, under th 
act of parliament in virtue of which they were appointed h 
his Majeſty, to make the ſaid declaration, or to make any d 
claration to the ſame or to the like purport ; nor can tl 
Houle be eaſily brought to believe, that the ſaid commiſſions 
derived any ſuch authority from his Majeſty's inftru&ions: 
Humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, that ſo much of the man 
feſto as contains the ſaid declaration, be forthwith public 
diſavowed by his Majeſty, as containing matter inconfiſten 
with the humanity and generous courage which in all tim 
have diſtinguiſhed the Britiſh nation, ſubverſive of the ma 
ims which have been eſtabliſhed among chriſtian and civilin 
communities, derogatory to the dignity of the crown of thi 
realm, tending to debaſe the ſpirit, and to ſubvert the dif 
pline of his Majeſty's armies ; and to expoſe his Majeſty's it 
nocent ſubjects, in all parts of his dominions, to cruel andn 
inous retaliations. | 
He expreſſed his indignation at finding, that a new ſyſtemd 
war was likely to be purſued in America, by which the genem 
Fprit of the nation would be perverted, and barbarity calt 
forth to reign over the ruins of civilation and ſociety. HM 
could not think that the planners of ſuch a ſyſtem could hal 
attended for a moment to the rules of policy and ſelf- preſem 
tion. If a new mode of war was to be introduced, repril 
and retaliation ought naturally to be expected. Our ſituati 
at preſent forbade us to provoke them; the northern coafv 
England and Scotland were not covered, and Ireland was oi 
and defenceleſs. Privateers had landed men in our own cou 
try, and if they did not burn and deſtroy, it was not beca 
they had not the power, but becauſe we had not, by our e 
duct, ſet them an example of retaliating on ourſelves. Ini 
jo 
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ſt dread, therefore, of attacks, which, though we might 
gin rovoke, we were not able to prevent; in the juſt dread of a 
egeneracy of -_ in the nation; and in ſupport of the rights 
tal f humanity, he could not but pronounce his deteſtation of 
ede principle by which the article in the proclamation was dic- 
ruſted, which threatened the Americans with the horrors of a 
tau ew ſyſtem of hoſtilities, which every law, as well human as 
10> irine, equally reprobated; and to expreſs this deteſtation 
dre fully, as well as to vindicate his country, in the eyes of 
he world from the character of barbarity it might gain by 
ollowing the threatened ſyſtem, he moved, that an humble 
ddreſs, &c. 


rA Mr. Conolly, who, though he deſpaired of ſucceſs from all Mr. G 


d Me arguments that might be adduced in ſupport of the mo- 
/ (on, could not but riſe to exonerate himſelf from the blame 
bat hereafter will attend this meaſure which the motion was 
onefBalculated to condemn : he wiſhed that poſterity might know 
is: t he had had no ſhare in bringing on the calamities 
nau hat this country had ſuffered by the American war, for 


hich he had never given a vote; nor in thoſe to which it 
ien ould be expoſed by the new ſyſtem that was about to be laid 
tim own. If ſeverity could be uſed towards the guilty among 
mu rebels, it might be exerciſed with juſtice, and with his 
pprobation; if the Congreſs, that aſſembly of men who had 
t every right of nations and humanity at defiance; if the 
lila ongreis could be ſeized and puniſhed according to their de- 
rt, he would approve of the moſt rigorous puniſhments 
dann fuch daring offenders: but they in all probability would 
ſcape, and the innocent become the only ſufferers. In the 
-m ontequences too of a new ſyſtem of barbarity, the innocent 
e nong ourſelves would be the greateſt ſufferers: the un- 
rtunate kingdom of Ireland, to which he more imme- 
ately belonged, would be the moſt expoſed to ruin and 
evaſtation : that kingdom, which had had no hand in the 
ei nerican war, and which was never to reap any beneſit 
mit, that unhappy kingdom would be ravaged by the re- 
aWliation which this new ſyſtem muſt neceſſarily call forth: 
or it was perfectly defenceleſs, and every where expoſed to 
e deſcent of the enemy. No forts, no fleets to protect it; 
he capital itſelf, Dublin, had been open to invaſion till the 
atter end of ſummer, when two Newcaſtle cats, of ſixteen 
uns each, had been ſtationed at the entrance of the harbour. 
nig bis was the poſture of a country which had no defence 


painſt an enemy, and which, though it has a parliament of 
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its own, finds in its poverty alone, a ſecurity againſt a fin; 
lar treatment which America met, when the Britiſh Par. 
ment had attempted to tax her. That poverty, however 
which ſecured the Iriſh againſt the attacks of che Britiſh bu. 
liament, would in the end rob their country of its m uk. 
ful hands; oppreſſed by their own governors, plan: rc.! by 
the common toes of the empire; they would intaliibl: «nb 
grate to America, where they could find an aſylum o. 
verty, wretchedneſs and oppreſhon, He 1cco:nde the 
motion. 
Mr. Macdo- Mr. Macdonald was amazed that gentlemen could 00 fr 
nald. torture words as to give them a meaning, which had nut ce 
curred to him, when he read them, and which he dare 15 % 
had never occured to the commiſſioners who had wri:' ten then, 
He looked upon the proclamation to be a ſober, ſedate, (wn. 
ſible and well meaning addreſs to the provinces of Amer; 
nor could he infer from it that any new ſcene of barh ir iy a 
deſolation was to be opened by our armies : if want..n crucly 
and deſolation were the objects held out to the reve's it, th 
warning that was given to them by the commiſſioners, an 
which cauſed ſuch apprehenſions in the minds of gent!}-m: 
he would be among the firſt to condemn thoſe who couid a 
tempt to diſgrace their country by threatening an chen 
with barbarities which nothing could juſtify: if cruelty on ti 
part of the enemy could juſtify cruelty on our fide, we hi 
inſtances that micht have tempted men who were not deadt 
pathon and reſentment. Who thruit out the eyes of wound 
ed priſoners? The Americans. Who burned New York 
The Americans, Who burned Norfolk? A part indeed ut 
| burnt by the King's troops; but three fourths of the ton 
were burnt by the Americans. What were the cruelties e 
erciſed towards Col. Campbell? Thruſt into a dungeon 
midſt the ordures of a malefactor who had been ſent out! 
execution, that gallant officer was bolted and chained to ti 
ground, without light, without his ſervant to attend hin 
and almoſt without food. This was treatment ſuch asti 
annals of no civilized country could parallel, What was 
behaviour of the court that had tried Col. Henley? It was pl 
that the ſentence of that court had been determined on 
fore the trial commenced ; nor could all theeloquence of Ge 
Burgoyne bring down puniſhment on men, who had baſ 
murdered ſome of cur ſoldiers, their priſoners, in cold blox 
What would gentlemen call the murder of Lieut. Brow" 


and what did they think of the impriſonment of Gen, " 
it 
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s in conſequence of his remonſtrances on that murder ? 


ll for dreadful and terrible retaliation ? And yet no ſuch 
taliation had been uſed, Why then ſhould gentlemen ſu- 
jet that we were Now going to open a ſcene of barbarity, 
hen we had no new cauſe, and after we had been proof 
aint the great temptations we had hitherto ſo generouſly 
fitted ? 

He underſtood the part of the proclamation which gave 
ch an alarm, to be nothing more than a warning to the 
bels not to expect that lenity in future, which we had ſhewn 
them during the courſe of the war, when we looked upon 
en as our fellow ſubjects, and whom we wiſhed to reclaim 
y the molt ſingular mildneſs and indulgence. By their al- 
ance with France, the natural enemy of our country, they 
id forfeited all right to clemency; they were therefore in 
ture to be treated no longer as ſubjects of Great Britain, 
it as appendages to the French monarchy, whoſe intereſts 
ey had preferred to ours: perental fondneſs ſhould no longer 
ay the breaſts of our rulers ;z war ſhould aſſume a different 


ginning of the rebellion; and the Americans might pre- 
re to be treated, not indeed like beaſts or ſavages, but 
e common enemies, for whom we no longer retained any 


ace of affeftion, which their unnatural alliance had abſo- 
ad el effaced, but which had ſubſiſted longer than it could 
un e prudently been expected, after the many unprecedented 


ovocations they had given us to take off the ties of af- 
Ction at a much more early period. War now they 
oald have 1n its full vigour; not ſuch an one as they had 


with peace, that it ſcarcely deſerved the name of war. 
his he conceived to be the meaning of the words in the 
vclamation : he hoped it would have the deſired effect on 
e rebels, he flattercd himſelf that it was a happy omen to 
the friends of America ſo alarmed at it; and their terrors 
would deem the forerunners of mat general conſternation 
America, which would make the deluded coloniſts open 
ar eyes before it ſhould be too late, and return to their 
Elance to the mother country. And as this warning did 
t convey to his mind the ſhadow of an idea, that wanton 
wzhter and deſolation were to mark the, footſteps of our 
my, he could not but give his negative to the motion on 


| table, 
Mr. 


ere not theſe barbarities of the deepeſt dye? Did they not 


im from that in which it had been conducted from the 


en all along accuſtomed to, and which had been ſo temper- 
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Mr. Poris ſaid, when he ſupported the motion, he deem 
himſelf the friend of humanity; he wiſhed to prevent wy 
being armed with new terrors. Bravery and humaii 
ty had ever been the inſeparable attendants on a Britif 
army; they were now going to be baniſhed from it; cru 
and barbarity were to replace them. The American w 
had been called the war of Parliament. Had Par 
ment ever authoriſed a war that militated againſt humanity 
Did Parliament ever hold out as inſtruments of reconcila 
tion, the tomohawk and ſcalping knife? Did Parliament em 
tell the Americans that they were to walk over the bodicsd 
their innocent wives and children, and the ſmoaking aſhes 
their cities, to make their peace with our Coinm iffionen 
Why then attempt to give the ſanction of Parliament to me. 
ſures which it had never dictated, which it had never . 

roved; nay, which were a libel upon parliament ? It wer 
1mpoſſible to expect peace from ſuch meaſures ; miniſters 
their conduct had murdered peace, If, as it had been fa 
by a right hon. member, [Mr. Conolly] the Congrl 
could be picked up, man by inan, and put to the moſt er 

emplary puniſhment, they ſhould all fall unpitied by him, b 
caule they really deſerve every ſeverity that could be inflift 
on them; but he could not in juſtice, in honour, in human 
ty, but condemn, and if he could, prevent the adoption df 
ſyſtem, which muſt equally involve the innocent and gully 
in deſtruction. The ftate of ſeveral of our coaſts ſhould, 1 
common prudence, though humanity were to be filent, yo 
out to us the inexpediency and danger of purſuing a new mot 
of making war, which muit expoſe us in our turn to all i 
ravages that provoked retaliation can ſuggeſt, 

Hon. Mr. Stanley could not bear with an even temper ti 
affront that was going to be put upon his profeſſion, wit 
ſoldiers were to be converted into butchers, aſſaſſins, and i 
cendiaries : he liked to war againft an enemy, he liked op 
honeſt war, but could not bear to ſheathe his ſword in Wl 
bowels of age or innocence : he would not tarniſh the Jull 
of the Britith name by acts of barbarity, nor give his ſand 
to the meaſures of the molt infamous adminiſtration that et 
diſgraced a free country. He then paid ſome very high col 
pliments to the army in America, in which he had had the honok 
to ſerve three years, and to the general who lately command 
it. As a repreſentative of a great trading country, which la 


expoled to the ravages of an enemy, where if an enen 
4 ſhoul 
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ould land with only 500 men, the moſt dreadful devaſtation 
igkt be committed with impuuity ; as repreſentative of ſuch 
county, he would but ill diſcharge the truſt repoſed in him, 
d the duty he owed to his conſtituents, if he did not, with 
| his power, oppoſe a ſyſtem which would be a plain invita- 
on to France and America to burn our towns, deſtroy our 
anufaftures, and butcher in cold blood our helpleſs and in- 
Fnfive women and children. 


"Wy {cence of hoſtilities, ſuch as ought not to be exhibited by 
y civilized nation. Such a war might well be approved by 


print indelible diſgrace on a people who piqued themſelves 
their humanity. It was not againſt America, but againſt 
rance that we ſhould ſhew our reſentment; the ſpoils of the 
"Wrench ſhould make us ſome amends for the loſs of three mil- 
dns of ſubjects, for the loſs of thirteen provinces, and for the 
$8 of Dominica; at preſent he had no more loſſes to enume-. 
te, how long he ſhould be fo, heaven only knew. He con- 
ned that pitiful and diſgraceful policy dictated by deſpair, 
Irving what it was not in our power to retain, Our army 
igkt ravage the country within twenty miles round them, 
It the towns they could not injure 3 Boſton we could not 
I, Philadelphia we cannot deſtroy, and New York, for 
Ir own fake we will not injure, What can an army, weak- 
cd as ours is by a detachment of 5009 men to the Weſt-In- 
es undertake ? Nothing offenſive ; ſo that our menaces are 
e wretched effects of impotence, and equally expreffive of 
r defire and inability to be revengeful. 


y wife ſavoured of cruelty or barbarity; ſeveral reflexions 
d been thrown on his character in his abſence ; and perhaps 
was becauſe he had ſhewn too much mildneſs in the proſe- 
tion of the war. He dic not know to whom he ought to 
ribe the attacks on his reputation; if they had not origi- 
ted from, or been encouraged by miniſters, at leaft they had 
t been contradicted by them. He thought it not improper 
n, when he was on his legs, to ſay a few words about his 
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ton of the command in America. He declared that it 
1 0 { been in conſequence of a total diſregard to his opinions, 
. * d to his recommendations of meritorious officers. The war 


not been left to his management; and yet when he applied 


] 
; gull 
for 


Mr. J. J. Grenville was againſt the proclamation, becauſe he Mr. J. J. 
uld deduce from it, that it pronounced the approaches of a Venville. 


Onondegon, a Chickſaw, or Cherokee ſavage, but would 


dir William Howe, after returning his thanks to Mr. Stan- S Vilkam 
for his pancgyric, could not approve of meaſures that in H 
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Lord Gzorge Lord George Germain ſaid he was ſurpriſed at fo unexpeck 
Germam an attack upon him, when he imagined that nothing bu 


omitted to ſecond with all his influence, every project, ew 


ber three inftances, when his recommendations were not il 
, mediately complied with: the firſt was when he had recol 


_ - 


his particular eſteem, the King immediately after appoli 
him one of his aides de camp. The ſecond inſtance was 


ting 500 dragoons, forming them into a battalion, and ff 
ding them over to America: this plan was not approved, "ih 
two reaſons ; firſt, becauſe in the then ſtate of the nat wil 
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for inſtructions, he frequently could not get them. The n 
ble lord at the head of the treaſury had indeed ſupported; by 
the noble ſecretary for the American department had not uM 
him well;—had often left him without inſtructions, and 1 
him to ſhift for himſelf at the opening of a campaign, wit 
out ſending information how to act. 
He expreſſed a deſire to ſee a parliamentary enquiry tak 
place, when on a clear inveſtigation of the whole bufine 
the Houſe, and the nation at large, might be enabled to fon 
a juſt opinion; and to pronounce which was to blame, hin 
ſelf or the American ſecretary ? 
He concluded with ſaying, that whatever orders are ſentt 
America for the conduct of the war, he was ſure they new 
could be executed to the ſatisfaction and advantage of thi 
country, while they go through the hands of the noble lon 
who holds the American department, 


what was relative to the motion would have been advanced 
if he had foreſeen the charge brought againſt him, he wouk 
have come prepared; but as it was, he would defend hiaſzl 

as well as his memory would permit him. He declared thi 
be had never dropped an expreſſion prejudicial to the hono 
ble gentleman's character out of the Houſe ; that he had nga 
ver done fo in the Houſe, every gentleman there could b 
_ witneſs : he had never ſuffered twenty-four hours to eli 
after the receipt of diſpatches from the honourable gentlemu 
without carrying them to the King; and that he neyer ail 


recommendation fent by the general. He could only remengprc 


mended as gallant an officer as any in the ſervice, Li 


Col. Harcourt to the rank of Colonel; the King had «va 

preſſed himſelf in as warm and flattering terms of the youlnſmru 
_ officer's merits, as any prince could do; but delayed his Mat! 
al favour for three days, becauſe a promotion of colonels haze 
| going forward, which was purpofely brought down to the 


arcourt, that he might be included in it; and as a proc tha 


of a Major White who was ſent over with a plan for diſmoior « 
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e 101] the cavalry at home was neceſſary for our own defence; ſe- 
ondly, becauſe it might create jealouſy and diſcontent in the 
rmy to ſee a battalion ſerving on foot, with higher pay than 
y other corps in the army, The third inſtance of a Capt. 
mmerie, who produced a plan that was ſeemingly ſo roman- 
ic and imprudent, that for his part he did not imagine that 
ti re General was ſerious in his recommendation: this Captain 
nckWv2s a man of no property, and yet the firſt thing that was to 
e done for him, to enable him to raiſe one or two thouſand 


f which, he was to go over to ———_ and eſtabliſh his 
nt varters in the Electorate of Hanover, One thing very cu- 
new ious there was in his plan, that his Chaſſeurs were to have 
f nong them a body of horſe, which were to be ſtallions 
rought from Poland to mend the breed at New-York ; this 


ad given way to the ſolicitation of the planner, only to get 
bi of his importunities. The General might perhaps have 
ad ſome cauſe of complaint about the promotion of officers 
ro t the War Office; but for that he was excuſeable, as it was 
zuite out of his department, 

Without regard to the leave the General had ſolicited to 
eturn home, he had laid his requeſt before the King ; and 
tad by order returned for anſwer, that it gave his Majeſty 
oncern that he ſhould think of reſigning his command; 
hat he would, however, take his requeſt into conſideration. 
The campaign had not at that time been cloſed, and the — 
had not thought proper to appoint a ſucceſſor to the Genera 
before the cloſe of it; he then ſent him leave to return home, 
en provided Sir Henry Clinton were ſtill in America to take the 
command ; but that if Sir Henry ſhould not be in America 
on the arrival of the leave (for Sir Henry had likewiſe ſolici- 
zeug ted permiſſion to return) that the honourable General was to 
wait until a ſucceſſor ſhould be appointed ; this was the plain 
u ruth; and from the flattering expreſſions of royal concern 
at his return, the world might judge whether or no the King 
had been prepoſſeſſed with any inſinuation to the prejudice of 
the General, His Lordſhip then declared upon his honout, 
that he had ever ſeconded the demands, remonſtrances, and 
plans of the honourable gentleman, and that he had gone fo 
far as to urge a compliance with them more than once, twice, 
or even three times. As to the conduct of the war, if it had 
not been as ſucceſsful as might have been wiſhed, it was not 
only doing him an injuſtice in making him the cauſe of our 
miſcarriages, but even making him of much more conſequence 
Vor. XI, CE than 


zerman Chaſſeurs, was to give him 1@00l. after the receipt. 


ppeared ſo extravagant that it was imagined that Sir William 
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than he really was, by ateributing to him the ſole manage. 
ment of the war : he was but the humble ſervant of the crown, 
if he had not the greateſt abilities to recommend him, at leaf 
he had this much to ſay as an excufe, that he had always ac. 
ted ſince he had been in office to the very beſt of his judg. 
ment. | | 

If the honourable General had not immediate inſtructiom a 
when he called for them; it was becauſe many things depen. 
ded upon unforeſeen circumſtances; and as it was impoſiib 
to ſend letters every day beyond the Atlantic, the Genen 
muſt neceflarily, in many reſpects, be left to his uwn diſeꝶ 
tion. He had not a wiſh to prevent any enquiry that mich 
reſcue the reputation of any gentleman from obhloquy; andhe 
truſted, that, if a parliamentary enquiry {hovld ever tak cc 
place, he was ſo prepared to meet it, that his hoacur and cha 
racer ſhouid come off in triumph. ea 

Returning then to the motion on the table, he appealed ty 
heaven to witneſs, that in his life he had never been mor 
furprized, than when he heard the conſtruction that hal 
been put upon the proclamation, He diſclaimed, and x- 
probated, as deteſiable, every ſpecies of war that militatd 
againſt humanity, and thoſe laws of civilization that ha 
ſmoothed the rugged face of war; bat he maintained, th 
no man could fairly deduce, from the words of the procl. 
mation, that any thing more was intended to be done that 
to treat America no longer as a child, that was to If 
reclaimed by gentle correction, but as an enemy, that 8 
to be forced into peace by dint of arms, and by fair, honeh 
open war. America, by leaguing with France, ſhould n 
longer be treated as a Britiſh country, but as &.,part of tit 
dominions belonging to the French crown; the Americath 
by their alliance, were become French, and ſhould in futui 
be treated as Frenchmen, This, and this only, was tob 
underſtood from the proclamation; wanton cruelty could c 
be patronized by the King, or by any Briton; no Britill 
miniſter would dare to ſend orders for committing wand 
barbarity to a Britiſh army; and no Britiſh army ever wol 
or ought, in any caſe, to obey them. He would not alloy 
that the burning of a warchouſe converted into a batter) 
or of houſes or towns that were become repoſitories of 
litary ſtores, or places of arms, could be called cruelſ 
Such acts had been always practiſed by every civilized 1 
tion in Europe; and every thing that could be attempt 


with a proſpect of ſucceſs that could diſtreſs an _ al 
4 ; . | 1 2 
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able him from injuring the oppoſite party, had been always 

d juſtifiable by the laws of war. He had not heard of 
addreſs to his Majeſty, expreſſive of diſpleaſure at the 

ders given to Sir George Rodney to bombard Havre-de- 

race; and ſimilar orders to ſeveral other officers, no more 

an he had heard it reprobated to fire upon a ſhip, merely 

cauſe ſome innocent perſon might periſh through it. Even 

home, d1d not the laws of England allow us to deftroy our 

Tn country all round us, to prevent the enemy to find pro- 
fon or forage ? By how much a ſtronger reaſon ought we ta 

ſtroy the country of our open, declared, and avowed ene- 

y? Upon the whole, as the proclamation breathed nothing 

conſiſtent with the general principles of war; and that no- 

ing was intended to be done which could claſh with the 

ea we had of war; he thought the addreſs improper, and f 
duld therefore oppoſe the motion. | i 
Lord Howe felt for the noble Lord being taken unprepared; Lord Howe, Ml 
was fit, he ſaid, that he ſhould have timely notice of an at- N 
ck upon him; and he ſhould be glad that an enquiry ſhould 17 
e place on himſelf, his brother, and the noble Lord, that = 

my might have a fair opportunity of vindicating their 
jaraQters, x | | 

General Burgoyne ſaid, he intended to vote for the addreſs, General 
it wiſhed to ſcreen himſelf from the imputaton of inconfiſt- Burgoyne, 
Icy; he was an enemy to every ſpecies of cruelty, to any thing 
becoming a ſoldier, If he had publiſhed any thing when at 

e head of his army, that had inſpired gentlemen with an idea 

at he intended to urge a cruel war, his meaning had not been 

operly underſtood ; for his proclamation was calculated onl 

allure the inhabitants, that deſolation ſhould be kept far 

om them, and their property be ſecured to them. He 

ould ſay this much, however, that tomohawks and ſcalp- 

g knives had been reſtrained by him, and every end, 

ery encouragement in pecuniary and other ways given the 
dians for bringing in priſoners unhurt ; that his inflexi- 

lity in that reſpect, his reſolution even in puniſhing when 

could, and not any other cauſe, as had been ſet forth in 

long French letter addrefſed to him in a news-paper, by 
Ir. St. Luc de la Corne, had cauſed the deſertion of the 
dans, He juſtified, by precedent in the laſt war, and by 

e opinion of General Count de la Lippe, the burning of 

utes, towns or villages, leſt they ſhould be filled by ene- 

ies, who might thence annoy us. He wifhed ardently for 
enquiry, and hoped the Houle would agree to the motion, 

| Q' 2 Sir. 
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that the French, driven to extremities, were forced ton 


- ferent from the laws of war. The laws of war were the law 


enable them to annoy ycu; it would be proper to _ | 
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Sir Grey Cooper ſaid, he could not ſufficiently expre 
his aſtoniſhment that gentlemen ſhould torture word 
and give them a conſtruction that could not be warranted 
the tenor of the proclamation : he recapitulated the why 
of it, and inferred from its tendency, that nothing cry 
could have been intended by the part particularly alluch 
to; the Americans were no longer to be treated as Amer 
cans—but as Frenchmen : that was all that was to be men 
He then read quotations from Puffendorff and Grotius, 
prove that burning of towns that were nurſeries of ſoldiers, 
arſenals, or magazines of military ſtores, was perfectly c 
fiſtent with the principles of civilized war. 

Mr. Burke inſtanced the letter of the Marſhal de Bellzi 
to M. de Contades, in the laſt war, which was intercepted} 
the Engliſh. It was held in ſo diſgracing a light, that ity 
publiſhed in the London Gazette, to prove to all the wor 


new the barbarities of war, and to deſolate the country ti 
they could not ſubdue ; and ſo ſtrongly did this publig 


tion work on the French court, that in a proclamation tle 


diſavowed all knowledge of it: in ſo infamous a light os ' 


the barbarities of war appear to all Europe. He thought iin 
moſt exceptionable words were, © that they had hith 
refrained from the extremes of war and the deſolation oft 
country,” It is neceſſary, in order to decide on this poi 
to look back to the conduct of the war: had not almoſt ew 
advantage been taken that the right of war among civ1lit 
nations could authoriſe ? Thus, if the war was to be chang 
if the mode we had already practiſed—if the lenity, ! 
humanity, the toleration which had been hitherto obſent 
was to be forgone, and we had forebore nothing that! 
Tights of war could authoriſe, then the plan now to beg 
ſecuted was different from lenity and toleration, and was( 


limitation, for war was conſtantly to be limited by neceſſity, 
its calamities and ravages bound in by that plea alone. Butt 
extremes of war, and the deſolation of a country, went Tb 
yond all limitations; and as no neceſſity could warrant tie 2 
no argumnet could excuſe them. To prove by an exam 
the difference between the limitations of war, and the er! 
tremes of war, he ſtated that it would be right and para me 
able, becauſe it would be neceſſary to burn any fort, g 
ſon, or town, that would give ſtrength to the enemy, . 


uſe from which the enemy fired upon you; but it would 


. dt be lawful, right, nor pardonable, to burn any town, or 
| aſe, that might, in proceſs of time, give ſtrength to the 


my, but which could not now ſhelter them. The extremes 
war and the deſolation of a country, were ſweet ſound- 
5 mutes and liquids, but their meaning was terrible; they 
ant the killing of man, woman, and child, burning their 
uſes, and ravaging their lands, annihilating humanity 
om the face of the earth, or rendering it ſo wretched that 
ath would be preferable ; and againſt whom was this dread- 
| menace pronounced ? Not againft the virulent and the 
ilty, but againſt thoſe who, conſcious of rectitude, afted 
the beſt of their ability in a good cauſe, and ſtood up to 
ht for freedom and their country. Lewis XIV. of France, 
faid, ravaged and laid waſte the Palatinate; and the 
eat Duke of Marlborough, in retaliation, ravaged Bava- 
: it was held pardonable and fair to revenge the barbari— 
on the ally, rather than on the criminal herſelf, becauſe 
ere ſhe was moſt vulnerable. Will not our enemies do the 
| e? And will not every power be intimidated from ally- 
with a nation who hath thrown away every ſhadow of 
ui inciple, and renewed the ſavage horrors of ignorant and 
civilized war? T | | * 
Lord North denied, in the moſt direct terms, that mini- Lord Nen 
rs had any intention of giving the leaft encouragement to : 
ee dan of any new ſpecies of war in America, other | 
an what was praCtited in Europe. He was much obliged 
the honourable gentleman [Sir William Howe] for his 
ourable opinion of him; bur begged leave to differ from 
| , in ſuppoſing that it was the fault of miniſters that he 
not better ſupported. He was certain they had done 
e cry thing in their power to co-operate with him; and if 
se buſineſs had failed through any neglect, which he was 
mi elined to believe it had not, he was fully convinced, that 
niſters would be found to have done all that could be rea- 
pably expected from them. ES 
The Attorney General Mr. Wedderburne] took the oppo- The "Aroma 
e ground, and faid, that the proclamation was as ſober, 9 S 
oi oſcientious, and as humane a piece of good- writing as 
c er he ſaw: he explained away the intention of the ex- 
mes of war, and aſſerted, that nothing would be done but 
nat was neceſſary to ſelf-preſervation, which he ayowed 
a 2 ſufficient plea for all the horrors of war. 1 
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Mr. Rees Mr. Nous declared, that the proclamation was penned by 


Governor 
FJabnflenc. 


He declared he was of no party. As to the Commiſſioner 


that. 


line of debate changed (the argument having been that tt 
by the miniſtry) ſince the gentleman who ſpoke laſt [Gover 


paper. 


ſuch a thought, ſhould conceive the idea of urging on thi 


the diſgrace and ruin of this country, thereby gratifying Il 
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other than a Scotch lawyer. It was the Scotch lawyers vu 
approved of the maſſacre of Glenco, and they had juſtify 
it upon the principle of neceſſity. Scotch lawyers had of ly 
come into this country, with all thoſe principles of blood n 
maſſacre about them: they had pervaded the whole ſyſtem 
government, and their influence preyailed and guided i 
every department. 

+ Governor Fohn/tone approved of the proclamation throug,. 
out, and condemned the American Congreſs in the ſtrong 
terms. He thought no mercy, no quarter, ought to be ſhem 
to them; and if the infernals could be let looſe againit then, 
he ſhould approve of the meaſure. He ſaid, the proclans 
tion certainly did mean a war of deſolation; it meant 95 
thing elſe ; it could mean nothing elſe ; and if he hy 
been on the ſpot when it was iſſued he would have ſigned i 


= &I 


ee» Od * 


he ſaid, they had it not in their power to accept of eithe 
of the alternatives propoſed by the. Congreſs. They coul 
not allow the independence of America, and they had! 
power to withdraw the army. They could indeed order; 
ceſſation of arms; but the Congreſs were not ſatisfied vi 
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Sir George Yonge ſaid, that he was ſurpriſed to ſee the whit 


manifeſto of the commiſſioners did or did not imply the mo 
bloody deſolation of America, which was totally diſowutl 


nor Johnſtone | had contended that it did mean it, and ſhoull 
and ought to mean it, and even wiſhed he had figned t 


That ſuch a declaration was aſtoniſhing, and the purpol; 
for. which it ſeemed to be advanced, was deteſtable ; thati 
was ſcarce to be accounted for; yet as there was nothi 
ſo deceitful as the human heart, which profeſſed, very ofte 
the public good, at the ſame time that it, in reality, gra- 
fied the meaneſt and moſt ſelfiſh views, fo it was poſlibls 
though it was not meant to be poſitively aſſerted, ud 
might be the caſe now. It was well known the govern 
had "diſagreed with the Congreſs; how it happened Wi 
needleſs to enquire; but if any man, capable of harbour 


country to a thirſt of blood againft America, though f 
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n pique and reſentment, under colour of the public 
ice, no arguments could be better ſuited to ſuch a pur- 
e than thoſe of the governor. That this ſeemed ſtrange 
m a commiſhoner ſent out to make peace; that it muſt be 
matter of concern to every one, to know why that peace, 
ich every one had wiſhed for laſt year, had ſlipt through 
hands. That the Congreſs had agreed to treat on two 
ditions, one of which was left to our own choice, and 
> of which left the Independence of America out, as a 
liminary, if the force was withdrawn : that it was to be 
ed, when the commiſſioners returned, all the proceedings 
uld be laid before us. 
hat the manifeſto breathed nothing but the indiſcrimi- 
e exerciſe of the extremes of war; that thoſe were 
jctimes practiſed, but e fatally to thoſe who uſed 
m. That he had ſeen the Palatinate in the year 1763 
t exen then, marks were viſible of the deſolation made 
the French in the preceding century. That they had 
n defended it on the ground of the rights of war, of co- 
ing their frontiers, and of ſelf-preſervation; yet mankind 
olted againſt the cruelty, and it was notorious that the 
od which was then ſpilt, cemented the union of that 
mbination and alliance, which in about ten years after 
ok the French monarchy to its foundations. That the 
> would be the ſame now: that beſides this retaliation _ 
uld follow; though, that out of the queſtion, it was a 
iſgrace to humanity, and to Great Britain, wantonly to 
d blood even with umnpunity, That he had for ſome time 
ught we were a people devoted to deſtruction: that it 
grew more certain, and we ſeemed reſolved to deſerve 
that the firſt capital ſymptom was, a total want of wiſ- 
2 in our rulers; the laſt and fimiſhing one was, a total 
t of humanity in the people. That we were now ar- 
d (as to both theſe) to the utmoſt pitch we could reach; 
| it was ſcarcely a prophecy to foretel that we could not, 
| ſhould not, and indeed we did not deſerve, to eſcape 
conſequences, | 

he Houſe divided. For the motion 122; againſt it 209. 


he following is a liſt of the minority on this queſtion, 
es Adair | William Baker 


lim Adam | Right Hon, Iſaac Barre 
Edward Aſtley Charles Barrow 


n Aubrey Nathaniel Bayly, 
: Lord 
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Lord Edw. Ch. Bentinck 
Richard Benyon 
Hon. W. H. Bouverie 
Charles Brett 
Frederick Bull 
Sir Charles Bunbury 
General Burgoyne 
Edmund Burke 
Lord George Cavendiſh 
Lord Frederick Cavendiſh 
Lord John Cavendiſh 
Lord Richard Cavendiſh 
Lord G. H. A. Cavendiſh 
Jervoiſe Clarke 
Sir Robert Clayton 
Sir P. J. Clerke 
Right Hon. Tho. Conolly 
Right Hon. General Conway 
. Cooper 

aurence Coxe 
Richard Hippiſley Coxe 
John Crewe 
Richard Croftes 
Sir Charles Davers 
Henry Dawkins 
gon Dunning 
Paul Fielde 
Hon. Rich. Fizpatrick 
Henry Fletcher 
Hon. = J. Fox 
T. Edwards Freeman 
Edward Gibbon 
Lord George Gordon 
Charles Goring 
Marquis of Granby 
James Grenville 
Hon. Booth Grey 
Sir William Guiſe 
Rt. Hon. W. G. Hamilton 
Sir Harbord Harbord 
David Hartley 
H. W. Hartley 
Filmer Honywood 
Richard Hopkins 
Hon. Sir William Howe 


Rt. Hon. Sir W. 


Humphry Minchin 
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George Hunt 
William Huſſey 

Hon. General Keppel 
Earl Ludlow 
Viſcount Lumley 
Hon. Temple Luttrell 
Hon. James Luttrell 
Willam Lygon 

Hon Charles Marſham 
James Martin 

Joſhua Mauger 

Sir Joſeph Mawbe 
eredith 
Sir Thomas Miller 
Richard Milles 


Criſp Molyneux 
Frederick Montagu 
Edward Morant 
Hans W. Mortimer 
W. Nedham - 

Geo. Lewis Newnham 
Richard Oliver | 
Wm. Moſtyn Owen 
Robert Palke 

John Parker 
William Plumer 
Nathaniel Polhill 
Alex, Popham 
Thomas Powys Pit 
Sir George Robinſon | 
Thomas Bates Rous 
George Rous 
Samuel Salt 

Sir George Savile 
John Sawbridge 
Robert Scott 


John Scudamore 0c 
Sir Thomas G. Skipwith 
Abel Smith 2 
Frederick Standert rm 
W. S. Stanhope po 
Hon. Tho. Stanley ce! 


Humphrey Sturt 
George Sutton 


Il 


omas Thoroton | 

dn. Wilbraham Tollemache 
ght Hon. T. Townſhend 
n Trevannion 

ment Tudway 

0. F orſter Tufnel 

| of Tyrconnel 

G, W. Van Neck 

xl Verney 

+, G. V. Vernon 


uſe, 


h regard to our land force. 


ith 


Tho 


K., AI. 


DE 4 Ten: 


Hon. R. B. Walſingham 
Jacob Wilkinſon 


Sir Cecil Wray 
Thomas Wenman Coke 


George Byng j Tellers, 
A December 5. ö 
ſo debate. Adjourned to the 7th. 
Diecember 5, 8 and . 
No debates. | 
December 10. . 


olonel Barrs moved that the laſt returns from the arm 
at Britain, the militia included, ſhould be laid before the Barre 


Mr. Tenkin/on ſaid the honourable gentleman ſurely did not Mr. un- 
that the exact ſtate of our national defence 
de known to the enemy, which muſt infallibly be the caſe 
he papers demanded were granted, 
n the laſt week, had ſo clearly perceived the impolicy of 
hitting our enemies to a circumſtantial knowledge of the 
e of our force at ſea, that it had reſcinded its own orders 
naval papers: the ſame reaſon, no doubt, would prevail 


olonel Barre ſaid it was truly curious, that the honourable Col. Barre, 
Itleman who had fo lately ſucceeded to the office of a noble 
Id, or who perhaps was only ele& to the office, ſhould al- 
ly appear fo great a proficient in the rules of that office, 
o deny every matter of uſeful information that ſhould be 
ed for from his fide of the Houſe. It was ſtill more curious, 
ta motion of ſo ſimple a nature, that could not convey any 
Imation to the enemy which they are not already in the 
poſſeſſion of, but which would tend to remove that igno- 
ce from the Houſe which he thought to be its 
ce, ſhould at this dangerous crifis be refuſed. 
e intended, he ſaid, to follow this with ſome other mo- 
8, one, to have an account of the troops ſerving in Ire- 
R 


Sit William Wake 
Hon. F. Walpole 
Hon. R. Walpole 


John Rolle Walter 
Thomas Whitmore a 


Watkin Williams 
Edward Winnington 


Sir George Yonge 


7 in Colonel 


ould be kin ſon. 


The Houſe no later 


greateſt diſ- 


land, 


end that was propoſed. He was very well informed that gre 
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land, for the ſame purpoſe as the former; a third, to hae 
account of the troops ſerving in the Weſt-Indies. The u 
ceſſity of this motion, he was ſenſible, would be apparent 
the Houſe, when they expected that, in the inſtance of U. 
minica, the Houſe, as well as the nation at large, had hex 
altogether ignorant that there were but forty-one men in i 
garriſon to manage one hundred and ſixty pieces of cannay 
and twenty mortars ; and that the governor had even writi 
home for more troops to prevent the ſtores in the garriſon fra 
being plundered and ſtolen. Seventy — pounds hal 
been expended on the fortifications of the harbour, where! 
ture had combined with art for its defence, and having plact 
it in the midſt of the French iſlands, rendered it our vice 
rent to rective ſuit and ſervice from them all as vaſſals. i 
alſo intended to move for the proper papers, to inform th 
Houſe of the periods when the regiments levied in Englav 
and Scotland by voluntary ſubſcription or gift laſt year, we 
ſeverally compleated. This, he 25 he did, becauſe he ci 
ceived there were very great partialities obſerved towards th 
noblemen and gentlemen of the northern part of this cou 
try, in the raiſing of theſe regiments ; and he wiſhed to 
informed whether the meaſure had been effectual towards tif 


partialities had been ſhewn. He knew not why that particul 
corner of the King's dominions had been preſerved and deen 
ed the moſt eligible for the purpoſe of levying regiment 
But if there was any good reaſon for preferring that parts 
the country, and which had induced government to tra 
with a degree of contempt, offers of the ſame nature frat 
perſons of the firſt conſequence, rank and fortune in this pi 
of the kingdom ; yet he wiſhed to know why it was permit 
ted to thoſ. northern noblemen and gentlemen to come in 
the ſtreets of London and Dublin, expreſlly againſt the ſpin 
of their propoſals, and pull off the breeches of Engliſhm 
and [riſhmen to fill up their Highland regiments. | 
Hon. Mr. Stanley ſaid, the inhabitants of Liverpool 1 =p 
Manchefter, had once put a confidence in adminiſtra 
which they did not delerve ; but they, as well as othe 
had at length their eyes opened. They were no longer dect 
ved. He inſtanced the partiality ſhewn to the northern cof 
in preference to the new levies raiſed in England. 

pounds levy money were given for each man enliſted for t rt 
former, and not a ſhilling for the latter; and a moſt parte; E 
lar neglect and inattention was paid to the recommendation t 
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nſequence they requeſted ; and the | refuſal was the more 
traordinary, as they made no one ſtipulation relative to pa- 
nage, but generouſly made the offer, without any previ- 
«+ condition whatever. The refuſal was, to make a moſt 
ive and indefatigable officer Lieutenant Colonel. This, 
ſaid, was a — ungrateful and ungracious requital for 
pping forward in the moment of danger and difficulty; 
the was well ſatisfied, that experience had ſufficiently in- 
Qed them in future to put no confidence whatever, in the 
ſent miniſters, whether it reſpected their public inte- 
Is or private feelings. As an additional proof of the par- 
licy ſhewn to the northern corps, he informed the Houſe, 
it though the Mancheſter and Liverpool regiments ſtood 
pheſt on the liſt, after the old corps; that is, were entitled 
precedence, having made the firſt offers, which offers were 
epted ; nevertheleſs when they came to rank, the firſt was 
t forward, and inſtead of ſtanding at No. 73, to which they 
re entitled; their rank was fixed at 79, and the precedence 
en to the northern corps before them, 


> the danger of ſtripping the kingdom of the old corps; 
| urged particularly the very alarming communication 
de by a late Ambaſlador at the court, of France, in the 
der Houſe Card Stormont] on Monday evening, relative 
the ſhameful conduct of miniſters, in concealing from Par- 
ment any knowledge of the treaty entered into between 
ance and the Congreſs delegates. 


ten interrogated whether they knew any thing of the treaty, 
ſwered, with one voice, they did not. The propriety of 
right honourable friend's motion came with additional 
igt, when it was plain, the conqueſt of America was 
aly impracticable; and that fince France and America 
re Jeagued for our deſtruction, it was our buſineſs now to 
p ſuch a force at home as would be ſufficient both to defend 
and keep France in awe ; and employ the remainder of 
army in protecting ſuch of our diſtant poſſeſſions as we 
retained in a ſtate of defence. be 

Lord North diſclaimed all partiality ; Mancheſter and Li- 
pool had offered to raiſe corps without expence to govern- 
it ; and the gentlemen in the north had demanded zl. a 


ſe he could ſee no partiality; on both ſides the public had 
de a good bargain, 1 2 regard to neglect of recom- 
; 2 


He reminded the Houſe, that the whole treaſury bench, 


mendations 


people of Liverpool, in reſpect of the only one favour of 


Mr. T.Townſhend enforced Col. Barre's argument, concern- Mr. 


T nſhend, 


levy money; the offers of both had been complicd with ;- 


ET. 
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mendations from Liverpool, they had never been diſregard 
when they could. have been attended to without break 
through eſtabliſhed rules. The corporation of Liverpodl 
ſerved the greater attention, and he entertained the high 
reſpect for the gentlemen who compoſe it; they had left | 
appointing of the field officers of their regiment to his) 
jeſty; but at the ſame time recommended a very young db 
cer to the rank of Major; the gentleman's merit was certii 
ly great; but his youth might have been deemed a bar to 
promotion ; for he had been in ſome meaſure hurried throy 
the degrees, till he had been made a Captain: he was hi 
ever made Major; and in a ſhort time afterwards the poſt 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Liverpool regiment becoming 
Cant, it was demanded for him; but as it had been deem 
improper to advance him ſo ſoon, after he had been fo fix 
a time a Major, a Lieut. Col. was taken from the half. q 
and appointed to the command. That poſt is become 2g 
vacant by the Lieutenant Colonel being appointed to the fi 
rank in another regiment; and for his part, whatever the de{ 
of the preſent Major may be, he ſhould be far from approving 
his ſucceeding to that poſt to the prejudice of ſo many vetes 
officers of a much longer ſtanding, and of tried ſervice, 
would in that event be paſſed over. As to the rank or nu 
ber of the regiment, the priority of number he preſumed 
always granted, not to the corps that is firſt began to be 
ſed, but to that which is firſt completed; and as ſome of 
Scotch corps had been compleated before that of Liverpd 
the latter was obliged to rank after them. 

With regard to the motion on the table, he inſiſted th 
there were circumſtances that might ſo eſſentially alter then 
ture of a meaſure, as to render it dangerous at one time, f 
it might be perfectly harmleſs at another, In ſuch circul 
ftances we were at preſent ; and, though a ſimilar motion 
paſſed the Houſe laſt year, he never could conſent tl 
a ſimilar motion ſhould be granted for ſeveral years ſucd 
ſively, left in the end it ſhould be deemed a matter 
courſe, from which we could not, with propriety, depart, 

As to the returns on the impreſs act, he believed the gil 
ing or wichholding them, was a matter of very little col 
quence. It anſwered ſome good ends, in reſpect of the 
lice, by taking off great numbers of vagabonds and od 
idle and diſorderly perſons ; but as to filling up the regime 
with recruits, it had almoſt entirely failed; for he underſto 
that by far the greater part who were thus compelled to { 
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4 deſerted ; ſo that although the nation had been put to a very 
nſiderable expence, little or no advantage was derived from 
except in the reſpect of the police. 


he Houſe to his motion. As for his part, he would do his duty 
ohis King, his country, and his conſtituents. It was indeſpen- 
bly neceſlary that the Houſe ſhould ceaſe to act at the nod 
f miniſtry. He. would have every member to feel for him- 
f. It was time to act like honeſt men. As to the French 
hey knew us already much better than any papers on the ta- 
e would inform them. What he wanted, was that the re- 
reſentatives of the people might know into what a plight we 
d fallen, for that above two hundred members in the Houſe, 
e was ſorry to ſay it, were totally ignorant of what all France 
new, With regard to the military, great partiality had been 
zewn in the calling out the ſame, eſpecially in raifing the 
ew corps and levies. An officer of very high deſcription, 
reat in military talents, great in every virtue, and great in 
ie confidence of the nation | the Duke of Richmond] had 
ade application to raiſe a corps, but that ſo far from accept- 
pe it, no kind of anſwer had been given. The hon. gen- 
leman, however, over the way [Col. Murray] had found 
race with adminiſtration. He had applied to raiſe a regi- 
tent, and the application bad been acceded to. He had no- 


eſerving officer, covered with wounds in the ſervice of his 


auch entitled to the receipt of ſuch a favour. The Colonel 
den remarked how much the levying the new corps and levies 
d been given to our northern friends, not forgetting to 
ention, in pretty ſevere terms, the ſhameful partialities 


Ng the new corps: that the public might be fully informed 
ow the whole of that buſineſs was managed, was his reaſon 
dr one of his intended motions, that is, for the laſt returns 
d be laid on the table, for the peruſal of the members. 


lledly. weak, ſays the noble Lord, it was proper to inform 
renemies of our national imbecility ; becauſe though France 
as not at war with us, ſhe was ſecretly making pre- 


try numerous veteran force within the kingdom, with a 
ell diſciplined, brave, and well appointed militia, amount- 
io upwards of 30,000 men, and that we are of courſe 
ual; and confeſſedly, every way ſtrong and well a 

8 7 the 


Col. Barra again called upon the attention and the juſtice of col. Barra. 


hing to ſay againſt the Colonel. He was a brave, honeſt, 


puntry---But he could not but think the noble Duke as 


ich had too much prevailed in the general conduct of rai- 


Mr. Burke, Laſt year, when we were actually and con- Mr. Burks. 


rations and intending to invade us: now that we have a, 
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Colonel 
Murray. 


and thieviſh habits of life, improved by the morality a 
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the noble Lord tells you, it would be imprudent to apprix 
your enemies of your ſtrength. This he confeſſed, was a ſe, 
cies of argument, which he employed with equal ſucceſs i 
the next ſentence. To thoſe, ſays his Lordſhip, who aſked mg. 
ney, we gave money; to thoſe who made us no ſuch demani 
we gave none; ſo that the offers and the acceptation, vu 
the ſame throughout; we gave to each, What they aſked, an 
no more. In the ſame rigid adherence to office forms, aul 
to the riged rule of right, what does the noble Lord neu 
tell you? That the towns of Mancheſter and Liverpod, 
made no previous terms or conditions, reſpecting the appoint. 
ment of rhe field officers of their reſpective regiments ; th 
noblemen and gentlemen of the northern part of the king. 
dom, were not entirely ſo neglectful of what they owed t 
themſelves and their friends, What is his Lordſhip's conclu: 
fion ? That thoſe who had ſtipulated for the appointment df 
the field officers, had the terms granted and punctiliouſſy rat 
fied, on the part of adminiſtration ; but that thoſt who 
truſting to the honour and gratitude of government, had in 
two inſtances already, and would in a third, if the noble 
Lord proved as good as his word, of which he made no doubt, 
have their requeſts uniformly denied, as abſurd, unreaſons- 
ble, and contrary to the rules of eſtabliſhed ſervice. On 
word more, and [I ſhall have done with his lordſhip and hi 
logic for the preſent. The noble Lord tells you, that it 

int of recruiting, the land-preſs act was not anſwered: 

t then, as he never fails to blame every misfortune, b 
certain portions of conſolation which he never fails to cary 
about him as ſo much ready money, his Lordſhip fays, f 
has anſwered by its ſalutary effects, and influence in regal 
to the police. His proof of this is curious and ingenious; 
and I believe of his own diſcovery, The rogues, ſturdy beg: 
gars, idle and diſorderly perſons, preſſed, have almoſt to! 
man, deſerted and returned to their former vicious, villainous 


good example of camps and recruiting parties, and priſonsa 
dungeons ; and this is the ſalutary and happy effects the prels 
ing act has had upon our police. | 5 
Colonel Murray [one of the colonels of the new levies] 
ſaid, as far as he could learn, there was no partiality : there 
was, he believed, in the Highland regiment about thing 
Iriſh and fifteen Engliſh, but that merely aroſe from a cr: 
cumftance of an officer raiſed to an higher rank, who wil 
led by his connections to recruit in that country. He faid 
as to the levy-money, it was far from being uſficient ; ; 
* | W 
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as certain, every man procured, coft conſiderably more than 
e bounty granted by Parliament; and as to the corps be- 
g incomplete, he could ſay, for his own, it at preſent con- 
ined 1010, Which was but 74 ſhort of its full comple- 
Nt, .. | | 
Mr. E. N. Hartley expreſſed his unwillingneſs to trouble Mr. H. N. 
> Houſe; but as the right hon. mover had aſked a queſtion Hartley. 
aich had not been anſwered, concerning the Sifodton of 
troops, and particularly whether more were ſtill to be 
t to America, he hoped for the indulgence of the Houſe 
a few moments. He then ſtated, that though the conduct 
France made the utmoſt exertions of Great Britain neceſ- 
y againft her, and againſt thoſe who might be joined with 
r, yet he ſhould ever conſider in a different light, an Ame- 
an and a Frenchman, and as much as lay in his power, 
parate the two parties. He lamented that the meaſures of 
niftry had made this a very difficult taſk ; but ſtill he 
duld loſe no opportunity of diſtinguiſhing between them as 
uch as poſſible; and as he had always thought the Ame- 
n war was founded in injuſtice, and proſecuted in folly, 
he could not condemn the reſiſtence of America; but as 
would be ever ready to lay down his life and fortune, to 
pport the honour of his Sovereign, and the intereſts of his 
untry, againſt their natural enemies, ſo he would be 
er the foremoſt to ſeek a reconciliation with America, He 
refore deſired to know if more regular troops were to be 
pt out to that country, which he feared would only tend 
exaſperate the minds of the Americans, and prevent their 
ing open to any reconciliation. At the ſame time it would 
prive us of that defence which might be wanted at home; 
d there, as a militia officer, he begged leave to obſerve, 
dm having been in one of the camps with ſeveral regular 
ments, that the militia corps had received great advan- 
e from ſeeing the diſcipline of the regular troops, and en- 
avouring to imitate them. That he did not doubt, if any 
caſion ſhould call for the ſervice of the militia, that they 
buld acquit themſelves like men, and do credit to the ap- 
obation that had been beſtowed upon them by his Maje- 
[; but that he hoped miniſters would not ſend thoſe regu- 
troops out of this country, who by their example in diſ- 
line, in caſe of an attack upon this country, might yet 
Ake the militia perfect in theirs, and if einployed upon ſer- 
e, might be their companions in the field, upon whom 2 
wou 
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noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and the directive ſpirit which 


the purpofe of Don Quixote ſchemes of conqueſt on the 
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would depend, and create that emulation which muſt he a 
the greateſt ſervice and glory to this country. 

Sir Philip Jennings Clarke declared himſelf partly of th 

the ſame opinion; and affirmed, that it would be madne 

in the extreme, to {ſtrip the kingdom of its old corps, fo 


other fide of the Atlantic, and thereby commit the ſafey 
and protection of the kingdom, either to the militia, or the 
new corps. The recruits, or militia, or new raiſed troop 
could only anſwer for effective and ſteady operations in th 
face of an enemy, when they were conſiderably ſuperior i 
number, or when they were mixed in certain proportion, 
or engaged in the fame actual ſervice with veterans. | 
Mr. Fox, inallufion to what had fallen from Mr. Stanly, 
ſaid, that the nation to a man, would at length, as well 
their ſteady and zealous friends, the inhabitants of Manche. 
27 and Liverpool, have their eyes opened, and be convinced 

e feared, when it would be too late, of the incapacity, ab- 
ſurdity, and obſtinacy of an unprincipled adminiftration, Ht 
did not doubt, but the nation in a body, would diſcover, nd 
the perſonal perfidy of this or that member, but the deſtruc- 


been employed, as the wicked and willing inftruments, d 
carrying into execution, | 
He then remarked upon the propoſed impartiality of tit 


Inſpired his political conduct, as firſt miniſter. Every kind 
of propoſition, and every propoſer, came equally well r. 
commended to him; he was ready to meet every man of 
his own ground ; he that came for money ſhould have it, 
that defired none, ſhould be bound to his bargain. 2 
The noble Lord ſaid, no partiality had been ſhewn. Hs 
could tell one inſtance at leaſt, which directly contradifal 
that aſſertion. A noble relation of his | Duke of Richmond] 
had offered to raiſe a regiment without a ſhilling expence i 
government; but his offer was refuſed, Not, that either: 
was treated with a filent contempt, for a ſyllable of ani 1 
was never returned, not ſo much as to acknowledge the E. 
ceipt of the letter. No, in the language of a certain morally 
paper, the Gallic Duke, the Anglo-Gallic Duke, was not! 
fit perſon to be truſted; he was not fit to be truſted i 
the way of his profeſſion, and in defence of his own pit 
perty and native country. The noble Duke was too mi 


in the intereſt of France, though common ſenſe or comm" 
probabilit)) 
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751 bability, muſt give the lie direct to every ſuch inſinuation, 


8 dependent of the well-known patriotic ſentiments of his no- 
« le relation, when it was conſidered, what a great and va- 
* able property he poſſeſſed in this kingdom, and what a 
5 ifling property he held in France. But theſe were mere 
nc tences, to cover the fixed rancour and enmity, whence 
Poceeded this ſyſtematic abuſe. That nobleman's chief 
1 ime was, that he was a whig; that bred, and continuing 
de eadfaſt in principles of whiggiſm, thoſe, to whom theſe 
. rinciples by nature and education were obnoxious, found 
im, a moſt formidable and able reſiſter of their ſchemes 
he deſpotiſm; and that he remained firm and unſhaken in 
ui retolution to oppoſe the diabolical attempts of the inſtru- 
 Wcnts employed to render the conſtitution of this country 
o better than an empty name. 


our, ſaid, whether we are to meet with another ſeſſion, 
r whether we are to fit the preſent out, I know not 


* ut this I know, that the times are ſerious—are critical--- 
8 dangerous. Upon my word they are ſerious. I wiſh to 
2 »y duty. I mean to do my duty. I'll ſay no more, 


am unequal to the taſk, There may however be ſtruggles ; 
d the vengeance of the nation may yet be wreaked on 
hoſe miniſters, who have brought it to the loweſt ebb of 
uſery and diftreſs---who have diſmembered it of thirteen 
olonies, and whe may, ere long, add to theſe calamities what 


129 


Col. Barre, with a remarkable degree of warmth and ar- Cel. Barre: 


5 tremble to think on. I have done. 
* Lord Beauchamp contended, that, if the laſt returns from Lord grow 
ue militia ſhould be laid before the Houſe, no juſt idea could cbanp. 


de formed from it, of the true ſtate of our home-de- 
ence; for, by the nature of that ſervice, ſuch members 
ere entitled to their diſcharge at the end of three years ſer- 
ce; that the corps muſt be conſiderably reduced. He in- 
lanced the Derby and Yorkſhire regiments, which at pre- 
nt, he believed, were unfit for ſervice, from the great num- 
der who had been diſcharged. This was a great defect which 
e wiſhed to ſee remedied in our militia laws; he wiſhed 
bat a proviſion might be made in a future bill, by which the 
nilitia men ſhould, in caſe of threatened danger to the ſtate, 
orfeit for a while their right to their diſcharge, The mo- 
on appeared to him of a dangerous tendency ; he would 
onſequently oppoſe it. 


Vor, XI, were 


Mr. Dempſter lamented, that no arguments could have we. » 
rocured a militia for Scotland, and that fencible men who fer. 
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Mr. Fox. 


Mr. Rigby. 


Barre. 


Colenel 
Onflow, 


Mr. Fax. 
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were to be raiſed volunteers, and whoſe number could y 
conſequently be ſoon completed, ſhould have been prefem 
to a militia, which, as it would be raiſed by force of lx 
muſt be completed in a much ſhorter time. He contend; 


that 32,cco men were not ſufficient for the defence of th 
country ; and that the original plan of 62,000 would hay 
rendered it fo ſecure that we might have bid defiance} 
every attack of our enemies. | 

| M. Tos, moved as an amendment, that the words mil 
included ſhould be left out of the motion. 

Mr. Rigoy ſaid, that it was a very extraordinary languay 
uſed by the right hon. gentleman, to ſay, that all our office 
were diſſatisſied, or, that the loſs of Dominica would be ii 
at the door of Admiral Barrington; on the contrary, he ma 
convinced, that Admiral Barrington was as gallant and all 
an officer as any 1n the ſervice, 


| Colonel = Colonel Parr: role once more, and ſaid no man on carl 


was farther from infinuating any thing to the diſadvantag 
of Admiral Barrington. He was equally perſuaded of hy 
great profeſſional merits, and his many virtues and ami 
ble qualities in private life. The Colonel was here called t 
order trom the chair, as deviating from the queſtion; 
which he ſaid, he was not ſurpriſed, for the ſpeaker woull 
be the laſt to get to dinner. 

Here the Speaker enforced order, which gave riſe to th 
cry of chair! chair! on which Colonel Barr fat down. 

Colonel On/i:w demanding to be heard on a matter of gr 
importance, inſiſted upon knowing what the hon. geaticma 
Colonel Barre | meant by ſtruggles. He had fat a great ma 
years in Parliament, and had common ſenſe, and if noe 
planation was given, he ſhould take it to ſignify rebellion 
A menace! a threat! and nothing elſe, Good heaven (con: 
tinues Mr. Onflow) to what a predicament are we reduced 
The rebellion in America has brought us into a war vid 
France, perhaps ſoon with Spain, and now nothing but u. 
bellion will do at home. I have long ſeen this coming 0% 
It will be to-morrow in all the papers. I fuppoſe---for I hart 
common ſenſe and it muſt be prevented. 

The queſtion being called for, a diviſion was demandey 
when there appeared for it 28 ; againſt it 103. 

Mr. Fox then moved to have ſuch Roman Catholics as hat 


ſabſcribed to the late teſt, exempted from paying double 
land-tax, for which, he ſaid, the faith of Parliament wa 


pledged at paſſing the ſaid act. | Lord 


oO. 
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Lord Beauchamp ſeconded the motion, not from any inti- Lord Beau« 
ation of the Roman Catholics, but from mere motives of g. 


nice, and thought the queſtion need only be ſtated, to be 
f noured with the entire approbation of the Houſe, 
be Mr. Herbert declared his readineſs to relieve the ſect from Mr. Her- 


ce x hardſhip, but thought it wrong to to throw the burthen ?““ 

the ſhoulders of ſome, to fix them on thoſe of others. 

Sir Grey Cooper wiſhed to have the motion diſmiſſed, as it sir Grey 

duld, if carried, render a re-aſleſſment neceſſary, befides, Cooper. 

it it was brought before the Houſe at a very improper time. | 

Mr. Burke was ſurpriſed to hear an objection to what was Mr. Burke, 

c if reaſonable in its nature, and fo inoffenſive in its conſe- | 

- Wcnces. We had obliged the Roman Catholics to ſubſcribe 

the teſt act, in order to remove all ſuſpicion of their diſaf- 

ction, and now that they had done it, we did not chooſe to 

lieve them, but ſeemed as if we wanted them to take ſome 

er oath. He concluded by averring that all thoſe who 

ve ſubſcribed to the above act ſhould be put upon an equa- 

my with his Majeſty's other ſubjects, and be exempted from 

ed double tax on land. 

; Lord North oppoſed this, on account of the confuſion it Lord NVortb. 

vou duld cauſe; in every place where a Roman Catholic 

land, a reaſſeſſment would be to be made out: not only 

at, but it would be doing an injuſtice to one to do 

juſtice to another. 

Mr. Fox was ſarcaſtically ſevere on the miniſter for af- Mr. Far. 

ing to open the motion by way of avoiding confuſion, 

ho had ſhewn no ſcruples in involving a whole continent 

= worſt ſtate of confuſion that ever an empire experi- 

Iced, 

[Lord Nugent, thought the pretext for refuſing the que- Lord Na- 

lon extremely frivolous, as a re- aſſeſſment in the - preſent ger. 

ſtance, would be attended with a no greater trouble, than 

re- aſſeſſment in any other, which was often known to oc- 

Ir; and Mr, Alderman Wilkes, took occaſion to inform 

rd North, that there were but four counties that the pre- 

t motion, as far as a re-aſſef[ment went, would operate in. 

he queſtion, however, was loſt- without a diviſion, though 

was generally underſtood to be the opinion of the Houle, 

at it ſhould be brought on when an opportunity of a ma- 

rer confideration ſhould have offered itſelf to the Houſe. ] 

December 11, „ 

Hon. T. Luttrell ſaid, that in the committee of the navy Hon. 7. 
mates, he mentioned, in the preſence of two great naval Tuttraſ 

S 2 5 officers, 
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ed from re-attacking the enemy; the vice admiral's acknox 


for him. 
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officers, the affair of the 25th of July ; and as a publicaii 
had appeared in a morning paper, ſince their return in 
port, ſigned with one of their names, containing a person 
defence of his own conduct, and ſupporting it by cenſuriy 
that of the commander in chief, he did on that day call i 
ſome explanation of the matter; when both the hon. gent 
men roſe in their places, and reſpectively defended their 

raters, Two circumſtances came out, however, on that q 
caſion, which formed the true ground of the queſtion þ 
was about to ſubmit to the Houle this day. One was, th 
the commander in chief ſaid, that his ſignal to engage m 
out from three o'clock in the afternoon till eight in the eie 
ing, and was not obeyed. The fact ſtated was acknowledy 
to be true by the vice admiral of the blue; but he juftite 
his not anſwering the ſignal, upon a general aſſertion oft 
impracticability, from the damage he had received. Thea 
miral's obſeryations contained an implied charge of difot 
dience ; the conſequence of which was, that he was preven 


ledgment went to the direct admiſſion of the fact, quali 
by circumſtances of diſability. So the matter reſted for ti 
time, it not being properly before the Houſe. But att 
concluſion of the debate, he pledged himſelf, that he wol 
propoſe ſome mode of bringing the affair properly undert 
conſideration of the Houſe, and frame ſome motion for tak 
the ſenſe of it upon a ſubje& which, in every view it could! 
taken, was, in his opinion, of the firſt importance. bd 
the hon. gentlemen were now again in their places. Fan 
The motion he intended to make, was chiefly four 
on the converſation which paſſed between the admiral er 
the vice admiral. It was ſaid, he underſtood that his l 
„ N! the affair the other night, was by previous Me 
cert with one of the parties, or his friends. He be ou 
leave to aſſure the Houſe, that no ſurmiſe was ever w 
founded; that what he offered at that time entirely proctt 
ed from himſelf, as did the part he was now going to talc « 
He had acquainted no perſon in that Houſe, or out off 


with his intentions; nor did he, now he was going to Ha 
mit it to the ſenſe of the Houſe, know that it would | 
ſo much as ſeconded, unleſs the vice admiral himſelf ſhow 


in order to vindicate his character, do that friendly oi 


He then moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
his Majeſty, that he will be gracioully pleaſed to gre ; 
* | 
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ail ns that a court marial may be held to enquire into the con- 
ina of vice admiral Sir Hugh Palliſer, in and relative to an 
tion off or near Uſhant, 27th July laſt, between his 
unWajeſty's fleet and the fleet of France: it appearing to this 
ouſe, that the ſaid vice admiral did not obey the ſignals 
his ſuperior commander when preparing to re-engage the 
| ps of the enemy. 
to After ſome pauſe, Sir Hugh Palliſer not riſing, Sir Je- 
n Marobey roſe, and ſeconded the motion, and urged a 
w words to ſhew its propriety and neceſſity at this danger - 
s and perplexing period. 
Sir Hugh Palliſer next roſe from his ſeat (next to Lord Sir Hugh 
North on the treaſury bench) and ſaid, that he looked upon Pf. 
mſelf moſt injuriouſly treated by the attack of ſome dark, 
ncealed aſſaſſin, in a newſpaper ; that he waited on his ad- 
eu ral, as the only perſon who could afford him that affiſtance 
wanted towards vindicating his character. That his ap- 
ven ication proving fruitleſs, he had recourſe to the ſole means 
noo his power, an appeal to the public, of wiping off the 
perſion. This he had done in an open and fair manner. Here 
e affair reſted, till the hon. gentleman, who made the 
t i reſent motion, brought the ſubject to be diſcuſſed in that 
roi due; on which occaſion, he could not help obſerving, 
at the hon. admiral, inſtead of explaining, acted, in his 
pinion, in a very unbecoming manner ; for without mak- 
g any direct accuſation of a criminal nature, he ſubſtan- 
ally charged him with difobedience, and ſeemed to lay the 
ant of ſucceſs on the 27th of July at his door; either on the 
ore of refuſing what was actually in his power to do, or a 
gere want of knowledge in his profeſſion. 
; 1 Theſe were inſinuations he had determined he would not 
e under; he was conſcious he had performed his duty; nor 
fould he from any motives of convenience, expediency, or 
wü ablic opinion, father the faults of any man. The truth 
Fas, that the admiral endeavoured to load him with the pub- 
e odium of the miſcarriage of that day, and compel him 
ſubmit to bear the blame of his own miſtakes and in- 
apacity, 
ous interrupting the hon. admiral; but ſaid, he did it out of Meredub. 
gard for the characters of the two hon. gentlemen ; appre- 
aafive that ſome inadyertent words might drop, which how- 
ver they might gratify the curioſity of the Houſe, could 
e no other effect than to make a break in that public har- 
1 mony, 
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dir William Meredith here interpoſed, and apologized for sir MH 
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ſaid, it was extremely imprudent of the vice admiral to ti 
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mony, which his country at this eritical j uncture ſo much 
quired ; and therefore, before he ſat, down, he begged to! 
claim to the indulgence of the Houſe, to riſe and interg, 
if any thing ſhould be advanced by either of the officers, lik 
to produce the conſequence fo much dreaded, 

Sir Hugh proceeded, and ſaid, finding that neither by py 
ſonal applications, nor from public motives, the admi 
could be prevailed upon to do him juſtice; and that he 
ſerted in the face of the nation, that he would never fey 
with him, he found himſelf drove to the neceflity of doit 
what was extremely irkſome and diſagreeable; that was, 
accuſing him of being the cauſe of our diſappointment on tu 
day; in which, if the Britiſh flag was not diſgraced, it gi 
ed no additional honour. He was compelled to do this, tor 
Fair the injury done to his honour, Such was the preciſe| 
tuation he ſtood in. What he had done, therefore, was d 
tated by ſelf-defence; and he did it with the utmoſt pain a 
reluctance, as there were few men living he had a high 
veneration and eſteem for than the hon. gentleman, as a frie 
and intimate acquaintance, whom he had known for may 
years, and whoſe intimacy and friendſhip he looked upon 
one af the happieſt circumftances of his life. 

[ It is proper to remark here, that: on the preceding Wed e 
day Sir Hugh Palliſer exnibited five charges at the Admiraghſyi: 
ty againſt Admiral Keppel. A copy of theſe charges, to; 
ther with notice to prepare for trial by a court martial, mi 
ſent to Admiral Keppel the ſame day. Before the Houle 
2 for the Chriſtmas holidays, the right hon. Sir Wiſh 
iam Meredith moved, that the time of exhibiting the char 
and the time of ſending notice of them to Admiral Kep 
might be laid before the Houſe, In conſequence of which tice 
following paper was laid upon the table. 

| Aamiraliy- Office, December 17, Wh ant 

The charge exhibited by Vice Admiral Sir Hugh Pl! 
againſt the hon. Admiral Auguſtus Keppel, was received it 
Jetter from the vice admiral, dated the gth December, 1770, 
about three o'clock the ſame day, (P. M.) and notice was 
ven therecf to Admiral Keppel in a letter from this off o 
half paſt ten o'clock the ſame evening..] 

Earl Nagent condemned the conduct of the vice admim ore 
and was againſt any trial whatever, and againſt the motagtgu 
He faid, ſuch a mode of proceeding, at any time, would! 
extremely wrong, much more ſo now, when every thing 0 
valuable, and important to the nation, was at ſtake. ® 


Now 


tice of an anonymous publication in the manner he did; 9 
d equally imprudent to preſs any one point leading directly 30 
an enquiry, which would call the great naval officers from 
ir duty, the defence of the kingdom, and would create fac- 
nin the fleet, and ſow diſſention among all ranks of ſea- 
n, from the admiral to the foremaſt man. As to the pro- 
tonal reputation of the two officers, in what inſtance had 
her of them ſuffered ? In the public prints: and were thoſe 
enymous imputations a ſufficient ground for an enquiry ? 
\ppole every fine woman who ſees herſelf calumniated in 
ſame manner, by one of her own ſex, who is envious of 
charms, was in like manner to demand an enquiry, where 
uld it end? The idea was too abſurd to reaſon upon it. 
te French, it was true, claimed the victory; a ſtrange ef- 
t of conqueſt ; ſtealing away under covert of the night, 
ving their whole weſtern commerce at our mercy, and hid- 
themſelves in port, behind their forts and batteries: yet 
y aſſerted in the language of gaſconade, ſo familiar to them, 
t they conquered ; but they lied. I hope I ſhall receive 
challenge for this; if I ſhould, this Houſe- muſt be an 
na man's ſecond. | „„ 


on Capt. R. Boyle Walſingham cenſured Sir Hugh's pub- Capt. K. , 
ion; was aftoniſhed,in every view the tranſaction repre- 225 — 
ted itlelf, He recollected well, that he never ſaw more 

liality, and ſeeming unanimity, in his life, than appeared 

ong all the officers on their return into Plymouth after 

affair of the 27th of July. The admirals ſeemed to 
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al and vice admiral ſay the handſomeſt things of each 
er when abſent. There was not a ſingle captain in that 
chußg ie, he believed, with whom at times he did not converſe; 
he proteſted upon his honour, he never heard the moſt 
ant inſinuation thrown out to the diſadvantage of the ad- 
al or vice admiral. He had extremely to lament that the 
u admiral took notice of the anonymous publication. He 
good reaſon to believe he knew the author, and was per- 
vas iy ſatisfied that it was a lieutenant (aboard the vice admi- 
fice Ws own ſhip.) He warmly recommended unanimity, and 
be would give his negative to the motion, - 
ond Shuldbam followed the laſt ſpeaker, in the ſame line 14 58,14. 
10 W'gument and perſuaſion, and confirmed every thing the pam. 
Captain had aſſerted, being preſent at the ſcene deſcribed; 
ſolemnly affirmed, that not the moſt diſtant inſinua- 
1 K | Re { ; OT tion 


extremely happy together. He dined almoſt every day 
VV ſome one party or other. He heard both the hon. ad- 
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tion tranſpired, to the prejudice of any or either of th 
commanders, 

Lord Nertb. Lord North ſaid, that the Houſe had not a ſingle title 
evidence to ſupport it, as a refolution of a matter of tag, 

Sir William Sir William Meredith moved, that the latter pa: t of then 

Meredith. ſolution ſhould be omitted; becauſe there was no prof 
diſobedience before the Houſe; and if there even was, 
thought it would be extremely improper to order a trial, un 
ſuch a morion of pre-judgment. 

Lord North. Lord North agreed with the righr hon. gentleman in jj 
amendment; and ſaid, he ſhould give the remaining part 
the motion a negative, in ſome ſhape or other. 

— 27. Lord John Cavendiſh was of the ſame ſentiments; exp 

| ſed his ſorrow, that at ſo critical a moment ſuch unhappy 
ſentions ſhould ariſe. He was of opinion, that it would u 
be proper to give it a direct negative, but rather to do ith 
the previous queſtion, or by moving the order of the day, 

Admiral Admiral Keppel roſe, and thanked his friends on every ſi 

appel. of the Houſe, for their perſonal partiality for him, and the 

| unwillingneſs that any enquiry ſhould be made into his co 
duct, as one of the parties concerned in the affair of d 
27th of July, But that was now over; he had been accuſe 
and publicly accuſed. Specific charges of neglect, incapat 
ty, &c, had been lodged at the Admiralty Board; and he h 
notice, in conſequence of this accuſation, from that Bon 
to prepare for a court martial. However diſagreeable ſon 
of the concomitant circumſtances might have been, hem: 
now forty years in the ſervice, and it was one of the ad 
pleaſing paſſages of his life. He did not court the enqui er 
for many obvious reaſons, ſome of which had been ments 
ed in the courſe of the debate; but now that an enquiry u 
determined upon, he ſhould meet it with coolneſs, calmne 
and inward ſatisfaction. | | 
The hon. gentleman, who was his accuſer, had, in 
ſpeech, ſtated the neceſſity of his conduct, on account of 
infinuations thrown out by him the laſt night. He appei 
to the candour and recollection of the Houſe, whether wil 
he ſaid admitted of ſo unfavourable an interpretation; ii! 


eid, he ſurely did not intend to do ſo. He ſtated a fact, Wl b: 
fo far from drawing any concluſion from it, he faic, e! 


only fault that he knew the vice admiral to he guilty of, e 
writing a letter in a morning paper, ſigned Hugh Palliſ cp 
and if he was of that rancourous diſpoſition which ſuch er 
imputation would imply, he might have inſiſted on ha 
the hon. gentleman tried for promoting mutiny — 


1778. = LL 5 & TK: 


t; for moſt certainly, whatever goes directly to charge the 
mander with neglect, &c, in this public manner, is of a 
tinous tendency, Thank God, he was not the ac- 
ſer, but the accuſed, He was called out to ſerve his coun- 
at 2 very Critical period: he had performed his duty to 

> beſt of his abilities; and whatever the iſſue may be, he 
„one conſolation, that he had acted ſtrictly to the beſt of 
vi judgment. He ſhould decline ſaying a ſyllable to the queſ- 
n, as he could not think of voting, fand ſhould quit the 
nue. [There was an almoſt general plaudit at the end of 
h ſentence. | He went away. 
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d juſt quitted the Houſe, He ſaid he had been forty-four 
ars in the ſervice himſelf, forty of which he had the honour 
being acquainted with the hon. aumiral, both as a private 
d public man, as a gentleman and a ſeaman; in the whole 
rſe of which he never knew a ſingle action of his life that 
tee not ſerve to produce fome inſtance highly deſerving the 
robation of every good and honeſt man. As to the vice 
mira], he ſaid, though he had not known him ſo long, he 
ul vays eſteemed him as a worthy man, and a brave officer; 
t, ſtanding as he did, he would prefer truth to opinion, 
would ſpeak out, he would ſpeak without prejudice, and 
an ceſs himſelf freely, and without the leaſt degree of reſerve. 
The hon. gentleman had accuſed himſelf in a news-paper, 
zned with his own name; when he ſaid he had accuſed him- 
f, he meant, that he had ſubſtantially done ſo; for, in an- 
er to an anonymous publication, he had written a letter to 
s admiral, in which he agitated a point little known, and 
werſallyß unattended to, that of not obeyirig the fignal for 
ttle, which was flying from three o'clock in the afternoon 
l eight in the evening; the conſequence of which was, 
at he acted the part of his own accuſer. He acknowledg- 
, that he did not obey the ſignal ; and, by that acknow- 
Cement, admitted a fact, that it was impoſſible for the ad- 
Iral to explain away, were he fo inclined; becauſe, it was 
at ſpecies of proof that no man could controvert. ; 

By the motion now on the table, the ſame admiſſion on 
e part of the vice admiral, was brougnt before, and into 
e recollecting of the Houſe. What then could Admiral 
eppeldo? He could not contradict the vice admiral's own 
ords; he could not take a blame upon himſelf which 
* Was no way anſwerable for; nor could he, conſiſtently 
th bis own honour, or the fervice he was engaged in, ven- 
Vol. XI. T f ture 


Admiral Pigot entered into a recapitulztion of the many Admirn 
blic and private virtues poſſeſſed by the hon. admiral, who Piget. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


ture to ſea with a perſon who had, in a public news-pag 
ſigned with his name, cenſured his conduct as comma 
in chief on the day of action. | 

On the other hand, what was the conduct of the vice: 
miral? He is preſent on the 27th of July; he is a witnek 
the pretended neglect and miſconduct of the admiral ; hex 
turns to port, and while on ſhore continues on a fout( 
friendſhip with his commander. He goes a ſecond time | 
ſea, and returns a ſecond time; and yet all this time therj 
not a word of cenſure or complaint on his part; and noy, 
the end of almoſt five months, he exhibits an accuſxi 
againſt his principal. f 

He affirmed, (for he would not ſpeak out) that the admin 
acted very raſhly and haſtily in this buſineſs, An officer 
Mr. Keppel's rank, ſervices, and profeſſional character, i 
ſerved another kind of treatment. The admiralty-ba 
ſhouid have deliberated, and have ated with a becomin 
caution, before they received the vice admiral's complain 
at leaſt, before they acted upon it, or took a ſingle offi 
ſtep in conſequence of the accuſation made againſt Mr. Ke 
pel. They ſhould have conſidered the grounds of differenc 
the circumfiances which produced them; they ſhould hi 
recollected, that the vice admiral- was perſonally diſpleak 
with his principal. He ſaid, he was extremely ſorry for 
conduct of the vice admiral, fo far as it reſpected that gr! 
tleman perſonally ; but he confeſſed he was aſtoniſhed it ti 
conduct of the admiralty-board, which could act in ſo iy 
precipitate, and ſecemingly partial a manner. 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid, the conſtitution of the board was thi 
they were, in all matters of accuſation, obliged to act mini 
ſterially; they had no judicial power; but when a complai 
was preferred, they were of courſe not only compelled, 


ſary directions to proceed to trial. Apply then the conftit 
tion of the board to the point in queſtion. The vice adml 
ral prefers an accuſation, conſiſting of five ſeparate artick 
or charges, properly drawn up, and ſpecifically points 
What then could the admiralty-bozrd do? They muſe 
ther take upon them to prejudge the truth of thoſe chargl 
or admit them to be ſuch as were fit to be ſent to the cool 
deration of a court martial. The firſt they could not, dat 
not do, being totally ignorant of the truth or fallacy of then 
the ſecond they were obliged to comply with, becauſe th 
matter admitted of no alternative. If there was any fault! 
reviving the accuſation, and acting in the fiſt — m 

: niſteris 


mw r 129 


erially upon it, by ordering a court martial, he, for one, 

s ready to take the fault upon himſelf, He ated to the 

t of his judgment, and if the ſame thing was to happen 

zin, he ſhould act preciſely in the ſame manner. 

Admiral Pigot faid, that the hand of the admiralty-board Admiral 
5 not tied up in the manner deſcribed by the noble Lord, Pd. 
auſe that would amount to a principle which would go to 

> deſtruction of all naval ſervice, and leave in fact every 

perior officer at the mercy of his inferior. He ſaid, the 

e admiral's conduct was ſuch as would fully juſtify cau- 

n and deliberation in the admiralty-board. Five months 

> vice admiral remains ſilent ; at the end of five months 
exhibits a charge of neglect, &c. againſt his.admiral, In 

s interim he ſerves under him; he goes to fea a ſecond 

e under his command, and now appears as an accuſer, 

the expreſs purpoſe of vindicating his own character. 
would not pretend to ſay, but he was pretty ſure the ad- 

falty- board could not be reſtricted in the manner deſcribed 

the noble Lord; that they were not precluded from exer- 

ng their own judgment; nor were obliged, in any in- 

nce, to give effect or exiſtence to a charge which they were 
vioutly perſuaded was frivolous or ill- founded; or had at 

iſt great right to ſuppoſe that it originated more in perſonal 
ſentment than in any juſt foundation. | 

Mr. Burke now roſe, and deſired an act of the 22d of Mr. Burke, 
"orge II. ſection 33, to be read, which provides, that all 
mplaints againſt officers in the navy ſhall be prepared with- 

three years after the fact committed, or within one year 

ter their arrival in any port of Great Britain or Ireland. 

Nis, he ſaid, altered the Jaw, as it formerly ſtood ; for pre- 

bus to this act, the admiralty-board might, to gratify reſent- 

nts or factious purpoſes, receive a complaint againſt any 
nmander, or any other officer, withcut limitation in point 

time, Here then was the cleareſt teſtimony of the previ- 

$ exiſtence of a diſcretionary power in the admiralty- 

jard, If there had been no previous diſcretion in the ad- 
Ialty-board, there could be no occaſion for confining it. 

there was a diſcretionary power then, it continued ſtil] in 

ce, in every other reſpect ; for that was the only inſtance 

the whole act in which it was limited. | 

den Lord Mulgrave ſaid the clauſe juſt read pointed to a parti- Lord Aul- 
lar grievance, and gave a remedy; but it was not by im- grave. 
ti eation or remote deductions, that the law of the 22d of his 

te Majeſty was to be explained. It was an aggregate of all 

lays which were then in being, relative to the admiralty, 

2 „ 
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the exerciſe of its official powers, and all the ſubording 
functions, exerciſed under its authority. The affair in th 
Mediterranean, under Mathews and Leſtock, had given ri 
to ſeveral new difficulties, which the ſtatute of 1749 * 
framed to correct. It had been ſtrongly urged, that ſere 
officers, who had been accuſed of high crimes, were permitty 
to eſcape with impunity; becauſe there remained a power i 
the admiralty- board, or commander in chief, to refuſe to pn 
ceed upon accuſations openly and ſpecifically made. He 
not with to make any application of what paſſed on that. 
caſion to the preient times; but, if he recollected right, th 
vice admiral | Leſtock] found himſelf in a very diſagre 
ſituation. He found nis conduct impeached ; he demand 
a court martial, but was refuſed it. In ſhort, the numero 
inconveniencies, which aroſe in the courſe of that wel 
known miſcarriage, in the Mediterranean, was the true ca 
of the ſtatute of the 22d of George II. in which it is ſp 
cially enacted (not founded in inference or vague dedudtio 
that upon an accuſation delivered by a known accuſer, th 
admiralty-board ſhall give immediate orders for a court mx 
tial, which court martial ſhall conſiſt of the ſenior flag ofic 
of the port at which the board ſhajl appoint the enquiry er 
be made, and the thirteen ſenior captains. | er 
This is the conſtitution of the admiralty-board : and und 
this conſtitution, he contended, that the board was bound tt 
act merely miniſterially, and in no other manner; the aca 
ſation being made, the board had no option; they could n 
reject; they could not qualify : they muſt act as they dn 
or not at all: if, indeed, the accuſation was looſely or ina 
curately drawn up; if it was frivolous and vexatious in i 
tendency ; if it was deſtitute of ſpecification ; then it mig 
have been the duty of the admiralty to have looked tot 
conſequence of ſuch a looſe, indefinite charge; to wie 
from its want of ſpecification or inaccuracy, no proper 
fence could be made, nor any definitive iſſue taken ; but, 
Juſtification of the board at which he was placed, he beggt 
leave to ſay, that the accuſation preferred by the vice admii no. 
contained five ſpecific defined charges, directly affirmative 
miſconduct, neglect of duty, of the admiral's not doing 
in his power to deftroy or re- attack the enemy; and there un 
the board could not diſcretionarily reject them. 
Admiral P:got ſaid, the noble Lord's deſcription of Lo. 
conſtitution of the admiralty- board, under the ſtatute, . the 
ridiculous; it was monſtrous; and would, if true, deftroiiM@at e 


all ſervice and ſubordination. By the noble Lord's rel 
in 


PE A TE 

na. he would wiſh to perſuade the Houſe of the exiſtence of 
; principle, that the commanders in chief were liable, at 
pleaſure of any inferior officer, or a lieutenant, or a mid- 
man, to be accuſed in the manner deſcribed by the noble 
rd; on which, without any previous communication what- 
r, the admiralty-board were inſtantly compelied, in the 
guage of the noble Lord, to give directions for a ſpeedy 
il, What, for inſtance, would have been the caſe of the 
nourable admiral, now abſent from his place, on his laſt 
ling from Portſmouth, when the very fate of the kingdom 
s at ſtake, and when a very few days delay might have 
ved fatal, if ſome lieutenant or midſhipman aboard his 
Et had made any one ſpecific charge, anſwering the deſcrip- 
n of the noble Lord, reſpecting his conduct on the 27th of 
ly? That he would have received notice from the board, 
it a court martial would be ſpeedily held upon him, to an- 
er the ſpecific charge or charges made; that the next in 
mand under him, at that port, was to fit as preſident on 
trial; and that the thirteen eldeſt captains were to be his 
mucrs. The principle maintained by the noble Lord went 
s length, or it amounted to nothing. If the principle of 


er, where the charge was ſpecific. What, in this pre- 
ied caſe, would be the condition of the nation? The ad- 
tal muſt be brought to immediate trial; and all the opera- 
cas at ſea ſuſpended, till another ſucceſſor was appointed. 
his, he contended, would be fuch a ſtate of things, as was 
nftrous to think on, He was certain, by what he could learn, 
ine vas never the intention of the framers of the act, nor the 
in dice of any one commiſſioner of the admiralty who acted 
nig er it, fince it was framed, to proceed in ſo prepoſterous 
extraordinary a manner. 

He turned to the conduct of the vice admiral, who, he 


anonymous publication, ſo often alluded to, and proceed- 


nour, and having his conduct enquired into; yet what has 
ve QF vice admiral done? Inftead of urging an enquiry, ſuch 


he ſeemed deſirous to preſs for from the beginning, he has 


Funk from it in his own perſon, and has endeavoured to 

de it, by accuſing his commander in chief. 

Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, the arguments and de uctions L544 F:5n 

the noble Lord Lord Mulgrave] went plainly to this, Cavendiþs. 

t every profeſſional man might accuſe his inferior or ſupe- 

r; and that the accuſation muſt be received; and if yo 
| * 


cretion was abandoned in any one inſtance, it muſt in every 


d, had affected all along to have been induced to anſwer | 


to ſubſequent ſteps, merely for the ſake of clearing up his 
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means ought to be adopted, to put that board upon a differ 


mined. It was the uſe of a grand jury to ſtand between the 


ble relation had performed his duty. 
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fic and direct, the admiralty-board muſt proceed by orderin 
an immediate trial; becauſe they acted miniſterially, and ut 
obliged to comply, without any deliberation. If the ada 
ralty- board was thus tied up, the moſt ſpeedy and effectu 


footing ; if it was not, then every thing urged by the nob 
Lord at that board was at an end. It was the ſpirit of il 
Juriſdictions in this country to deliberate before they dete 


accuſed and accuſer; and though he would not pretend 9 
give a decided opinion on the ſubject, he was led to belizy, 
that the admiralty-board were inveſted with a declared or in 
plied power, to deliberate upon the nature and circumſtana 
of the charge; and to act in the capacity of a grand jury, 
giving a legal operation to the charge, or rejecting it, as il 
tounded, vexatious, &c. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, as the noble Lord [Lord Mulgrave] hu 
ſaid, that the admiralty-board acted only miniſterially, at 
could only proceed upon ſpecific accuſations given in; atl 
as he was convinced his noble relation | Admiral Keppel 
would never ſubmit now, be his provocations ever fo gre 
to become an accuſer, he thought it would be extremely in 
proper to give the motion a direct negative; becauſe, if & 
Hugh Palliſer ſhould not bring on an enquiry into his ov 
conduct, the juſtice of the nation would be eluded : he mea 
if it ſhould appear, as he truſted it would, that his honours 


On the laſt day the vice admiral was in his place in ti 
Houſe, he ſaid, he wiſhed moſt earneſtly for an enquiry int 
his conduct, if it could be fo conſiſtently with the intereſtsd 
his country, at this very important period. Without a fings 
additional reaſon that could operate on his conduct betwe 
that day and laſt Wedneſday, inſtead of preferring the int: 
reſis of his country to perſonal feeling and juſtification, ul 
has the honourable gentleman done? He has not applied i 
an enquiry into his own conduct, the profeſſed object of 
news-paper publication, and his declarations in this Houle 
but he has, in the firſt inſtance, fled from the enquiry himſe 
by accuſing his admiral ; and has, beſides, ſacrificed what! 
deemed, and fo often repeated, to be the intereſts of his coul 
try, not to his own defence or juſtification,” but to the acc 
ſation of his principal. | 
General Conway ſaid, he looked upon it that every ofic 
board was inveſted with a diſcretionary power; he believed 
was ſo in the army, though he did not pretend to ſay poſitit 
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When he preſided at a certain board [ordnance] he al- 
ays underſtood that he had a power to reject complaints, as 
ell as receive them. | 


lejeſty, through the medium of the ſecretary at war; and 
e King gave orders to proceed, or not, as he thought fit. 


expected that he would accuſe himſelf. The honourable 
Imiral, abſent from his place, though he cenſured him, by 
denly declaring that he would never ſerve with him at the 
a me time, refuſed to make that kind of accuſation, which 
00 one could put him in a way of vindicating himſelf; he was 
erefore drove to the neceſſity of becoming an accuſer, when 
could not obtain juſtice by any other mode. If his con- 
& was criminal, why did not the honourable admiral call 
m to account in a proper manner ? If it was not criminal, 
dw could the admiral reconcile to himſelf the publicly 
jarging him with diſobedience, and accompanying that 
arge with a declaration that he would never again ſerve with 
reha: The truth was, the public were diſappointed, relative 
un the event of the engagement of the 27th of July. No 
1 of diſapprobation appeared in the conduct of the ad- 
b ral, till this circumſtance was known, when it was in- 
eu triouſly circulated, that it was the fault of the rear admiral 
du the fleet, that the French ſquadron was not re-attacked. 
his was the true ſtate of the caſe, ' And as to not making 
"0 accuſation earlier, the ſame queſtion might be aſked of 
* admiral, why did not he mention his diſapprobation 
ier? | - 


miral was a member of the board, which had given legal 
iſtence to the accuſation ; that he was called to that board 
d f rough the favour of the firſt Lord of the admiralty, who, 
was known, directed its deliberations ; and that there were 
ſtrongeſt reaſons to believe tha. | 


General Keppel ſaid, the uſage of the army was to refer the General 
hmplaint to a board of general officers, who reported to his Keppet- 


Sir Hugh Palliſer ſaid, he found that no reparation for his in- Sir Hegb 
red honour was to be obtained, but by a trial. It could not Palliſer. 


dir Joſeph Matobey ſaid, the whole had every appearance sir 7h 
a pre-concerted ſcheme to ruin the admiral ; that the vice Mawbey. - 


Lord Mulgrave called the laſt ſpeaker to order; and inſiſt- Lord Mul- 


i ©bat he ought not to be permitted to make charges, which Ee. 


caußg ounted to a criminal accuſation, if true, without ſupport- 
d ſuch accuſation with proofs ; beſides, the whole matter 
s foreign to the debate. | | 


o had been interrupted was not diſorderly ; that what he 
| | Was 


Mr. Burke to order ſaid, that the honourable gentleman Mr. 


Sir Richard 
Sut ton. 


1 


Sir Joſep 
3 


Sir Hugb 
Palliſer. 


Hon. T. 
Luttrell. 


bad ſerved in America, and, during his abſence, was mak 
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was ſubmitting to the Houfe, was. perfectly relative to th 
ſubject under conſideration. It went no further than pr 
ſumption, and of courſe called for no proofs : ſuſpicion y 
a good ground of preſumption, and preſumption was at {| 
times, in that Houſe, maintainable in argument, 

Sir Richard Sutton ſaid, he would mention a fact, whig 
was, that an honourable friend of his [Admiral Graves] wh 


the ſubject of news- paper malevolence, in order to vindicat 
his character, applied to the admiralty-board for a court mx 
tial, but was refuſed, upon this ground, that they could n 
bring him to trial without a previous accuſation, and that th 
King was perfectly pleaſed with his ſervices. This faR, h 
ſaid, proved two things: firſt, that the vice admiral could no 
bring on an enquiry into his own conduct; and ſecond 
_ the powers of the admiralty-board were merely mini 
erial, | 
Sir Foſeph Matubey ſaid, he had a right to argue upon fy 
picion and preſumption ; and looking upon himſelf perfed 
juſtified, by the reaſons aſſigned by his honourable fri 
[Mr, Burke] pointed thoſe ſuſpicions directly at the firſt Li 
of the admiraity, and preſſed, without reſerve, that ſpecies 
preſumptive proof, which his ſuſpicions ſupplied him mit 
The noble Lord [Sandwich] was the mouth of that board 
that the inferior commiſſioners were no better than cypher 
and that, conſequently, every act, whether deliberative, Mu 
niſterial, or otherwiſe, was ſolely the act of the noble L 
howſoever diſguiſed; that the preſent accuſation has er 
appearance of a pre-concerted plan to ruin the admiral; a 
that he hoped and truſted, that ſo black, malignant, and tr: 
cherous a ſtep, to ſtrip one of the brighteſt naval charadt fin 
this country could ever boaſt of, which he hoped would ne 
with the honeſt indignation it merited, and finally lead to 
full detection of the authors of ſo infamous a project. 
Sir Hugh Palliſer affirmed, upon his honour, that be | 
no previous concert with the noble Lord alluded to, nor W 
any individual at the admiralty-board ; that what he had dd 
was purely in vindication of his own honour and charct 
that ſuch being the object he had all along in contem piati Gi 
he never communicated a ſyllable of his intentions to Reel 
man; and, be the event what it might, he could with til 
repeat, that he acted throughout upon his own judgm# 
without either conſultation or advice. 
Hon. T. Luttrell ſaid, that he ſhould ever look up® 
fact aſſerted by any honourable member in his place fla ed t 


uſe, as entitled to full credit, if not contradicted upon 
gal authority, and by the party concerned; but when the 
> tated concerned a perſon preſent, and that the fact was 
nowledged by that party, he could not heſitate an inſtant 
ive it full credit, in the manner, and to the full extent, it 
| been aſſerted and acknowledged. 

he fact ſtated by the honourable admiral, now abſent, in 
ormer debate, was, that the vice admiral did not obey the 
al; which was confirmed by the vice admiral himſelf, 
ni, acknowledged the flag was flying for five hours, but that 
condition of his diviſion did not permit him to obey it. 
is was ſuch a ſpecies of proof, as exceeded any other mode, 
rever-formal or ſolemn ; and he would prefer it to any cir- 
tous medium of proof whatever ; becauſe it was of the 
| authority, being delivered in the face of the nation, in 
t Houle, | 
Theſe were the grounds on which the latter part of his 
tion was founded; but as an honourable gentleman [Mr. 
x]and a noble Lord [Lord John Cavendiſh ] and others, 
| not approve of any motion which ſeemed to bear the ap- 
ance of pre-judgment, he very readily conſented to the 
endment, Beſides, he thought that the vice admiral, 
ying no other objection to the motion, would gladly cloſe 
th the preceding part; becauſe, from every thing he ſaid 
preceding day this buſineſs was agitated, he profeſſed an 
quiry into his conduct on the 27th of July to be the deareſt 
| warmeſt wiſh of his heart. The only qualification mix- 
with this earneſt deſire of the vice admiral was, that he 
red it might prove of national injury, and impede the pub- 
ervice; yet, in a few days after, the vice admiral, by ac- 
ling his principal, not by calling for an enquiry into his 
n conduct, cauſes thoſe very miſchiefs and inconvenien- 
s, he affirmed he was ſolely deſirous to prevent. Such, 
en, being the true ſtate of the caſe, however eager ſome 
emen might be to get rid of the queſtion, by the order 
the day, &c. he hoped, in vindication of his own honour 
a profeſſional man, and his conſiſtency of conduct as a 
nder of that Houſe, that the vice admiral, recollecting all 
circumſtances, would do every thing in his power to bring 
bſelf under the effect of the amended motion. The only 


tppel's trial put an end to every argument which could be 
led on that ground, The ſenior flag officer, and the thir- 
i ſenior captains at the port where the court martial was 
ei to be held, muſt attend * trial, and decide on the con- 


ection of inconveniency, &c. no longer exiſted, Mr. 


du 
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duct of Mr. Keppel, which circumftances would gi 
opportunity to the vice admiral, at the ſame time, to vin 
cate his character. The ſame trial would do for both; f 
inconveniencies, be they what they may, would be cond 
dated into one tranſaction ; and the juſtice of the nation 
fatisfied ; which, he affirmed, after what had paſſed, © 
never be effected, unleſs the vice admiral was brought u 
court martial. 
= The conduct of the vice admiral, ſhould he refuſe to d 

| with this propoſition, would ſeem to be copied from whaty 
peared in a pamphlet towards the concluſion of the late wat, 
apps upon, at that time, 2s the production of an able lam 


ſuppoſed to mean Mr. Wedderburne] in which it was 

ſerved, that if the noble Lord, who commanded the Brit 

cavalry at Minden, inflead of demanding and inſiſting uy 

an enquiry into his own conduct, on the day of battle, hade 

cuſed the commander in chief, the Prince of Brunſwick, t 

| diſgrace and diſhonour, which was the eonſequence of th 

| trial, would have fallen on the Prince, and not upon i 
noble Lord, 

Lord Nerthb. Lord North Taid, when he ſat at the admiralty-board, he 

ways underſtood the powers of that board were merely nit 


| terial. a 

Mr. mehere Mr. IYelbore Ellis ſaid the ſame. | 2 

3 | Mr. Penton faid the ſame. 80 
r. Penton, 


Vir. er. Mr. Fox ſaid, he alſo had ſat at the admiralty- board for E 
time, and the received opinion of the admiralty- board att 
time was, that they had a right to act diſcretionally, and, 
often as occaſion occurred, they always had done ſo, to 
ceive in ſome inſtances, and reject in others. ä 

Sir William Sir William Meredith condemned the conduct of Sir Huy 
nr iſer, and expreſſed his earneſt deſire, that Parliament wal 
openly and deciſively interfere, to prevent any enquity. 
As to the queſtion under diſcuſſion, he remembered a H 
ticular tranſaction which happened while he ſat at the adi 
ralty-board, which was perfectly applicable to it. Ac 
plaint was made againſt a Captain Clements, by an offt 

aboard his own ſhip, of embezzling ſtores, &c, The voy "0 

did not directly determine how to ack. The complaint fe Br 

ed to proceed from malice. At length, though Sir Che 

Saunders went away, and Mr. Keppel ſeemed doubtful u 

to act, he diſmiſſed the complaint; the conſequence of wil 

was, that the firſt Lord, ſlate Lord Egmont returned | 
particular thanks to him and his deceaſed friend, on the Pf 
priety of their conduct. RE 
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ſent to the amendment motion, entered into an inveſtiga- 
on of the propriety of the conduct of the admiralty-board, 
hich, he affirmed, was the true ſubſtantial queſtion before 
ion e Houſe. But previous to his argument, he ſaid, he muſt 
a few words of the hon. admiral now abſent, He empha- 
tu ally aſked, was this the return he met with, after forty years 
nba and laborious ſervice, and after being in ten capital 

gagements, or important conflicts, in every one of which he 
ad, either as poſſeſſed of the ſole command, or acting in a 
bordinate character, acquitted himſelf with the higheſt ho- 
ur and reputation? Was it an adequate return for a perſon 
25 oF his rank and conſequence, ſtanding forth as the favourite, 
zu lecdded champion of his country, in the moment of danger 
- ind difficulty? He deſired no return, but that which he had 
ready earned, and was ſure of receiving without diminution; 
return which it was not in the power of the admiralty to 
eſtow, or with-hold—an inward conſgjouſneſs of having per- 
n formed his duty; of having ſtepped forward to ſhield his 
ountry from the ruin meditated by an inſolent and ambi- 
ous foe ; followed by the united thanks of his fellow-ſub- 
Qs, the gratitude and eſteem of every good man of every 
arty, Theſe were the motives which called Mr. Keppel 
hut into actual ſervice; theſe were the rewards (and nobler 
nd greater could not be) which he might count upon re- 
iwing. | | 
He then entered into a ſhort view of the action of the 27th 
f July. The enemy were driven into their lurking bole, 
here they remained in privacy and diſhonqur, while the Bri- 
in flag was borne triumphant within ſight of their coaſts. 
e confirmed his aſſertions, by commenting on the account 
ff the engagements that appeared in the French Gazette, 
yhich he proved to conſiſt of an heap of contradictions, ab- 
urdities, &c. and the whole taken together, as public infor- 
mation by authority, compoſing the verieſt gaſconade that 
ver diſgraced the annals of any country ;---ſuch as running 
away under cover of the night, and pretending, that in the 
morning they found themſelves accidentally at the mouth of 
Breſt harbour; and their abandoning the whole of their com- 
Merce, in the moſt critical ſeaſon of the year, to fall a prey to 
Our privateers and letters of marque. | 

He begged leave to remind the Houſe, that the noble Lord 
[Mulgrave] who maintained, that the admiralty-board could 
only act miniſterially, bad indeed, in fact, (though he preſum- 
ed not intentionally) given up the argument. The noble 
= | W-4 Lord's 


Mr. Burke, after declaring his intention of giving his Mr. 2 
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is this diſcretionary power limited? The noble Lord has ſai 


quired into by a court - martial; or the admiralty- board ha 


ably by the noble Lord, which the ſtatute, he ſaid, was put- 


Ul 
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Lord's principal defence conſiſted. in aſſerting, that wal er 
charges were ſpecifically made, and were of ſufficient in 

portance ; the board was compelled to act upon them, x 
to flue an order for immediate trial; but, adds the nolf 
Lord, if they ſeem frivolous, or the accuſation is not of ſuf 
ficient importance; the board may, and will reject. I: e 
this at once ſubſtituting diſcretion, for acting merely az a 
inſtrument created by law? If the board can deliberate, e. 
amine, and decide upon the nature of a complaint, by wh 


that no ſuch power is permitted, or created by the ſtatute, |f 
not, then it muſt have reſided in the board all along, and the 
board was not diveſted of it by the ſtatute. Should the noble x 
Lord deny the latter, then his exception comes at once to 50 

thing, The board is not competent, in any inſtance, . 
judge; or, if competent, the board, in every ſuch act, exe. 
ciſes a diſcretionary power; the concluſion is clear eithe 
way. Every abſurdity, villainy, and evil, which malice, tag, 
or folly, can ſuggeſt, is a proper ſubje& to be ſent to be es. 


the right contended for; that of judging of the magnitude, 
extent, and probability of the charge; the circumſtance 
which brought it into exiſtence, and every other matter cos. 
nected with it; which may enable them be the means of pro 
moting general and particular juſtice, dc 

He finally proceeded to conſider the nature of the incomps 
tency contended for by the noble Lord. cu 

This, he obſerved, muſt be either natural or artificial 
that is, it meant that the admiralty- board never had the dec 
cretional power inſiſted upon; or, having it, that poweBWſn: 
was taken away by the ſtatute. | 

T hat it had no natural incompetency would, he preſume, 
be hardly aſſerted ſeriouſly in debate. The clauſe read by 
the clerk at the table proved it; and the very evils ſtated fi 


poſely framed to prevent, was the fulleſt evidence that thi 
diſcretion exiſted previous to the act of the 22d of the late King. 

If then the admiralty- board was not naturally incompetenh 
it followed of courſe, that its preſent ſuppoſed incompetenc 
muſt have been cauſed by ſome ſubſequent a& ; which coul 
be no other than that of the 22d of Game II. fo often al 
luded to. * „ 

Here then the iſſue lay between him and the noble Lord 
It was brought upon its true ground, and was narrowed 0 
the ſingle queſtion; has the ſtatute taken away the previou 

+ | diſcretionil 
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cretionary power exiſting in the admiralty- board in every | 

dance He contended it did not, nor reſtrained it in a ſingle 

dance but the one mentioned. The powers of the board 

zined the ſame after as before the paſſing of that act; if 

did not, in his opinion ſuch was the raſhneſs and haſti- 

$of thoſe who now preſide at that board, reſpecting their 

duct to the hon. admiral, that it was highly incumbent to 

e Parliament, and the nation, the moſt full and ſatisfactory 

fs, that they could not have acted otherwiſe than they 

| without a breach of duty; for if this was not complied 

h, every evil and misfortune ſuch a precipitate conduct 

would call it no worſe) might be productive of, would be 

| at their door. : | | 

Mr. Attorney General allowed the force of the laſt gentle- Mr. Aro. 

n's arguments as to the natural competency of the admi- ny Generate 

erty; but met his ſecond and third queſtions upon the ground 

t the ſtatute had altered the Jaw, | 

„n reply to the military officers who ſpoke in the debate, 

obſerved, that the naval and military eſtabliſhments varied 

t eſſentially in their conſtitution ; that the King was the 

e and dernier judge in military affairs, of what was and was 

ee ft to be ſent to a court martial for enquiry ; whereas his 

on-WWajeſty had nothing at all to do with the almialey—dogd 3 

10-8 could neither, in his own perſon, promote or arreſt any 

ceeding upon an accuſation, There were two modes in 

pech the admiralty-board could act; one was under the 

cumſtances of the matter in diſcuſſion, upon receiving an 

uſation, which he affirmed they were bound minifterially 

comply with; the other, they were veſted with a diſcre- 

wel nary power, they might upon good apparent grounds, accuſe __ 
m their own knowledge, or ſtrong ſuſpicions ; and, as in 

other caſe, put the party accuſed on his trial. 

Buch had been urged to prove that the reſtrictve obligation 

| (O88 the admiralty-board to act miniſterially, without any 

u iberation or interpoſitional diſcretion, was contrary to the 

ding principle of the whole ſyſtem of criminal juriſpru- 

Ice in this country, and the operative power of the conſti- 

ent on, from which it originated; that our courts, in every 

ance, had placed ſome ſpecies or other of deliberate power, 

deen the accuſed and accuſer, analogous to a grand jury. 

us, he inſiſted, was no fixed principle of either our 

nſtitution or our laws. There were many inſtances in 

ord, ed a grand jury could not interpoſe, and where it would 

tally unneceſſary and improper that they ſhould ; but 

ouWicther in the preſent inſtance, the admiralty-board ought 

| | to 
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to have a power to deliberate and determine upon their 
diſcretion, was not the queſtion ; but whether they were x 
' tually inveſted with it? He was free to maintain and prop 
that they were not; conſequently every argument raiſedy 
on the preſumed ability that they could, inſtantly fell tot 
ground, and vaniſhed into air, | 
It had been much inſiſted upon by the hon, gentleny 

[ Admiral Pigot] and by ſeveral other gentlemen who ſp 
ater, that if the board could only act miniſterially, that en 
officer, be his rank, or ſervices, or reputation ever ſo hi 
would be liable to be accuſed, and publicly impeachej 
the face of his country by the very unpleaſant ordeal d 
court martial. This argument had little more weight ti 
the laſt for the purpoſe, in which it was uſed ; it clearlyy 
ported no more in point of concluſion than merely this; 
to avoid the miſchiefs which ſuch a reſtrictive power m 
permit, more liberal and extenſive powers ought to be vek 
in the admiralty-board. But, as a general principle aft 
ing individuals only, he did nat ſee that the gentlemen oft 
navy ſtood ſingle in this inſtance. Every profeſſional mi 
nay every man, be his character ever ſo highly reſped 
or his innocence ever ſo evident, was liable not only to ſul 
under aſperſion, but to be brought to trial for the com 
ſion of a crime that never entered into his contemplation, : 
which his ſoul abhorred; and that too without any po 
interpoſing between the accuſed and the accuſer. Such: 
one of the inevitable concomitants of living in ſociety; 1 
fuch was the happy diſtinction that prevailed in this count 
that although every man was liable to be accuſed, no in 
rent man was liable to be puniſhed. 

Mr. Dunning cloſed the debate, He ſaid, he did not mt 
to riſe at ſo late an hour, had not ſome law poſitions, oft 
moſt extraordinary texture and tendency he ever heard, wit 
or without the walls of that Houſe, fallen from a learneda 
Hon. gentleman who had juſt ſat down, Were it nd 
his rank in his profeſſion, he ſhould have remained 
but as that circumſtance might have a tendency to im 
and miſlead ſome one auditor or other, he though it his i 
to pay a little attention to the argument of his learned fried 

It would, he believed, be ſufficient only to ſtate tie 

gument, in order to ſnew the groſs abſurdity with whid 
was fraught. | 
The learned gentleman ſet out with deſcribing the n 
ralty-board, as a piece of mere official mechaniſm, wil 
aoy one power or function but what was imparted to 


: 


ſtatute. The learned gentleman, taking this for granted, 
lows it with another aſſertion, which we are inſtructed to 
e credit to upon the ſame authority. He tells you, that the 
miralty- board is thus mechanized by an act of Parliament. 
{mire the ingenuity of the learned gentleman. He has 
de one aſſertion without proof, and expects that you ſhould 
lieve his ſecond aſſertion upon the modeſt claim, that the 
was incontrovertibly eſtabliſhed. | | 
Aſter dwelling ſome time on the ſtruQure of the learned 
tleman's logic, he next proceeded to examine the ſeveral 
sof what he called this curious piece of mechaniſm ; and 
degree of impulſive motion ſuppoſed to be communicated 
it by the act of Parliament. 
The accuſation is delivered to the board; the board may 
may not examine the charge ; for if they do, according 
me learned gentleman's argument, it can be to no man- 
vel: of purpoſe, farther than that of gratifying an idle, or be- 
p puniſhed in their feelings by a painful curioſity. But ex- 
ine or not, be the accuſation ever ſo abſurd, malicious, or 
probable, the party accuſed muſt have immediate notice 
ea trial. If I have puſhed the argument further than it was 
ted, I deſire to be corrected. Now, I would aſk the learn- 
mu gentleman, or the noble Lord who has fo often riſen in 
is debate, whether the board, thus mechanically reſtricted, 
rein fact any power at all? Might not any accuſation be 
well delivered to an inferior clerk, or the office-keeper, as 
the board? The effect would be equally the ſame in one 
orient as the other, and the numerous evils ariſing from ſuch 
unlimited licence to accuſe, and ſuch an uniform miniſte- 
Il acquieſcence to the pretended obligation to bring every 
h accuſation into actual exiſtence, as the firſt miniſterial 
pto immediate trial, be paſt remedy or correction, if the 
euſation was lodged with the fire-lighter, as with the firſt 
mmiſfioners, After ſaying that the board had always a deli- 
not rative and diſcretional power to receive or reject, and that the 
of the 22d of George II. neither diveſted, curtailed, or al- 
ſed that power; he proceeded to controvert the principles of 
maintained by his learned antagoniſt. 
The firſt, he ſaid, was the poſition, that there were in- 
nces in our laws, in which no interpoſitional power ſtood 
tyeen the accuſed and the accuſer, He defied the learned 
ntleman to ſupport it by a ſingle caſe, or example. If in all 
ances a grand jury was not reſorted to, there was a diſ- 
wih tional power provided to anſwer the ſame end. Such was 
VF caſt in all criminal proſecutions by way of information, 
de court of King's Bench, in extraordinary caſes for 
| the. 
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the ſpeedy furtherance of juſtice. There the party accyfy 
was to come into court ſubſtantially on the ſame terms u 
he would come before a grand jury. He or his couni 
muſt ſtate the grounds of his application for juſtice, he nu 
give his reaſons, and, before any ſtep is taken to admit h 
an accuſer, notice by rule might be ſerved upon the oppoaſy 
party : after which the parties are heard face to face upon th 
merits; and the judges, after full deliberation in open cou 
either grant the application made by the accuſer, or, by 
fuſing it, ſend him back to the ordinary remedy of procuti 
juſtice, in the courts of criminal juriſdiction. ; 
As to the other extraordinary argument, that every my 
profeſſional or not profeſſional, however innocent or reſpeh 
able, was liable to be put upon his trial, on the accuſationy 
the moſt worthleſs or profligate of his ſpecies ; this, | 
contended, was equally erroneous and fallacious ; for he knn 
of no one ſingle inſtance, from the higheſt to the loweſt 
minal act, with which a man was charged, that ſome pow 
did not interpoſe between him and his accuſer, What | 
had now mentioned, was already a full and ſufficiey 
anſwer ; he would, however, repeat it; that- no man, cou 
be put upon his trial, till a bill was found againſt him hy| 
grand jury, or until the accuſation brought againſt him 
deliberated upon, either in Parliament, or the court of Kia 
Bench; and the probable truth of the charge fully provegi 
the ſatisfaction of thoſe to whom the conſtitution had d 
gated this diſcretionary power. ; 
He ſaid, he was really aſhamed to treſpaſs on the Hou 
upon a matter fo plain in itſelf; and he was aſtoniſhed to lh; 
ſuch abſurdity obtruded upon the diſcernment and good fel 
of an Houſe of Parliament; nothing but the groſs textur 
the impoſition attempted to be put upon it, could havel 
duced him to riſe; becauſe the queſtion was not that prop 
ly before the Houſe ; but if no proper or further notice ſlo 
be taken, or explanation given, he meant to make this ma 
ſtrous doctrine the ſeparate ſubject of ſome. future day; 
ledged himſelf to prove that the admiralty-board had 
onal power he now contended for, and which, in! 
courſe of the debate, had been ſo ably urged by ſeveral gent 


- 


men on that fide of the Houſe. _ 
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Bir Milian Sir William Meredith's amendment was agreed to, i 
Muredinbe which the order of the day was moved; and the Houſe adjou 
ed to the 14th, rein 308 unh 1.401 
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N December 14. 


a Ar. Fenkinſon opened the army eſtimates for 1770. He Mr. Yen- 


ed chat the army ſhould be augmented with 14, oco men. 4er. 


ung enumerated the whole force thus: 30,000 for guards and 

ions; 39, ooo militia and fencible men; 44,000 Britifh 
America, Gibraltar, &c. 4000 artillery; 8, ooo troops, 
h eſtabliſhment, ſerving in America; 24,000 foreign 
ps, ſerving in America and the fortreſſes in the Mediter- 
Wean; and 14,000, additional companies; if to theſe were 
fied 58,000 ſeamen and marines; 42,000 Europeans and 
alar troops ſerving in India; 6,090 provincials, and 10,6000 
the Iriſh eſtabliſhment ; the whole force, in Britiſh-pay, 
zuld be found to amount to the almoſt incredible number 
300,000 fighting men; a military power conſiderably 
ater than had ever been kept up in modern times, except 
the moſt flouriſhing period of the reign of Louis XIV. 
The mode of augmenting would, he truſted, be equally 
dy and cxconomic, it would cauſe no new eftabliſhment, 
bring after it the burthen of half- pay; for the augmenta- 
n Wis to conſiſt entirely of private men, who, in the pro- 
tion of two full companies, were to be diſtributed among 
battalion and detached companies, in equal proportions, 
2s to complete each regiment or battalion to 940 men. 
This mode was to take place immediately in all the regi- 
nts in the ſervice, excepting thoſe under the convention of 
ntogaz and in them too, when ſome fortunate event ſhould 
them at liberty. He had not the leaſt doubt but he ſhould 
able to raiſe as many men as would be ſufficient to make 
the eſtabliſhment for the enſuing year, as the recruiting ' 
vice had been attended with amazing ſucceſs, more men 
ing been enliſted laſt year than during any of the three for- 
years; for in eleven months only, ſince laſt October, there 
| been raiſed, including the new corps, between twenty- 
d and twenty-three thouſand men. 


ting the regiments that compoſe it out of the prepeſed re- 
lation: upwards of 30 officers belonging to that corps, were 
tn in town, and having been ſome exchanged, ſome releaſed 
ver the treary, they were in a capacity of ſerving their coun- 
if adminiſtration did not tie their hands by ſhutting them 
from the common lot of the reſt of their brother officers, 
he ſoldiers at Boſton deſerved the moſt grateful treatment 
m their country; for however criminal their general might 
e deen, they had done every thing that could be performed 
Vol. XI. > by 


eneral Burgoyne could not repreſs the indignation and con- Gen. Bur- 
n he felt at the ſlight thrown on his army at Boſton, by ex. 9e. 
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by men; they had fought more than once, and were redug 
to the {ad taſk of ſurrendering, only when they were op 
ed by an army fix times more numerous and ſtrong; fx 
the time that it was reported in England, that he bad 11y 
regulars under his command, he had not half that numbe 
and at the time that he capitulated, he was at the heal 
only 3500 effective men, and was attacked by an army 
1700 ung n | 
He aſſented to the augmentation, becauſe we ſhould war 
the men we could raiſe; but he would not conſent that x 
ſhould be ſent to America to continue the war, which | 
declared that, taught and corrected by experience, he 
Jieved could never be terminated with ſucceſs on our þ 
He ſhould be happy to hear that Sir Henry Clinton ws 
continue in the command of the army; but as it was rea 
ed that he was returning home, for not having been prope 
reinforced, it was proper to know before we voted an an 
for America, who was the perſon to command it; and 
:who was the miniſter who was to have the direction off 
war; for under the preſent American ſecretary, no ſuct 
was to be expected. He then mentioned the private | 
which Lord George Germain had laid before the Houſe, 
which, it was ſaid, had ſlipt into the bag without the kno 
ledge of his Lordſhip; and wiſhed ſincerely that the wh 
of his private correſpondence was laid before the Houſe, t 
a fair enquiry might take place into his conduct, and that 
| _ noble Lord, during the campaign of the northern ei 
dition. e | | 
Mr. In. Mr. Fenkinſen declared that he had not the leaft intent 
8 throwing a ſlight on the army at Boſton ; his only mol 
| for leaving the regiments that compoſe it out of the ny 
lation propoſed, until they ſhall have been releaſed, wa! 
the public money which ſhould come to their ſhare fort 
ing recruits,” ſhouid not be raiſed at that time, when it 
remain uſeleſs in the hands of the paymaſter. general, as 6 
cruits could be ſent to them in their preſent ſituation. 
Lord Cage Lord George Germain ſaid, he was ſorry that the hon. 
| Germain. tleman's conſtant digreſſion from the buſineſs beſom 
Houſe, to his own perſonal concerns, made it necellaf 
him to trouble the committee upon a ſubject foreign i 
queſtion on the table. When the papers relative t0 
northern expedition had been laid upon the table, he real 
not know that the letter called by the hon. general {| 
. wate letter, had been among them; and yet he would 
that if he had known, be probably would not have ® 
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Je, as he deemed it an inſtrument more of a public than 
private nature; and if the Houſe ſhould think proper to 
ye the whole of the correſpondence brought before them, 
would not have the leaſt objection to the meaſure, With 
dard to the perſon who was to have the command of the 
my in America, he knew of no other than Sir Henry Clin- 
; nor had that officer deſired to be re- called in diſguſt, for 
nt of reinforcement; on the contrary, in his laſt letter, 
which he aſked leave to return, he ſaid his aid de. camp 
duld explain his motive for it, which was, that he wiſhed 
fate his ideas of the future conduct of the war in perſon; 
I that if leave ſhould be granted him to come to England, 
would be ready to return to his army in a week after he 
ld have conferred with adminiſtration, With regard to 
continuance in office, the very momertt he could learn 
it the Houſe wiſhed to ſee him retire, he would lay down 
employments with pleaſure ; and if the hon. general could 
d a pleaſure in ſeeing him reſign, he ſhould certainly have 
pleaſure, if the army now in America, ſhould be order- 
to abandon it. As to reinforcements which gentlemen 
rehended were to de ſent to America, he knew of none; 
ne were ordered for that ſervice, except the recruits, which 
to fill up the vacancies of the regiments. 3 


ſe the men; for the country had been already ſo drain- 
that it would, in his opinion, be a very difficult matter 
raiſe the additional 14000. 
jeved there was a fatality in the American war which cor- 
ponded with that of Xerxes againſt Greece. Lord North 
compared to the miniſter of that Prince, who vindicating 
elf, might have ſaid, I promiſed to build a bridge over 
Helleſpont; I built it: I promiſed to ſail through Mount 


th all necefſaries; I performed my promiſe: and yet the 
ole army of near two millions of men mouldered away, 
tha was ſtripped of its inbabitants, and its reſources ex- 

ted; and * notwithſtanding maintained its inde- 
dence, The army in America was a weight on the nation 
t could do nothing there for the public good, where the 
pple were ſo firm in ſupport of the new government; but 


inſt ſome part of the dominions of France, we ſhould reap 
portant adyantages from —__ operation, even towards the 


0s; 1 failed gravy? it: 1 promiſed to ſupply your army 


e troops were withdrawn, and ſent upon an expedition 


2 reduction 


ord Adam Gordon approved of the plan for completing the Lord Alan 
iments; but wiſhed to learn how miniſters intended to απι 


r. Fox was againſt purfuing the war in America, He Mr. Fo. 
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tion againſt a man they knew to be innocent, on a charge 


could not help adverting to what had fallen from the nd 


no uſe to us; as the trade from the iſlands being obliged 


be expoſed to and deſtroyed by the American privateers, if 


| greatly weaned from Congreſs, from the moment that & 
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reduction of America, which he, contended was not to be o 
quered but in France, He poſitively charged adminiſtraig 
with having fown diviſions in the fleet, by bringing a proſe 


moſt frivolous and unjuſt, While he was up, he ſaid, þ 


Lord in a former debate; . becauſe it militated ſo impropeſ 
againſt the conſtitutional principles of this country, and | 
which he ſeemed to ſhelter himſelf behind the throne ; thrg 
ing all blame from himſelf as miniſter, on the ſovereign, aj 
maſter and director; and inſinuating, what, cannot conk 
tut ionally exiſt in this country, that the King was his an 
unadvifed miniſter. He reprobated this language, as it 
cluded and concluded all debate. No member in that Hou 
could after ſuch an expreſſion, charge the miniſter with x 
blunder, guilt, or inattention whatever, nor impeach x 
meaſure, however ruinous, dangerous and abſurd. 

Governor Fohn/tone ſaid, he ſaw no difference between vi 
drawing the army, and acknowledging the independence 
America; the conſequences of ſuch a ſtep could not but 
obvious to every gentleman : Nova-Sgertia muſt be attach 
Newfoundland invaded, Florida over-run, and Canada! 
come ſubject to the Congreſs: the Weſt Indies could be 


paſs through the Gulph of Florida, for fear of the French 
-ape Nicholas Mole, the Gibraltar of the Weſt Indies, i 
had no port or fleet there to protect it. Another reafonk 
not withdrawing the army was, that the new governotit 
America, freed from an apprehenſion of the Engliſh, uu 
turn their, minds towards ſtrengthening their governme 
which at preſent is rather in a tottering ſituation; for he wol 
be bold to ſay, that the affections of the people had be 


ad altered the form of their new conſtitution; the abjui . 
.oath impoſed on all electors in the colonies was ſtretching 
prerogative which the people had never imparted or ſand 
and fo great was the diſcontent in the province of Penſylval 
that out of 3acoo electors who voted for the firſt Congrels, d 
fix hundred and odd had taken the abjuration oath, to quer 
fy them to vote for another Congreſs. In the province eu 
New England, the whigs and tories were ſo nearly eq" 
the provincial aſſembly, that the Whigs had only a maja 
of two; if the army, which was to ſupport thoſe who mig 
avow their diſlike of the ruling powers, was to be with 
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e diflatisfied, finding themſelves abandoned by Great Bri- 


in, would ſubmit to the armed tyranny of the Congreſs, 
hich by military force and fear would eſtabliſh their domi- 
on ſo firmly over the continent, that nothing afterwards 
ld ſhake it. The reduction of America he maintained, 
never been impracticable ; and the force ſent out to effect 
had been equal to the undertuking if it had been properly 
aged. He did not know to whom he ſhould attribute 
e * of the ſouthern expedition, whether to the mini- 
cor the general; but to that expedition and the evacuation 


urgoyne's army and our failure of ſucceſs. He differed too 
om that officer in the numbers of the enemy he had had to 
gage: previous to the affair of Bennington the numbers had 
Een nearly equal; not would he in all probability have had 
army of 17000 men to fight at Still Water, which brought 

e Saratoga convention, if the rebels had not been en- 
ni oraged by their ſucceſs at Bennington, and by the news of 
e ſouthern expedition which freed them from their alarms. 
$ to an invaſion of France, the gentlemen then in the 
ouſe, who had been on the expedition againſt St. Cas, could 


ling. An invaſion of the French Weſt Indies would be 
tended with little more ſucceſs. Hiſpaniola was ſo ftrong 
at twenty thouſand men could not poſſibly reduce it; the 
bateſt was now widely different from what it was with 
ance in the beginning of the late war; for then we were 


on rel maſters of the ſea, whereas at preſent the dominion _ 


or that element was diſputed by France. Upon the whole, 
could not but give it as his opinion, that the war ought to 
proſecuted in America; that it was not impoſſible to ter- 
wol inte it with ſucceſs ;. that this country had reſources ſuf- 
ient for the purpoſe; and that to withdraw the forces from 
merica was nothing elſe than giving up that independency 
ü r which we had been contending for ſo many years. 
hig He agreed, he ſaid, with the hon, gentleman, [General Bur- 
Ane] that no very ſanguine hopes were to be entertained of 
ccels in the American war, whilſt the preſent ſecretary had 
direction of it. He could not, however, but do the noble 
rc the juſtice to ſay, that the hon. general had but little 
nc eund of complaint againſt his Lordſhip, for his army had 
en moſt amply ſupplied with every thing neceſſary for the 


committed in America while that commander had the di- 
| | . | rection 


{ 


erwards of Philadelphia, he ſet down the ruin of General 


| judge of the probability of ſucceſs in ſuch an under- 


Pedition, As Sir Henry Clinton was a favourite with the | 
ien. general, he might reſt aſſured, that no barbarities would 
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rection of the army, and that no ſyſtem of cruelty had | 
intended by the commiſſioners, when they publiſhed their gn 
clamation, as that inftrument ſeems to have been ſigned 
Sir Henry Clinton, a man in whom bravery and | human 
are ſo blended, that it was difficult to determine for whi 
Genen virtue he was moſt conſpicuous. | <4 5 
—— General Burgoyne admitted, that in that particular, the y 
ble Lord had certainly done his duty. Sir Guy Carleton! 
punctually fulfilled his Lordſhip's orders, except in ſome iy 
ſtances, fuch as the Canadian ſypplies, which, from the i 
ture of the ſervice, and the circumſtances of time, it had hx 
impoſſible to furniſh in the manner deſired. All he men 
to ſay againſt the American ſecretary was, that he had y 
given him a ſufficient number of troops, to fight what 
then called a contemptible enemy; but which, to his diſ 
intment, he had found moft formidable; and his own am 
ad never conſiſted of more than half the regular force, wii 
it had been ſaid in that Houfe, he was at the head of, a 
which paffed uncontradicted by the minifter. Fs 
Lord Hewes. Lord Howe applauded the willingneſs of the noble Ly 
to meet an enquiry, relative to his 1 in the northerne 
pedition ;, and hoped, that as the papers reſpecting that pi 
of the ſervice, in which himſelf and the late commander 
chief were engaged, would certainly be moved for after 
holidays. The noble Lord would be no leſs forward 
ſtand an enquiry. It was proper that he ſhould have 
timely notice, that he might come thoroughly prepared, z 
not be taken unawares. He added, that the noble la 
at the head of the American department, ſometimes ated i 
his own accouut, for his Lordſhip had ſigned the order k 
to New York, allowing the people there to fit out privat 
and letters of marque, which tended to diſmantle the fleet, Mee. 
render it inferior to that of France. He had therefore el 
reaſon to hope, that the noble Lord would at leaſt acknc 
ledge himſelf to be the author of that meaſure, a0 
+ 15 Fox, in reply to Governor Johnſtone, ſaid he 
pointed at Old France, nor her Eaſt or Weſt India po 
ſions in particular; all he meant to ſay, was, that it was l 
poſſible that in her wide extended dominions, France fh un 
be invulnerable in every part; where ſhe was leaft ſo, was! 
buſineſs of adminiftration to diſcover, One thing he wt 
point out, and againſt which we ſhould direct all our toil 
the navy of France: in the deſtruction of her marines 
might ſee ſome hope of recovering America; but whiled 
army remained in that country, we were to expect pot! 


Mr. Fex. 


m its operations. On the continent of Europe it might 
employed; there we might contend with France, in a man- 
that would make her feel that her own conſequence was 
fake, But the old whig ſyſtem of alliances on the conti- 
t had been given up, and we were left to fight all our 
les by ourſelves. If thele alliances were renewed, France 
ght then be taught that raſhneſs not prudence had made her 
ter into the American confederacy. America might then 
conſidered as a miſtreſs for whom France and England were 
tending, and was to be won by the braveſt. America, he 
j.might be won in Europe, while England might be ruin- 
in America, 3 1 2 

He made ſome obſervations on the conduct of America, but 
uld not give his opinion either way; for he was not now 
ally clear as laſt year, becauſe in the preſent ſtate of our 
airs, it would tend to fink our reputation, to make a ten- 
of what would be treated with ſcorn and contempt. The 
ench treaty had deprived us of the advantages, an acknow- 
lsment of American independence might have brought af- 
it, Upon the whole, he could not but condemn the folly 
carrying on the war in America, with a ſmaller number 
men, when a greater had failed to attain the deſired object, 
at of American ſubjugation. e 
dir Villiam Howe ſtrongly urged the neceſſity of an en- sir Nh 
y into his conduct. An hon. gentleman ' [Governor Howe. 
bnftone] had aſſerted, that the ſouthern expedition had 

n the chief cauſe of all the ſubſequent diſaſters ; he hoped 

at the hon, gentleman would be one who would give his 

te for an. enquiry how that meaſure came to be adopted. 

an enquiry was an act of juſtice to the nation, and to 

individuals concerned ; and he took this opportunity of 

claring his expectation, that an enquiry into the rows A 

pedition would be one of the firſt ſubjects of public diſcuſ- 

In, immediately after the Chriſtmas buſineſs. 15 

Lord George Chimes roſe in reply to what had fallen from Lord Cr 
hon, gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one, [Mr. Fox] and Germain. 
lared, however inadvertently or contrary to the order and 

s of the Houſe, he had mentioned a Great Perſonage, in 

ner debate, it was not his intention to ſculk behind the 

fone, but fairly to come forward and ſtand forth, re- 
ſible for his conduct: at the ſame time repeating what 

Had in the courſe of the debate alluded to, that whatever 

tad done, was with the advice and approbation of the other 

eben of 2dminiftcation-—— © © 
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- He was ſorry that the Houſe ſhould have indulged gent 
men with this licenciouſneſs in debate, and permit them 
deviate from the old parliamentary rules, never to mentig 
what paſſed upon a former occaſion. The reaſon of they 
was founded in good ſenſe and juſtice, becauſe if any thin 
improper was ſaid, an explanation being immediately & 
| manded, and the perſons called to order; the matter be 
= freſh in his memory, he would be at liberty either to x 
knowledge his error, or to explain his real meaning. Mat 
= of this kind ſhould never be deferred, becauſe when defer 
= to perhaps a diſtant day, the memory could not retain 
preciſe words that had been ſpoken, -' 6 
If he had ſaid, that he tranſmitted orders he had recene 
from his Majeſty, he believed he added, that he had pin 
| "his advice upon the diſpatches before they were made ou 
and of courſe, had made himſelf to a certain degree and int 
reſponſible with others for that advice. 
He was as ready to meet an enquiry, as either the noble Ly 
or late commander in chief, who both ſerved in Ameri 
but he did not mean to move for one, becauſe he thought 
would be indecent and improper in him, to ſtand in thepls 
of an accufer of others, when he had heard it fo oft 
alledged by ſome gentlemen in that Houſe, that the failur 
ſucceſs in the American war, was ſolely imputable to hi 
but if any gentieman on either ſide of the Houſe would m 
a motion for that purpoſe, he pledged himſelf to that Hou 
and all the parties concerned, that it ſhould meet with 
hearty. concurrence, 
Mx. Ellis ſaid, there was a magnanimity in this count 
andſufficient reſources to enable her, by a proper exertiol 
the one, and a proper application of the other, to extric 
herſelf from all her difficuities, and to put an honour 
termination to a war founded upon the ſtrongeſt neceſliy] 
war which could no otherwiſe be concluded, with any pl 
ſpe& of regard to the reputation and intereſt of Great Brit 
than by vigorouſly oppoſing the united powers of the rev 
ous Americans, and thetreacherous French. Much bad! 
ſaid about withdrawing' the army from America. Some g 
tlemen were for it, but he was not. Much had alſo been 
about acknowledging the independence of America; ande 
this meaſure had its advocates; but he was not one of ti 
He would never acknowledge the independence; % 
thought the firſt meaſure included the laſt, which wa 
great objection to it. To acknowledge gas , 
. me 


2 — 


1 


„„ ars 


rica, however palliated by expreſſions of prudence and po- 
was, in his opinion, weak, diiſgraceful, and dangerous. 


the fact true, that becauſe a large army ill- managed had 
d to conquer America when in her powerful ſtate, that 
s force, well- directed, might not be ſucceſsful . when 
rica was much weakened, He ſaid, that the two pro- 
tions of withdrawing our fleets and armies, or acknow- 
ing the independency of America, were in effect the ſame. 
after having contended that the preſſure of political af- 
required the greateſt exertions that this country was 
to make, adverted to what had been ſaid in the courſe 
he debate, relative to the court martial ordered to be held 
he conduct of Admiral Keppel ; declaring he ſhould be 
filling as any other gentleman to join in an addreſs to his 
jeſty, to beſtow every mark of honour on the conduct 
he hon. admiral, wnoſe reputation was deſervedly great 
that the charge alledged againſt him was of fo ſerious a 
ure, that attempting to interfere, and to take the buſineſs 
of the hands in which it was at preſent placed, might ra- 
tend to prejudice the admiral's fame ; and, by depriving 
of the opportunity of proving his innocence, confirm 
ſtigma, which it was ſo much his intereſt, and he was 
eſo much the object of his heart, to remove in the moſt 


Qual manner. y 


one, had addreſſed himſelf chiefly to the paſſions of the 
uſe; this he thought a very improper moment for ſuch an 
Ireſs; he wiſhed to ſpeak to the good ſenſe and reaſon of 
ſe who heard him. It was an eaſy thing, and to the ears 
noſt Engliſhmen, a very ſatisfactory one, to boaſt of the mag- 
imity and the ſpirit of this country. Such arguments caught 
paſſions, and while they proved nothing, tended to lead 
ray the judgment and bewilder the ſenſes. Until it was made 
dent to his underſtanding, that with thirty millions of debt, 
ich we had incurred by the American war, we were richer 
in before, and until he was convinced that we could do 


would not agree that this was a moment for us to adopt 
hurſuit of the ſame ſyſtem which had put us in ſuch peril, 
to continue a war in America, where all our ſchemes of 
queſt had been defeated, and where ſo much of our trea- 
e, and ſo much of our national force, had been ſacrificed 
Vor. XI, and 


re with a ſmall force than we had been able to effect with 
arge army, the beſt appointed that the world had ever ſeen, 
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Ir. Burrell ſaid, he was far from acknowledging, even Mr. Burrell. 


: Burke declared that the hon, gentleman who ſpoke laſt Mr. Burk 
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much, it was right ior him to make the moſt of the g 
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and throw away. He contended, that great as our reſoun 
might be, it was the certain way to exhauſt them altogeth 
to apply them to the furtherance of a deſign, which ay 
rience ought long ſince to have taught us, it was impoſſible 
us to accompliſh. 

With regard to avowing the independency of Ameri 
gentlemen looked at the poſition in a wrong point of y 
and talked of it merely as a matter of choice, when in 
it was now become a matter of neceſſity. It was in this! 
ter light only that he regarded it, in this latter light only 
he maintained that it was incumbent on Great Britain to 
knowledge it directly. On the day that he firſt heard ft 
American ſtates having claimed independency, it madeh 
fick at heart; it ſtruck him to the ſoul, becauſe he fy 
was a claim eſſentially injurious to this country, and a cli 
which Great Britain done + never get rid of, Never! Nen 
Never! It was not therefore to be thought that he wiſh 
for the independency of America. Far from it. He felti 
a Circumſtance exccedingly detrimental to the fame, ande 
ceedingly detrimental to the intereſt of his country. But 
by a wrong management of the cards a gameſter had k 


as it then ſtood, aad to take care that he did not Joſe md 
This was our caſe at preſent, the ſtake already gone wasq 
terial, but the very exiſtence of our empire was more, a 
we were now madly putting that to the riſque, Thea 
ment of the hon. gentleman was in other words this:“ 
have loft my Lincolnſhire eſtate I have loſt my coal- ni 
in Northumberland, and my tin-mines in Cornwall, bit 
have ftill left Gooſe Common and a duck-decoy, and [ha 

at magnanimity.” It was exactly the language held byti 
who had gained the eſtates of minors, by dice and hau 
„ You loſt your eſtate at the gaming table---Go tit 
again; there it is that you muſt look for another eſtate! 

He adverted to what had fallen from Governor Johaſta 
relative to the folly of giving up the independency of Ameri 
and the ſtill remaining power of this country to conquet 
recover her. The hon. gentleman had declared, that | 
majority of the people of America were ſtill at heart the fri 
of this country; that they longed moſt ardently to avow tit 
ſentiments of loyalty, and return to their allegiance. Wa 
hon. gentleman had ſaid further, that the Congreſs were tin 
choſen: by the united voices of the people of America; 
they held their ſituation by force, and that their tyranny" 


intolerable ; and the hon. gentleman had mentioned, that! 
. Vo 


te of independency was carried dy a majority of two only; 
d that in the province of Penſylyania where he was, there 
was ſure we had 30000 friends. If theſe things were ſo, 
w happened it, that when we had at Philadelphia an army, 


Il 


Oun 


end ovincials, who wiſhed ſo well to Great Britain, that the 
000 did not avow their loyalty to Great Britain, and did not 
ny the authority of the 600 tyrants who formed the monſter 
'ed Congreſs, which held them in ſuch oppreſſive ſubjec- 
n; if 29900 dare not oppoſe the uſurped power of Con- 
fs, with ſuch a powerful ſupport at their back, was it like- 
that they ſhould hereafter-do it, when we were not in the 
art of them? The hon. gentleman had alſo ſaid, that in 
aſſachuſſet's Bay, which was originally the centre of op- 
ſition to Great Britain, as it was the head quarters of re- 
lion, the people were divided into powerful faction, equal- 
ie conducive and promiſing to the intereſts of this country 
e party oppoſing Congrets generally, and the other oppoſ- 
p Congreſs particularly, on account of the alliance they had 
de with France. Surely, if this had been as the hon. gen- 
man ſtated, his Majeſty's commiſfioners would have been 
pre Tucceſsful, The propoſals they had made were ſuffi- 
ntly humiliating on the part of Great Britain, fufficiently 
vantageous, on the part of America. | 
After dwelling for ſome time on the argument he had been 
w commenting on, he turned to the ſubject of reſource, 
terprize and ſpirit, he obſerved, were good qualities in the 
d, but bad ones in the cabinet. Prudence and a calm review 
the financial powers of a country, were the firſt objects 
aſtateſman, It was a mad appeal to the paſſions of a peo- 
„ whoſe reſources were viſibly decaying, that would carry 
m through where almoſt every thing depended upon the real 
ews of war---men and money. He proceeded to ſhew, 
it we had exhauſted thirty millions in the progreſs of the 
Ir hitherto, That we ſhould have occaſion for nine mil- 
us for the ſervice of the enſuing year; and that we had al- 
dy voted a land- tax of four ſhillings in the pound. He 
npared this with the financial ſituation of France; intro- 
eing the conduct of Monſ. Nukar, and the words of the 
iQ lately regiſtered by the Parliament of Paris; from which 
Was evident, that France, to put her navy on a reſpectable 
ting, only wanted 800,000 l. and that ſhe could raiſe 
t ſum with the greateſt eaſe, and without impoſing any 
tax upon her ſubjeaAs, He compared the different ne- 
uties of the two kingdoms, and the different objects of at- 
> © tention, 


> fineſt ever ſeen, of 18000 men, to ſupport the 20000 
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tention, in the eyes of each: giving France the credit and a 
vantage greatly, both in point of power and finance, and yi 
dom of application to her reſources; deducing from his aroy 
ments on this point, an inference, that by going on with th 
American war, we were actually endeavouring to invert th 
order of nature, to change France into an iſland, and tore 
der Great Britain continental, by ſuffering the former to x 
quire a great naval ſtrength, while we are eſtabliſhing a lag 
militaray force. In the courſe of his ſpeech, he entered in 
an ample inveſtigation of the propriety of America's joiniy 
with Fance, and contended, that in all ages and in all cou 
tries, it was perfectly natural fir revolted ſubjects to far 
an alliance with that power known to be moſt inimicalt 
the ſtate, from whoſe ſupremacy they had withdrawn; at 
to whom the deſtruction of the intereſt of the former pa 
ſtate was obviouſly a matter of deſirable advantage; provi 
his arguments on this head, by enumerating from hiſtory 
yariety of inſtances in its ſupport. He particularly mention 
the interference of Great Britain to preſerve the Low Cay 
tries from falling into the hands of France, and to ſecu 
them to the houſe of Auſtria ; and juſtified both France a 
America for their conduct in this reſpect, on the broad grow 
of policy; expreſſing his aſtoniſhment, that any ſet of ne 
ſhould be ſo weak as to talk either of the treachery of Franc n 
the ingratitude of America, when they conſidered, that Ant 
rica took this ſtep after ſhe had been forced into independengy 
and that France acceded to it, when ſhe ſaw that Great By 
tain had failed in her efforts to conquer the United Stu 
and when ſhe had ſuch extenſive and lucrative offers ma 
her by the Americans, provided ſhe would aſſiſt them in the 
endeavours to eſtabliſh their independency. 
He concluded, with urging miniſters to attack Fran 
formidably; to vote, if they could procure the men, a li 
larger number than thoſe moved for by the right hon. mea 
ber; but to employ them in any other fervice than agate 
America, | | 
Governor Johnſtone to explain, he declared the bt 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had either miſtaken or miſrep 
"ſented what he had ſaid. With regard to his aſſertion, tl 
a great majority of the inhabitants of Penſylvania and of N 
England were heartily tired of the tyranny of the Cong 
and wiſhed moſt ardently to ſhake off the yoke of their 18 
maſters; he repeated it, and was certain it was a fact," 
only known to himſelf, but to every gentleman who | 
been lately in America, He then proceeded to ſhew, ü 
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powers uſurped by Congreſs were not legally granted 


em, even according to the new conſtitution of America. 


hat the very articles of confederation, under which they 
ume this authority, to enter into treaties with foreign 


wers, were not recognized by the ſeveral provinces in 


ir aſſemblies and conventions ; and laſtly, that the trea- 
with France, was not to this hcur ratified by the conſent 
thoſe aſſemblies of the thirteen ſtates, Many of the inha- 


tants of each province, holding it in utter deteſtation and 


horence, : 
He concluded, by giving it as his ſolemn and ſincere opi- 


on, that it would be folly in the extreme for Great Britain 


admit the independency of America; that ſhe was much 
aker than ſhe had been in preceding years of the war; and 
t there ſtill remained hopes and a probability of ſubduing 
, and re-uniting her to this country ; provided we plan- 


d our meaſures wiſely, and executed them with proper vi- 


ur, and with perfect unanimity, without which laſt, he 


ade no ſcruple to pronounce, that all our efforts to ſubdue 
merica, muſt neceſſarily prove ineffectual. 


165 


Lord North ſaid, the hon. gentleman | Governor Johnſtone] Lord Nerth, 


med to ſuppoſe two things, which were ill- founded, that 
e commiſhoners miſcarried on account of the orders ſent 
dm home, to evacuate Philadelphia; and that adminiſtra- 
dn ſeemed deſirous to throw blame upon the commiſſioners, 
not performing the objects committed to their care. To 
iſt, he could anſwer, that the meaſure of evacuating Phi- 


lelphia, was neither raſh, haſty, or impolitic, but had been 


obted upon good grounds, and upon full and mature deli- 
tation; and he was confident would bear the teſt of the moſt 
gorous examination. On the ſecond charge, he would ob- 
ve, that nothing ever fell from him, nor he believed from 
yof the King's confidential ſervants, which could tend in 
: leaſt to juſtify the aſſertion. He had attended to the act, 
e objects of the commiſſion, the powers delegated by it, and 
e inſtructions which accompanied them, and though he 


ld not, informed as he was at preſent, directly affirm, 


bind himſelf in future, to ſay, that all the powers veſted 
the commiſſioners were ſtrictly exerciſed and purſued, he 
ald, as far as he knew, fairly declare, that no inſtance fell 
2 obſervation, in which they had been departed from 

neglected. | 
The ſame hon. gentleman, for he could not call him his 
Nourable friend, had aſſerted that America was divided; 
t che authority and powers exerciſed by the W 
en 
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been groſſly perverted and abuſed}; and that, as yet, the ty 
ty or alliance with France, had never been ratified by f 
ſeveral legiſlative bodies, acting under the denomination 
aſſemblies or conventions. He was perfectly ſatisfied of f 
truth of what had been thus aſſerted, reſpeRing that pom 
and ſuch/being the fact, he ſhould argue upon it, in reply 
whatever had been objected from the other fide of the Hoy 
and the meaſures propoſed to be ſubſtituted to thoſe which! 
was about to ſubmit to public conſideration. 
The meaſures he alluded to were, the declaring Ameri 
independent, or inſtantly withdrawing our fleets and ami 
from it. Before he ſhould give his reaſons, he begged len 
he ſaid, to obſerve, that they exactly met in the ſame poi 
Withdraw your armies, America is inſtantly independu 
Declare her independent, and your fleets and armies rem 
there for no purpoſe. But, allowing the concluſion dra 
by the adviſers of the meaſure for withdrawing, and alloy 
likewiſe the main argument for withdrawing, that Fray 
and America are firmly knit together by treaty and allian 
what would be the probable conſequences, but the actual! 
of the poſſeſſions we have in that country, of thoſe proving 
which. acknowledge our ſovereignty, and prefer a connect 
with the parent ſtate to any ſpecies of political union ni 
their brethren ? What would be the fate of New Vork, Rh. 
Hand, of Canada, Florida, and Nova Scotia? Certainh| 
fall under the dominion of the revolted colonies, or be n 
celled out, in certain proportions, between France andt 
revolters. But to purſue the idea the+full length it could 
conſidered, leave a ſufficient defence for thoſe places, 1 
employ your force with ſpirit, vigour, and reſolution, in k 

_ defending our own poſſeſſions in the ſugar iſlands, and 
making attacks upon thoſe of France. Unleſs America mt 
firſt. brought to a ſenſe of her duty, ſuch a plan of hofili 
though practicable in point of execution as to conqueſt, ca 
never anſwer any purpoſe; for if France and the Colon 
fill continued allied, it would be impoſſible to protect. 
trade, or bring home the produce of either our own, ori 
conquered iſlands, 

I be eſtimates now voted, and the meaſures propoſed i 
engrafted upon them, brought the arguments of both ſids 
the Houſe within a very narrow compaſs. He ſhouldt 
whatever had been acknowledged on the other fide of! 
Houſe, or what had not been contradicted, as ſo much f 
admitted ; as the data from which every concluſion mul 
drawn, It was granted, that great differences and diflenti 
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evailed in America; that the Congreſs had exceeded and 
ſed their power; and that the political and hoſtile con- 
tion with France had not yet been conſtitutionally ratified ; 
at is, it had not yet received that ſpecies of aſſent which 
vs radically, fundamentally, and eſſentially neceſſary to con- 
tute a real and binding compact on the people of America. 
would likewiſe be allowed, he believed, that the people 
re were in the greateſt diſtreſs, and were ſuffering under 
2 moſt preſſing calamities of war, domeſtic miſery, and po- 
ical oppreſſion of the uſurped powers of government. He 
pealed to every gentleman preſent, whether ſuch a ſtate of 
ings, * contraſted with the bleſſings of peace, accompanied 
th conſtitutional freedom and dependency, did not give the 
ſt founded and probable reaſons to expect that the Colo- 
„ Either ſeparately or conjunctly, would co-operate in mea- 
es for removing thoſe public and private diſtreſſes, for get- 
wil; rid of thoſe oppreſſions, and diflolving ſuch a ſyſtem of 
rpation and tyranny? If, then, on this indiſputable view 
the internal ſtate of America the probabilities were ſtrong, 

frong as almoſt to amount to actual proofs; had not 
eat Britain every reaſon to expect, that with the aſſiſtance 
her own ftrength, and her propoſed vigorous exertions, the 

lonies might be brought once more back into the boſom of 
parent ſtate ? | 

nh tere his Lordſhip, in maintenance of his argument, 

ſented a pleaſing view of the ſtrength and reſources of 
country, which he brought in counterview to that of 
erica, whole finances were ruined; whoſe armies were 

y crumbling to pieces ; whoſe officers were diſguſted ; 

n boſe revenues were mortgaged, almoſt beyond the power of 
emption; and whoſe government was adminiſtered in ſuch 

anner, as to create the execration of almoſt every man 

ler it, whether he ſupported it upon principle, or by com- 

lon, His Lordſhip, as well from our native ſtrength, as 

weakneſs of our enemies, exhorted the Houſe to firmneſs, 

dineſs and reſolution; and contended, ſuch was the abili- 

df the nation, that we were fully equal to all the purpoſes 

fenſive and defenſive war; and that having the means of 
d u icating our honour and aſſerting our rights againſt the 

des WE pts of both our domeſtic enemies and foreign foes, no- 

de remained to be done, but to employ theſe means vi- 

uſly, judiciouſly, and deciſively. : 

Ibis brought him to the next point, the general ſuggeſ- 
s that the force could not be effectually employed, while 
ableſt officers, naval and military, were daily ill- treated 
and 
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had, in the courſe of his ſpeech, taken an opportunity d 


the conduct of the admiralty-board, would lay a precedt 
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and diſgraced. An hon. gentleman over the way [Mr. Fox] 


cenſuring adminiſtration for their conduct towards a nau 
commander high in his profeſſion, [Admiral Keppel] in ſu. 
poſing that the admiralty-board had acted in a partial, arb. 
trary and improper manner. Before he delivered his ſeni. 
ments on the propriety of that conduct, he declared, that he 
by no means deemed himſelf reſponſible. He was not, nx 
could he be conſulted upon it. The affair aroſe in anotbe 
department, with which, in point of official buſineſs, he wg 
totally unconnected. Whatever, therefore, may be the even 
of the meaſure, or the iſſue of the enquiry, he thus publich 
laid in his claim, not to be conſidered as any partaker i 
its conſequences, whether to cenſure or approve. With 
this reſervation, however, he was free to declare, as a mats 
of opinion, that the admiralty-board were perfectly juſtifabt 
in what they did. A gentleman, high in his profeſſion, andi 
great perſonal reputation, goes to the admiralty-board al 
delivers in a charge, conſiſting of ſeveral ſpecific articles, 
diſtinct accuſations, againſt his ſuperior officer, for miſcat 
duct in the day of action. The hon. gentleman, when i 
finuations were thrown out, that the matter Originated in 
previous concert, and a deſign to ruin the character of the p 
accuſed, roſe in his place in that Houſe, and ſolemnly afſin 
ed, and ſpecifically pledged his honour, that he never co 
municated the moſt diſtant hint even of his intentions, till 
delivered in his accuſation in writing to the board. Und 
ſuch circumſtances of fact, as well in point of the naturea 
weight of the accuſation, as the mode in which it was broue 
forward, it was impoffible, in his opinion, that the bon 
could reject the charge, and not proceed on it in the mani 
they had done. It would have been criminal, had they at 
otherwiſe, They were bound to a faithful and punQualg 
erciſe of the powers veſted in them by the act of Parliamedl 
if they had rejected, it would have been a denial of juftiq 
and even granting that a latitude upon a particular occal 
might be juſtifiable, he was certain, that the exerciſe 
ſuch a latitude as that contended for by thoſe who cenſi 


in future that might be productive of evils which could nd 
balanced by any motives, however ſtrong, which were ul 
againſt the enquiry, ny 

On the general charge made, that nothing could ſucd 
in the hands of the preſent miniſters, he ſhould always 
to admit the truth of any propoſition of the kind, wii 


only ſupported by mere aſſertion. Several gentlemen had 
wiſe called for an enquiry into the conduct of miniſters ; 
| ſome [including Lord and Sir William Howe, and Ge- 
| Burgoyne] had pointed their cenſure directly at the no- 
| Lord near him | Germain] as the principal author of all 
miſcarriages and diſappointments. 

in enquiry into the conduct of miniſters, no perſon in that 
uſe more ardently wiſhed for; for he was conſcious, 
enever that event ſhould happen, that it would be found 
ad diſcharged his duty to the beft of his abilities. It had 
1 infinuated more than once, in the courſe of the debate, 
t miniſters recommended meaſures not their own ; and that 
he day of examination they would endeavour to ſhelter 
nſelves, to ſcreen and juſtify their conduct, by a certain 
at authority. He deſired that thoſe hon. gentlemen, and 
Houſe at large, might recolle&, that he now diſclaimed 
ſuch intention, or reſorting to any ſuch ſubterfuge. The 
ſures purſued were his meaſures, in concert with the reſt 
e King's ſervants, He aſſiſted in adviſing them, and 
ed upon himſelf reſponſible, in every poſſible view, as far 
any miniſter ean be reſponſible, for the meaſures he ad- 
s, If they were founded in propriety and juſtice, and 
d policy, he expected to ſhare the merit; if they were 
k, wrong, and pernicious, he wiſhed to be confidered as 
le to partake of the blame or cenſure attending them, 

u to the perſonal attacks made on the noble Lord near 
Germain] relative to the meaſures reſpecting the war; 
e; if cenſure were due, he laid his claim for part; they 
e meaſures of ſtate, originating in the King's councils, 
were of courſe no more the noble Lord's meaſures, than 
or any other member of the cabinet: the crimes or 
ts, or errors committed there, were indiviſible ; they were 
utable to the whole body, and not to a ſingle individual 
o compoſed it. ; 


Meyer was aſſerted in argument; and yet he had been en- 

ouring to ſhew, that the conduct of the admiralty-board was 
ttly juſtifiable in ordering his hon. relation to a court- mar- 

; dut forgot to adduce a ſingle argument, or tittle of proof, 
upport of his opinion, unleſs mere round aſſertion was 
pply the place of it. The noble Lord had, in his opi- 
„ furniſhed the ſtrongeſt argument imaginable for diſ- 
tinuing the war in America. He would not enter into 

detail of what was proper to be. exactly done upon the oc- 
on; but if the people of America, both in their ſubordinate 
ol, XI. Z legiſlatures, 


ll 


r. Fox ſaid, the noble Lord called loudly for proofs of Mr. Fox. 
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Sir William 
Meredith. 


ly, were tired of the tyranny and oppreſſions they ſuffers 
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legiſlatures, in leſſer ſocieties and deſcriptions, and collecti 


and were averſe to a friendly, political connection vt 
France, war appeared to him a moſt extraordinary mg 
of improving this diſpoſition, for the purpoſe of promotiy 
an union of affection, and mutual benefit and advantage, 
reminded the noble Lord, that he had miſ-ſtated his wor 
for he had not aſſerted, that adminiſtration generally | 
ſown diſſentions among the officers employed in the public { 
vice, but that one of the executive branches of governma 
had acted in that improper manner, he meant the board 
admiralty ; and he ſtill maintained his former aſſertion, th 
the party-fpirit which now fo fatally raged in the navy, w 
fomented and encouraged by the conduct of that board, 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon had agreed to ſhare the gi 
with the ſecretary of the colonies, he was not a little ama 
he ſaid, to hear him diſown having any ſhare in that of f 
firſt lord of the admiralty; it was à clear proof, hower 
of the treatment his noble relation met with, from the condul 
of the firſt Lord not being perfectly approved of, when en 
the miniſter who was ſo full of plauſibility, and ſo ready vi 
excuſes at all times for the groſſeſt blunders of himſelf x 
his brethren in office, was put to the bluſh, and at a i 
for a ſyllable to ſay in his defence, or to urge in palliationi 
the partiality, viſible throughout the whole conduct of f 
admiralty- board, from the firſt moment the hon. admiral 
cepted of the command. 
Sir William Meredith recommended the withdrawing f 
troops, or at leaſt the not employing them in hoſtile op 
tions againſt the colonies. He maintained that the withdran 
ing the troops, and the employing them in effective operatia 
againſt the common enemy, were two propoſitions extreme 
different, if the aſſertions and information of the noble Ly 
were to have their intended weight; for it ſhewed plain 
that the people of the colonies, thus deſcribed, were no pt 
per objects of national reſentment, or of being coerced in 
ſubmiſſion by force of arms; but were intitled to our 4 
fection, not correction. Theſe people had taken up arms 
defend what they deemed their rights, the means uſed fort 
attainment of the object had been perverted for the purpol 
of inflicting ſimilar oppreſſions to thoſe they took arms tol 
ſiſt; in the mean time, offers little ſhort of their origi 
claims, had been made to them by this country. Such bei 
the preſent ſtate of affairs, the option was now at hand, al 
in his opinion, only one impediment ſtood in the way 
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eir immediate embracing it. The prayer of the Congreſs, 
e united wiſhes of the people in the ſeveral precedent ſtages 
f the conteſt, before the declaration of independency was, 
ut us into the ſituation we were in previous to the year 1763, 
at is all we deſire. Inſtead therefore of carrying fire and 
eſolation throughout the Colonies, and by that means unit- 
g from principle and motives of ſelf-preſervation both in 
he preſent moment and in future, come fairly and openly 
> an expreſs declaration on the ſubject; repeal all the fatal 
s paſſed ſince that period; and in the preſent preſumed 
iſpoſition of the people there can hardly be a probable doubt 
hat the Colonies will not return to their former happy, pro- 
perous, and envied ſituation, from anarchy, confuſion, and 
e miſeries and diſtreſſes concomitant to war and popular 
ſurpation. | 1 os 
Lord Mulgrave now roſe, and obſerved, from the intima- Lord Mul- 
which formerly ſubſiſted between the hon. gentleman who e. 
poke laſt and him, and which had never ceaſed, but was ra- 
er ſuſpended by accidental circumſtances ariſing from ſitu- 
tion and other habits and purſuits, he had an oportunity of 
naking a tolerable eſtimate of the abilities of his right hon. 
riend, Among other great talents which he poſſeffed, both 7 
erſonal and properly ſenatorial; among his private and pub- | 
je virtues of every kind, he poſſeſſed one talent in a greater 
egree than any other perſon he ever knew; that was a moſt | | 
etentive, accurate and correct memory. Fully ſenſible of 
is, he could not ſay but he was much ſurpized to perceive, 
at the hon. gentleman ſat down without taking notice of a 
natter, which he took the earlieſt opportunity of communi- 
ting to him, not long before the Houſe proceeded to | 
buſineſs, To open it fully to the Houſe, he begged its indul- U 
rence, He begged leave to preface it by a few explanatory 7 
yords, | 
In the debate on the 11th, the queſtion relative to what 
owers were veſted in the admiralty-board, to reject accuſa- 
ons againſt officers in the naval ſervice, or direct trials upon 
uch accuſation, the hon. gentleman roſe, and in order to 
ove that the admiralty-board was in ſuch caſes veſted with 
diſcretionary power, he related an inftance in point which 
happened while he had the honour of a ſeat at that board. 
t was relative to a Captain Clements, a very deſerving and 
ble officer, who being accuſed by a perſon, the hon. gentle- 
nan took a very particular part in the tranſaction. He told 
de Houſe, that the firſt Lord was abſent ; that Mr. Keppel 
rent away, and that Sir Charles Saunders xefuſed to have 
2 2 „ any 
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any thing to do with it; that being thus left in a 
meaſure alone, he took the determination upon himſelf, a0 
rejected the complaint, for which he ſaid emphatically, thy 
the whole was over, he received the thanks of the firſt Log 
and the reſt of the gentlemen who were abſent. 

He confeſſed, he was ſomewhat ftaggered ; he, for th 
reaſons already given, was perfectly convinced of the ore 
correctneſs and preciſion of the hon. gentleman's memoy, 
He was equally fatisfied of his candour, that he would ny 
miſ- ſtate a fact, in order to anſwer the temporary purpoſy 
of debate; and yet he had his doubts, none of which wet 
to queſtion the veracity or memory of the hon. gentlemay 
but rather, that in his hurry and zeal he might have ben 
led to forget the material circumſtances. He was, hom. 
ever, reſolved no longer to remain in ſuſpence. Upon look 

ing over the books, he happily found the minute made by 
the board, which totally differed from the tranſaction x 
ſtated by the hon. gentleman. 

He got two copies made of the minute, one of which, (a 
he obſerved before) he delivered to him fince he came dom 

to the Houſe; and this was the ſecond inſtance in whid 
he had reaſon to lament the want of memory of the hon. ges- 
tleman, in not ſpeaking to the fact when he was up, which 
would have ſaved him the pain of ſubmitting the copy of th 
minute to the Houſe, ' | | 

His Lordſhip then read the minute, and the ſubſequent 
proceedings upon it. The minute ſtated, that an accuſ- 
tion was made againſt Captain Clements of the Pallas, by the 
maſter, for embezzling ſhip-ftores, &c. that in conſequend 
of this accuſation, though Captain Clements was eſteemed 
a brave and able officer, and the fellow who brought tht 
complaint a man of infamous character, ſuch was the ſenl 
of the board, that an order was iſſued for his immediate tri 
and Admiral Holbourne, as ſenior flag officer at Portſmouth 
and the thirteen captains ordered to compoſe the court-mat 
tial. Admiral Holbourne was a particular kind of man, wif 
would have his own way. He did not proceed to enqurh 
but gave an anſwer to the admiralty-board, turning ok 
on the characters of the accuſed and accuſer. Captain Chr 

ments was not however contented, for though he was nc 
tried, he inſiſted upon having his accuſer put upon oath 
and in that fituation framed a ſet of queſtions which ſhewed 
'that the: charge was totally groundlets and malicious ; 


CO 
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accuſer contradicted almoſt every ſyllable he anſwered 
h particular head. | 
But even after this, the hon. gentleman did not diſmiſs 
complaint, though it was got rid of; but by an inge- 
ity peculiar to himſelf, he diſcovered a clauſe in the act, 
ich veſted the navy-board with a power to enquire 1nto any 
plaint relative to the embezzlement or purloining of na- 
ores : there the affair reſted ; Yo that on the whole of 
tranſaction, the board never refuſed a court- martial; nor 
s the hon. gentleman entitled to the thanks of the firit 
rd, for diſmiſſing the complaint, under the preſumed au- 
rity of a diſcretionary power, becauſe in fact, to this in- 
t, the complaint was never officially or regularly dif- 
led. ; 

e ſaid, many inſinuations had been thrown out againft 
noble Lord who preſides at the admiralty-board, every 


nded, The vice admiral himſelf had given the fulleſt 
imony to the contrary ; he could give no additional weight 
hat teſtimony, but beſides anſwering for himſelf, that he 
totally unapprized of the vice admiral's intention, he 
the honour of the noble Lord [ Sandwich] that morning 
ring him, that he never heard a hint even of the vice 
ral's intention, till he ſaw in his official capacity the ac- 
ation in writing. | 

Jrdering a ſpeedy trial, was urged by one or two gentle- 
as a matter of hardſhip; he always thought the con- 
except in particular inſtances ; and ſo far from being a 
ena hip on the preſent occaſion, he was certain that the hon, 
ural himſelf would readily acknowledge, that he would 
e loſt ſome of his moſt material witneſſes, who were un- 
laling orders, if the holding the court-martial had been 
yed but a few days longer than the time fixed. | 
le truſted that the admiralty-board, and every individual 
nber who fat there, food clear of any charge of malice 
artiality ; that the act was ſolely the vice admiral's own 
> and it remained with him to make good his accuſation, 


know would turn out of a very ſerious nature. 


d that the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, had put a copy 
le order for the trial of Captain Clements into his hands, 
lad ſtated to the committee; but that he did not un- 

i | derſtand, 


3 


of which, he could prove, were as ungenerous as ill- 


Ke the conſequences of failing in his proofs, which he 


nol Miliam Meredith made a ſhort reply. He acknow- — b 
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derſtand, that the ſubje& was at all connected with the g 
mates on the table, nor did he of courſe expect, that it wi 
be agitated that day. 
What he had ſaid on Friday laſt, he ſtated from menu 


which might poſſibly deceive him, as the affair happen 


ſo many years ago; that however it ſtruck the mind of; 
hon. admiral not then in his place Keppel] exactly as ite 
him. He did not remember that the court-martial wx, 
dered, but he could not aſſert whether it was or was Not, 
he was abſent, on account of being ill, at Briſtol ; that w 
he faid reſpecting his own conduct, referred only to nh 
happened after his return to town. 

He would at preſent ſay no more upon the ſubjeR, | 
muſt ſpeak to Admiral Keppel upon it; but on Wet 
day next, he would endeavour to gain further informaty 
and give the Houſe an explicit account of the matter. 

Before he ſat down, he obſerved, that what the nd 
Lord had ftated relative to the conduct of the admiralty- u 
in the caſe of Captain Clements, was a proof that admin 
boards were far from infallible; and that a charge aga 
them on the ground of error was not always ill- founded. 

December 16. 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerke begged to ſay a few words ont 
conduct of the other Houſe, towards the members of f 
when curiofity or bufineſs brought them thither. Het 
ſerved, that a noble Earl [Radnor] towards the conc]ufin 
the laſt ſeſſion, had moved for erecting a gallery, in on 
to accommodate the members of this Houſe ; but tht 
the firſt inſtance the order had been diſobeyed or negld 
by the proper officer; and when attempted to be infor 
was reſcinded by a motion of a noble Earl Sandwich] u 
the pretence of inconveniency. If that was a good if 
ſurely it might be fairly reſorted to by this Houſe, which 
every full night ſuffered very great inconveniencies ind 
from the great number of perſons, members of the on 
Houſe, who came, and not only crouded the gallery, | 
filled the body of the Houſe. This was extremely diſagt 
able; but notwithſtanding that, a defire for harmony 
mutual communication induced this Houſe to ſubmit i 
though from the general conduct of the ſervants of the ol 


the members had great reaſon to complain, particular 


late occahon, when the bar was cleared. ; 
He had heard from one or two members in their pla 


that they had their pockets picked ; and he was often pr 
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en the members of this Houſe, were obliged to ſtand for 

rs together below the bar of the Peers, where they were 

uded, ſqueezed, and liable to undergo every indignity and 
onvenience, ariſing from being indiſcriminately mixed 

ha mob. He ſaid, ſuch treatment was by no means ſuited 

the dignity of one of the greateſt aſſemblies in the world ; 

called loudly and particularly for redreſs ; that is, if it 

s meant to keep a proper correſpondence between both 

uſes, ; 

\fter ſome further looſe converſation of this kind, he gave 

tice, that inſtead of permitting the members of the other 

ule to ſeat themſelves in the body of this, he would move 

have them admitted to no other ſeat but in the front gal- 

It would be an admiſſion, but it would be ſuch an ad- 

fion as would bear the neareſt reſemblance to that they now 

oyed at the other Houſe. 

olonel Onfl-1w ſaid, ſuch a conduct was unprecedented till Colonel 
lately; that the dignity of this Houſe ought to be pre- OM. 

ed, that when it was a rule to exclude in one place, he 

ught it ought to be adopted in the other. | 

Sir James Lowther confirmed what had been generally aſſert- sir Janes 

by both the preceding hon. gentlemen ; but ſaid, he thought Lowther- « Wil 
t the want of politeneſs in the other Houſe ought not to be | 
ied by this. He obſerved, that Parliament would riſe in 
ay or two; conſequently, it was at preſent unneceſſary to 
pt a propoſition Which would come more reaſonably after g 
Chriſtmas receſs. At that time a great deal of buſineſs j 


eld come under diſcuſſion, and full Houſes might be ex- 
tat ed. In that event, he was certain, the body of the Houſe 
ele ald hardly be ſufficient to hold the members. This would 
courle call for ſome regulation, made on the ground of the | 
gentleman's propoſed motion; but even then, he thought [ 
aol yould be every way more proper, to permit the members of | 
ic WF other Houſe to the fide galleries as well as the front, and 
ine ude them only from the body of the Houſe, for the rea- 

Ws already aſſigned. | 
x, | dir Philip role a ſecond time, and as by what had fallen sir Phils 

n the hon. gentleman, he underſtood, that a great deal of Fennings 

lie buſineſs was expected to come on after the receſs, le. 
hed, that the Houſe be called over on T ueſday the 2d of 
« ory next, He did not mean to propoſe the manner of 
nitting the members, it was enough to him, that the idea 
the ſenſe of the Houſe. 
r plat | | Sir 
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Sit Grey Cooper acknowledged, that there was a great del 
of buſineſs to come before the Houſe, and on that accouy 
wiſhed that the call might be earlier. | | 

Sir Philip propoſed Thurſday the 21ift of January, By 
Sir Grey ſeeming deſirous for rather a ſhorter day, the call 
the Houſe was finally fixed for Tueſday the 19th of Janun 
next, | 

Lord Nugent now roſe, and after deſcribing the inhabitay 
of his native country as ſuffering every ſpecies of miſery a 
diſtreſs human nature was capable of bearing; a people, nin 
tenths of whom laboured for tour-pence a day, whoſe food 
ſummer was potatoes and butter-milk, and in winter pot 
toes and water, gave notice, that in conſequence of y 
paſſed the laſt ſeſſion, it was intended to propoſe to take 
ſome of the reſtrictions of the trade of Ireland. He ſaid, t 
people of Ireland expected ſome relief. That kingdom u 
oppteſſed and ruined; would emigrate to America; they wor 
carry the woollen and linen manufactures thither ; they won 
ſoon rival thoſe of this country; in ſhort, our reſtrictio 
would transfer the trade and manufactures of Ireland 

America. 4 TA 

„Among the other hardſhips ſuffered by the people in ve 
ral, the landed part of them had their ſhare. There was nc 
an uninterrupted embargo, which ſtill exifted, on the expt 
tation of the only ſtaple commodities they had, beef and by 
ter; the lands were fallen one-third in value, the grazie 
were become bankrupts, the full proof of which he expe 
enced himſelf; for though he poſſeſſed a very confident 
property, ſituated in different parts of the kingdom, he coi 
pledge his honour, that he did not receive a ſhilling rentk 
the two laſt years ; and the caſe was the ſame with ſeveral 
ble Lords and gentlemen of his acquaintance, 

It might become a queſtion of a ſerious and difficult natut 
what indulgence ought to be given, ſuppoſing that this cout 

were inclined to recede. He believed the general ic 
that prevailed laſt year, would be proper to be again talt 
up. The woollen manufacture to be ſure, was in ſome ml 
ſure ſacred; but, in his preſent indigeſted ideas, all he coil 
venture to ſpecify was, a full exportation of all cotton good 
mixed and unmixed. His Lordſhip threw out ſeveral of 
hints; ſaid, that the queſtion would be, whether rel 
ſhould have a little indulgence, or the Iriſh and the manuft 
turers of linen, woollen, &c. be transferred to America. 
is true, Mancheſter might ſuffer, but a nation compoſed 
loyal, brave, though an oppreſſed people, was not to be 


11 


ced to one ſingle town, or the monopoly of a particulat 

'4, He hoped, however, there would be no cauſe for 

ſhip. One thing on the whole was certain, that what- 

benefited or enriched Ireland, or tended to give employ- 

t to her wretched inhabitants, would be beneficially felt 

his kingdom, to which, as the center, every advantage 

and experienced Great Britain muſt profit by. | 

ord Beauchamp confirmed the greater part of the noble Lord Fate 
i's arguments, painted the diſtreſſes of the Iriſh in . 

ly colours, and gave the Houſe to underſtand, that a ge- 

| exportation except in the article of woollens, was ex- 

ted or meant to be procured, 

ord Newhaven ſaid, that he would move for a general ex- Lord News 
ation, woollens excepted; and an importation of ſeveral 5-ven. 
modities enumerated in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion. _ 

ght Hon, Sir William Meredith began with claiming the moe Ho 
non of the Houſe for a few minutes. In what he had Ifen. 
ped on a former occaſion, relative to the affair of Cap- 7M 
Clements, he was happy to find, that, in principle and 

tance he was right, though in one circumſtance he had 

zerroneous. What he ſaid occurred on the ſudden to his 

ory, thirteen years after the event. But he would now 

fully what the caſe was. Captain Clements was ac- 

dof having embezzled his ſhip's ſtores, by an inferior 

er whom he had broke. The man's name was Hutchins, 

Egmont (then firſt Lord) without any previous intima- 

, or attending himſelf, ſent an order for a court-martial 

eſigned at the board, as a matter of courſe, Sir William 

then at Briſtol. Captain Clements was educated by 

piral Keppel, and by his noble behaviaur had proved him- 

worthy of ſuch a patron. Sir Charles Saunders and Ad- 

Keppel were extremely ſhocked, both at the attack on 

galant friend, and the indecency of ordering a trial 

out conſulting them. But, as their interpoſition might \ 
deen conſtrued into partiality, they tet the order go | 
out ſaying a word. The order for a court-martial was 
ed to Admiral Holbourn, who refuſed to try him. In 
ſtate of the buſineſs Sir William came to town; he found 
the admirals, who ſat at the board, held the whole pro- 
Ing in execration, and that many officers of the navy 
exceedingly offended. But Lord Egmont arraigned Ad- 
| Holbourn ſeverely for diſobedience, and propoſed a new 
for the trial of Captain Clements. Sir Charles Saun- 
and Admiral Keppel ftill declining to interfere, he un- 
pok the defence of Admiral Holbourn, and to oppoſe the g 
or. XI. A a order | 
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gave it up, and owned himſelf obliged to Sir William Me 


of precedents, againſt the diſcretionary power. If a ſi 


Lord Mul- 
grave. 


it to the judgment of the Houſe, how far his charge was 


Mr. Eullsr. 


| fr Mr. Ord in the chair, when Mr. Buller moved that! 


Hon. Tem- 
pel. Luttrell. 


ments, as he could not be tried by a court- martial. T| 


poſitive charge againſt his own commander. 


order for a new trial. Lord Egmont then took the Attorm 
General's opinion, which was, that the order to try ( 
tain Clements was againſt law. But unaccountable! 
it ſeemed, Lord Egmont had taken it into his head tot 
Captain Clements at all events; and without conſulting 
board of admiralty, ordered the navy to take Hutchin's 0 
dence upon oath, and then laid it before the board of 20 
ralty, in order for a court of enquiry to fit on Captain (\ 


order Sir William likewiſe oppoſed, it lay ſome time in 
pence, till Lord Egmont finding he had already given offen 
and that the buſineſs could not proceed without great ſcan 


dith, for ſtopping ſo diſgraceful an attack on the charade 
ſo diſtinguiſhed an officer as Captain Clements. The 9 
cedent — appeared much ſtronger than he at! 
ſtated it. The firſt Lord of the admiralty had haſtily a 
without deliberation ordered a court-martial unjuſtly and! 
leſsly. When the fame matter came to open diſcuſſion 
fair deliberation, the board of admiralty had refuſed bat 
re-order the court-martial, which was againſt law, or top 
mit a court of enquiry, 'which they might have done by 

in the caſe of a delinquent inferior officer bringing a ſpeci 


The noble Lord had dwelt and inſiſted much on a fir 


was a proper ſimile on the occaſion, he could not think butt 
it was a very extraordinary kind of ftream, which flowed tous 
its own ſource, inſtead of the ſea, He was pretty well ſats 
ed that ſuch was the ſtream the noble Lord pretended to 
put in motion; it was a ſtream which flowed for the firſt ti 
in this channel; for it was the firſt inſtance known, wi 
the party accuſed was permitted to become the accuſer, til 
wn innocence was firſt made manifeſt, 
Lord Mulgrave made a ſhort ſpeech in reply, He ſai 
never meant to do more than charge the honourable geil 
man with inaccuracy in point of recollection; and he 


founded. 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of | 


* 


um of 379,0-01. and a fraction, be granted for the on 
ries of the navy. 

Hon. Temple Luttreil intreated the Houſe to attended v 

enormous expences now brought on the nation by tif! 


ei 


mw LS TESE. 

five, laviſh, wanton, or ignorant diſburſements of the board. 
could hardly be conceived what waſte, folly and extrava- 
nce have crept into and governs in every department. The 
taordinaries of the navy are now three times as much as 
y were in any year of the laſt war, and they are brought 
ore the Houſe, in a groſs, unatteſted and vague form, 


tt of its propriety, and knowing nothing but that ſo much 
zney is paid into their hands, The preſent account, like 
the former ones, ſince the late Lord Anſon's time, are full 
ambiguity, error, and extravagance, The charge of 
pol. was made in the laſt year's accounts for repairing 
Marlborough, a feventy-four-gun ſhip ; and it was at that 
je aſſerted, that with that ſum ſhe would be completely rea » 
by the end of January 1779. To his no great ſurprize, 
ever (becauſe it is very common in the accounts of the 
ſent board) he ſaw in the eſtimates of the preſent year a 
her ſum demanded of 7500]. for repairing the ſame ſhip, 
I now they are perfectly ſilent about the time when ſhe 
| be ready. The year before they knew the time, but 
*, when that time is nearly arrived, they are totally ig- 
ant when ſhe will be ready. In the fame manner the ſum 
goool. was, charged to give a middle repair to the Hero, 
ther third rate, who was to be completed by the end of 
year 1779; but now a further ſum of 189ool. is requir- 
n for the ſame ſhip, and not a ſyllable is ſtated of the time 
wal ber completion. It is worth while remarking that the 
to was built for 280col. a leſs ſum by gool. than what 


bas been for many years paſt. The Arrogant ſeems to 
the favourite of the admiralty, ſince they have expended 
ee times as much in repairing as would have rebuilt her. 
it one of the ſhips that they have repaired is worth one 
of the money that they have coſt the nation. 


Mey has been paid by the nation to the uſe of the navy, 
t if theſe 81 ſhips had been burnt when Lord Hawke went 
t of office, they now ought to have a greater fleet than 
was at that time, They ought to have built an hun- 


have voted, An hundred ſeventy-four gun ſhips, at 
0001, per ſhip, is 2,900,000]. and an hundred frigates at 
bool. is 1,000,0001. We have voted them more than 


A%S- ſervice, 


ving the Houſe totally uncertain of its A igno- 


pay for repairing her. So alſo is the Arrogant charged, 


When Lord Hawke went out of office, he left 31 ſhips of 
line fit for immediate ſervice. Since his time, ſo much 


o thips of the line, and an hundred frigates for the money 


92,0001. and yet they have not now eighty one ſhips fit for 


179. 
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ſervice. He was happy to find that they had at laſt thou 
fit to build ſhips in the merchant yards. The difference! 
the expence was greatly in our favour. He again endeayy 
red to bring to the recollection of the Houſe, the tun en 
bezzled in the year 1772, and faid that the vouchers, if y 
there were, might have been produced in a nut-ſhell, inſte 
of the waggon mentioned by a right honourable gentle 
[Mr. Ellis] the other evening, as neceſſary for that purpok, 

Mr. Welbere Mr. Welbore Ellis replied, that when money was want 

Edu. for repairs, it was uſual to put down the name of ary g 
ſhip in the eſtimate, and to apply the money voted by Pu 
hament to the finiſhing ſuch ſhips as could ſooneſt beg 
ready for ſea; that therefore, though the eſtimate wal 
ſome ſort fallacious, the public were done ſtrict juſtice to, 

Mr.Lutrelt, Mr. Luttrell condemned this mode, as full of impoſitq 

and capable of opening the way to the committing er 
ſpecies of fraud. Why put ſhips in the eſtimate, when 
repair is intended, and if the ſhip which wants leaſt rep 
is firſt put in hand why not put her in the eſtimate ? Fori 
ſtance, if one ſhip is known to want a repair of 5200. x 
another three times the ſum ; ſurely it would be the ext 
thing imaginable, to put thoſe only in the eſtimate, ui 
muſt be repaired, and omit thoſe which never may. 

Mr. Buller, Mr. Buller ſaid it was impoſſible to know, what ſhips wa 
be firſt repaired till they were ſtripped, A ſhip when 
brought into dock, may ſeem to want but a flight repa 
but when ſhe is ſtripped and examined ſhe might be founl WW: 
want a very full one. : 

The firſt reſolution having paſted, Mr. Buller roſe aui 
and moved, that 569,000l. and a fraction, be voted for! 
extraordinaries of the navy, for the ſervice of the year 17] 
which was agreed to. | 

The Speaker having taken the chair, 

A3miral Admiral Pigot roſe, and ſpoke very humanely on the | 

Figet. ſtate of health under which Admiral Keppel had for ſome 

| laboured. He ſaid it had alarmed his friends extreme 

but that his anxiety and wiſh to ſerve his country had preni 
ed over every other confideration, and had a Sup him 
leave his chamber, to take upon him the command of Wiſe 

fleet in the moment of public danger. That now, by 20 

unaccountable change of affairs, that officer, who put! 

health and character to the hazard, for the ſake of ſaving! 
country, would be obliged, in a very ſhort time, to bol 


his hand as a criminal, and to ſtand his trial for his life, 


eg very emphatically deſcribed this reverſe of fortune, he 
rerted to the nature of a court- martial held on board a ſhip, 
1 ſhewed, that from the extreme heat occaſioned by fo 
any perſons being confined ſo long in one cabin, from the 
wholeſome damp which their breaths gave rife to, and 


m the ſhip to the ſhore during the fitting of the court- 
rtial, (which moſt probably would continue fix or ſeven 
ks) that the Admiral, though his health was better now 
an it had lately been, would run the riſque of his life, 
xecially when ft was confidered that the trial would unavoi- 
ly take place in the ſevereſt ſeaſon of the year. As the 
of ſo worthy an officer as Admiral Keppel was of great 
nſequence to the public, and as that Houſe could not thew 

too much attention, he therefore moved for leave to 
ng in a bill“ to enable the Lord High Amiral of Great 
tain, or the commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord 
oh Admiral, for the time being, to appoint courts- martial 
be held on officers either on board ſhip or at ſome conve- 
nt place on ſhore, as to them ſhould appear neceſſary and 
pedient,” ?“ | 
Admiral Keppel, provided they did not injure his honour 
their proceedings, was incumbent on them. His Lord- 
en ip ſeconded the motion; but doubted whether there was 
ee {ficient to paſs the bill, before the adjournment for the 
riſtmas holidays. | 


turd time, all in one day. 


fing to the caſe of the Hon. Admiral, at leaſt he ſhould 
t oppoſe the bringing of it in; but he never would conſent, 
it the ſubſiſting law ſhould be changed on light grounds, 


in a hurry, | 


the reſolutions paſſed the preceeding day, which were 
ed to, till the reſolution relative to the ordnance came to 
read when, | 


om the dangerous circumſtance of going in an open boat 
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Lord Fowe ſaid, every thing that Houſe could do in favour Lord Howe. | 


Mr. Montagu ſaid there were precedents, of a hill being Mr. Montes 
aoWught in, read a firſt and ſecond time, committed, and readg*- 


Lord North ſaid, he had no objection to a bill ſpecially ap- Lerd worth. 


Mr, Ord chairman of the committee of ſupply brought Mr. Org. 


ard Newhaven put a variety of queſtions to the gentle- Lord wow. 
put a belonging to the board of ordnance upon the different ben. 

ing of their eſtimates for the ſervice of the enſuing year; 

z0ld hof which he contended confiderably exceeded the expence 


quantity of each article, 


paſt years, after allowing properly for the exceeding of 


Sir 
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Sir Charles 
Cocks. 


Col. Barre. . 


part of that branch of ſcience, particularly in boring of ca 
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cable to various uſes. 


and moſt explicit terms, in favour of the American war. H 
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Sir Charles Cocks and Sir Charles Frederick roſe alternate) 
and anſwered theſe interrogatories with great candour till; 
length | 
olonel Barre ſaid, that it would be endleſs for the Hoi 
to ſit and hear a perpetual converſation, conſiſting merely 

ftions and anſwers : he commended the induftry of t 
noble Lord, but declared, that it would be ſcarcely poſi 
to do the buſineſs in a committee, if it were conductedi 
ſuch a manner, | 

The ſpeaker ſupported the Colonel. = 7 

Lord Newhaven then - proceeded to ſtate the particular 
the eſtimates which he objected to, and declared he ſhould Will: 
under the neceflity of moving for a recommitment of the 
ſolution relative to the ordnance, | 

General Conway ſaid a few words relative to the charadt 
of Colonel Deſaguliers, who was at preſent inſpector of th 
ordnance, and aſſerted, that he was not only a man of fir 
worth and integrity, but a very ingenious engineer hari 
made ſeveral uſeful and important diſcoveries in the pra 


non and in various conſtructions of guns, mortars, &c, appl 


Right hon. T. Tewn/hend ſaid, as he confidered the reporttk 
fame thing as an adjourned debate, he ſhould give his ſent 
ments reſpecting what had fallen the preceeding day int 
committee from the noble Lord in the blue ribbon. 

The noble Lord had declared himſelf in the ſtrong 


had warmly urged the propriety of making the moſt vig en 
exertions againſt the common enemy, by voting a militayitt: 
force, amounting in the whole to one hundred and fp"! 
thouſand men. ifl 


His principal motive for now troubling the Houſe waiſt: 
to put the noble Lord in mind of his declarations, and ert 
proceed to the conſequences deducible from them. He ſhoi es 
not be ſurpriſed, however, if the noble Lord ſhould rect 
from every ſyllable he had ſaid, or qualify or explain! 
words in Lach a manner as to give them totally a differ! 
meaning. | 

The noble Lord, as the foundation, the corner ſtone of 
his meaſures, tells you, that America is divided, that ihe 
fifty millions in debt, that her armies are almoſt agnihilate 
that her people are ſtarving, and are ſuffering under the ie 
worſt ſpecies of political oppreſſion and uſurpation, that ei 

I | . af 
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country felt. This is . the invitation to ſucceſs, and the 
tives for urging the proſecution of the American war. 
it is this the old ſtory vamped up in another form, or is it 
effect of a mere heated imagination? The noble Lord 
; frequently amuſed himſelf and his auditors with informa- 
ns at ſecond hand, and confident predictions, exactly re- 
nbling the preſent. How often has his Lordſhip held forth 
this Houſe. with all the oratory for which he 1s ſo juſtly 


1 
t 
l 


d divided, as hating their governers, and only acting under 
e dominion of force and compulſion ? How often has his 
rdſhip painted their diſtreſſes in all that glow which is na- 
ral to a warm imagination ? How often has he diſcribed 
m as covered with a blanket, held together round their na- 
{ carcaſſes by a ſkewer only? What pictures of their fa- 
iſhed bodies and meagre countenances and all that woe and 
ſery which beſpeak a variety of wretchedneſs ;?? of their 


rent of all kinds of proviſions, even of ſalt, of being totally 
Witte of all kinds of naval and military ſtores, of guns, 
Wider, ball or bayonets ; of all apparel or furniture for 


ps deſtined for trade or war. Pleaſed, but aftomiſhed, 
v often has this Houſe catched with joy the important and 
yful tidings ? But lo! how often, on the other hand, have 
t th been awakened out of thoſe deceitful and unwholeſome 
en mbers, into which I preſume, the noble Lord, undeſignedly 
led us-? What has been the conſequence ? We found that 
e people, inſtead of being divided, were united; we found 


ip furniture, &c. We found, not only that they poſſeſſed 
diem, but poſſeſſed them in great quantities. The London Ga- 


bleLord was miſinformed: for beſides, the returns of the kil- 
land wounded, ſome little proof, it was generally cloſed with a 


tars, &c, &c. ſo that whatever truth may be in the conjec- 
res of the noble Lord, I would juſt remind him, that they 
a be entitled to no great weight in this Houſe, and that any 
in N eaſures founded upon them muſt reſt upon a very doubtful 
d precarious ſupport. | : 

The noble Lord has told us, that exertions are to be made 
hunſt France as well as America, Are the French Weſt 
da Iſlands to be attacked? No, ſays the noble Lord, to 
at purpoſe 2 though we ſhould conquer them, we could 


rica; 


ſlinguiſhed, in deſcribing the people of America, as weak 


at thoſe naked rebels had cloaths, victuals, powder, ball, 
tte, that repoſitory of truth, informed us, at leaſt, that the 


urn of ſtores of all kinds, proviſions, powder, ball, guns, 


er bring home the produce without having ports in Ame-- 


183 | 
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rica; which cannot be the caſe, if our troops be withdrayq: 
is it intended to make any more debarkations on the coaſt y 
France, and ſpread the warm alarm? No, ſays the ngj 
Lord, no more St. Cas affairs. Shall we remove the ſeat 
war to the continent of Europe, in order to draw the atten, 
tion of France from her marine? No, ſays the noble Log, 
we ſhould never bring the conteſt to the continent of Europe 
Whenever we entered into meaſures of that kind, we yer 
forced to it. We were dragged into the continental diſput 
Have we any alliances ? Not any, ſays his Lordſhip, x 
ought to have no allies; alliances can only be of ſervice 
matters 5 reſpecting the intereſts of Europe. Thi 
a diſpute with France reſpecting our colonies, and does noti 
the leaſt concern the powers of Europe. No, ro, no allia 
ces, ſubſides, or European continental wars. The nobl 
Lord ſaid we had fixty thouſand men for the home defence 
and that was fully ſufficient both for our immediate protec 
tion, and to awe our enemies. He would recommend to th 
noble Lord, it not ſerious in any other matter, that he woll 
keep that object ſteadily in view, and not ſtrip the Kkingdon 
and truſt all to the hazardous event of the ſucceſs of th 
American war. If ſixty-thouſand men were kept at hom 
if the other ſeveral defenſive and offenſive ſervices were toh 
attended to, it fairly amounted to this, that France was to 
fought in America, ; but in what manner was more than 
could tell. The whole effective force in America did not 
preſent exceed fixteen thouſand men, with thirty thou 
under orders, the filling up the deficiences in the defedi 
corps, was all that was ſaid to be intended, and could n 
amount to any very conſiderable force, What then, in f 
name of God, was intended? He feared miniſters, wheat 
force was once voted, would diſpoſe of it as they pleaſed; 
that as it might, there was one thing the miniſter could nt 
ther evade nor explain, that was, his declared reſpontibil 
for all the meaſures he adviſed, relative to the principle a 
conduct of the American war. 

He faid, he was very ſorry, that there was not a ſepara 
day allotted for voting the ordnance eſtimates, and for takil 
the ma y monſtrous items, of which it was compoſed, 1 
conſideration; but it feemed the nation was rich as well 

werful. The Houle it was true, did not ſeem willing 
hear much detail, but if the noble Lord objected to ſeve 
of the articles, the proper mode of proceeding would b 
either to move to have the particular reſolutions objectedl 

Tecommmuitt 
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committed or to appoint a committee, and order them to 
port their opinion thereon to the Houſe, He then remar- 
d on the language uſed by miniſters the preceding day, 
o declared fora negative war; this was not to be done; 
at was not to be done; but America was to be ſubdued, by 
e point of the {word, aided by her inteſtine diviſions. But 
they had replied negatively, in every other inſtance, and 
d affirmed nothing poſitively, but the continuance of the 
merican war, why did not they ſtate the means of carrying 
on with ſuccels ? The army in America, he obſerved, was 
weakened by detachments, that 1t would ſcarcely be able 
act on the defenſive, If we could ſpare the veteran regi- 
nts from the home defence, they would not arrive in time. 
e lamented, that the ſame infatuation, the ſame deluſion, 
continued; our inferiority to France either in Europe 
America, muſt be inevitable. He concluded his ſpeech 
nearly the following emphatic ſentence. I wiſh to God ! 
e noble Lord would rife in his place, and diſavow all that 
has ſaid on the ſubject in his uſual manner of diſavowing 
the report what he advances in the committee ; and give 
ſome reaſon to hope, that the old Whig meaſure of forming 
ntinental connexions, and puſhing a continental war, is 
t determined to be never again revived, 


an had exceedingly miſconceived what he had ſaid the pre- 
ding day in the committee. He never had diſclaimed 
ntinental connexions; on the contrary, he had held a very 
ferent language. He ſaid, that the ambition of France 
d carried us to the continent laſt war ; that we were in arms 
cre to repreſs the attempts of the Houſe of Bourbon to 
aſp at inordinate poſſeſſion, and in order to preſerve the 
lance of power, He had never ſaid that it would be wrong 
attack France at home, but he was free to repeat, that he 
ought it highly impolitic to withdraw our fleets and armies 
em America, merely to attack France at preſent. That 
would in his idea be folly in the extreme to leave America 
herſelf juſt at this juncture. That of necsſſity Nova- 
otia, Canada, New-York, Rhode Iſland, and Florida 
uſt fall, if we withdrew our fleets and armies from the other 
c of the Atlantic. 


it, They amounted to the ſum of 917,3731. and that in 
e fourth year of a war againſt America; a ſum equal to 
e expence of the ordnance in the three firſt years of the 
nil Vor. XI. B b | laſt 


Lord North replied, and declared the honourable gentle - Lord Nerths 


Col. Barre conſidered the eſtimates, he ſaid, in a ſerious Col. Barre. 


eee . — . ——— — '. 


Jaſt war, 1756, 1757, 1758; equal to that of the years 1g 
and 1760, the fourth and fifth years of that war; equalh 
the year 1761, the ſixth and glorious year of that war; uy 
not much inferior to 1762 of that war, when we made q 
greateſt exertion, Now theſe facts proved either a waſte 
public money, or an incapacity in its application. He fn 
84,co00!. charged for camp-equipage, ammunition, and or 

- nance ftores, in England, for the laſt ſummer, This ty 
aſtoniſhed him, ſince in the memorable period of 1745, wha 
an inſurrection was in the country, and when more and ore 
ter armies were embodied, he ſaw that the expence of th 
camp ſtores, ammunition, artillery, horſes, &c. was hy 
30, cool. and the extras of the year but twenty-five thouſaſ 
pounds, a ſum not much more than half the prefent charg 
it might reaſonably be expected, after ſuch enormous ſumsh 
been charged for ammunition, that, at leaſt, we ſhould ha 
ſufficient to ſupply our demands; but he was particulat 
ſurpriſed, when he heard that there were ſhort aliowancei 
ſome of our garriſons. He had heard it, he ſaid, and ti 
from authority which he believed, that, in the late attack q 
Rhode- Iſland, General Pigot had been forced to flacken h 
fire for want of powder, not having in the garriſon moreti 
eight days ammunition. Theſe, and many other circun 
ſtances, concurred to perſuade him that very little care x 
taken, in this, as in every other office under government, 
the expenditure of the public money, 
Sir Charles Sir Charles Cocks ſaid, that Rhode-Ifland was not ſuppit 
. directly by the board of ordnance. 
Lord North. Lord North proteſted it was the firſt he ever heard of t 
want of powder at Rhode-Iſland. 

Sir Wm. Sir William Howe ſaid, he had not heard that there wasn 
—_ want of powder; yet, it there had, as there was no att 
expected, and the garriſon had a hundred rounds a man, ex 

for eight days, he thought, under theſe circumſtances, i 

arrifon had been amply ſupplied, 

Sir Jebn Sir John Mrotteſſey faid, he was by no means for withdr 
eg. ing the fleet and army from America; but, he contended, 
were not able to carry on the war there offenſively.— eh 
ged to know, if miniſters had taken the advice of mil 
men, and had been properly inſtructed, that this country! 
defenſible by the force which was meant to be retained i 
for its ſecurity ?—He maintained, that if the 14,000 mt 
which, by the reſolution in the Committee of the precel 
day, as chiefly intended for the reinforcement of Sir Hi 
Clinton, ſhould even join him in due time, his army ve 
ne vertheh 
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evertheleſs, be weaker than it was previous to the opening 
f the campaign in 1778. 

Ke then enumerated the ſeveral detachments which had 
en made, ſince the cloſe of the campaign, from Sir Henry 
linton's army, for the different ſervices : 3000, he under- 
ood, were intended for the Carolinas, to favour an inſurrec- 
on ready to break out there againſt the uſurped powers; 


x, and a detachment, conſiſting of two battalions of An- 
ach, to augment the force at Rhode-I{land : till, therefore, 
ge new levies went out, our grand army muſt be obliged to 
upon the defenſive ; as the whole force, for every kind of 
iſcellaneous ſervice, including the defence and protection of 
lew-York, Staten-Iſland, Long-Ifland, &c. would not, even 
ith the aſſiſtance of the provincials, amount to 14,000 ef- 
ive men. 

He obſerved, that the oſtenſible reaſon for evacuating Phi- 
delphia was, that our poſts were too many, our troops foo 
uch detached on various ſervices, to be timely collected for 
y effective operations, either defenſive or offenſive. He 
lieved, nay, he was in ſome meaſure himſelf a witneſs to 
e truth of the obſervation ; for, in his opinion, the chain 
communication was too far extended, which was the chief 
aſon why the war, to perſons at a diſtance, ſeemed to lan- 
ſh. By the new meaſures now purſuing, the ſame error 
s adopted, and was meant to be carried to a much greater 
treme; the inevitable conſequence of which would be, 
at, at ſome futuie period, though we ſhould gain ſome foot- 
g in Carolina, we ſhould be obliged to abandon it, as we 
id Philadelphia, | 

25 e gave a minute profeſional deſcription of the retreat of 
r Henry Clinton from the laſt mentioned place; and proved, 
1, call a very ſatis factory manner, the extreme inconvenience of a 
ng march, unleſs the army had a river, either on its right or 


e conduct of Sir William Howe, from his landing at the 
ad of the Elk, till his taking poſſeſſion of Philadelphia; 
ich he called a glorious march, and worthy of the higheſt 


comiums. | 


He faid it was imputed to him as a crime, that he had joined 
ed i poſition, becauſe he had voted againſt the addreſs, and ſaid 
4 ething expreſſing a diſapprobation of an offenſive war 
ec 


America; or rather the impracticability of ſubduing the 
olted colonies, with ſuch a force as we are able to ſpare 
0088 ſafety to the home defence. He declared, he had for 
e ö B b 2 . nine 


oo for the protection of the Weſt- Indies; 2000 for Hali- 


t flank, or in its rear. He paid very high compliments to 
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General 
Conway ; 


Lord North. 


date did not ariſc from any thing offenſive in his parliamentzr 


dangerous conſequences. 


caufe he was pleaſed to afſign; his conduct or vote 
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nine years voted uniformly with adminiftration, becauſe þ 
thought they acted right; that whenever he thought ſo agi 
he ſhould again give them his ſupport : but while he though 
them not intitled to it, he ſne uld certainly oppoſe them, ont 
ſame principle he ſupported them, a conformity to a ſtrict a 
herence to what he deemed his duty, 

He could not help taking no: ice of a particular circyn 
ſtance, the ſubject indeed led to it, which was in a very fs 
days after he voted againſt the addreſs, his receiving ce 
to return to his regiment in America, He hoped the na 


A. Int 


conduct; becauſe, if it did, he deſpiſed the man who coil 
have recourſe to ſuch ſuperlative meanneſs, ſo pitiſu] and fe 
minine a revenge, as much as he did the meaſure itſelf, 
General Conway ſaid, the Hguſe was no ſtranger to h 
opinion on the ſubject of the American war, in its precede 
ſtages ; he deprecated its dire effects. But he could nat per 
ceive how it was poſſible, in the preſent ſtate cf that county 
allied with France, and acting againſt us, not fo much forh 
own independency, as for our deſtruciion, without the md 
As to the expediency or 1nexpt 
diency of continuing the war, he thought that ſubjett dt 
ſerved the moſt ſerious attention, and onght to have a part 
cular day allotted for taking it into conſideration, and th 
upon the moſt broad and comprehenſive ground: but at pre 
ſent, ſtanding, as we did, in a ſtate of open hoſtility, he coll 
not poſſibly reconcile the conduct of thoſe gentlemen wt 
voted for the eſtimates, and at the ſame time recommended th 
withdrawing the troops, | 
Lord North, in reply to Sir John Wrotteſley, ſaid hen 
ver heard that the expedition to the Carolinas was a meaſi 
actually reſolved upon; and preſumed, that the good ſealed 
the commander in chief would not permit him to make a1 
detachments, which might render the army under his c- 
mand incapable of taking every advantage times and circus 
ſtances might permit, in giving the neceſſary protection 
the loyal part of his Majeſty's ſubjects in America, or frol 
improving ſuch favourable events as might fall out, bet 
the preſent period, and the ſeaſon proper for more vigo! 
operations, He aſſured the honourable gentleman, that! 
intimation now given, of his having gone over to oppoſitil 
was the firſt he received; and he was certain, that the nd 
nourable gentleman was miſtaken in his concluſion, that f 
order he received to join his regiment originated from 8 
in 
amel 


ment. He was perſuaded, that no member of adminiſtra- 

a, or adminiſtration collectively taken, would have acted 

ſo improper and unbecoming a manner; which, if they 

uld be capable of, would fully juſtify thoſe ſentiments ex- 

ſed by the honourable gentleman. As he was totally a 

nger to the whole tranſaction of the preſumed cauſe, as 

|] as effect, he could not directly account for the order; 

ton the ſuppoſition that it was officia:ly iſſued, in con- 

mity to the routine of regimental duty in the guards, in 

ich corps, he underſtood, the honourable officer ſerved. 

was ſorry to have loſt his ſupport, as he always thought 
zyprobation of his meaſures an honour; and ſhould al- 

ys think fo, if, on any future occaſion, they ſhould again 

t with his ſupport, 

ir John IA rotteſſey roſe again, and obſerved, that never was sir Yn 
rea time, when public ceconomy became more an object Vregſiq. 
general as well as particular policy, than the preſent ; 

tn we were engaged in a war with a moſt potent and in- 

erate enemy, and were to contend, beſides, with a third 

our own ſobjects. He could not, therefore, but be greatly 

med, when he ſaw a charge, in the American ſtaff, of | 
ly 12,001, per annum, for deputy commiſſaries ; though, i 
en he leit New-York, they had ſcarcely any employment 

if there was any, the commiſſariate firſt eſtabliſhed would 

fully equal to the execution of it. When, indeed, the 

y was parcelled out; when various poſts were maintained; 

n the grand army was at Philadelphia, detachments and 

is in the Jerſeys, a conſiderable body at New-York, and 

ous expeditions on foot; there might be ſome pretext for 

uties or ſupernumeraries; but when the army was chiefly 

ined to New-York and Rhode-Iſland, he thought, te 

p up ſo expenſive an eſtabliſhment was a moſt ſhameful 

e of public money, By what he could learn, there were 

leſs than nineteen deputies, at the expence of thirty ſhil- 

52 day each; though Mr. Wier, the commiſſary-gene- 

himſelf, aſſured him, that one half of the number were 

equal to tranſact the whole buſineſs, 

ord North ſaid, that the deputy-commiſſaries were not ap- Nord Nerth. 
ora ated at home, nor was the impropriety of this new eſtabliſh- 

nt at all imputableto adminiſtration. Mr. Wier, the com- 

1 - general, who had ſerved in Germany with the comman- 

in chief [Sir William Howe] was appointed in compli- 

t to the latter, Adminiſtration could have no job to 

J; nor, when the ſituation of Mr, Wier was conſidered, 


ld it poſſibly be ſuppoſed that they intended it, or any 
: thing, 
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Sir Wilkam 
Herve. 


General 
Zurgey ne. 
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thing, but to gratify the commander in chief, to whom, 
was underſtood, ſuch an appointment would be extregy 
agreeable, If, therefore, in confequence of that apo 
ment, the multiplicity of buſineſs which followed, x 
other caufe, the ſtaff in America came to be loaded, he hoy 
and expected, if there was any cauſe of complaint, that 
part of it would be laid upon adminiſtration, who were,j 
this inſtance, totally blameleſs. 

Sir FVilliam Howe ſaid, that finding that Lord North ref 
with a particular emphaſis, on the circumſtance of they 
pointment of Mr. Wier, on his requeſt, or as its having 
know that ſuch an appointment would be extremely area 
to him, he ſeemed ſomewhat embarraſſed. He underſtodd, | 
ſaid, that gentleman was coming home; and he doubted i 
from his known conduct and character, he would be ablet 
Juſtify every thing he had done as commiſſary-general; a 
now he was up, he would ſay a word or two of what f 
within his own knowledge. He was never aware, thatt 
number of deputies was larger than was requiſite, to le 
ſome with ſo much of the army as remained in any part 
lar town, either Pniladelphia or New-York, for example, a 
to diſpatch ſome with the other part of the army ſent el 
where, as occaſion might require, He added, that if hisn 
mory failed him not, their pay was ten ſhillings a day, a 
not thirty. ; 

General Burgoyne roſe next, and prefſed the augmentiti 
of the regiments at Saratoga, and the employment of thed 
cersz the General acknowledged he had his refentmt 
againſt particular miniſters, but proteſted he was not on then 
ſent occaſion influenced by thoſe reſentments, or by any wilt 
oppoſe government; but his anxiety to relieve and gratily! 
wiſhes of thoſe who had ſo bravely ſerved under his commi 
There were above thirty officers, of different ranks, \ 
were made priſoners under the convention at Saratoga, no 
this kingdom, ſome on their parole, and others that had & 
exchanged ſoon after the convention was ſigned, am 
whom were two or three field-officers, He thought it w 
be extremely improper and ungenerous to permit them t0 
main inactive, uſeleſs, and neglected at home, inſtead oft 
ploying them in the ſervice of their country. And thoif 
at preſent, there was no immediate proſpect that the rec! 
would join their reſpective corps, the officers would ve" 
dered of that kind of ſervice, which now only remind 
their power; that of ſtrengthening the general defence, df 
cruiting and diſciplining a body of men, which might 


CY 
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rhe wanted. Beſides this, he thought that it would be 
ating the colonels of the reſpective regiments now at Bo- 
de them from receiving the advantages that would be en- 
ed by every other colonel in the ſervice, | 

r. Jenbinſon ſaid, that the firſt idea taken up on the ſubject, 
i which he had explained the preceding day, in the com- 
ttce, was, that the nation would have been put to an unne- 
Fry expence, to no manner of purpoſe, as the men re- 
ted would neither join their own regiments nor any other, 
ording to the plan of the preſent augmentation. This was 
only motive for omitting the corps detained under the 
ention of Saratoga; but the reaſons now urged by the 
ourable gentleman had in part altered his opinion ; and if 
as the ſenſe of the Houſe, and could be rendered agreeable 
he eſtabliſhed rules of ſervice, he had no poſſible objection. 
preſent, nothing could be done in it, without ret commit- 
> the reſolution; which would be inconvenient: but care 
uld be taken, on ſome future day, to render the matter 
eeable to the ideas thrown out by the honourable gentleman, 


n ſtanding up the advocate of thoſe brave fellows who had 
ed under him in America: he ſaid it did him the higheſt 
jour; and it alſo reflected credit on the honourable gentle- 
Mr. Jenkinſon] who had conſented to employ the offi- 
, The colonel then declared, that as the Houſe was fo 
, and he ſaw the members were anxious to depart, he 
id conclude with adviſing that Houſe, on a future day, 


bee benge the nature of the ſervice, to extend the bounty from 
uit {lors to the ſoldiers, by emancipating the latter from 


ry, and no longer to continue them for life in the army, 
to limit the time of their being obliged to ſerve. By 
alteration, he ſaid, the army would be much eaſier re- 
non tedethan before, and that we ſhould then have no want of 
ers on any occaſion. | : 
210 December 17. | 
t wolf oniral Pigot brought up * the bill for empowering the 
no big admiral, or the commiſſioners for executing the 
* of lord high admiral of England, to hold courts martial 
thou bea-offcers in his Majeſty's ſervice, at any convenient 
rec|F< on ſhore, as often in ſuch caſes as the lord high admi- 
be or the lords commiſſioners for executing the office of 
high admiral, ſhall judge it neceſſary or expedient.” 
he bill was read the firſt and ſecond time, and then com- 
eg, and the committee appointed to fit immediately. 


I Upon 


191 


n, very unhandſomely; as ſuch a diſtinction would pre-. 


Mr. Fen- 
kinſon. 


olone] Barre complimented General Burgoyne on his ſo col. Barre. 


Admiral 
Pigot. 


_— Av + —k 3 — — p_ * — — ** — 
„ 1 r * 25 


YRS tre worms re ee FR 
n * 8 


ol 
2 . 
. 
. : 
- 
 # 
4% 
= A 7 
7 
CY 7 . 
3 
z 
.— 9 


8 os * < — 


ee, dock yard at Portſmouth was the place thought of, aud why 
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Upon this Mr. Brett took the chair, and the bill was agi 
read, clauſe by clauſe, ſeveral inconſiderable amendment, wy 
made, and then the chairman atked if any gentleman had y 
clauſe to propoſe ? 

Mr. Gould. Mr. Gould | judge advocate] deſired it might be conſiden 
that, under the act for regulating courts martial in the nan 
the captains who try the cauſe are not permitted to Jaye 
ſhip till the trial is over; becauſe they are not to mix yi 
the world, or have any communication with it, while th 
are fitting in judgment: he therefore hoped ſome provij 
would be made fimilar to it. 

After a ſlight debate on the ſubſect, the attorney-gene 
drew up a clauſe to the ſame effect, which was in ſerted. 


Lord l-. Lord Mulgrave hinted that the military academy int 


1 
he imagined would be liable to no objection, as there un 
commodious hall belonging to it, and proper apartments 
the officers who were to be the judges, which would be fit 
up with every convenient accommodation. | 

The Solici- The Solicitor General next moved a clauſe, tending to gn 

885 N a power to the court of excluding ſtrangers at diſcretion, 
the better preſerving order and decorum at the trial, TI 

: was oppoſed, and in the end withdrawn, 
oy” your Sir Fletcher Norton, in his ſeat as a member, deemed 
" clauſe. unneceſſary : he ſaid, to be ſure the court wouli 
courſe have a diſcretionary power to prevent ſuch a crow 
might interrupt the trial, or be otherwiſe detrimental. Co- 
of juſtice always had; therefore no proviſion was necell 
and any reſtrictions calculated to exclude perſons of any 
nomination, would be contrary to the firſt principle df 
Engliſh law. The doors of all courts of juitice, as wel 
places of public worſhip, muſt be open; and to be fur: 
his Majeſty's ſubjects had an equal right to be admitte!, 
long as room could be found for them without incomwoi 

the court. 

Admiral When the bill was gone through the committee, Adn 

Pi.  Pigot gave his reaſons for bringing it in, out of reſped 

the preſervation of ſo valuable a life, which the public n 

one day want again, He then recapitulated the ſervices! 

miral Keppel had performed for his country in the [att 

and concluded with ſome profeſſional remarks on the 24 

of Uſhant. He ſaid the admiral could not have acted oy 

wiſe than he did; the French for four days avoided confine 
to an action, and if our admiral had attempted to dai nie 
his fleet in the uſual line of battle, he could never have Vo 


th 
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with them at all, they were ſo much to windward of him; 
what would have been ſaid, if he had returned into port 
hout exchanging a ſhot? The whole country would have 
n in an uproar and contuſion, | 

kdjourned to the 22d. 

nan he Houſe ſat on the 22d, 23d, and 24th ; but there were 
debates on thoſe days. On the 24th the Houſe adjourned 


Wit the 14th of January, 1779. 


A few days before the adjournment, and a little while af- 
the next meeting, the following papers were laid upon the 
le, | 


it of the Commiſſariate, appointed & the Treaſury, in conſequence o 
the War in North America, with an Account of their Pay, Y 


| 1 CANADA, 
Commi ſſary of the Army in Canada. 
Pay per Diem. Dates. 
athamel Day, Eſq; — - =— 0 Mar. 30, 1776 


ny 4 Deputy Commiſſuries. 

ö of 1 o 

n Drummond, Eſq; - - I 10 ditto 

uod Parkhurſt, Eſgq; - 1 10 ditto 

ted, 2 N 

* Alfftant-Commiſſaries. 

ben Or, Gen: 1 o ditto 

6 2 Winſuw Clark Cent. — — x © ditto _. 

bu res Farouharſon, Geht. - 1 © Sept. 18, 1776 
% $115 4 2 


In NoRTH AMERICA. 


alt! 

f Commiſſary. | 

col mel Chamier, Eſq; no — 2 o Apr. 1, 1776 
ai iel Wier, Eſq; vice Daniel Chamier 2 © Feb. 11777 


ve Vor. XI. Cc | comma 
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Cummi ſſary of Accompts. 
8 Diem. 
5. 
Daniel Chamier, Eſq; A 3 o ditto 
Duncan Drummond, Eſq; vice Daniel Chamier, 
deceaſed - - - 3 © Feb, 
Deputy Commiſſaries, 
—_ Morriſon, Eſq; 5 - 1 10 Apr, 1, . 
eter Paumier, Eſq; i - I 10 
George Brinley, Eſq; - — I 10 
A Jiſiant Commi ſſaries. 
James Porteus, Gent. — 1 I 
James Chriſtie, Gent. " I 
ohn Crawford, Gent. - - 1 
William Butler, Gent. — - x O Nov.1,t 
Frederick William Hecht, Gent. 80 2, 
Gregory Townſhend, Gent. 1 © 3 
Roger Johnſon, Gent. I o June 20, 
= Tuſpeflor and Superintendant of the Proviſions, Train of Harſs, 
„ 0 FLY aggons, 
1 F rancis Ruſh Clarke, Eſq; I o June 15, 


Liſt of Commiſſaries ſerving in Canada and at the Upper Pejis, bet 
December 25, 1777, and June 24, 1778, and paid by Nathanit|| 
Commiſſary General (Treaſury Commi ſaries excepted.) 


Treaſury Commiſſaries. 


Nathaniel Day, commiſſary-general, Mor 1! 
| N Drummond, deputy commiſſary- gelder (uy ber 
Fleetwood Parkhurſt, ditto, Sorel "li 
ames Farquharſon, affiſtant commiſſary- al, ha vl 
Laas Clark, ditto, Montreal Sper Q 57 


2 =_ l 
r "2 p 2 "IH e 
. * * 0 * E =, * yy 8 : 4 pd 
* "Ts ; * as 
Ec 2 2 . 
w_—__ a G wa, le my 


TR 

* — — 

* * * 5 
— — 


— 


Comm:ſſaries attending the 1 in Canada. 


— 
N 6k Le 
2 * SZ hea 

— — — 


— — ag pi As 8 


. | Sal, 5 b 
| 3 . Commencing * —— 4h 
| Niel Mean, affift. com. gen. at Berthier 1777 1778 jo 
® any Bliſs, deputy commiſ. Quebec, ſick, Des. 25, June 24, 


A 


Tho 


Commencing 
1777 
7 omas Scott, deputy commiſ. at Quebec Dec. 25, 
Phillips, affiſtant ditto, ditto ditto 
es Penkerton, conductor, ditto ditto 
. Tixe, for invalids, at ditto _ 


itchard, royaliſts, at ditto . 
LS Ont commiſ. at Three Rivers ditto 
homas Lewis, conductor, at ditto ditto 
muel Drewry, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at Sorel ditto 
hn Davy, ditto, at ditto 1 ditto 
exander Chaucer, conductor, at ditto ditto 
muel Jacobs, aſſiſt. commiſ. at St. Dennis ditto 


ſeph Johnſon, conductor, at ditto | 
"wr aſſiſtant commiſ. at Lachine ditto 


aniel Morriſon, ditto, at Berthier ditto 
ichael Flanigan, ditto, at La Chenay ditto 
exander M*Ray, ditto, ſick ditto 
| n. Crichton, ditto, at Montreal ditto 
| mn wh Boutillier, ditto, at ditto ditto 
Landrieve, ditto, at ditto ditto 
| ditto 
J 
1 Gauchee, ditto, at ditto ditto 
s di ditto 
„. Courſole, conductor, at ditto " 
itto 


vi Willard, ditto, ſick f CRE... 
Graf Perriville, aſſiſt. commiſ. at Laprairie ditto 

Campbell, conductor, at ditto ditto 
x, Crookſhanks, aſſiſt. com. at Bouchervill ditto 


, ois Dennis, ditto, at Cedars ditto 
Boileau, ſen. ditto, at Chambly ditto 
Boileau, jun. conductor, at ditto ditto 

Petrimoux, conductor, at ditto _ 


in M Cutchion, ditto, at ditto 
Blaney, affiſtant commiſſary, at St. John's ditto 


Cc 2 


in Beninger, ditto, at ditto ditto 
in Valentine, conductor, at ditto ditto 
nes Grant, deputy commiſſary, at Navy ditto 
oe Scarr, conductor, at ditto ditto 
M Ray, aſſiſt. com. at Iſle- aux - Noix ditto 
Murphy, conductor, at ditto ditto 
Gallaway, ditto, at ditto ditto 
buel Prenties, affiſt. com. at Pointauſer — 


June 24, 10 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


.ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


I 
bard Woodmaſs, conductor, at Quebec May 25, ditto 


* 


UW www S αοοο οοοοο οο nw e 


Q 
= 


196 PARLIAMENTARY A. y 


Upper Poſt Commiſſaries. 

SGalary, 
Commencing, E — 2 P 
1777 + 
John Ferguſon, aſſiſt. com. at Oſwegatchy, Dec. 25, June 24, f 
1778 | 
James Pudgeway, conductor, at ditto, Mar. 25, ditto L 

1171 

Edward Pollard, aſſiſt. com. at Niagara, Dec. 25, ditto 
Edward Smith, ditto, at Fort Erie, ditto ditto ; 
Sampſon Fleming, ditto, at Detroit, ditto ditto q 

John Aſkin, ditto, at Michilmakenac, ditto ditto 
| Signed NATHANIEL Day, F 
Commiſſary General, F 


Lift of Perſons employed in the Commiſſariate under the Direction of Dat 


Weir, Commiſſary General, Philadelphia, May 22, 1778. 
Pay per Dy 
Kerl mann 
3. d. & ale 


Anthony Knecht, aſfiſtant commiſſary, at ri 20 © 


Richard Graham, ditto, at ditto 10 0 WW; 
Nathaniel Whitworth, ditto, at ditto - 5s © 8 
Balfour Stewart, ditto, at ditto — 5 o ee 
Gilham Tailer, ditto at ditto - - 4 Y 
Clerks, Store-Keepers, Iſſuers of Proviſions, &c. bo 
Alexander Wemyſs, at — 5 o r. 
William Coffin, at ditto — 5 0 ſep] 
Join Stockton, at ditto - 5 O Wn 
ohn Howland, at ditto - - 5 0 
obert Caldcleugh, at ditto _ - 5 © 
Greegs Farriſh, at ditto * = 5 © joh 
Chriſtie, at ditto 1 — 5 o Wa 
1. Senger, at ditto - 7 6 the 
ichard William Parkin, at ditto — 5 O ii 
Alexander Menzies, at ditto 4 0 He. 
N. B. Nine coopers and about 60 labourety in th, per 
Stores, at 3 6 Wii 
Gillam Butler, forage Jepartivent 10 0 ou 


Clerks, Receivers, and Iſſuers of Forage. 
"a Clayton „ at Philadelphia — 5 0 


3. <& 
= 
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Pay per Day. 
8 2 
\ Norton, at Philadelphia - s © 
ter Humphreys, at ditto 5 5 © 
xander Gallatly, at ditto - 5 0 
lam Sheppard, at ditto in 5 5 „ 


Two overſeers and about 30 labourers. 

omas Aſton Coffin, aſſiſtant commiſſary 

n Jaffray, ſuperintendant of freſh proviſions, at Phi- 
ladelphia 1 

lam Elder, clerk 

Nine butchers, at per day. 

n Mac Kenney, firſt clerk, New York 

don Brice, ditto, at ditto - 

am Dolmage, ditto, at ditto - 

ratio Smith, ditto, at ditto - 

eph Chew, aſſiſtant clerk, at ditto - 

n Menzies, ſtore -keeper, at ditto - 

orge Goſling, ditto, at ditto - 

unith Mackenzie, aſſiſtant ſtore-keeper, at ditto 

nel Dunſcomb, ditto, at ditto - 

chibald Blundell, ditto, at ditco - 

liam Dunlap, ditto, at ditto - 

B. Between 40 and 50 labourers, upon an average, in 

he ſtores without rations, except tue coopers, who re- 

eive ratlons — * 

bn Depon Wilkes, accomptant, at ditto 10 

bn Nugent, deputy in ſtoppage- office with Gregory 

Townſend, at ditto 10 

ep) Orchard, ſuperintendant of the King's bakery 

wih Peter Paumier, at ditto - | 

in Richardſon, ditto, at ditto - 

in Buxton, inſpector of the town bakeries, at ditto 

gh Mac Dowl, ditto flour and dry proviſions, at ditto 

bout 30 bakers employed from 41. to 51. per month, and 

their rations, 

ſlliam Tyng, affiſtant commiſſary, at Brooklyn 10 

37 and two labourers occaſionally, at ditto, at 

pr off in op =D 

Uliam Paterſon, aſſiſtan: commiſſary, at Jamaica, L. T. 5 

bout 3 labourers, + ditto, at per day 5 

then Jones, affiſtant commiſſi ry, at Staten Iſland 

leph Jones, ditto, at ditto - | 

One cooper and two labourers, at ditto ' 
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James Cogecſhall, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at Powle's Hook 5 
One aſſiſtant occaſionally, at ditto 
Iſaac Noble, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at Marſton's wharf 5 
Three or four labourers, at ditto 
— Roſs, keeper of the tranſport account, at New 
ork - - 
Thomas Moore, affiſtant ditto, at ditto - 
— Moore, affiſtant accomptant, at ditto 
amuel Paine, ditto, at ditto - 
William Newton, clerk, at ditto - 
Benjamin Thompſon, ditto, at ditto - 
Two labourers, at ditto - 
William Nixon, inſpector of proviſions and ſtores, at do. 1 
Stephen Kibble, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at ditto 
William Parſons, ditto, at ditto — 
Robert Harding, out- door clerk, at ditto — 
Robert Crannel, ditto, at ditto - 
Andrew Mac Lewie, ditto, at ditto - 
Jacob V. Siee, ditto, at ditto - 
ohn Fitzpatrick, out-door clerk, at ditto . - 
ohn Fegan, ſtore-keeper, porter, and vinegar, at ditto 
achlan Mac Intoſh, aſſiſtant W "and iſſuer of 
proviſions, at ditto | 
Benjamin Chadwell, clerk of iſſues, at ditto - 
John Wier, ditto, at ditto 
Alexander Dobbin, aſſiſtant clerk, at New Vork 
Godlieb Switzier, Heſſian interpreter, at ditto 
Eight coopers at 58. and 60 labourers at 48. occaſionally, 
at ditto. 
E. G. Lutwyche, 3 of the — s brewery, 
at ditto 1 


— 


O Un Minna Oo 


— 
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O 
— Hompay, brewer, at ditto — 5 

A ef, Hilton, clerk, at ditto = 5 
ard Edwards, cooper, at ditto — 3 


ames Brundige, ditto, at ditto, 5l. currency per month 
ohn Brewer, carman, 41. 10s. per ditto 


ohn Child, ditto, 41. 10s. per ditto 
Five labourers 
Habijah Willard, commiſſary of cattle, ; at n Vork, 10 
Abel Willard, affiſtant ditto, at ditto 5 
Habijah Willard, j Junior, ditto, at ditto . 5 
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5. 


kn Beck, ditto, at New York - 5 5 o 


ter Ball, iſſuer of freſh proviſions, at ditto 
ho Kelſo, clerk, at Brocklyn . 
hn Tourneay, iſſuer of freth proviſions, at Staten Iſland 
corge Cicker, butcher, yl.' 10s. currency per month. 
homas Summer, overſeer of cattle, at New Lands, &c. 
liam Gillian, ditto, at Graveſend Y 

Three labourers at 3s. and two ditto at 28. per day. 
mes Stewart, commiſſary, &c. at Kingſbridge 10 
ephen Patterſon, aſſiſtant ditto of proviſions, at ditto 
mes Twevey, ditto at ditto 3 OM P 5 


ran Camercon, ditto of forage, at ditto £ 5 


lott Cannon, cooper, at 61. per month. 

enry Rutherford, ditto, at 5l. ditto. 
lichael Ryer, iſſuer of forage, at 6l. ditto. 

Four labourers at 41. ditto. 

muel Kemble, purveyor of forage, at New Vork, 
bn Philips, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at ditto 
njamin James, accomptant and affiſtant commiſſary, 
at ditto - - 
bn Hawkins, affiſtant in forage office, at ditto 
homas Wright, ditto, at ditto | — - 
cl Mund, clerk of grain magazine, at ditto 

ahaniel Dickenſon, receiver and deliver of hay maga- 
zine, at ditto 

n M Kown, clerk of ditto, at ditto 
ua Lock, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at Staten Iſland 

uncan Achettree, ditto, at Long Iſland 
obert Cook, ditto, at Marſton's Wharf | 
- Cutler, collector of forage and 2 horſes, at Long 

and - - 255 
n Bell, ditto 1 horſe, at ditto - 

Sixty-one labourers attending different magazines 
mes clerk, firſt clerk, at Newport - 
mes Wyat, ditto, at ditto - 
bales Ryley, ditto at ditto we - 
bert Ferguſon, ditto at ditto - 

One labourer at 11. 17s. 4d. ſterling per month. 
cis Hill, ſuperintendant for tranſporting forage, at 
Newport N — 
domas Parkin, commiſſary of proviſions, at ditto 
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Amos Bull, afliftant ditto, at New York 
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30 


5 


Nathan B. Miller, clerk, at ditto 


Lewis Latham Clark, affſtant rr, at Portſ- 


mouth 


George Leonard, commiſſary of cattle, at Newport 
William M“ Kenſtry, aſſiſtant ditto, at * 

John Nicholls, butcher, at ditto 

Bavſton Coggeſhall, ditto, at ditto 4 
John Con, ditto, at ditto — | 


3 James Campbell, deputy commiſſary of forage at ditto 
enjamin William Muirſon, aſſiſtant ditto, at ditto 

Duncan M“ Gregor, ditto, at Portſmouth 

hn Honyman, clerk of forage office, at Newport 

ward Brinley, ditto, at ditto | 8 

Peter Wanton, collector of forage, at ditto 

Samuel Dyer, ſuperintendant of forage, at ditto 

Abraham All, collector of ditto, at ditto 


E 


Two 3 a hs 


Das labourer 5 


A DSO GAA 


Forty- eight labourers W in different magazines 


at ditto 

Ditto, on 1 — 8 

obn Perkins, aſſiſtant commiſſary, at Halifax 

Ifaac Deſchamps, ditto, at Windſor — 5 

= Nicholl, ditto, at Fort Cumberland Eee 
aniel Chamier, junior, ditto, at St. Auguſtine 


OA DL Dv 
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Extract of a Leiter from the Ri ght Honourable Vice Admiral 
Lord Viſcount Howe, to Mr. Stephens, Secretary of the Au- 


miralty. 


Dated on beard his Majeſty's ſip the Eagle, off Bil- 


lingport, May 9, 1778. 


THE deſertion of the ſeamen from the tranſports as bk as 
ſhips of war, to traders furniſhed with letters of marque, 


— re 
Sandy 


uired a particular attention. 
ook, Governor Tryon communicated to me the con- 


Before I ſailed from 


tents of a circular letter he had received from Lord George 


2 Germain, 


A. 1 


Pay Per D 
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EF. r BAT: £5% 

zermain, one.of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, 
nd ſigniſied his reſolution to grant letters of marque as ſoon 
he was furniſhed with the proper authority. 2 

[ tranſmit the copies of my correſpondence with the gover- 
or on that occaſion ; hoping the motives for recommending 


ſulpenſidn of his purpoſe will be approved by their Lord- 
ips. | 


3 of a circular. Letter from Lord George Germain to the 
Governor of New-York, c. dated Whitehall, January 10, 
1778. 5 x 


SIR Thy : N SEM . 
THE Lords Commiſfioners of the addreſs, having autho- 
red you to grant commiſſions of marque againſt the rebels, 


ing their prizes into the-ports within your government, and 
u may be under ſome embarraſſment in reſpe& to the diſ- 
ſal of the prifoners, I have therefore received the King's 
mmands, to fignify to you his Majefty's pleaſure that when 
u priſoners taken in any rebel privateer, or armed cruizer, 
all be brought into any of the ports within your govern- 
ent, you do commit them to the common gaol or other 
ce of ſafe cuſtody, and apply to the aſſembly for an allow- 
ce for their maintenance and other expences attending their 
ninement, and in caſe the aſſembly fhall not think fit to 
e upon themſelves the providing for ſuch expences, you are 
draw upon the Lords commiſtfioners of the treàſury for 
e amount, taking care that every thing be, done in the moſt 
gal and careful manner, and accompany 
proper vouchers ; and when any opportunity offers of 


irer them to the commanders, in ſuch numbers as they 
abe received, in order for their being ſent to England under 
 Admiral's direction; and in caſe you cannot 10 diſpoſe of 
e whole, you may agree with the maſters of different 
chant ſhips, to take the remainder in ſmall numbers and 
them to England as priſoners, their paſſage to be paid 
E upon certificates of their delivery on board any of his 
lty's ſhips at Plymouth, Portſmouth, in the Downes, or 
the Nore ; and you. are at the ſame time to tranſmit to the 
Is Commiffioners of the Admiralty one or more affidavits, 
Merly N that ſuch priſoners were taken in armed 
Vor. XI, D 4d 
s 


*. 
* 


is to be expected that veſſels bearing ſuch commiffions will 


war bills with 


ning them on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips, you will 


yeſlels - 
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veſſels commiſſioned by the rebels. In regard to the crew 
of any trading veſſels belon ing to the rebels, ſuch of then 
as the commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips do not think ft 
to preſs into the King's ſervice, muſt be left at liberty. 
I am &c, 
GEO. GERMAIN 


Copy of a Letter from the Lord Viſcount Howe, to Governor In 
ON, dated Eagle, off Sandy Hook, April 11, 1778. 


SIR, | 
Captain Duncan has delivered to me the copy of the ci 
cular letter from the ſecretary of ſtate, and the meſſage l 
was charged with by your excellency, reſpectin your 
mination to t letters of marque conformable to the te 
nor of it, as ſoon as you ſhall be furniſhed with the requiſt 
authorities from the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiraly 
= Perſuaded of the dangerous conſequences that muſt en 
| *2 to the King's ſervice, by the temptation thereby offered i 
| ſeamen to withdraw from the tranſports, on which the ſub 
ence of the army immediately and entirely depends, as ne 
as from the ſhips of war, I truſt that you will in regard then 
of be prevailed on to poſtpone the iſſue of ſuch letters 
marque, at leaſt in the preſent circumſtances of the wa 
or until the King's pleaſure (if deemed neceſſary to be take 
can be, had upon the matter. 

Lam more particularly encouraged to hope for this teſt 
ny of ydur indulgence, when I conſider the tenor and fi 
of the circylar => which, as I conceive, is not obligate 

nor indeed p HeAble to the ſtate of this province. 
” The letter obviouſly reſpects the provinces in which t 
_ government is regularly exerciſed, and the laws are fil 
Orce. 

Application is to be made to the aſſemblies regarding! 
maintenance and ſecurity of the priſoners: and as necc! 
uu for the operation of that civil authority, it is 
Juppoſ&d that the captures will be brought into ſome p 

within your government; whereas, by the late reftran 
alta, the ſpecial licence of the commiſſioners therein menty 
ed, is required for exempting this port from the effect of 
general prohibition extended in the caſe to all the provil 
not in the King's peace. I have the honor to be, _— 


the 


2 


j 
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% Lee from Governor Tryon, 20 Lord Viſcount Howe, 
dated New-York, April 12, 1778. : 


N My Lorp | 
[am honor'd with your Lordſhip's letter of yeſterday, re- 
ting the ſecretary of ſtare's circular letter for making 

wifion for the priſoners that may be brought into this go- 

ment by letters of marque. | | 

As I have not yet received the commiſſion nor inſtructions 

m the Lords of the Admiralty ; I muſt beg leave to wait 

e arrival of that authority before I can determine on the 

pediency of een we. or iſſuing the letters of marque. 

Your Lordſhip however, may be aſſured, that next to pay - 

ga ſtrict obedience to the letter and ſpirit of the King's in- 

ctions, I ſhall yield all due deference to your Lordſhip's 
es and judgment: in the mean time I ſhall loſe no oppor- 
ty of communicating to the ſecretary of ſtate, your ſen- 
pents on this ſubject, by tranſmitting him a copy of your 
ndſhip's letter, I arp, &c. 


jy of the uſual Commiſſion granted ſince paſſinr the act for 
anending, explaining, and reducing into one Act of Parliament 
the laws relating to the government of his Majeſty's ſhips, 
veſelr, and forces by ſea, to the commanding officers of fleets 
br -- 5g of ſhips of war, empowering them to order courts- 
martial, 


Linmens, dated February 224, 1779. 
BY the Commiſſioners for executing the office of 


&c. 2 

No. I.“ x | 
FOR the better maintaining a proper government and 
Adiſeipline in the ſquadron under your command, we 
Erby authorize you to call and afſemble courts-martial 
tn as you ſal ſee = Given &c, . 
0 1 25 y command of their Lordſhips. 


of fleets emp 5 1— ſoundings, &c. 
\- 2 3 


1 
* 


WILLIAM TR LON. 


thared in purſuance of an order of the h nburaple Henfe 77 


Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, 


No. I. Is a copyqf the commilfion granted to the commanding 
BY 


103 


— i 2 3 4 _— 
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I 


do hereby authoriſe you. to call and aſſemble courts-martial 


FT goyne to G 


in General Burgoyne's army, have not been delivered up, and 


"This opinion is warranted not only by the judgment of the mf 
officers, in fimilar caſes, in the courſe of the preſent war, pan 


Tour Committee further report, that *% Mos Yong 
eircumſtances attending the delivery of the Arms and military * 
4 | & * — 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 
BY the Commiſſioners for executing the office i 
Lord High Admiral of Great Britain and Irelan 
&c. | 
| No. II.* 


FOR the better maintaining a proper government a 
diſciplinc in the ſquadron under your command, V 


foreign parts, as often as you ſhall ſee occaſion. Given &. 
To | By command of their Lordſhip 


— —— — 


Copy a Letter from Lieutenunt- general Burgoyne, to Hen 
Lawrens, Preſident of the Congreſs, dated Cambridge, Feiru 
11, 1778. | | 

SIR, 

HAVING received from Major-general Heath, on t 
4th inſtant, Minutes of the Report of a committee of Ca 
grets, and conſiderations and reſolves ſubſequent thereup 

ated January the 8th, 1778, +I think myſelf called up 


th. 


3 „ 


* No. II. is a copy of the commiſſion granted to the command 
officers of fleets employed in foreign parts. 
+ Copy of the report referred to above. 
In Congreſs, January 3, 1778. 
The committee to whom the letters had paſſed between Gene 
Heath and GenEfal Burgoyne, and the letter from General! 
ral Gates, were committed, brought in a Report, ul 
was taken into conſideration and agreed to, as follows: 
That they have confidered; with mature attention, the convent 
entered into at Saratoga, between Major-gegeral Gates and LY 
nant - general Burgoyne, in October laſt, and find numbers of 
cartouch-boxes, and ſeveral other articles of military accoutrem 
annexed to the perſons of the non-commiſſioned officers and fold 


agreeably to the ſpirit of the convention, and, the technical int 
ation of the word arms,” they ought to have been deliverel 


proved writers, but by the integpretation and practice of 50 


larly in the capitulation of St. John's, on the 2d of November, 
re are fo many © 


* | 4 


78. DER AFT E S. 

public and private honour to offer a reply to ſuch parts 2s 
ud my perſonal conduct, together with other matters ari- 
from the explanation of facts. | 
iy ſtate of health, and the anxieties of my ſituation, oc- 
oned by ſome extraordinary occurrences here, render me 
y unfit for the undertaking ; but I choſe rather to hazard 
It 


ch excite ſtrong ſuſpicions that the convention has not been 
fly complied with on the part of General Burgoyne, agreeably 
k true ſpirit and the intention of the contracting parties, and 
any inſtances of former fraud in the conduct of our enemies, 
o juſtify Congreſs, however cautious to avoid even the ſuſpicion 
ant of good faith, in taking every meaſure for ſecuring the 
formance of the convention, which did not impoſe any new 
dition, nor tend to delay its execution. Of this nature your 
mittee confider the reſolution of Congreſs of the Sth of Novem- 
laſt, directing General Heath to cauſe to be taken down the 


"ru 


| le, and rank of every commiſſioned officer, and the name, for- 
place of abode, occupation, ſize, age and deſcription, of every 
up ommiſſioned officer and private ſoidier, and all other perſons 


pprehended in the convention of Saratoga.“ This cannot 
cnfidered as impoſing any new condition, but as a meaſure na- 
uly reſulting from the articles of convention, which the conquer- 
party has a right to avail itſelf of, and which is ſtrictly jullißa- 
bad no juſt ſuſpicion of the want of good faith in the party 
rendering preſented itſelf, Your committee are of opinion, 
che reaſons which General. Burgoyne adduces for refuſing a 
mpliance, are inapplicable to the caſe ; and they beg leave to ob- 
re, that he is totally miſtaken in his appeal to the conduct of 
Guy Carleton and himſelf, with reſpe to the priſoners releaſed 
Im Canada, in Auguſt 1776 ; for notwithſtandinggyis expreſs dep 
ation to the contrary, in his letter of the 23d of November | 
General Heath, it appears from the original liſt of the priſoners 
aſd from Canada, which is herewith preſented, that the provin- 
counties and; towns to which the priſoners releaſed belonged, 
annexed to their. reſpectiye names, and which, for the greater 
ary of the conquering party, were in the hand writing of the 
ſpective priſoners, , Your committee, therefore, cannot but con- 
r General Burgoyne's refuſal to give deſcriptive liſts of the non- 
anyloned officers, and ſoldiers belonging to his army, when con- 
with his forges genugt, and ill-grounded aſſertion on this 
e in 2p 2 ng point e more eſpecially when they 
51 Lat : that injps# days;preyviems to this refuſal, he had, without 
Veauſe gyvvy, geglared in a letter to General Gates, that the pub- 
ſüth, plighted. igathę convention of Saratoga, was broken on 
13 


200! 


* 


205 


PARLIAMENTARY Ay 
it in an imperfect ſtate, than to procraſtinate in a circumfſiy 
chat ſeems to me big with the moſt important conſequency 
and I commit the ſubſequent paper, Sir, to your hand, x 


channel that I conceive to be moſt proper to lay it ſpec 
before the Congreſs, - 


_— 


ud 


_ 


This charge of a breach of public faith is of a moſt ſeriown 
ture, pregnant with alarming — and deſerves greitet 
tention, as it is not dropped in a haſty expreſſion, dictated by ſu 
paſſion, but is delivered, as a deliberate act of judgment commit 
to writing, and ſent to the General with whom he made the co] 
tion; and if creditjs to be given to General Burgoyne's account 
himſelf, in his letter to General Heath of the 25th of Novenb bet 
he cannot be confidered ©* of ſo light a character, as to have n 
in a ſerious matter of ſtate upon a ſudden impreſſion.” 

The reaſoti on which he grounds this charge is, that the officen 
cluded in the convention have not, ſince their arrival in Maſh oo 
ſett's Bay, been accommodated with quarters, agreeable to their 

ive ranks. On which your committee beg leave to obſe 
that, from the ſudden and unexpected arrival of fo large a body 
troops, the concourſe of ſtrangers in and near Boſton, the den 
tion and deſtruction occafioned by the Britiſh army, not long fis 
blocked up in that town, and by the American army which bel 
them; and, conſidering that the officers were not to be ſepui n 
from their men, and that the troops could not be quartered 
val convenience in any other place within the limits pointed | 
and deſcribed in the convention, as there are not a ſufficient bi 
ber of barracks in any other part of that ſtate ; though from n 
and many other unavoidable circumſtances, the accommodation 
General Burgoyne and his officers might not be ſuch, as the pul 
would wiſh, ar- he expect, yet his charge of a breach of public 
Von this account, is not warranted either by the letter of the M es 
-minary atticles agreed on between himſelf and General Gates o WW! » 
14th of October, or by the ſpirit of the convention ſigned on WW her 
16th of the ſame month, flnce by an examination of theſe atti 
it will appear, that the ſtipulatioh-with teſpect to the quarter 
officers, was not to be conſtrued in that rigorous ſenſe in which n 
neral Burgoyne affects to conſider it, but on the contraty, ti 
was agreed to, as far as circumflances would admit.” | 
| Your committee forbear to lay any fireſs on the attempt of {Wb 
enemy to alter the place of embatrkation' from the port of Bowl 
that of Rhode-Ifland, or the Sougd, ſs tonrigghous to the pt 
New. Vork, which, as well as th of Rhode fand, is at pitta 
their poſſeſſion, on the ſeeming inadequate number of veſſel ny 
only twenty - fix tranſports ſent to Rhiode-Ifland; as appears it i ur 
from General Pigot to General Burgoyne, ed gt Decen) 
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he firſt article, in the proceedings referred to, ſtates, 
hat numbers of the cartouch-boxes, and ſeveral other 
es of military accoutrements, annexed to the perſons of 
non commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers in General Bur- 
e army, have not been delivered up, and that 9 
» n S 


ä — 
w . =. 


my conſiſting of 5642, in a winter voyage to Europe, or on the 

bability of the enemy's being able, on ſo ſhort a notice, to 

il ſuch a fleet and army for a voyage of ſuch a length; fince 

kclaration of Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, That the pub- 

ith is broke, js of itſelf ſufficient to juſtify Congreſs in taking » 

| meaſure for ſecuring the performance of the convention, which * 
ws of nations, in conſequence of this conduct will juſtify, _ 

beſe facts and opinions your committee, in a matter of ſuch 

moment to the honour and ſafety of theſe ſtates, eſteem it their 

to report ſpecially ; and conſidering that General Burgoyne 

x fully complied with the convention of Saratoga, particular- 

pat delivering up the cartouch-boxes and accoutrements, that 
expreſſly, and without juſt foundation, charged theſe ſtates 

a breach of public faith; that in conſequence of this declara- 

whilſt in our power, he may deem himſelf and the army under 

ibſolyed from their compact, and may therefore have refuſed 

lance with a meaſure naturally reſulting from the convention, 

hich only tended to render his officers and men inſecure, in cafe 

wavention on their part was not complied with; conſidering 

, that from the diſtance between America and Great Britain, 

1s no opportunity of accomodating this diſpute in any reaſona - 

riod of time with the Sovoreign of the ſtate, in behalf of which _ 

oavention was made; and that the operations of General Bur- 1 

's army in America would not only defeat the main object of 

vention, but prove highly prejudicial to the intereſt of theſe 

Your committee ſubmit the whole to the conſideration of 3 

neſs, in order that ſuch meaſures may be adopted, as are con- 

vith the ſafety and honour of the United States.” 

hereupon Congreſs came to the following reſolutions : N 

lolved, That as many of the cartouch- boxes, and ſeveral other 

6s of military accoutrements annexed to the perſons of the 

ummiſſioned officers and ſoldiers included in the convention 

Watoga, have not been delivered up, the convention, on the 7 

of the Britiſh army, has not been ſtrictly complied with 

red, That the refuſal of Lieutenant-general Burgoyne, to 

ee liſts — eee officers — privates 

Aug to his armygþ ſubfeque his declaration, that the pub- 

th was broke, 1s confidered y Con in an alarming an 


Fn, ſinoe a compliance with the reſolution of Congreſs, could 
are been prejudicial to that army, in caſe of an infraction of 


Relalred, 


Mrention on their part. 


* 


= 


convenient than pouches : the cartouch-boxes that rem 


both in the report and the reſolve, I truſt IL am Juſtifiad 


. which agreeable to the ſpirit of the convention, or the 4 


others were carried away under the eyes and with the ky 


ber, of a breach of public faith, on the part of thele ſtates, 
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ble to the ſpirit of the convention, and the technical inten 
tation of the word arms,” they ought to have been 
vered up ;” and the reſolves ariſing from this article af 
report expreſſes, © That as many of the cartouch-hy 
and ſeveral other articles of military accoutrements, ant 
ed to the perſons of the non-commitſioned officers and 
diers included in the convention of Saratoga, have not 
delivered up, the convention, on the part of the Britih 
my, has not been ſtrictly complied with.“ - I defire to 
in this matter to the recollection of General Gates, a 
rely upon his juſtice to vindicate my aſſertion, that 

cartouch-boxes, nor any other article of accoutrem 


nical,” or poſſible interpretation, could come under they 
< arms,” were refuſed to be delivered up, or clandeflu 
carried away, the cartouch-boxes, . v1z. thoſe that are i 
nically interpreted arms, or military ſtores, becauſe deli 
from the Tower of London with every new ſet of firek 


and bayonets, were by moſt regiments left in Canada, a 


were only thoſe of the light infantry companies : ſeven 
which were actually depoſited with the arms; and the ve 


ledge of General Gates. * 
The Congreſs having dwelt particularly upon this ch 


preſſing further upon their attention the report of the ons 
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Reſolved, Thar the charge made by Lieutenant-general 
goyne, in his letter to Major-general Gates, of the 14th of No 


warrranted by the juſt conſtruction of any article of the cone 
of Saratoga; that it is a ſtrong indication of his intentions, dl 
fords juſt grounds of fear, that he will avail himſelf of ſuch pre 
ed breach of the convention, in order to diſengage himſelf a 
army under him, of the obligation they are under to theſe UN 
States, and- that the ſecurity which theſe ſtates have had in hp 
ſonal honour is hereby deſtroyed. | i 
Reſolved therefore, That the embarkation of Lieutenant em 
ral Burgoyne, and the army under his command, be ſuſpend th: 
a diſtinct and explicit ratification of the convention at Saratog not 
be properly notified by the cou of Grtar Ryfrain to Congreſ tc, 
77 3 Extract Min the minutes. wer 
. Cnakxrzs TrwomesoN, SECRETINES. 

* [This Report was not laid before the Houſe ] ¶bece 


s 


Fay 


rer 


ho carried a meſſage to the troops, in conſequence of a eon- 
ration between General Gates and Major-general Phillips, 
0. I. which clearly demonſtrates the firſt ſenſe General 
tes entertained of the whole tranſaction; and the report of 
eutenant-colone] Kingſton, the deputy adjutant-general, 
„II. which refers to the time when the troops paſſed by 
neral Gates on their march, with all their accoutrements 
on their backs, ſome hours after the above meſſage, makes 
gener al's participation, conſent and approbation, after 
tion, equally evident. 
Thecommitte, in the next article, mention, other circum- 
neces attending the delivery of the arms and military ſtores, 
ich excite ſtrong ſuſpicions that the convention has not 
n ſtrictly complied with on the part of General Burgoyne, 
eeable to its true ſpirit, and the intention of the contract- 
ties. | | 
te congreſs will be too juſt to lay any cenſure upon me 
not anſwering an allegation propounded in ſuch general 
ms, and the objects of which I do not comprehend. As 
na is it in my power to conceive the objects alluded to by 
cr words of the ſame paragraph, former frauds in the con- 
jt of our enemies.” My conſternation in finding the Bri- 
honour in treaties impeached, is the only ſentiment I 
| expreſs upon the ſubject. 
Lhe committee proceed to ſtate, as a neceſſary meaſure 
nung ſecuring the performance of the convention, “ the reſo- 
ons of Congreſs of the 8th of November laſt, directing 
feral Howe to cauſe to be taken down the names and rank 
ery commiſſioned officer, and the name, former place of 
le, occupation, ſize, age, and deſcription of every non- 
iſoned officer, private ſoldier, and all other perſons 
Iprehended in the convention of Saratoga.“ 
might be thought improper in me to renew the arguments 
in my letter to Major-general Heath, dated November 
uz, which has been already under the conſideration of 
I Congreſs, and upon which they have decided, reſpecting 
hi mpoſing new conditions, by inſiſting upon the deſcrip- 
lit; but I am under the neceſſity of repreſenting, that 
nt-Mcommittce have not attended to the words of my letter, 
I they obſerve, „ am totally miſtaken in my appeal.“ 
w not mean to deny that the priſoners names, countries 
ne towns, were taken down in Canada, I always knew 
vere, and for this plain reaſon, that they bound them- 
to return to Canada upon a demand, and it was there- 
tecelſary to know their abodes. 9 2 
UL. XI. E e The 
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and I believe them too accurate to have omitted a cirew 


ſpecifed, of aſcertaining the priſoners, and the place wh 
they were to be found, in caſe it ſhould be judged expedt 


ven, declared, 1n a letter to General Gates, that the bs 
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The committee do not ſtate that deſcriptive lifts were u 


ſtance ſo material to make the caſes parallel; but wer 
otherwiſe in any. inftances to which I have been a ſtray 
in Canada, I venture ſtill to perſevere in my aſſe tions, t 
in thoſe inſtances where I was preſent, deſcriptive its 
not made at all, nor any liſts or ſignatures propoſed u 
ſuſpicion of public faith, or any other ground than that aj 


to recal] them. 

It will be for the candour and juſtice of the Conor 
confider, that in my letter to Major-general Heath, d 
November the 23d, my refuſal was founded tolcly ont 
idea, that the application was diſhonourable aud unpre 
dented ; and as a farther proof that the committee h 
placed this refuſal in a point of view more alarming d 
it deſerves, I beg leave to refer the Congrets to other let 
which paſſed between General Heath and me upon thish 
ject (No. III. and IV.) and they will find that when a 
cedent was produced, I only required time to convincen 
ſelf the parallel held; and though, from a: unhappy af 
to which my time has been neceſſarily devoted, and 
period for the delivery of ſuch lifts not preſſing, I wit 
held my final anſwer, I am perſuaded General Heath, a 
thoſe of his officers with whom I have converſed upon 
ſubject, plainly ſaw I meant to comply upon the precede 
as ſtated in his letter of the 21ſt of January, 

I confeſs, Sir, that. feeling for the honour of Sir 
Carleton, who commanded at Canada at the time, as ent 
man does who knows him, I find it impoſſible to leave 
noticed the matter General Heath has thought proper 
intermix with his precedent, in the letter referred to; 
I take leave, for one moment's digreſſion, to obſerve, t 
our own officers, of all ranks, in the land ſervice, at 
lowed no more than three quarters of a ration on boardi 
of our ſhips, nor is any diſtinction of ration made for 
officers of any rank, it being ſuppoſed that they ſupply ti 
ſelves, at their private expence, with different fare. 

The committee have thought proper to blend with t 
obſervation upon my refuſal of deſcriptive liſts, my ford 
conduct, and more eſpecially the conſideration, that Nl 
days previous to this refuſal, I had, without juſt cauſe 


4 
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th, plighted in the convention of Saratoga, was broken 
the part of the States;” and great ftreſs is laid, that my 
claration was not dropped in a haſty expreſſion, dictated 
ſudden paſſion, but 1s delivered as a deliberate a& of 
gment. c | 
lam ſo unfortunate not to have preſerved any copy of 
letter ſtared to be of ſuch ſerions conſequence ; but that 
7 circumFance, joined to the conſcions rectitude of my 
n intentions, 1s to myſelf a proof that it cannot bear 
interpretation the committee give it, if taken upon the 
eral context. 

well remember that I meant to inform General Gates, 
at the treaty was not complied with in reſpect to the 


1 


on oolation of quartering officers; and in whatever words I 
pe have ex preſſed that idea, though I do not retain them 
e my memory, I will venture to pronounce, that upon an 


partial reviſion, and compared with attendant circum- 

nces, they would be found to amount to no more than a 

Il upon General Gates to ſee the complaint redreſſed. 8 

To prove that ſuch a call was warranted, I tranſmit here- | 

th (No. V.) the reports of the Britiſh and German corps, | 

th reſpecting the officers and the men, and to mark that L | | 

| not conſider the article of the treaty, in this reſpect, in a | 

porous ſenſe, as the committee ſuppoſe me to have done; | 

tin the latitude they themſelves give it upon the words 

ij far as circumſtances would admit,” I cannot forbear to 

reſent, that notwithſtanding the concourſe of ſtrangers, 

late devaſtation and deſtruction of the neighbourhood, and 

ry other circumſtance the committee have been informed 

in extenuation of the treatment of the troops, circum- 9 

ces did fully admit the accommodation of officers, There | 

, 2t the time of the above complaints, houſes more than = 

bcient for the purpoſe; ſome of them, as I have been in- = 

med, under ſequeſtration, and poſſeſſed only by tenants an 

vill, over which the council of the Maflachuſetts had, = 

quently, controul; others poſſeſſed by perſons who 

Iuld have been willing to receive officers, had they not 

n prevented by the committee of Cambridge; and during 

time, after being preſſed into Cambridge through bad 

ather, inconvenience and fatigue, without any prepara- 

made to receive the ſuperior officers, I was lodged in a 

krable public-houſe; and, in ill health, obliged to par- 

with Major-general Phillips, two very ſmall dirty rooms | 

vurſelves, our aid-de-camps, and the ſtaff of the army | 
| 2 2 : then = 
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then preſent, having been amuſed, from day to day, for nt 
a fortnight, with the expectation of proper accommodatic 
I was only at laſt relieved by conſenting to pay, upon ap 
vate bargain, a larger ſum for an unfurniſhed houſe out of 
pair, than would have been required for. a palace in t 
deareſt metropolis in the world. And under theſe circu 
ſtances I wrote to General Gates. Had they been knoyny 
the committee at the time they formed their report, the 
would probably have ſpared a ſarcaſm: upon my letter, ay 
have ſuppoſed I might have dropped a haſty and unguar 
ed expreſſion. Should any further refutation of this chay 
be thought neceſſary, I refer to the circumſtances of t 
officers conſenting to ſign their parole after the date of i 
letter to General Gates, they having previouſly refuſed fot 
do, upon preſumption that the ſtipulations in regard tothe 
quarters were abuſed, Upon the. faith of General Heat 
1 made myſelf guarantee for the fulfilling of the treaty int 
only part complained of; and the act of ſigning by a gen 
concurrence, cannot but be looked upon as the fulleſt pra 
of confirmation and ratification on our part, and when ct 
ſidered, muſt obliterate every impreſſion relative to u 
thinking ourſelves abſolved from our former compact. 
The committee not having profeſſed to lay any fires 
the attempt (as they think proper to term it) “ to alterth 
place of embarkation, or on the ſeeming inadequate num 
of veſſels at Rhode Iſland, or on the improbability. ef bein 
able to victual the fleet and army for a voyage of ſuch length, 
and the plan of this addreſs being only to anſwer matter x 
lative to myſelf, I might wave touching thoſe ſubjects, by 
truſt it will not be thought miſplaced to remark, that Gt 
neral Pigot's letter, to which the committee refer, mention 
that twenty-ſix tranſports from the Delaware were off th 
harbour's mouth, at Rhode Iſland, but no expreſſion in ti 
letter implies that the fleet was not to conſiſt of more from N 
York, or any other place; and in regard to the viQualing 
not only pledge my own veracity, but that of the moſt hy 
and reputable characters at Rhode Iſland, that the fleet y 
fully victualled for four months, for the whole of the l 
army and ſeamen. <8 RED : 
After theſe explanations and anſwers to the ſeveral cba 
contained in the report, &c, I truſt no words of fo hark 
nature, as to imply a diftruſt of my perſonal honour, will 
. ſuffered to remain in the journals of Congreſs. 
But ſhould any doubt ſtill ſubſiſt, that the idea of bei 


releaſed from the engagements of the convention * X 


ted by any part of the troops, I am confident there is not 
officer who will not join his ſignature to mine, for a 
ther pledge of faith, provided the ſuſpenſion is imme- 
tely taken off, and animated by the moſt ſubſtantial prin- 
les of truth and honour, I propoſe to the Congreſs this 
} expedient within my power, to reſtore the mutual con- 
nce of the contracting parties in the convention of- Sara- 
„and to ſave at once Great Britain and America from 
more ſerious evils than we reciprocally endure in the pro- 
tion of our unhappy conteſt, 


CoPles of the REFERENCES. 


No 8 A 


wort of Lieutenant Noble, acting aid-de-camp to Major- 
general Phillips. 


athe courſe of converſation at Saratoga, October 17, 1777, 
eard Major-general Gates ſay, that he did not mean to in- 
private property; and as the colonels would ſuffer by 
loſs of their accoutrements, the ſoldiers might take them. 
as the officer ſent to the commanding officers to tell them, 
ſoldiers were to keep their accoutrements; they had taken: 
n off with a deſign to leave them behind, and upon my de- 
ring the meſſage, they put them on again. This was 
ore dinner—Major-general Phillips and Major-general. 
s were together. | | 


WM. NoBLE, Lieut. 21ſt Reg. 33 


No. II. 


werſation between Major- general Gates and Lieutenant- 
: colonel King ſton. | 


it the convention of Saratoga, October 17, 1777, when 

troops marched with their accoutrements, General Gates 

me, if it was not cuſtomary for arms and accoutrements 

b? together, —Replying, that the accoutrements were the 

Onels, and private property, General Gates ſaid, very ” 
; they are yours as ſuch, and becauſe we have not men- 

td them in the convention. 

RokEK T KincsTon, D. A. G. 

No. III. 
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Neo. III. 


E xtraft of a letter from General Heath, dated Fanuary 21, in 


| - You are pleaſed to obſerve, that in regard to giving | 
names, viz. &c. &c. your opinion not being changed, y 
are under the neceſſity of referring me to your former | 
upon that ſubject; but at the ſame time aſſure me, that i 
will point out to you the inſtances I alluded to, where fin 
lar demands have been made by Britiſh officers, and cony 
ed with, you will give the matter further conſideration, x 
further anſwer, and then conclude, that in Canada ] kn 
the caſe was directly the reverſe.” As your excellency g 
rs inclined to appeal to the conduct of the offi 
in Canada, I will give you an inſtance, and a recent u 
too, from that quarter, which I think will be fully ſuffici 
without mentioning others. The American officers a 
ſoldiers, taken by the army under your command, at a 
near T iconderoga, and ſent down to Canada, are now n 
turned home under parole; their treatment was as folloz 
which I have from a Captain Walcott, of Colonel M. 
ſhall's regiment : When they got to Quebec, the officers g 
their- paroles, and directly after they were all ſent on be 
the man of war indiſcriminately with the privates; and t! 
were told by the officers on board, that they knew no differen 
between them, as they looked upon the government f 
made them to be nothing; and before they were ſent hon 
the following deſcriptions were taken of the ſoldiers, i 
their names, the province, country, and town where ti 
belonged to, age, ſize, and complexion: Officers andn 
being intermixed together, had two thirds of a ration pert 
without diſtinction. After mentioning theſe inſtances, d 
I hope you will have no further objection in complying i 
the requiſition ſent you for taking the deſcriptions of 
. troops of the convention. | 
2 
Your excellency's 
moſt obedient ſervant, 


W. HEAT: 


Lieutenant- general Burgoynes 


No. 


No, IV. 


1778. 


py of a letter from General Burgoyne, to Major General 
Heath, Fanuary 24, 1778. 
8 1 R, by 


erday, ſooner, but the buſineſs of the court- martial has 
ken up my whole time; the officersꝰ fuſees have been order- 
in; tney will be ſafely kept at my quarters, and 1 will be 
ſponſible for their not being returned to the officers while 
ey remain here. Theſe fuſees are no part of the public 
es; they are private property; if you make a point of their 
ng g · ven into your cuſtody, I muſt beg a little time to re- 
upon it, With regard to the other matter, concerning 
petlon al deſcriptions of the troops, I muſt give it ſerious 
nideration, and I conceive the delay cannot be attended 
th any diſapointment, as any time before the embarkation 
|| equally anſwer the purpoſe for which you require it. 
I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, | 
J. BURGOYNE. 

jr-general Heath, 


No. V. 


fance of the remon/frances made to the general by the command- 
no officers of the troops of the convention, ſoon after their ar- 
wal at Cambridge, 


he dictates of humanity, as well as our duty, prompt us 
lay before your excellency our humble repreſentation: on 
ſtate of ourſelves, and of the officers and ſoldiers under 
command. We beg of your excellency to intereſt your- 


„br us, and, by your remonſtrances, to remedy the ill 
ment which we now undergo, and of which we have 
oo much reaſon to complain. 


cording to one of the articles of the convention, which 
r excellency made with Major-general Gates, it was 
e, that the officers ſhould be conveniently lodged, ac- 
ung to their different ranks. Inſtead of this article bei 

led, we are put into barracks, made of ſingle boards; 
lix, and ſeven officers in one room, without any diſtinc= 
of rank. ah | | {nr exact 
he ſoldiers barracks, in general, are ſo very bad, that the 


offered themſelves to repair their barracks, upon mate- 
rials 


* 


| ſhould have anſwered your letter, received the day before 


are not ſheltered from the cold, or rain, though they - 


ans | 
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rials being delivered to them; they are twenty, and twen 
four in a room, three in a birth, are without candle, 4 
' ſcarce receive wood enough to cook their victuals, muchk 
to warm their rooms, 

Theſe, but too well founded, complaints, occaſion an u 
verſal diſcontent among the troops; deſertion, and other | 
-rious conſequences, for which we cannot be anſwerabe, 
much to be feared ; we feel much leſs concerned for our og 
private convenience, than for that of the troops unter 

-command. : | ; 

We are too well convinced of your excellency's goody 

to doubt a moment of this remonſtrance being taken into c 
ſideration. We are well aſſured, that you will inſiſt uy 
and obtain thoſe advantages to which the convention intit 
the troops; we imagine they ought, in juſtice, to be 

upon the ſame footing as in the winter 1775, when the Bt 
tiſh troops were in garriſon in Boſton. 
We put our fate into the hands, and under the protefi 
of your excellency, and have the honour'to be, with t 
greateſt reſpect, &. &c. Ha mo 

Signed by the brigadier-generals, and officers commanding an 


„ * 


Should the firſt letter, which my aid-de- camp will haue 
honour, to deliver to you, fail in the intended effect of re 
ing the convention of Sarotoga to its original force, and 
Congreſs adhere to their reſolves of January 8th, I beco 
Jubje&'ts the'dilemma of ſacrificing, probably my life, : 
certainly much nearer intereſts, or to accept a paſsport 
England, ſhould the Congreſs think proper to grant it 
matter of indulgence, | | 
Principle and duty require me to avow that, did I conc 
theicaule of my king and country to be involved, or theg 

ueſtion, upon the point of public faith, to be commi 
by my conceſſion, theſe perſonal ſacrifices ſhould be 
But conſcious that a requeſt, founded upon individual 
private concerns, cannot be prejudicial to the political ii. 
reſts or intentions of Great Britain; and perſuaded, thi 
compliance” with them can as little affect the ſame 
ſiderations in America, I addreſs myſelf to you, Sir, as 
channel which I conceive to be the moſt proper, to lay bel 
the Congreſs the following repreſentations and applica 
- $orcteelief; © © | 1 


b 


7 01 


ms. DB AT E s. 


My health, to which the climate of America was al ways 
rerſe, has lately declined by more than ordinary degrees. 

The ſymptoms of a complaint I have been ſubject to be- 
re, and to which the Bath waters have been found the only 


byſician, as well as my own, that my life, under God, de- 
-nds in a great meaſure upon that reſource. | 


xtent, and of a very complicated nature, lie open by rea- 
n of my abſence; and my death before they are ſettled, 
ght occaſion much embarraſſment, and great injury to my 
ations and friends, 


e and humanity ; another yet remains for generous conſi- 
ration. | | 
By my detention in this country, I am deprived of every 
ſible means to give an account of my actions; and my 
aracter ſtands expoſed, after an intricate and unſucceſsful 
mpaign, to all the aſperſions and erroneous interpretations, 
the malevolent, the prejudiced, or the miſinformed, 
y chuſe to caſt upon it. | | 
duch hardſhips of ſituation, whether conſidered ſeverally or 
Ileftively, will, I truſt, carry a weight that no ardour of 
ſity, or other circumſtance of theſe unhappy times, can 
D0le. : 
ln this confidence, and conſcious of the favour I have re- 
reſtſtedly ſhewn the officers of the continental troops, upon 
leſs urgent exigencies, I aſk of the Congreſs leave for 
ech elf, the 45 of my family, whoſe names and ranks 
tranſmitte FE vith, and my ſervants, to return to Eng- 
d, by Rhode Iſland, New York, or any other expeditious 
te the Congreſs ſhall appoint. - I am ready to renew my 
ations, if thought neceſſary, to all the ſtipulations of 
nc] convention of Saratoga; and ſcorning to withdraw my- 
upon leſs reaſons than life and honour, from any poſſible 


e 
- of my profeſſion, I am willing to give a parole, that 
meld the ſuſpenſion of embarkation be by any means pro- 
aal ed beyond the time apprehended, I will return to America 
abi demand of the Congreſs; and due notice given, re- 


up my perſon into their power, and abide the com- 

ne confi fate of my brethren in this army. „ 
ie eee I am, &c. &c. 

; IJ. BurGovNE, 

11C2 A a | 
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medy, are daily increaſing; and it is the opinion of my 


Accounts with the treaſury of Great Britain, to great 8 


Theſe cireumſtances apply to the general principles of juſ- 
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To William Brough, Eſq. 


Earl 
\ N ugent . 


and whereas we think proper that you ſhould take theft 


land, notice of which he had given before the holidays. 


* 
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5 Fanny 14, 1779. 
The hon. Admiral Keppel (a member) being at this in 
on his trial, Mr. Buller from the admiralty, preſented to tl 
Houſe the following Copy of a warrant by the commiſſigr 
for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of Great Brits 
and Ireland, &c. | | 
WHEREAS we have iſſued our order to Sir Thomas Pye 
Admiral of the white · ſquadron of his Majeſty's fleet, to hd 
a court martial at Portſmouth on Thurſday next, the ythy 
this month, for the trial of the honourable Auguſtus Keppe 
Admiral of the blue ſquadron of his Majeſty's fleet, upon 
charge exhibited againſt him by Vice-Admiral Sir Hug 
Pallifer, for miſcondu&t and negle& of duty on the 21th a 
28th of July laſt, in ſundry inſtances therein mentioned 


Admiral, the honourable Auguſtus Keppel, into your et 
tody, and attend him to and from the ſaid court; you 
hereby required and directed to repair to Admiral Rene 
and acquaint him therewith : but as it is not our intenti 
that he ſhould be put under any greater inconvenience 
confinement than is abſolutely neceſſary, you are to take! 
honour for his appearance at Portſmouth on or before t 
faid 5th day of this month, and on his arrival, attend hin 
and from the court during the continuance of his trial, 
then to diſpoſe of him as the court martial ſhall direQ, 
which this ſhall be your warrant. 3 
Given prog our hands and ſeal of the office of adm 
ty, this iſt day of January, 1779. 
l ok rt BRL T. BULLER, L1sBURY 


Marſhal of the Admi- 
ralty, or his Deputy. : 
By command of their lordſhips. PHIL. STEVE 

Adjourned to Fanuary 19. | 

1 5 January 19. 

Earl Nugent moved, that an account be laid before 
Houſe of all exports and their amount, of merchandise 
ed from this kingdom to Ireland, and of all 11npotts 
reland into this kingdom, from the firſt of January, ! 
to the firſt of January, 1979; which motion was agreed 
His Lordſhip explained his meaning for making this mo 
by ſay ing, that it was preparatory to the motion for lean 

bring in a bill for granting further relief to the trade 0 


repre 


-» 


Lk, © © 2-4 7TE6 


preſented the inhabitants of Ireland as being in a famiſhing | 
ndition, and appealed to two noble lords in adminiſtration 
r the truth of his aſſertion; and he ſaid that a ſecretary of the 
ceroy was juſt come over, expreſſly to lay before govern- 
ent the deplorable ftate of Ireland; he referred to a letter 
e had received from Dr. Woodward, dean of Clogher, men- 
joning that all had been done that could be effected by con- 
bution to relieve the ſtarving poor, but in vain ; employ- 
ent alone could remedy the evil. He appealed to the noble 
rd at the head of the treaſury, for the truth of another ob- 
ration 3 that the revenue of Ireland is fo diminiſhed, that 
now yields little more than the expences of its civil eſta- 
iſhment. Theſe facts pointed the neceſſity, as we had loſt 
Ir trade with our American dolonies, of taking care we did 
t loſe Ireland next, by a ſeparation or invaſion. If our im- 
litic reſtraints were not removed from the trade of that 
untry, we ſhould loſe our beſt cuſtomers for many articles 
fmerchandize. He ſaid good eftates in Ireland were offered 
d fale at ſixteen and fourteen years purchaſe, yet no buyers 
peared even at that low price. | 

He expected to be oppoſed by thoſe who had particular in- 
reſts to ſupport againſt the national welfare intended b 
is bill; but he remembered many fimilar oppoſitions to bills 
hich had, after they had paſſed, and the good effects had 
en experienced, been highly applauded. For inſtance, 
e bill for importing bar- iron from America, was ſtrongly 
poſed by the parties concerned in mines and iron- works at 
me ; yet it was found that Great Britain did not produce 
tenth part of the iron wanted for conſumption. He de- 
ared himſelf as warm a friend to England as any man in the 
ouſe ; and if he did not think it was promoting the intereſt 
f this country to grant Ireland relief to her trade he would 
ot move it, neither did he ever chooſe to move any thing in 
bat Houſe which he was not ſure of carrying, He con- 
uded with a kind of prophecy, that if Ireland was not aſ- 
ſed in her commerce, it might become a queſtion there to 
tte a ſum for the ſupport of that country, from the in- 
Wfhciency of its own revenue. e 

The ellablihment of a cotton manufactory, and leave to 
port the manufacture to Great Britain, with leave to ex- 
It and import to and from America, the Weſt Indies, and 
rica, were the points he had in contemplation; and he 
meluded with ſaying, if all he wiſhed could not be obtain- 
„ he muſt be ſatisfied with a part. | 
BY Fs Hon, 
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Hon. Sol. Hon. Colonel Stanley defired Lord Nugent would give: 
Stanly. long notice as poſſible of the day he ſhould bring in his hi 
that his conſtituents might be early appriſed of it, as not 
town of Mancheſter, but all the manufacturing towns int 
3 country concerned in the cotton branches, were alarmed. 
Tage 6 Sir George Longe intreated the noble Earl not to hurry 
3 a bill of ſuch conſequence; but wait for better informatig 
He could not conſider the ſtate of Ireland in the melanchd 
light it had been deſcribed ; but if the people really were f 
miſhing, it was not owing to the trade laws of this count 
but to miſmanagement in their own internal police, and & 
fired that might be enquired into. | 
Right Hon, Right Hon. Z. Town/hend reminded the Houſe, that by 
T. Tewn- narrow policy America had been loſt, and bid them beware 
. loſing Ireland. He declared himſelf impartial, not havi 
any property in Ireland; yet he conſidered his property 
England as dependent in a great meaſure on the proſper 
of Ireland; and as a member of the community, He wiſhe 
to remove thoſe partial reſtraints on her trade, which c 
tainly are the cauſe of her diſtreſſes. : 

There being no queſtion before the Houſe, the order « 
the day was called for, which put ag end to the converl 
tion. Read the mutiny hill, &c. 
| | January 21. 
Mr. Fenkin= Mr. Jenkinſon, lately appointed ſecretary at war, inform 
the Houſe of his intention to propoſe a repeal of the af 
laſt ſeſſion for recruiting the land forces; not that he obj:U 
to the baſis of the bill, but becauſe he had ſeveral alterati 
and additions to offer, which would make it requiſite to tra 
a new bill. On a careful inſpection, he found that ſimil 
acts to that of laſt year had been uſually paſſed in all form 
wars; and the chief advantage ariſing from them, was f 
number of volunteers brought in, under the apprehenfion( 
being preſſed, if they did not enter voluntarily: he was then 
fore of opinion, that every poſfible encouragement ſhould! 
held forth to volunteers, that preſſing might be rendered i 

leſs neceflary. | 4 
The act of laſt year, in his opinion, did not offer all 
advantages to volunteers that might be expected, and it“ 
owing to this that it did not ſucceed. Upon this account! 
had ſtudied every probable plan to render the ſervice en 
eligible to free recruits ; and ſhould mention his propoſition 
that the Houſe might have time to reflect on them, if Ie 
ſhould be granted him to bring in a bill, during its prog! 
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t was his intention to make the reception of the bounty | 
re eaſy, by enlarging the powers of the commiſſioners of 
land tax, and enabling them to pay it into the hands of 
commanding officer. He would likewiſe make a clear 
inction between the preſſed man and the volunteer, in the 
ited time of ſervice. The preſſed man ſhould be obliged, 
ſerve five years, but the volunteer only three, or during 
war; then to obtain his diſcharge and be exempted from 
ing compulſively in any line of military duty whatever. 
would alſo allow volunteers the ſame privilege as an en- 
gement that was granted to the ſoldiers as a reward for 
ices in the laſt war; they ſhould be free after their three 
ſervice, or upon a peace, to ſet up any trade or art in any 
rate town in Great Britain. The ſtandard for ſize and 
ige intitled to the bounty, ſhould be altered to five feet 
inches and ſixteen years of age. He took notice of 
great bounties given for men by the owners of privateers, 
ch had hurt the recruiting ſervice laſt war; but he ex- 
Id his hopes that the privileges to be offered by the new 
which could not be granted by the owners or-captains of 
ateers, would make volunteers prefer the King's ſervice. 
Ine, he moved, “That leave be given to bring in a bill 
peal the act of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament for recruiting 
Majeſty's land forces, and to ſubſtitute better proviſions in 
thereof,” . e 
lonel Barre expreſſed his hearty concurrence, and was Col. Barre. 
to find an idea of his own adopted, with reſpe& to the 
limited for the duration of the ſervice of volunteers. 
gentleman and Mr. Townſhend wiſhed the meaſure had 
propoſed before the holidays, 'that the bill might have 
m a forward ſtate, and printed for the uſe of the mem- 
and their conſideration during the receſs. l 
5 anuary 21 and 22. 
o debate. Adjourned to January 25. 

f Fanuaty 25. | 
lof the Houſe put off to February 11. | 
f. Townſhend obſerved that the call of the Houſe had of Mr. Tewn- 
been little attended to, he hoped and wiſhed the order of fend 
Houſe might now be enforced, | 8 1 5 
committee on Mr. Jenkinſon's recruiting bill. 
pon a motion for reading it paragraph by paragraph, 
. Turner declared his ſentiments againft proceeding any Mr. Turner. 
er in this bill, becauſe he looked upon it to be a preſſing 
ad not a recruiting bill, and he could not reconcile it = „ 

5 a 0 | 


i ; 
7 
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Sir George 
Tenge. 


mo 


recruits the army could have. | 
reported. | pictt 


Kir Herbert 


Mackworth. 


ing officers on the magiſtrates at the quarter ſeflion, fl 


Mr. Featin= Mr. Fenkinſon contended, that it had always been lef 
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his conſcience that any legiſlature had a power to makey 
ing legal. The ſenſe of the commitree being to pro 
the bill was read paragraph by paragraph, and occaſion 
mixed converſation. | | ; | 

Sir George Yonge propoſed that the attendance of the 


be compelled by a clauſe in the act. 


war- office to pu niſh officers for any neglect of 4 
and the committee rejected the clauſe, 


Mr. Gren= Mr. Grenville propoſed, that more notice ſhould be; 
vill. to the magiſtrates of the times of meeting to carry e 
into execution; a clauſe was inſerted accordingly, Wn 
moved, that perſons convicted at the quarter ſeſſi 
having run away from their wives and children, and He- 
puniſhable by tranſportation or hard labour, for ſuch ofieliiſen 
as incorrigible rogues, by ſtatute of 27th George II. Me 
in lieu thereof be delivered to the recruiting officer; ¶M o 
able bodied men, be deemed to all intents and purpoſa ur 
lifted, and that the recruiting officer ſhould pay to the © 
ſeers of the poor of the pariſh 40s. towards the mainten ade 
ol his family. Thisclauſealſo paſſed. 
Sir G Sir George Savile, Mr. Macdonald, the Sollicitor Gu 
Sovile, F.. and Mr. Moreton, were for extending the age of able mea 
| 16 to 50, inſtead of 45, as it ſtood before; this alterationWne 
-. carried. he 
Sir George Sir George Yonge moved for excepting married . h 
Tenge having three children, from being impreſſed. t pa 


In reply, it was ſaid, that ſuch married men were in an 
ral more profligate, debauched and idle than finglet 
deſerted their families, and left them chargeable to tan the 
riſhes. Object ions being made to the age of 16, that e. a 
that age had not arms long enough to manage common u 
quets, General Conway and Sir William Howe aiding 
ſuch youths, being in a growing condition, were tit 

The bill was ordered 


Upon a motion of Sir Herbert Mackworth, the qui 
tion of the Welch commiſfioners of the land- tax, why a car 
to be only 5ol. was made 1001, He thought the fornaand a 


- degrading the Welch gentlemen ; and as they were toe dill v 


>» 


Mr. 0rd. 


this law in common with the Engliſh commiſſionem t vie 
_ qualifications ſhould be the ſame. a | 


3 | January 26. of et 
Mr. Ord brought up the report of the recruiting bWhenſ: 


cnpatience of gentlemen, becauſe he ſo very rarely called upon 
co exerciſe either the one or the other. His fentiments, 
roteſted, aroſe from no factious view, no wiſh to oppoſe 
ament, no deſire to gratify party; they were the ſin- 
ſentiments of his heart, the offspring of his feelings, un- 
noted, untutored, and uncommunicated. Such as they 
| he ſubmitted them to the judgment of the Houſe. 
le did not by any means approve of the principle of the 
ent bill, which was confeſſedly calculated to recruit our 
ies for the purpoſe of carrying on a ruinous, offenſive war 
Imerica; a war, which in his opinion, ought for every reaſon 
vlicy and humanity to be abandoned. If we wiſhed to 
eve ourſelves from our deſperate ſituation, and to avoid 
nding ruin, the only means of effecting ſo deſirable an 
conſiſted, not in recruiting our armies, but in recruit- 
our councils, Enliſt new miniſters, and purſue new 
ſures, Not that he meant to have it underſtood that he 
one of the general herd of complainers, or that he 
idered our paſt misfortunes as an incontrovertible proof of 
want of wiſdom in adminiſtration. He had no ſuch idea; 
he contrary he knew that ſeveral of thoſe who were em- 
ed in the firſt offices of government, were men of ſound 
ment, unimpeachable integrity, and extenſive talents; 
when he conſidered the tremendous ſtate of national af- 
he thought that all the men of abilities, let them be of 
t party they would, ſhould be called upon for their ad- 
and aſſiſtance. He therefore wiſhed moſt anxiouſly that 
emen would forego their animoſities, their prejudices, 
their paſſions; that a coalition of parties might take 
, and unanimity of .ſentiment might once more prevail. 
m unanimity and the exertion of a general zeal to ſave 
kingdom, he ſaid, he alone expected that immediate ruin 
be avoided, He had little ſkill as an artiſt; but there 
great and maſterly painters on both ſides the chair ; 
picture of the country which had been more than once 
m by the Salvator Roſas of the oppoſite ſide the Houſe 
a capital exhibition; it was grand and ſublime, but dread- 
nd alarming, The honourable gentleman who propoſed 
bill was a more flattering artiſt, and had given a very dif- 
Mt view indeed of the ſame country. If the likeneſs was 
b ſtriking, if his outline was not ſa true and accurate as 
of the gentlemen of the oppoſite ſchool, he had amply 
penſated for this trifling defect, by a richneſs of colour- 
N brillancy of ſky, a glow of tints which would Ne 
6 : a done 


r Charles Bunbury roſe and ſaid, he took the liberty of then Sir Charles 
fling them, and he was the rather aſſured of the indulgence Bunbury. 
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had lately left that Houſe in conſequence of his promoti 


dividuals. F 


There is another ornament of his country, a gentle 


Sir Charles purſued his me taphorical alluſion to painting for a copfidealet L 
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done honour to a Claude Lorrain.' He was no pit 
but ſomething like his brother, though with inferior poy 
pencil; any thing therefore that he ſhould attempt to. 
ate, would be found to be a mere' ſketch, a rough out 
and a rude daubing,* To drop all further metaphor, he 
far, as he had before ſaid, from thinking all the 
miniſtry wanting in capacity, The noble Lord in the RF 
ribbon was poſſeſſed of a ſound underſtanding, an honeſt n 
and moſt reſpectable abilities. I he learned gentleman, 


a high office, he had often liſtened to with pleaſure, 
manly ſenſe, quick diſcernment, profound ſagacity, andy 
profeſſional knowledge; his love of juſtice and his fim 
of mind, qualified him in the fulleſt manner to be the 
viſer of his King, in a moment of ſo much danger, 2 
which the counſel of wiſe and upright men, was ſo el 
tially neceſſary as at preſent, W heg he conſidered the; 
tlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe, he ſaw among iN 
men of the firſt abilities, and men whoſe talents migt 


this criſis be exerciſed equally to their own honour 2e 


ſervice of the ſtate. | 
Sir Charles then ſpoke of the talents of three gentle 
of the oppoſition ¶ Mr. Burke, Mr. Dunning and Mr.] 


in terms of the higheſt panegyrick. The fruitful ima 


tion of the firſt, his brilliancy of thought, -powerful 
3 ſtrict integrity of conduct, and refined Celica 

entiment, he ſaid, pointed him out as a fit perſon to bet 
ployed in government. With regard to the ſecond, hisg 
knowledge of both profeſſional and political affairs; his 
and penetrating perception, his found underſtanding, 
unſullied honour, and his wite decifions upon every point 
2 to, rendered him eſſentially qualified to affiſt in 

oring the loſt dignity of Great-Britain, and as almoſ 
Ty man in that Houſe, as well as almoſt every man wit 
doors, when he thought either his perſon, his propert), 
bis fame in danger, ran eagerly to him and ſolicited hi 
fiſtance and protection, he faw no reaſon why his cout 
ſhould not have the benefit of his great abilities as well viſor 


Of the third gentleman he ſpoke in the following word 


with whom I have the honour and happineſs to live in 
moſt familiar hahits, of whoſe extraordinary talents yo! 
daily witneſſes, but whoſe real character (isfgured 3 


% 
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my, and thoſe ſhameful and unfounded aſperſions which 

y daily from an unreftrained and licentious preſs) is yet 
own to you, Permit me, impelled by the partiality of 
ndſhip, and ftill more by a zeal for truth, to {hew to you, 

| through you to his country, this valuable man in his 

per colours, that you may know to whom to look for 
ance in this hour of peril and calamity. To dwell on 
ſhrewdneſs of his underſtanding, on the liberality of his 

ted mind, on his rapid and unerring judgment, on his 
rincing and overpowering oratory, were to miſpend your 

e. Of his talents you are daily witneſſes ; you are una- 

jous admirers. ' But believe me, gentlemen, he merits not 

r admiration only; he is deſerving of your reſpect, of 
moſt affectionate regard: he reſembles not thoſe ſplen- 
pebbles which ingenious induſtry renders glittering at a a 
ance, but whoſe luſtre fades as you approach them : like 
genuine diamond, he is more brilliant on a cloſer in- 
Non; his amiable qualities are captivating, and uncom- 

as his intellectual ones; thoſe of his heart as ſuperior as 

t of his head; unlike the generality of mankind, his ex- 

nce is more apparent to thoſe who ſee him in his un- 

med moments, and, in defiance of the levelling maxim 
Rochefoucault, he is a hero, even to his valet de chambre. 
laving carried his eulogium on theſe three gentlemen ve- 

a, dir Charles recurred to his original politiqn, that our 
was fufficiently numerous, if wiſely directed, to defend 
preſent poſſeſſions. That if it was deemed adviſeable, in 
thauſted ſtate of our finances, to make further exer- 

in his opinion, the firſt ogject was our navy, on the 

er and ſuperiority of which, the exiſtence of this coun- 
fepended. Sailors were more wanted than ſoldiers; good 
lellors more even than ſailors; we needed not able- bo- 
recruits, but able- minded miniſters, who, by properly 
oying and directing the forces of England, would ren- 

the burthenſome increaſe of them unneceſſary. On that 

nd he objected ſtrongly to the principle of the bill, which 

out unheard of rewards, immunities to entice the labour- 

Mm the plough, and the manufacturer from the loom, to | 
tae an army, the enormous expence of which we at pre- — 
Sroaned under. / 

h. Martin. During the few years 1 have had the yy, nm, 
ur of ſitting in Parliament, I have never preſumed to 

I; the Houle but once. I was then heard with a patient 
Face, for which I now return my moſt hearty thanks. 
ſhould be very forry if it could be thought that I was 
VL, Xl, G g h then 
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to ſuch inhuman uſage, Sir, upon this principle I 


- imagined, It was 1 and has been continued on m 


tions are but too well entertained in their private thougit 
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then ſo vain or ſo fooliſh as to imagine that a perſon of m 
humble abilities could give either advice or information x 
this aſſembly ; but, Sir, I think theſe are very ſerious time 
when every man who harbours honeſt ſentiments muſt wi 
to publiſh and avow them. I hope, therefore, I ſhall not if 
cenſured as abuſing the favour of the Houſe by endeayoury 
to ſay a very few words on the preſent occaſion. 

Sir, I moſt heartily agree with an honourable gentlen; 
who ſpoke yeſterday in the committee upon this bill, 
what he ſaid on the ſubject of preſſing, I think, Sir, nop 
wer whatever can make that practice legal; and I think 
particularly hard, that a claſs of men, to which, perhap 
this nation is more obliged for its defence than a 
other; I mean, Sir, the common ſailors 5 ſhould be ſubj 


ſtrongly againſt the bill, and I am alſo as ſtrongly againft 
as in any degree aſſiſting to ſupport the American war, 
Sir, I have once fully declared my ſtedfaſt abhorrencet 
that war; but as I think gentlemen ſeem lately to have fo 
gotten the queſtion of right, and only to argue ont 
praQticability of it and the proſpect of its fucceſs, I ſhallb 
leave to repeat, that I hold it to be one of the inoſt impoli 
unreaſonable, unjuſt and tyrannical wars that can poſſibly 


Tory principles ; on the idea of forcing men to raiſe mon 
contrary to their conſent and in a manner oppoſite to nl 
they thought right. Sir, the world is now ſo far enlighten 
that, I believe, there are but few perſons who dare publid 
avow the true genuine Tory doctrines of indefeafible ng 
and non- reſiſtance; but though they may be much aſhamed 
own ſuch notions, the practice of many ſhews that ſuch! 


however, I ſhall venture to ſay, that an avowal of ſuch 
nets would be nonſenſe too groſs for ideots, and language | 
baſe for ſlaves. Sir, I have heard the popularity of 

war contended for. I would pay all due deference to pq 
lar opinions, but I am perſuaded that there are two words ü 
operate in this country like a charm; I mean the two wo 
Old England.” Sir, I love Old England as I ought to l 
her, but I think that ſhe can be as capricious, as ill - temp 
and as tyrannical as any other old lady whatever; nay, dll 
think ſhe is ſo old as not merely to b upon dotage, 
to have given for ſeveral years ſtrong proofs of inſanit). 

I remember to have heard it very nobly ſaid by an honour 
gentleman, whom I don't fee in his place, but whom! reh 15 i 
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las much for the goodneſs of his heart as for his very 
liant abilities, that he would never ſacrifice his opinion 
friendſhip. Sir, I greatly honour that ſentiment, but I 
Vold be for carrying it farther ; and I flatter myſelf that 
 bonqurable gentleman will agree with me, when I de- 
"Were, that I would not ſacrifice my opinion even to my 
untry. Sir, 1 ſincerely lament, as an Engliſhman, the 
at difgraces we have incurred, and the heavy loſſes we have 
Rained, in this unhappy buſineſs, the many able and gallant 
icers, and the thouſands of brave men under their com- 
d, who have been ſacrificed to the thirſt of power in our 
ifters, No man can have a higher ſenſe of the merit of 
ft of thoſe who have fought our battles than myſelf ; but 
ing ſaid this, I ſhall with equal freedom declare, that I 
| rather we ſhould ſuffer theſe loſſes and ten times greater, 
V) any loſſes whatever, than ſucceed in what I think an 
juſt attempt on the liberties of any part of mankind. 
terefore, Sir, am ſincerely glad that we have not ſucceed- 
and heartily wiſh and moſt devoutly pray that we never 
y ſucceed ; if we ſhould, I think our liberties at home 
uld be but of ſhort duration ; and, for my own part, I 
not ſee half the evil in' a failure that would enſue if 
or rather if the miniſtry ſhould carry their point. In 
of failure we loſe, it's true, a confiderable part of the 
dire; but I no more believe that the individuals of a na- 
nare happy in proportion to its extent of territory, than 
leve that particular perſons are happy in proportion to 
rriches, Sir, as to the unreaſonableneſs of the Ame- 
aus in not making peace with us on our, offefing to remove 
Ir grievances, I anſwer, that we moſt inſolently and re- 
tedly refuſed to do ſo at the proper times, and now more 
ently and moſt abſurdly offer it when we ought to know 
t they cannot agree with us without the baſeſt treachery to 
t powerful nation which has been the firſt to enter into 
aice with them. I ſay farther, Sir, that this country has 
is oppreſſive and tyrannical proceedings forfeited its 
it to govern Americans, and, that upon Revolution prin- 
es, they act nobly and bravely in ſhaking us off. I ſhall, 
bfort myſelf, Sir, in the reflection that J have in no de- 
e concurred in this buſineſs, but that I have, on the con- 
5 conſtantly oppoſed- it ; and alſo, in the conſideration 
the events of this war will be glorious leſſons to kings 
miniſters to be ſatisfied with ſuch a power as is conſiſtent 
i the good-will of the people governed. Sir, according 
ny idea, we have been fighting for a fooliſh etiquette ; 
: (F 8 2 for 
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. petitions for ſelf-taxation (even ſuppoſing they had no 


| ſonal diſlike to any of the gentlemen who are ſuppoled t 
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for what ſhould we have loſt in ſuffering the American u 
tax themſelves > Pleaſe, Sir, to obferve the difference Mi 
tween their fituation and ours. Should we by granting thi 


ſolute right to demand it) I ſay, ſhould we by granting tha 
petitions have become ſlaves ? Certainly not; but if wee 
force on them what they think we have no right to enfor 
they become ſlaves (in their own opinions at leaft) moſt pe 
fealy, which, to liberal minds, is worſe than death. 

Sir, I am not one of thoſe who blame miniſters for wa 
of ſucceſs in this war. Every one knows that the wiſeſt a 
the beſt of men may have not only 111-ſucceſs repeatedly, b 


a long and conſtant ſeries of it: had they juſtice, humaniiſ e. 
or generoſity on their fide, I ſhould wiſh them every go 


event that could befall them. Sir, I am ſure, I have nope 


have the conduct of public affairs. I am hardly kno 
even by ſight to any of them. I believe ſome of them 
be men of very reſpectable and amiable characters in prin 
life; but however conſcious they may be of having add! 
public matters to the beſt of their abilities, I own, | 
ſurpriſed at their comſummate®confidence in holding Hur 
reins of government after ſuch a continuance of unproſp 
rous guidance. Sir, I proteſt, I am moſt totally difutt 
reſted, I mean as a private man, in the eſtabliſhment of 
miniſtry. Whoever may be in power will be unſolici re 
by me for places or emoluments. Sir, I thank God! 
giving me a diſpoſition to be perfectly ſatisfied with a col 
fortable competency, and I ſhall endeavour to educate 1 
family in the ſame principles of moderation. Was I fo w. 
happy as to be neceſſitous, I perhaps fhould yield to temp in 
tion as eaſily as any one; but this J am ſure of, that the n 
act of meanneſs I would be guilty of to repair a broken i 
tune, ſhould be to proſtitute myſelf to venality wil 
theſe walls. Sir, I ſhould as ſoon think of lurking in! 
avenues of the Houſe as a petty pilferer, as T would bar 


te intereſts of the public or my conſtituents for any thing (ut 


miniſter could grant me, or for any private advantage 
emolument whatever. Ambition, Sir, as the word is gf for 
rally underſtood, 1s entirely out of my line of life; Mer, 


Sir, I own I have an ambition, and of which 1 am d 


aſhamed ; it is to be an honeſt, independent, uſeful men 
ber of Parliament; and I ſolemnly proteſt, I had rather mil 
ſerye that character and ſhould be more proud of it lay 
of any poſt of honour or profit the King has to * uriſ 
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ay be allowed, Sir, to adopt a French'military expreſſion, 
ink we, as members of the Britiſh ſenate, want what 
call ya de corps; we have not that noble enthuſi- 
which 
the people. Indeed, Sir, it is not to be wondered at that 
ſhould want that enthuſiaſm, if we conſider the manner 
hich moſt of us are choſen into this aſſembly by every 
of undue influence, and with very little or no perſonal ac- 
intance with our conſtituents. Byt, Sir, a man in theſe 
ru; who ſhould profeſs, that he ſeeks no private advantage 
ting in Parliament, would be cenſured as a hypocrite or 
bed at as a fool; be that as it may, Sir, I had rather 
e the well-grounded approbation of- my own mind, than 
00 falſe applauſe of the whole world beſide. ' 
o return, Sir, to the queſtion : can it be imagined that 
Americans will ever make any. reaſonable terms with 
whilſt our affairs are conducted by thoſe who have heap- 
mach wrongs upon their heads, and who ftill avow thoſe 
nes in ſpite of conviction and all the loſſes and difhcul- 
they have met with ? I find, Sir, another ſolemn faſt 
aimed, and a form of prayer enjoined for the ſucceſs of 
arms, I wiſh to Know,” Sir, what pains or penalties'T 
be ſubject to on diſobedience to this proclamation, for 
bey 1t 1 certainly ſhall, as a proclamation is not the law 
ie land? If government dares to enforce it, let it, be 
ciWrced—1f not, the proclamation itſelf is ridiculous and 
emptible. Sir, I would as ſoon worſhip the devil as 
ca to an all-righteous Being for ſucceſs to oppreſhon. 
it great Being has ſo far battled all our attempts, and I 
will continue to fruſtrate them, ſo long as we wage 


pi in iniquity, and are deaf to the calls of policy, huma- | 
and juſtice, As I have the higheſt reſpect for true re- 


1 on, 1 condemn from my ſoul thoſe, who under pretence 
nu epporting government, join in proceedings diametrically 

ite to the ſpirit of chriſtianity. which, ſo far from au- 
ling violence and wrong, conſtantly enjoins patience, 
ing ſuffering and forbearance. I cannot imagine zin what 
of the New Teſtament many of our learned prelates 
found out that it᷑ is recommended to carry fire, ſword, 
devaſtation amongſt our fellow creatures, even ſuppoſing 
lad every pretence of right on our fide. I have always 


nildneſs, than by violence of any kind. But an igno- 
layman muſt not prefume to decide upon matters within 
uriſdiction of the independent, diſintereſted, and ſelf- 

| | denying 


ould animate the repreſentatives of the majeſty 


ght that chriſtians ſhould rather gain men by perſuaſion . 
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and however neceſſary it may be. Indeed, Sir, could Ih 
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denying bench of biſhops, who are totally free fion 
wordly-mindedneſs, and have nothing in view but the ye; 
and happineſs of mankind, and the advancement of chr 
nity in all its gentleneſs and ſimplicity. Sir, there are { 
few of that bench whom I highly revere for their love q 
free conſtitution and a general toleration. Sir, I wiſh; 
to give offence to any man or any ſet of men. I mean; 
thing perſonal, but ſpeak my real ſentiments, with a he 
wiſh that corruption __ influence of every ſort n 
be driven from our government ; that all honeſt men n 
unite in promoting the public welfare, and in diſclaimingt 
virulence of party, heats and illiberal animoſities. For! 
own part, Sir, however warmly I may expreſs myſelf 
this occaſion, thoſe gentlemen who are preſent, to what 
have the honour to be known, will do me the juſtice to beli 
that in private life I am not inclined to be cenſoriou, 
love to praiſe rather than to blame, and I am ſure, in 
reſpectable aſſembly, I ſhould particularly avoid falling i 
indiſcreet and groundleſs abuſe. Sir, it may be aid, th 
have conſtagtly voted in oppoſition with a®moſt punt 
conformity. It is perfectly true, and I hope I ſhall conti 
to do fo as long as any meaſure tending however indire 
to this American war is to be promoted; but I can ſay y 
the greateſt truth, that was even this adminiſtration engy 
in any worthy ſcheme of public benefit, I ſhould lend th 
my feeble aſſiſtance with more pleaſure than I can poſi 
find in vainly attempting to prevent with a reſpectable, f 
not numerous minority, their pernicious plans. Sir, as] 
before, I diſclaim taking any delight in hearing the minil 
and their meaſures condemned however they may deer 


any ſatisfaction in the idea of their feeling it and mend 
in conſequence, it might be ſome conſolation ; but I 
ever ſenfibility they may have had originally, I think U 
muſt long ere this have become perfectly callous. | 

therefore wiſh that many gentlemen near me would not ii 
that eloquence they ſo much excell in, on thoſe who are! 
capable of being affected by it, but leave them to the 
condemnation of their own minds, and the contempt 7 
deteftation of an injured public. Sir, I have thought 
right to ſay thus much to diſburthen my mind and in Ju 
cation of my parliamentary conduct. Thoꝰ not a very 0 
man 1 have had but few years experience in national 

neſs. This, joined to the ſenſe of my ſlender talents, 
compenſate for the want of that experience, has often 


* 


0 
U 


hk 2M ERA TE £7 6: 
ent when I have heartily wiſhed for abilities openly to 
tron s what has paſſed within me. I am ſure, Sir, the at- 


ae pet 1 have now made has coſt me very dear, for I can ne- 
chi: in this Houſe without the greateſt awe, notwithſtand- 


arc Me generous allowance which is conſtantly made to thoſe 


ove have the ſame plea for it with myſelf. If I have ſaid 
viſh thing indiſcreetly or unwarrantably I ſhall hope for par- 


can ind that it will be imputed rather to a want of judg- 


than of upright intention and the warmeſt zeal to per- 
it i my duty. I abhor ſeditious, 8 8 proceedings, and 
en co be zealouſly loyal to the conſtitution on the one hand, 
n the other, I ſhould be both ſorry and aſhamed tamely 
or! quieſce in a patient ſubmiſhon to deſtructive meaſures, 
in to live quietly under a free government, as eſtabliſh- 
our excellent conſtitution ; but I would wiſh that go- 
 betWrient always to conſiſt of a prince delighting more in a 
ous. and well-grounded popularity than in unlimited power; 
eers loving independence and the applauſe of their coun- 
0; Netter than lucrative places and court ſervility; and of a 
le of Commons freely choſen and compoſed of true and 


undes patriots. Sir, I am perſuaded that all theſe bleſſings 


onudot to be enjoyed by us till ſome great reform can be 


offices. I, Sir, know very little of the value of places, 
it ſeems to be univerſally allowed that there are many 
byments, and ſome ſinecures, to which ſuch profits are 
fred as are out of all proportion to the duty or dignity 
hem, Sir, I ſhall be much obliged to any gentleman 
will ſet me Tight if I advance any thing erroneouſly ; 


u have heard that an auditor of the exchequer, a pay- 
r of the forces, a treaſurer of the navy, and ſome. 


rs, have ſuch opportunities of making immenſe fortunes, 
$ 1n proportion to wealth, ſo long muſt ſuch offices be 


Sir, I cannot fit down without faying, that I hope 
gentlemen of weight and abilities, equal to ſuch a taſk, 
take theſe matters 1nto conſideration, and that they will 
all the ſupport and encouragement that ſuch an under- 
g would deſerve. LI alſo hope, that if there ſhould be 
new arrangement of a miniſtry that the greateſt atten- 


poſe it, as well as to their abilities, for I need not inform 
this 


in the exorbitant fees, perquiſites, and ſalaries of cer- 


a long as there are men in the world, who eſtimate hap- 


ptations too ſtrong for perſons of common virtue to re- 


will be given to the characters of thoſe who are to 
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this Houſe, that great abilities if employed to wicked q 
poſes may be infinitely more detrimental to the public, l 
any want of capacity whatever. If gentlemen really th 
that this country is in that melancholy fituation ſo m 
complained n exertions ſhould be made by en 
rank of perſons and in every department of the ſtate, u 
form all abuſes, private and public, and to reftore u 
proſperity, dignity and virtue. 8 
Decollation of Charles I. 2 
bas January 31, Sunday. 


* e Febr uary Io 
Private buſineſs, ki 
_ February 2. f t 
Laſt day of petitions for private bills. ot 
February 3 and 4. - W ; 
February 5. lab 


Mr. Yer. Mr. Jenkinſon took notice that the clauſe in his bill rehe 
kinſen. ing the power veſted in juſtices of the peace having been Met 
' jetted to, he had taken the opinion of ſome learned geit 
men of the law, who had declared that the clauſe did 
give any improper or unconſtitutional power to private iſ cc 
tices, for they could not impreſs any man as a vagrant wire: 
out the conſent of the whole bench of magiſtrates, after ii co 
had examined and found him to fall within the deſcription 
| the act. . t nc 
| Mfr. Turner. Mr. Turner ſaid, he muſt repeat his proteſt againſt 
| bill, which he conſidered as totally inexpedient, and as em 
of the bad conſequences of the American war, He or 
Plained of the heavy expence of raifing men for this uuf 
tunate ſervice in times like theſe ; he ſaid, he had a Me 
good eſtate, but loaded as we are with taxes, and the pH 
of every neceſſary of life confiderably enhanced, nog ba 
could pay all the demands which the extravagance of e d 
times brought on. He therefore adviſed miniſtry to N 
the troops from America, to employ them at home, and id 
with the militia there would be force ſufficient to defend 
_ our natural enemies without this prefling or recrul 
ill. i 
The amendments were agreed to. 


7 
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zr Charles Bunbury laid before the Houſe the miſerable sir Charles 


e of our police, in conſequence of information on Bunbury. 
table, reſpecting the felons in the ſeveral gaols of this 
gdom. | 

br theſe papers, he ſaid, it would appear that the act, cal- 

the Hulk Act, or that for employing convicted felons in 
labour on board the hulk had proved an impracticable 

; for many of the gaols were crouded with priſoners, 
have been ſentenced to this puniſhment, ſome for three, 

rs for five, and others for ſeven years, but cannot be ſent 
ard, becauſe there are too many there already; and the 

tof room and proper conveniencies in moſt of the gaols 

eep them, for the time they are ſentenced to hard labour, 

ons ſuch ſcenes of cruel negle& and miſery as are 

king to humanity, and repugnant to ſound policy. Ma- 

f theſe poor wretches are allowed only one penny loaf a 
others two-pence, according to the regulations of the 

fs in the different counties. Great numbers of female 

iets were ikewiſe confined, and moſt of them without 
labour, for want of proper room, particularly in New- 
Clerkenwell, and at York. 

e therefore moved, that the returns of the ſtate of the 

, and number of felons in them, be referred to a com- 

e of inquiry; that it be an inſtruction to the commit- 

d confider if it may not be proper to recommend it to 
reftors of the Eaſt-India company, to take ſome of the 
convicts as ſoldiers ; if it might not be proper to revive 

ld falutary law for tranſporting them; and if they 

t not be ſent, eſpecially the female, to the Weſt Indies, 

a part of the continent of Africa: and finally, that the 
Mmmittee do enquire into the management of the pri- 

on board the hulk in the river. 

George Yonge expreſſed his approbation of the motion; sir Gerge 
e had never given his conſent to the Hulk Act, but as Tenge. 
tof neceſſity, on account of the ſituation of America, 

had put an end to the contracts for tranſporting them; 

le did not doubt if it was reſtored even at this time, 

ls would be found to tranſport them to other parts of 

old; more for the benefit of ſociety, than the preſent 

of puniſhment. | "ES 
 Luttrell aid, the Hulk Act was not a good one, even Mr. Luz 
EMporary meaſure : it was like all the other plauſible el. 
of the noble Lord at the head of the treaſury, and had 

ike the reſt ; but the point which chiefly called bim 

L. XI. H h up 
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up was to remark, that on the ſending convicts to Afrie 


done at an improper ſeaſon, not one in an hundred wouldy 


vive their arrival. my 
Adjourned to February 8, 
| February 8 and q. 
No debate, Adjourned to February 11, 
= February 11, 
The Houſe called over. 4 
— 5* February 12. 
Lord Mul- Lord Mulgrave acquainted the Houſe that applicai 
grave: had been made to the admiralty, by the members compo 
the late court-martial at Portſmouth, complaining oft 
| hardſhip and inconvemience in ſubjecting them to conf 
ment during a trial, without being permitted to depart fr 
it till the trial is over. In this memorial they acknowle 
they did not ſuffer ſo much on the trial of Admiral Kepy 
from its being on ſhore, yet the inconvenience of being 
fined even to a houte for ſuch a number of days was abe 
ſhip. Lord Mulgrave ftated to the Houle that the fu 
complaint had been made by the members who compo 
the court-martial on the trial of Admiral Byng, after 
trial was over, and the admiralty of that time had wrote 
civil letter upon the occaſion, but had done nothing to 
medy the grievance, which he thought of a very fer 
nature; and as neither the officers on a court-marial in 
land ſervice, nor the judges in any other court were {ubx 
to ſuch a reſtraint, he moved, for leave to bring in a bil 
amend the act. 25 
Mr. Toron- Mr. Townſhend expreſſed his concurrence in the moti 
eſpecially as the memorial of complaint came from ſo 
ſpectable a body as the members of the late court -· mani 
gentlemen whole characters and conduct he believed food 
the higheſt degree of veneration in the eyes of the people 
this country, for their late glorious deciſion; at the ft 
tune he could not help obſerving, that when the bill for! 
particular purpoſe of trying Admiral Keppel on ſhore! 
before the Houſe, he himſelf had propoſed to introducell 
it a clauſe to relieve the members from the confinement 
complained. of, from the many repreſentations that had it 
made of the ſeverity of it at former trials; but he was d 
6 over- ruled by the noble Lord who made the preſent motidl 
Lord Mu!- Lord Mulgrave apologized for oppoſing it at that time,! 
grave. cauſe he meant general relief, which he thought would 


beft introduced hy amending a general bill; w 


%s. 0 1 58 "TD wo 
ought it could not be ſettled without obſtructing the pro- 
eſs of a temporary bill, intended to be got through the Hyuſe 
one day. His Lordſhip added, © though I do not know - 
ether it be proper to mention it to this company, yet to 
niet the minds of the people, I inform the Houſc, that Sir 
ugh Palliſer no longer has a ſeat at the admiralty-board ; 
i refiznation was accepted this morning.” 

The motion was agreed to. | 
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anner addreſſed the Houſe, hoping he ſhould be permitted, 
ter what had juſt fallen from the noble Lord, to read a 
per in his hand; he then read the ſentence of the court - 
artial on tne honourable acquittal of Admiral Keppel, and 
e hort ſpeech of the preſident on reſtoring his ſword to 
im; here he pauſed, and then ſaid, I will not add a word 
ore, but ſhall preſent this paper for the approbation of the 
ouſe, being aſſured of their general concurrence. He then 
ad, and handed to the chair, the following motion. 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the Honour- 
le Admiral Auguſtus Keppel, for his diſtinguiſhed cou- 
ge, conduct and ability, in defending this kingdom in the 
urſe of the laſt ſummer, effectually protecting its trade, and 
ore particularly for his having gloriouſly upheld the ho- 
ur of the Britiſh flag on the 27th and 28th of July laſt,” 

dir George Savile ſeconded the motion. Agreed to. 


e treaſury, the navy, or any other public office under go- 
ment, from fitting as members of that Houſe. He de- 
ared his intention was to preſerve the independency of the 
ouſe, as the only means of preſerving our excellent conſti- 
lon. He complained of the influence of contractors onelec- 
ns, from the power they had of making promiſes of provi- 
n for voters in ſubaltern departments under them; he re- 
onſtrated againſt the power of a firft lord of the treaſury, 
o at a time when the nation was exhauſted with taxes, and 
rowing money on the moſt diſadvantageous terms, could 
ow 30 or 40,0201. on a favourite contractor; and if 
, why not 80,000l. He mentioned a variety of abuſes in 
econtraCtors for ſerving the army in America, particularly 
e with reſpe&t to hay; and he complained of the manner 
diſpoſing of a late contract offered by advertiſement to the 
weſt bidder, that is, the perſon who ſhould offer to ſerve 
werament on the cheapeſt terms: yet, the propoſals ſent to 
h H h 2 the 


Col. Barre roſe next, and in a moſt feeling, pathetic Col. Barre, 


Sawvwile. 


Sir Philip Jennings Clerke then made his motion for leave to Sir Philip 
ing in a bill to reſtrain all perſons having contracts either Jennings 
their own names, or by any friend for their benefit, with * 


North Britons; a Simon Fraſer had the contract, and bec; 


of ſelfiſh men, by obliging them in all caſes to ſubmit to 


Sir Philip 
Jennings 
Clerke. 


Mr. Alder- 


man Harley. 


them, but to government? and was a man to be deprive 


public in his conduct, he thought it was candemning bi 
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the treaſury had been opened there, and ſo managed duni 
a whole week before any anſwer could be obtained by 
ſeveral propoſers, that it was evident it was meant from 
beginning to give it, as all other things had been given, 


the rum contract was not ſufficient, Meſſ. Muir and Atkin{ 
had a part of it. | 

Lord North in reply was warm; he ſaid the propoſals allen 
to the treaſury, ſealed up, in conſequence of the advertiſemen 
that they were all opened together, and given to the clerks 
make calculations, and to point out who offered the cheay 
terms upon the whole: It was found that Mr. Fraſer's we 
the loweſt, and therefore, according to the terms of the: 
vertiſement, his propoſals were accepted; and he gave un 
niable ſecurity. Sir Lawrence Dundas was one; the tre 
ſury knew of no fraud; if there was any, and the honour 
member could produce evidence of the fact, he ſhould tha 
him; the treaſury board would thank him for the inform 
tion; if any clerk was guilty of any colluſion, he ſhould bef 
verely puniſhed. As to abuſes in the execution of the er 
tracts, he could only ſay the treaſury was always ready 
hear complaints, and to proſecute contractors, if they we 
well founded, His Lordſhip was againſt the motion, beca 
ſuch a bill would throw government entirely into the han 


vertiſing, and the public would be worſe ſerved, ere 
Sir Philip Jennings Clerke ſtill adhered to his point, thatt 
diſpoſal of the contract to Mr. Fraſer was colluſtvely manay 
by the clerks of the treaſury, though it might have been tic 
trifling a concern for his Lordſhip to look into minutely. Nie 
Mr, Alderman Harley ſaid, he had millions of the pub 
money paſſed through his hands, in conſequence of his e 
tract with government; and when a committee had been 1 
pointed laſt-year to enquire into the expenditure of the pul 
money, he had brought his accounts made up to the time, 
there they were now lying on the table; and though manyi 
nuations had been thrown out againſt him, yet theſe accoll 
had never yet been examined; it would not take the co 
mittee twodays; and till it was ſeen if he had defrauded t 


or any man, unheard, to deprive him of his ſeat in Parliam | 
merely becauſe he ſerved government in the way of his pro 
ſion. One merchant might import large quantities of he 
another of iron or naval ſtores; to whom were they to 


% 


- 


honour of a ſeat in Parliament on that account ? Num- 

t; of perſons he could point out, ſome in both Houſes, who 

ni er by profeſſion, marriage or deſcent were concerned in 

e branches of commerce, which would ſubject them to 

excluſion intended by this motion, for what were they 

t contractors? Some had gunpowder-mills, others iron 

ks, others cannon founderies; nay, the gentlemen whoſe 

tes were covered with oaks, felled them and ſold them to the 

yy; the others ſold their articles to the office of ordnance ; 

{in this light he made them all appear to be contractors. 

10 to influence at elections, the promiſes of titles and ho- 

rs tempting men's ambition, was as much to be dreaded 

any other. {He was ſeveral times called to order.] He 

und reluded by ſaying, as the honourable gentleman was an 

| ſportſman and loved hunting, he wiſhed he had ſingled 

rat a fouter deer from the herd of contractors, who might 

ue offered him a good chace. 5 

mir Philip replied, he thought he could not have fixed upon Sir 

touter than one who who had made 37, cool. in one year 

one contract. | 

The Houſe divided; for the motion 158; againſt it 143. 

\djourned to February 15. | 

2 February 15. | 

Lord Newhaven moved, that a committe of the whole Lord Now. 

uſe be appointed to fit on the 25th inſtant, to take in con- Seven. = 

cation all the trade laws of Great Britain which affect the 

tte of Ireland. | 

nation. Col. Stanley moved, that the conſideration of this Hon. Gol. 

tion be put off to this day fix months. A converſation Staig. 

lucd, in which great pains were taken on the one ſide to 

nt the diſtrefles of Ireland in ſuch ſtrong colours as to 

e e it neceſſary to give her a free trade, without any reſtric- 

ns, as the only method of preventing the Joſs of that king- 

n, or a formidable rebellion there; and on the other to 

chat the general alarm which ſuch a propofition as that 

gung made would ſpread all over the manufacturing parts of 

coufeland, might occaſion a rebellion at home. | | 

| be gentlemen againſt the propoſition did not deny 

rd St ſome relief ſhould be granted to Ireland; but they did 

think it expedient to grant to Ireland a participation of 

ame woollen and cotton manufactures, which, it was con- 

prof el, they were aiming at. The calamities of Ireland were 

not to be much greater than thoſe of England, in the 

nufacturing counties; and it ſeemed to be the general _ 
| «1 


Philip. 
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of the Houſe, that the American war had been the caj 
theſe diſtreſſes. | 

At eight o'clock a kind of compromiſe took place; 
gentlemen in the intereſt of Ireland were adviied to ſuffe 
order of the day to quaſh the motion, and then to come 
another day, with ſome ſpecific propoſition: that would 
be of ſo general and alarming a nature to the manufaui 
towns of Great Britain. This was agreed to. 
February 16. 
Lord New- Lord Newhaven ſaid, he would, on the 25th, makea mat 
baven. on the trade of Ireland, of a fpecihc nature, 
Sir George * Sir George Yonge aſked what it was? 
* F Lord Newhaven replied, to grant to Ireland a privileg 
haven. importing ſugars from the Welt Indies. 
Sir Foſeph Sir Foſeph Matubey moved, that the commiſſion appoint 
An. Lord George Germain ſecretary of ſtate, be laid befor 
Houſe. Agreed to. 
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ü ä February 17. 
Mr. Fox. Mr Fox took notice, that it was rumoured without do 
that a court-martial was ordered on Sir Hugh Pallifer, 
therefore he wiſhed to know if there was any truth in 


report. 
ers Be” - phi Mulgrave replied, that Sir Hugh Palliſer had fe 
. 3 letter to the board of admiralty, deſiring that a court-man 
might be held to enquire into his conduct; upon which 
admiralty wrote to Admiral Keppel, to know if he inten 
to bring any accuſation againſt the vice admiral. To mil 
Mr. Keppel returned an evaſive anſwer. Here the mit 
reſted ; yet he ſaid as matters ftood, in his own opinion, 9 
lic juſtic demanded that Sir Hugh Palliſer ſhould be brot 
to trial, either to clear him if innocent, or to puniſh 
if guilty. | 128 
Mr. Fes Mr. Fox, in anſwer, was very ſevere on Lord Mulga 
for charging Mr. Keppel with writing an evaſive anſwer;! 
upon the admiralty for not uſing any diſcretionary powd 
delay the trial of Admiral Keppel, and now making uf! 
every precaution, under the cloak of reſpect, to put off f 
of Sir Hugh Palliſer. | | 
Lord Mal- Lord Mulgrave ſaid, the word evaſive was the firſt in 
grave. thoughts; he meant it as no reflection; he might have 
inconclu ſtve. | ; 
Mr. Fer. Mr. Fox moved, that copies of all proceedings | 
board of admiralty, reſpecting a court-martial to be held 
Sir Hugh Pallifer, be laid before the Houſe, The mV 


1779. J 


agreed to. And ſome days after the following papers 
e laid upon the table. | + 


FEN; London, 19th of February. 1779. 
[ have received your letter of the 18th inſtant, ſignifying 
intention of the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty to 
era court- martial to enquire into my eonduct on the 27th 
ly laſt, and to be held on the 18th of next month. But 
ere you will inform their Tordſhips, that I am adviſed it 
| be impoſſible for me to be prepared for it ſo ſoon as the 
eappointed, and that I will give you the earlieſt notice 
ſible when I ſhall be ready. In the mean time, I re- 
eſt their lordſhips will be pleaſed to inform me whether 
Imiral Keppel has fignified his intention of bringing a 
unge againſt me or not, | 
oy ., | 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, . 


Hucn PALLISER. 


mot 


Stephens, Eſq; 


IX, Admiralty-Office, 20th Feb. 1779. 

| have communicated to my lords commiſſioners of the ad- 
nity your letter of yeſterday's date, informing them that 
are adviſed it will be impoſſible for you to be prepared 
your trial by the 18th of next month, the day appointed 
holding the court-martial, but that you will give the 
left notice poſſible when you ſhall be ready; and requeſt- 
to be informed, in the mean time, whether Admiral Kep- 
bas ſignified any intention of bringing a charge againſt 


= d. In return, I am commanded by their Jordſhips to ac- 
oc"! you, that the day which was appointed for the holding 
10 court-martial will be deferred, and that Admiral Keppel 


Fſipnified it is not his intention to exhibit any charge againſt 
for diſobedience of his orders on the 27th of July laſt, as 
u will more fully ſee by the incloſed copy of his letter of 
8th inſtant, io which I beg leave to refer you. 

1 am, &c, | 


2 i dimiral Sir Hugh Palliſer. 3 | 


PH. STEPHENS, 
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Copy of Admiral _ letter to Mr. Stephens, ty 
ebruary 18, 1779. 
S I R, | 

You will be pleaſed to inform their lordſhips, that the}; 
has fixed a period, during which every man is at liberty toe 
hibit ſuch charges as he may think proper. 

In this inftance, if their lordſhips mean a charge fromn 
againſt Sir Hugh Palliſer for his diſobedience of my ori 
on the 27th of July laft, however clear it may have appear 
by the evidence on my trial, I readily anſwer, that I don 
intend to exhibit any ſuch charge againſt him. 

I am, &c, A. K. 


SIR, Admiralty-Office, 26th Feb. 1119, 
I am commanded by my lords commiſſioners of the adn 
ralty to deſire you will tranſmit them, as ſoon as convenieniſo 
ly may be, a liſt of the names of ſuch perſons as you n 
think neceſſary to be examined as witneſſes at the court. mi 
tial intended to be held for your trial, that directions may] 
given for their being ſummoned to attend. | 
I am, &c, 


| PH. STEPHENS, 
Vice Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer. 


= YN Admiralty-Office, 26th Feb. 11198" ® 


It appearing to my lords commiſſioners of the admiral 
upon peruſal of the minutes of the proceedings of the co 
martial lately held at Portſmoth, for the trial of the Hon 
able Admiral Keppel, to be highly fitting that a court- 
tial ſhuuld be held to enquire into the conduct and behavic 
of Vice Admiral Sir Hugh Palliſer on the 27th July l 
the day on which his Majeſty's fleet, commanded by theſ 
Admital Keppel, was engaged with the fleet of the Fren 
King, under the command of the Comte D*Orvilliers, and 
try him for the ſame. And their lordſhips intending to 0 
a court-martial to be aſſembled for that purpoſe, 1 am cc 
manded by their lordſhips to fend you herewith a Cop) 


NS, 


„ rl 
ninutes above-mentioned, and to ſignify their directtion 
u to prepare and tranſmit to them a liſt of the names 


ch perſons as it may be proper to ſummon to give evi- 
at the ſaid intended court- martial, as ſoon as conve- 


y may be, that directions may be given in due time for 


attendance, I am, &c. 
% PH. STEPHENS. 
ke Fackſon, Judge Advocate of the Fleet. e 


(IR, Admitalty-Office, 8th March, 1779. 


wing laid before my lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, 
ter of the 5th inſtant, tranſmitting a lift of ſuch wit- 


as at preſent appear to be neceſſary to be examined at the 
martial, intended to be held for your trial, and deſiring 
he judge advocate may be directed to have with him the 
nal minutes taken by himſelf on the late trial of Admiral 
el, it being poſſible that you may have occaſion to re- 
o them in the courſe of your own trial, and alſo that 
ral Keppel's letters of the 24th and 3oth of July, and 
of Auguſt laſt, and likewiſe his journal, may be in 


age advocate's hands, to be produced when you ſhall 


neceſſary to call for them. I am commanded by their 


bios to acquaint you, that the ſeveral perſons named in 


ts above- montioned, will be ordered to- hold themſelves 
ineſs to attend the court-martial, to be held for your 


when ſummoned, and that the letters and journal of 


ral Keppel will be put into the hands of the judge ad- 
, to be produced as you have defired ; but with reſpe& 
e original minutes taken by the judge advocate on the 
o Admiral Keppel, I have it in command from their 
lips to inform you, that it will be proper to tranſmit 
to the perſon who ſhall preſide at the court-martial, to 
ed for your trial, as the ground to proceed upon, Ad- 
Keppel having declined bringing a charge againſt you. 
„im, Ke. 
PH. STEPHENS, - 
liniral Sir Hugh Palliſer. Town. - a 


Wiliam Howe laid; that imputations had been thrown on Sir Willem 
If, and his brother, for not terminating the American Howe. - 


"campaign; the very contrary of which he would venture 


would appear, when an enquiry was inſtituted, For 
L, XI, Ii this 


j j- 


Lerd Hewe. Lord Howe wiſhed to retire from all public men and] 


Lord North. Lord North profeſſed great reſpect for the two comman 


Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke e that a confeſſion had fallen from 


Jobuftone- had a right to expreſs his opinion on the conduct of 
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this purpoſe he had a motion to make. It would appey 
ther the fault lay in the commanders of his Majeſty, | 
and armies, or in the minifters of tate. Whoever it wx 
deſerved cenſure, he hoped would meet with it. Hef 
therefore move, That copies be laid before the Houſe, 
letters that paſſed between Sir Willian Howe and Lord G 
Germain, fince the 6th of Auguſt 1775, to the 16th of 
vember 1778.” 


lic meaſures, but he wiſhed at the ſame time to do it 
| honour. The King had been graciouſly pleaſed to hy 

the general | Sir William — oc” himſelf with his 
approbation, but miniſtry had withheld it from them, 
therefore hoped the Houſe would be unanimouſly of op 
that an enquiry into the American war was neceſſary, i 
der to ſhew whether it was the fault of the commanders, ( 
adminiſtration, that it had not been cloſed. 


and ſaid, he was not to be charged with any want i 
duty to them. As to their conduct in the American wit 
had never cenſured it. He had never pronounced eithet 
general or the noble Lord to blame in any part of it; 

as to giving them the approbation of adminiſtration, nd 
portunity had offered for doing it, nor could he thin 
propoſed enquiry at all neceſſary or expedient, and thou 
met with his acquieſcence, it was not becauſe it was agt 
ble to him, but becauſe it was agreeable to the honou 

men, who had moved the matter, and bis 8 
brother. | 


noble Lord of no little value. He had admitted the 
commanders had not been to blame, nor that an en 
into the war was at all neceſſary or expedient, and i 
really was the caſe, namely, that an enquiry was not 
ſary or expedient, there could then be no blame at al. 
| traced, He hoped, however, that the papers called for 
be laid before the Houſe, that juſtice might be done. 
Governor Johmſlone ſaid, as a member of Parliame 


rf acting in a great public truſt, It was in that on 
ad ſaid what were his ſentiments of the American war, 

commanders employed there; and he muſt confeſs, n 
always had condemned the ſouthern expedition, wi 
mow underſtood to be a plan of the two commanders 
not in-conſequence of any inſtruction from home. 
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er vs not his own judgment, but the opinion of officers 
ys Which in the ſervice, who were alſo ready to join with 
ws in thinking, that the armaments ſent out under Lord 


& William Howe, were adequate to all the purpoſes - 
were to effect. He hoped the enquiry into it would be 
as it ought to be, fince the ſouthern expedition was, 
js opinion, the grand cauſe of the loſs of our northern 
under General Burgoyne, and every ſubſequent misfor- 
He ſhould therefore, as he had promiſed, ſecond the 
on. But he was no accuſer. He ſtood up as a mem- 
Parliament, and thought reproaches came with a very 
ce, for his having occaſioned an enquiry, which thoſe 
made them, long ago thought highly neceſſary and 
lient, | 
rd Howe hoped, as the governor did not cenſure the Lord Howe, 
lition to Philadelphia on his own opinion, but the ſen- 
nts of many officers, he truſted, when the proper time 
ed he would produce thoſe officers, when he doubted 
he ſhould owe a vindication of his conduct to the good 
of his honourable friend, 
„Fer ſaid, he could by no means aſſent to the opinion, Mr. Fox. 
the force under the two commanders had been adequate 
e end in view. He muſt adopt the very oppoſite opi- 
becauſe the force had been found inadequate. Indeedten 
the force would have been equally ſo. It was the force 
tice that reſiſted them, and that was a force never to 
bdued ; yes, there was a time when his honourable friend, 
ernor Johnſtone] was pleaſed to think fo, and that 
and, wien ſhe went againſt America, fought againſt 
ce, But he did not wonder at the attempts that had 
made to depreciate the noble Lord, and his gallant bro- 
Every commander was to be abuſed and traduced. 
was a man to get into the eſteem of adminiſtration ? 
7, he was to blacken the character of our commanders, 
he was ſure to ſucceed, On the other hand, let a man 
peak well of them, and he was ſure to draw the enmity 
iniſtry upon him. Hence Sir William Howe, and his 
e brother, Sir Guy Carlton, General Burgoyne, Admi- 
Keppel, were the objects of miniſterial malignancy, and 
portion as they were written down, ſo was the perſon 
Mom it was done, raiſed in the eſtimation of admini- 
lon, Every attack upon them was made for govern- 
kt. But the miniſtry had no deſire to go into an enquiry | 
e American war. They had had enough of trials. The 
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court-martial on Admiral Keppel had given them a4 
They wanted no more enquiries. It had furniſhed them y 
a text on the conduct of their own commanders, and th 
were fick. Yes, they were ſick of it to their ſouls; and yh 
2 general happineſs had diffuſed itſeif through all rank 

while people of all denominations were in a manner it 
toxicated with joy, feliciating one another at ſo glorious, 
illuſtrious an event, propitious equally to the cauſe of iin 
and of maritime glory, thoſe baſe, thoſe treacherous, thi 
wee miniſters were ſhut up in darkneſs brooding o'er the 
orrors of diſapointment. They ſaw not the illumination 
but retired from the tranſports of the world. The part 
building of the admiralty wore a diſmal aſpect, ſorrow hu 
about it. But the malice of adminiſtration, was to check, 
poſſible, the happineſs felt on the occafion. An obſolete 
of Parliament was therefore raked up, a clauſe reſorted 
to try capitally a young man found in the moſt alarmi 
act of breaking the windows of Sir Hugh Palliſer's hou 
This act of Parliament, ſo ſeldom heard of, and never bi 
on the moſt extraordinary occaſions, was to be uſed to f 
conviction of this young man to-morrow morning, as be u 
derſtood from very good authority. Not for breaking wi 
dows—not for hurting Sir Hugh Palliſer's houſe, much k 
demoliſh it; but for being pleaſed at the acquittal of Adn 
ral Keppel. That was the crime for which he was to! 
hanged---that was the crime for which he had been proſeci 
ed with ſo horrid a ſeverity--and the very counſel he had 
. tained for his trial taken away. In whatever point of view! 
conſidered this, horror and indignation ſuppreſſed awhile 
power of reproach. No language could do juſtice to thei 
famy of the proceeding. When Sir William Howe ſent o 
the news of his having obtained a conqueſt (and Sir William 
then called a great and able general) no pains were taken! 
adminiſtration to prevent illuminations. An action“ 
brought in the court of King's Bench by a quaker 
a riot and breaking of his windows. The cauſe came 
fore Judge Willes. And how was it decided ? The jn 
was of opinion that the act was to be juſtified by the occal 
it was thought ſtrange that one man ſhould be found to 
fiſt the general joy, and the jury were directed to find a 
dict accordingly. If miniſtry would look into riots, let the 
go to Edinburgh, where the mob has not only obliged gore 
ment to tell them, that they will not only not pals the bil! 
favour of popery, but will not even ſuffer it to be brougit "Wi: 
Did the attorney general proceed againſt Balf and Meg 


= 
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Iniral Keppel, and in the tumult of his joy found to break 

window or two ! But why was it? Why, truly, the ſpirit 

the people was to be depreſſed, and becauſe the miniſtry 

led in their deſigns to murder Admiral Keppel, the life of 

| unhappy youth was to be pitifully ſacrificed to their re- 

ntment. 

The Attorney General ſaid, he roſe to vindicate admini- The Arror- 

tion from having any ſhare in the proſecution againſt the "9 General 

ters. He ſolemnly declared, that he had received inſtruc- 

"ns from no man; that he would receive inſtructions from 

man; that he would not purſue the proſecution merely 

pratify any ſet of men; nor would he be forced to give it 

p from any conſideration of fear or apprehenſion, though 

ents of eloquence ſhould be employed to ſhake him. A 

and jury had found a bill againſt them ; that he thought 

it ground for proſecution ; he would not ſay more, as he 

id not wiſh to anticipate the trial, or pre- judge the matter. 

ſe had not as yet received full information of the buſineſs 

om the ſollicitor of the treaſury z when he ſhoald, he would 

Im his opinion of it; and if he ſhould find ſufficient mat- 

r againſt the rioters to juſtify a capital proſecution, nothing 

ould prevent him, as firſt criminal lawyer for the crown, 

purſue it. If, on the contrary, he ſhould find the offence 

a leſs criminal complection, he would drop it; but in 

ther caſe, he would ſolely act from his own judgment, un- 

aſed by reſpect for perſons, unawed by clamour or oppoſition, 

The law, with which the honourable gentleman found fo 

uch fault, he had ever heard extolled, as the bulwark of 

e proteſtant ſucceſſion ; it was framed at the acceſſion of the 

ſeſent family to the throne, when it was as dangerous to be 

wiig as at preſent it was to be a papiſt in Glaſgow, or 

lindurgh ; and to that law might be aſcribed the enjoy- 

gent of our preſent liberties. He admitted that merely break- 

8 windows was not a capital offence, -but if breaking win- 

Ws, and forcing open doors were not to be puniſhed, where 

the ſecurity of our lives and properties? If a mob was to . 

vnhſt of maſters of families, huſbands, fathers, and houſe- 

pers, he would pay ſome reſpect to them, becauſe he did 

t dread the ſame fatal effects from the exceſs of their joy 

from that of footmen, hair-dreſſers, and apprentices ; their 

t would ſoon ſubſide. In puniſhing he would pay no re- 

dt to perſons ; at leaſt he would not ſeek for the weak and _ 

vr, and let the rich and powerful eſcape; he would let a 
I „„ | _ ſcore 


learned gentleman would weigh well the matter, before h 


2 The Attorney General returned Mr. Dunning's compli 


Sir W:/lliam 
Meredith. 


, ſuppoſe that a law made for ſecuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion 


tory he himſelf had ever gained. He aſcribed the eee 
to malice, reſentment, and ever thing that was diſponoufzf 
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ſcore of apprentices eſcape, if he could find out, and he wolli 
certainly ſearch for them, people high in fank, who might 
have created the riot, by diſtributing money or other ways, 

Mr. Dunning acknowledged the purpoſes for which the lau 
was framed to be ſuch as Mr. Wedderburne repreſented themy 


be; but he could not think that the learned gentleman would 


ſhould be made uſe of to hang people for breaking Sir Hugh 
Palliſer's windows. It was not the law itſelf he diſliked, 
but the application that was made of it. He requeſted th 


ſhould proceed to extremities. He paid ſome compliments 
to his underſtanding, but could not avoid obſerving, that it 
was rather ſingular that he did not get his information from 
the ſollicitor of the treaſury, before he had gone the lengt} 
to which he had already proceeded. 


ments, and aſſured him there was no opinion nor advice fc 
which he had more repſect than for his; but that he ought 
to conſider, that the law owed double protection to a per 
ſon obnoxious to the populace ; particularly when that per 
ſon is to be tried by his country, and may be deprived, ifun 
protected, of the means of aſſerting his innocence, if he 1 
innocent, through the fury or enthuſiaſm of the people. 

Sir William Meredith. No crown lawyer, he ſaid, hadpre 
ceeded againft the rioters procured to ſtab the conſtitution : 
the Middleſex election, though murder had been committed 
On the contrary, thoſe who had taken up the matter, and fo 
lowed the proſecution to as neceſſary a conviction as thi 
country ever ſaw, were ever ſince looked upon as the enem 
of government ; yet when a young man, perhaps in the hou 
of raſhneſs, had been detected in breaking a pane of glass i 
an uninhabited houſe, the attorney general had been foun 
to proſecute him for his life, and in ſo doing to make 2 ner. 
in point of duty to his country. . 

Mr. Burke acknowledged that every protection was due 
an obnoxious perſon, but contended, at the ſame time, tha 
the rioters had done no more than ſome of the firſt char al 
of the nation would have done. No one had been more © 
travagant in his joy, if any thing could be called extravagi 
on ſuch occaſion, than the great Lord Hawke was, when! 
heard of the ſentence of acquittal ; he deemed it a triump y 
glory to his country, far tranſcending the moſt brilliant?“ yea 


* 
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ai The queſtion was put on Sir William Howe's modiin, 
reed tO, a 2 


February 18. > 

Mr. Viltes gave notice, that as ſoon as the thanks of the Nr. wines. 

mol ouſe ſhould have been given to Admiral Keppel, he would 

ut ove, that the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons in the 

ron, Mice Parliament, reſpecting the Middleſex election, ſhould be 
punged from the journals. : =—_— 

He was called to from different quarters to make his motion 

hen; but he very politely obſerved, that as he intended to 

bel re the ſenſe of the Houſe on the motion, and that ſuch 

ent fiep muſt neceſſarily diſturb the ſtrangers of the gallery, 

o were afſembled to be preſent, when Admiral Keppel 

rom ould receive the thanks of the Houſe, he would decline mak- 

vg the motion till their curioſity ſhould firſt be gratified. 

The admiral at length arrived, amidſt the plaudits of the 

ple, who followed him to the very door of the Houſe. 

hen he had taken his ſeat, the Speaker addreſſed him in the The Speak- 

blowing words: Ke 

ADMIRAL KEPPEL, 

| This Houſe have done you the diſtinguiſhed honour of 

dering their thanks to be given to you, an honour never con- 

red but upon extraordinary merit; which thanks it is my 

uty to communicate to you in your place. 

After having ſat ſo long in this chair, IJ hope it is unne- 

flary to declare that I have been always happy to obey the 

ders of the Houſe ; and I have now a particular ſatisfac- 

n in that obedience—Indeed, every generous mind muſt 

el ſatisfaction, when the day of honourable acquittal ſuc- 

keds to the day of ſevere trial: and this pleaſure was, I 

wußh lere, never more general, nor more fincere, than upon the 

ent occaſion, _ | 

You, Sir, was called by your Sovereign, with the appro- 

tion of all deſcriptions of men, particularly thoſe of your 

n profeſſion, to a ſtation of the utmoſt difficulty, and of 

e higheſt importance. The ſafety of this country, and 

e honour of the Britiſh flag, were truſted in your hands, 

len the enemy was expected upon our coaſt z and, not- 

ſtanding the moſt able diſcharge of this great and mo- 

Kntous truſt, you was accuſed of miſconduQt and negle& 

duty. But, after a very long and full inveſtigation, by 

en in every reſpect the beſt qualified to judge, that charge 

feared to be ill-grounded and malicious; and your judges 

de unanimouſly and honourably acquitted you, 1 5 

5 - 


Admiral 


get. - 


efforts ought to be in a great meaſure-aſcribed, 


a character. We now know with certainty that our cor 


grouned hope that there ſtill remain among the naval off 


ed by the unayoidable recollection of the very diffem 


+ do | 
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furthgffadded, that your conduct on the 27th and 28th d 
of Jul laſt was that of a judicious, brave, and experieny 


officer. Surely then it cannot be matter of ſurprize th 
extraordinary marks of reſpect and eſteem are ſhewa to ſu 


dence in you was not miſplaced ; and we entertain a wel 


talents and abilities fully equal to this dangerous criſis, 

Amidft this general joy, I cannot help repeating the fi 
gular pleaſure which I feel in giving you the thanks of ü 
Houſe, which I now do, for your diſtinguiſhed courage, ca 
duct, and ability, in de lending this kingdom in the cou 
of the laſt Summer, effectually protecting its trade, a 
more particularly for your having glorioufly upheld the h 
nour of the Britiſh flag on the 27th and 28th of July laſt 

Upon which Admiral Keppel ſaid, 

Mr. SPEAKER, © 

It is impoſſible, by any expreſſions I can uſe, to do juſti 
to my feelings of gratitude to the Houſe, for the honour the 
have done me by their approbation of my conduct. 

The good opinion of my fellow citizens, expreſſed by tt 
Tepreſentatives of the nation, cannot but be received by n 
as a moſt acceptable addition to the ſatisfa&ion ] felt int 
recent ſentence, to which you have been pleaſed to allude, 
a court=martial ; the reſult of a full and deliberate inqun 
expreſſive of their ſentiments of the ſubject referred to ib 
examination, in terms equally honourable to themſelves a 
me. 8 

The pleaſure I feel at this moment is not a little heightet 


emotions I felt when I was laſt in this Houſe, and in tb 
lace. | | 
: -I ſhould be guilty of great injuſtice, if, on an occall 
like the preſent, I neglected to inform this Houſe, that i 
efforts for the public ſervice, in the inſtances in which b 
Houſe has been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh them, were moſt 
louſly ſeconded by many as gallant and able officers as 
navy of England ever produced; to whoſe attention a 
ſpirit, next to the Divine Providence, the ſucceſs of ths 


cannot fit down without returning to you, Sir, perſon 
ly,, my particular thanks, for the very, very obliging ten 
in which you have executed the commands of the lo 


Nrdered,- nemine contradicente, _ BE 9 
That what hag been now ſaid by Mr. Speaker, in giving” 
thanks of this Houſe to Admiral Keppel, together with 
miral Keppel's anſwer thereto, be printed in the votes of 
Wait ee SES 
. ale moved, That the entry in the journals of the Mr. 7+ ilter, 
uſe, of the 17th day of Frebuary, 1769, of the pro- 
lings of the Houſe, upon the return of a knight of the 
to ſerve in Parliament for the county of Middleſex, in 
room of John Wilkes, Eſq. expelled this Houſe, might 
ad, LY | 1 
ad the ſame being read accordingly, _* 
| motion was made, and the queſtion being put, That the 
lution of this Houſe, on the 17th of February, 1769, 
That John Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, in this ſeſſion 
Parliament, expelled this Houſe, was and is incapable of 
jo elected a member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament,” 
u punged from the journals of this Houſe, as being ſub- 
we of the rights of the whole body of electors of this 
dom. AF 7 ; 
he Houſe divided; for the motion 122, againſt it 202. 
February 19. 5 1 21 


5 


oe t. Fox faid, a report was current, that Sir Hugh Palli- Mr. Fx 
1. ad that morning reſigned the lieutenancy of marines, ' 
10 the government of Scarborough, he therefore deſired to 


n, if that report was true; becauſe if it was true, he 

ld be free to confeſs he did not know how to act? He 

indeed come prepared with a motion on the ſubject of the 

tunate gentleman, but he was not willing to preſs hard 

n him in his preſent ſituation; he therefore would not 

e any thing till he ſhould be informed. 55 4 

oed North ſaid, that he had that morning received a let- Lord North, 
can rom the firſt Lord of the admiralty, acquainting him 
ati Hugh Palliſer had reſigned the lieutenancy of ma- 

| as alſo the government of Scarborough, and had vaca- 

tu l {eat in Parliament. e Wl 

2s r. Fox faid, that this fact particularly altered his inten- Mr. Fox. 
but did not overthrow it entirely; it was, he ſaid, to 

a matter of great diſquiet, that his Majeſty bad not 
adviſed by his miniſters to diſmiſs Sir Hugh Palliſer; 

a meaſure would have ſhewn, in ſome reſpect, a diſap- 

Ron of his conduct, and would have diſcountenanced 
upicions that were awake in every breaſt, of the | 

aut having been upheld by the miniſtry, and not been 

b. XI. k . perhaps 


tem: it was neceſſary, he thought, for the honour ef 


. * 
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rhaps unfavourable to a perſon too reſpectable to be nam 
it would be impoſſible, he ſaid, for any perſon to conyy 
the people without doors, that adminiſtration were not 
authors of the accuſation againſt Admiral Keppel, confi 
ing how much circumſtances of ſuſpicicon reſted agij 


King, that the. proſecutor fhould have been diſmiffed fy 
all his employments; and with that intention he had 
pared a motion, after waiting a conſiderahle time to fee 
miniſters would have advited his Majeſty to have done f 
for an addreſs to his Majeſty, repreſenting to him, that 
Hugh Palliſer had been proved, by the ſentence of a car 
martial, to have preferred an ill- founded and a malici 
charge againſt his commander; and therefore ſuch 2 
was very unfit to continue in any employment, civil or! 
htary, under the crown; and praying him to diſmiſs þ 
from all thoſe he poſſeſſed. He ſaid, the proſecutor had 
more now than his rank of vice-admiral in the navy; 
ſtill he thought it neceſſary, for the honour of the I 
that ſome public mark of diſapprobation ſhould be ſhe 
to gi ſarm the ſuſpicions that were upon the conduct of 
miniſtry the miniſtry, who had barely written to Admi 
Keppel a cold letter on his acquittal, authoriſing him tol 
his flag again on board the Victory; — who had let the 
ſeeutor down. regularly, permitting him firſt to give up 
_ admiralty, and eight days afterwards to reſign two d 
employments, when it was fuſpected that a motion wi 
be made to: ſtrip him of them; — and who, in ſhort, 
taken alb poſſible pains-to! ſtew; that they- were his aſſoc 
and friends. He wiſhed: not, he ſaid, to perſeeute the 
happy gentleman; it was in kindnefs to Him that he wi 
to make this motion, that no court- martial whatever m 
bo held upon him, ſince no other purpoſe: eoulſi be! ſerved 
one than that of perſecution. No court - martial could d 
him of the charge of having made an ill, founded ard 
licious accuſation; and that charge of itſelf, eftabliſlia 
it was by the ſentence of tlie late honourable, indepem 
court; entirely diſqualified him from ever ferving 4 
Hs ſaid, that à oft. martial might be appointed on bil 
hjsawticrequeſt; although he was diſmiffed front his ran 
viegattmirat.. We bad an inftanecof it im tlie caſe of f 
Gere Sackville, At. the ſame Ne; hie faid, He. wou 
preſeꝰ his motion, if le- found it was diſagreeable 
jon bar on A vo ble u nN prot e 
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encouraging the doctrine, for if they never could be impex 
ed till upon a legal proof of their crimes, made out byt 

copy of ſome record, no miniſter he would venture to ( 
would ever be impeached. As to the idea that it would 
cruel to addreſs the King for the diſmiſſion of Sir Hugh P 
liſer, becauſe that he was to be tried by a court- martial, 
was in his opinion highly ridiculous, and; he ſhould think 
very ſtrange, if he was not at liberty to turn a ſervant 
of his ſervice, becauſe he might happen to have a high 
robbery alledged againſt him. He then adverted to the ce 

. nition given by the right honourable gentleman [Mr. tant 
of malice, which he ever had thought to be evil propenk 
and concluded by obſerving, that the miniſtry ought to 
aware how they ordered a court-martial on Sir Hugh P 
filers left his blood ſhould thereby be drawn upon the 
eads. . 
Lord. North, Lord North (aid, it would have been very improper tohi 
cenſured Sir Hugh Palliſer as a court- martial was to heh 
on his conduct. Indeed a trial could not be ordered at 
own requeſt, It was unprecedented. But a trial there m 
undoubtedly would be. With reſpe& to the imputati 
thrown on adminiſtration, he aſſured the Houſe, that! 
Hugh Palliſer never had conſulted him. Indeed the chi 
was in itfelf ridiculous. Was it for the honour and inter 

of miniſtry. | „ 

B17. Fer. Mr. Fox being offended at the manner the motion waq 

? poſed by the noble Lord, and the friends of adminiftrati 

who, he ſaid, not only maintained their negative upon! 

ground of the impropriety of coming to any reſolution whil 
might bear the appearance of affecting Sir Hugh Palliſer up 
his expected trial, but likewiſe amounted to an implied, 
not a direct juſtification of his conduct, preſſed his motion 
order to collect the ſenſe of the Houſe, The queſtion # 
on the point of being put, when 55 


General General Conway roſe, and recommended to his honourl 
c . friend, to conſent to have his motion withdrawn, and pled 
himſelf to the Houſe, that if no other perſon undertook to! 
it, and that adminiſtration meant to adhere obſtinatel 
: the language they held this day, that of retaining Sir Hy 
Palliſer in the ſervice, that he would himſelf take the i 
of the Houſe by motion, upon one ſimilar to that now m 
Mer, Tr. Mr. Fox aequieſced, with ſome degree of reluRance, i 
the motion was withdraw. 97 


—— YL! s4ATSL Ss. 
"Pair. Thomas De Grey, under ſecretary of ſtate in the 
yt xrican department, in purſuance of the motion mc by 


Will owe (ſee the motion and the debate upon it, 
x 241) laid the following papers before the Houſe. 


yof Leiter from the Earl of Dartmouth 10 the Hen. 

utenant-general Gage, dated Whitehall, 2d Auguſt, 1775. 

wo 72 I Received September 20th. ] 3 
5 


It being his Majeſty's intention that we ſhould have, if 
ible, in North America, early in the next ſpring, an 
py of at leaſt twenty thouſand men, excluſive of Cana- 
15 and Indians, the proper Reps are now taking for ſuch 
ngements as may be neceſſary to this object; and I have 
day fignified his Majeſty's commands, that the 4th, den 
, 8th, ioth, 14th, 16th, 22d, 23d, 26th, 35th, 38th, 
1, 439, 44th, 45th, 47th, 49th, 52d, 63d, 64th, and 
regiments be augmented, ſo as that each company ſhall 
nit af three ſerjeants, three corporals, two drummers, and 
U- ix private men, beſides commiſſioned officers. And 
at each of the above-mentioned twenty-two battalions be 
pmented with two companies, each to conſiſt of one cap- 
n, one lieutenant, one enſign, three ſerjeants, three cor- 
nl, two drummers, and fifty · ſix private men. | 

With regard to the 18th and 59th regiments, his Majefty 
nis fit, upon a confideration of their weak ftate, that what 
mains of the private men fit for ſervice, ſhould be incor- 
nted into other regiments, and the officers and non- com- 


left to your diſcretion to follow the ſame rule in the caſe 
ol other regiments under the like circumſtances. 

des four companies of artillery, which are-ordered to 
bark immediately, in order to enable you to return to the 


4 
dhe men taken from thence for that ſervice, it is re- 

e to ſend you directly, a further reinforcement of 200 
aud orders are given for the 17th and 55th regiments, 


Ireland, to prepare for embarkation, the remainder of the 
Ialorcement to be made by recruits, which we hope-to 
ein time; but if when the tranſports are ready, the 
uber of recruits ſhould fall ſhort, in that caſe, the 27th, 
Mt and 46th regiments will be ordered to embark, or ſuch 
ſt of them as ſhall be neceſſary to make up the full comple- 
nt of 2000 men. 


ſhoned officers ſent home to recruit: and that it ſhould 
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the Cerberus, ſend you a large aſſortment of goods for; 


Poſe, would at leaſt enable you to collect a large ſupply 
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The ſteps which you fay the rebels have taken for cal 
in theaflifiance of the Indians, leave no room to heſt 
upon the propriety of our purſuing the ſame meaſure, 

that purpoſe 1 incloſe to you a letter to Colone Johnk 
containing his Majeſty's commands for engaging a body 
Indians, and ſhall by the firſt ſhip of war that ails x 


ſents, which you will contrive the means of ſafely cony 
ing to the colonel. T6 | | 
wiſh, Sir, to ſtate to you, with as much preciſion 
I am able, the ideas that have been formed with reſpelt 
the future plan of operations of our forces in North Ameri 
For, although your own knowledge and experience, aided 
the advice and opinionof the able generals who aff you, y 
be far better guides to your judgment than any thing [ 
ſt; yet it may not be altogether uſeleſs to mark 
(however incorrectly) ſome of the ideas of military men 
knowledge and ability here, and which indeed very m 
correſponds with what ſeems to be your gpinicn, and tha 
the other officers with you, | 
1 have already faid in my letter, No. 22, of this & 
date, that in the general view we have of the ſlate of! 
army at Boſton, and of the force of the rebels, it docs 
ſeem likely that any further operations, at leaft of any 
tent, will be undertaken this campaign, The ſtate of t 
ſervice, therefore, as it ſtands at preſent, ſeems to inw 
in the conſideration of it theſe queſtions, viz, 3 
1k. Whether we ſhould puſh the war with our uh 
force in the next campaign, on the fide of New England? 
. 2d. Whether, viewing the whole ftate of America, 
would not be more adviſeable to make Hudion's River t 
ſeat of the war, and for that purpoſe immediately take pt 
ſeſſion of the city of New York, with a part of our fon 
leaving at Boſton what is neceſſary to ſecure that poſt, 
keep up a diverſion on that fide?  _ 5 
zd. Whether, if it ſhould be judged unſafe, or um 
vitzable. to take poſt at New York, it may not be en 
dient to endeavour, with a part of the force under your cal 
mand, embarked on board the tranſports, to make an i 
preſſion; in other places, which, if it anſwered no other pi 


preſent circumſtances. 
7 * a £3. 7 


live ſtock and proviſion,” which is no trifling object in) 


* 
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And laſtly, Whether, if neither of the meaſures ſuggeſted 
the two laſt propoſitions can be effected, and if even 
ſton ſhould not be tenable in the winter, without hazard 
many here think) it might not be adviſeable that your 
ole army ſhould be poſted in proper diviſions at Halifax 
| Quebec, until the events of the winter ſhall point out 
beſt plan of operation in the ſpring ? 

u the confideration of theſe — a variety of co- 
t reaſons occur in fayour of what is ſuggeſted in regard 
the poſſeſſion of New Vork; for if, by ſuch an opera- 
n, we could recover the attachment and fidelity of that 
cWrince, as many judicious and well-informed perſons think 
may, it would, independent of many other circumſtances 
ich give preference to this propoſition, not only be of 
t weight in the general ſcale of advantage, but might alſo 
reaſe our ſtrength, by the junction of numbers, which 
ud ſhew themſelves upon the leaſt appearance of protec- 
1: but I beg I may not be underſtood, in ſtating theſe, 
ay other ideas that have occurred, to intimate that the 
pe does not leave it entirely to his generals to act accord- 
to their own judgment and diſcretion; and therefore I 


f t av to add, that if we are driven to the difficulty of 
e iſhing Boſton, care muſt be taken that the officers 
ö friends of government be not left expoſed to the rage 
) 


| inſult of rebels who ſet no bounds to their barbarity. 
| when I mention this circumſtance, I muſt not omit to 
vm you, that his Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed, upon a 
eſentation made to him of the diſtreſs to which many of 
nembers of your preſent council are expoſed, to direct that 
Ido, from time to time, give them ſuch relief, and make 
i ſuch allowance as you ſhall judge neceſſary, and include 
expence in your contingent accounts. | 

{the Nopef Bon of taking poſt at New Vork is adopted, 
6 General Howe; aſliſted b General Burgoyne, will, it is 
uned, command on that fide, in which caſe it is his Ma- 
's intention that General Clinton ſhould command on 
ede of New England; and I have only to add that what- 
Faiſpoſition is made of the army under your command in 
equence of what has been ſuggeſted, it will be abſolutely 
fry, that effectual care be taken for the protection of 
lax, which being the | {ap repoſitory of all our naval 
u an object of the laſt importance. i | 
Jam, &c. DARTMOUTH. 


Extract 
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Extra? 25 of a Letter from the Ker! of Dartmouth to Major 0 
ral Howe, dated Whitehall, 2d Auguſt, 1775. 


: 8 - - [Received September 264th. | | 
| 3 | , ; 

THE King having fignified his commands that Gene 
Gage ſhould return to England, to lay before his Majeſty 
ſtate of his command, and to affiſt in the conſideration 
what may be neceſſary to the future plan of operations, I ha 
the honour to ſend you his Majeſty's commiſfion, appoint 
you to be {during General Gage's abſence} commander 
chief of all his Majeſty's forces employed or to be emply 
within the colonies lying upon the Atlantic Ocean; and l 
alſo tranſmitted the like commiſſion to General Carleton, 
command the forces employed or to be employed in Ca 
and upon its frontiers. : 

I have in a ſeparate letter to General Gage of this dx 
date, ſtated to him very fully, the King's intention with 

gard to the force to be employed next year in North Ameri 
and ſuggeſted many things reſpecting the ideas of a pla 
operation, | TS 

That letter he is directed to leave with you when he c 
away, and therefore I have only*to add, that I am, &c. 


Copy of a Letter from the Hon, Lieutenant General Gage 1 
Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 1/ October, 1775 
A | [ Received 14th November.) 


My Los, 

I was honoured with your Lordſhip's ſeparate letter 
the 2d of Auguſt, on the 26th ultimo, in which you 
eaſed to inform me of the meaſures that are taken, by 
Majeſty's command, to reinforce his army in North Al 
riea, and to ſtate certain queſtions concerning the o 
tions the ' moſt adyiſeable to be carried on. After tal 
theſe into confideration, it remains to give your Lordl 
my opinion thereupon, viz. 5 
” 1. Whether we ſhould puſh the war with our u 
force the next campaign on the fide of New England: 
I uam of opinion, that no offenſive operations can be © 
ried on to advantage from Boſton, On the ſuppoſitial 


a certainty of driving the rebels from their entrenchma 
no advantage would be gained but reputation; vitory "MP bet 


mc 
L 
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he improved, through the want of every. neceſlary to 
ch into the country. The loſs of men would probably 
eat, and the rebels be as numerous in a few days as be- 
their defeat; beſides, the country is remarkably ſtrong, 
adapted to their way of fighting. _ © 
d, Whether viewing the whole ſtate of America, it would 
he more adviſeable to make Hudſon's River the ſeat 
war, and for that purpoſe immediately take poſſeſſion of 
ity of New Vork, with a part of our force, leaving at 
on what is neceſſary to ſecure that poſt, and keep up a 
nion on that ſide? 4 | | C4 
It has always appeared to me moſt. adviſeable to make 
ſon's River the ſeat of war; its fituation between the 
ern and weſtern Colonies is advantageous ; beſides, being 
pmodious in tranſporting the neceſſaries of an army. 
are made to believe alſo, that many friends in that pro- 
ce would appear in arms, and the troops receive many 
plies they are in want of. A communication. with Cana- 
night be better ſecured from thence than any other part; 
| during the winter, when troops cannot keep the field, 
empts might be made upon the ſouthern provinces, by 
barking in the tranſports, I am, however, of opinion, that 
force now in Boſton, cannot be divided, and is too weak 
hold Boſton and New York at the ſame time. | 
zu. Whether, if it ſhould be be judged unſafe, or unad- 
able to take poſt at New York, it may not be expedient 


endeavour, with a part of the force under your command, 


barked on board the tranſports to make an impreffion 
other places, which if it anſwered no other E would 
able you to collect a large ſupply of live ſtock and pro- 
lons, which is no trifling object in your preſent circum- 
ces? | 5 „„ 
It would undoubtedly be of great uſe to make impreſ- 
s on ſeveral places were there troops ſufficient to land in 
te, ſo as to be enabled to ſtand their ground. Small enter- 
[es of the kind we have found beneficial in collecting live 
and may be continued whenever tranſports are not 
erviſe employed. And a. whether, if neither of the 
laſt propoſitions can be effected, and if even Boſton 
ald not be tenable in the winter without hazard (as ma- 
lere think) it eye not be adviſeable that your whole 
by, ſhould be poſted in proper diviſions at Halifax 
i Quebec, until the events of the winter ſhall point out 
&t place of operation in the ſpring ? 


1a 
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che whole well fortified and ſecured. * 


ordered the fort to be mined, in order to be blown if 


| me, that upwards of 400 perſons have affociated themk 
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I an of opinion that Boſton will be tenable in the yi; 
without hazard, 1 y 
Having anſwered your Lordſhip's queſtions, I wilt 
the liberty to add, that it appears to we moſt neceſſary 
the proſecution of the war, to be in poſſeſſion of ſore 
vince, where you can be ſecured, and whence you 
draw ſupplies of proviſion and forage, and that New n 
ſeems to be the moſt proper to anſwer thoſe purpoſes, I. 
the foundation of the war ſhould be laid, by having tn 


in force, large magazines of military ſtores of all kind 


The poſſeffion of Boſton occaſions a conſiderable diver 
of the enemy's force, and is fo far of uſe ; but is, at the 
time, fo open to attacks on many fides, that it requin 
E to defend it. . | 
le William defends the Channel, a circumſtanne « 
uſe do us, but would be greatly predudicial ſhould the 
find means to get that fortreſs in their hands, on which 
counts I have cauſed the ſea battery to be deſtroyed, and! 


troops ſhould be ordered from Boſton. 

Could out troops be numerous enough to multiply our 
tacks, my opinion is much in favour of ſeizing Rhode [i 
I conceive it to be eaſily defended, with the aid of a fi 
or two, and a few ſmall veſſels of war; and is fo ſituate 
to have an eaſy communication with New York, and fuer 
thence the whole coaſt of Connecticut, the north idate 
Long Iſland, and the weſtern parts of Maſſachuſcts Bay ig 
be attacked, ok | Wc 
By letters lately from Halifax, Governor Legge noi 


there in defence of Government. The Fowey hips 
is ordered there, and takes Lieutenant Cotonel Gore 
with ſome recruits of his own, and Mr. M*<Lean's corps, on. 


two companies of the 14th under convoy, ſo that I hope WWphhi 


the aſſociators a body will be formed of about 600 mel 


"Halifax, excluſive of the Somerſet and Fowey ſhips of mt 


I wrote there long fince about entrenching the Heights 
the Dock Yard and the Citadel Hill, but have no ac 
what has Been done in it. oe 
] bave the honour to be, &c, 
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1779. 1 
aft of a Letter from Major General Howe to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 5th October, 1775. 2 

| [ Received 14th November.] 


Ihe arrival of the Cerberus on the 26th ultimo, I am 
ured with your Lordſhip's diſpatch of the 2d day of 
af, incloſing a commiſhon whereby I am appointed, 
le ag fe Anon General Gage, to command in 
Fall his Majeſty's forces employed or to be employed 
in the Colonies lying on the Atlantic Ocean, 

our Lordſhip may rely upon my utmoſt endeavours to 
ud his Majeſty's ſervice in the important department 
which I am honoured; and I enter upon it with greater 
ulneſs from the knowledge I have of the ſuperior abi- 
of Major Generals Clinton and Burgoyne, upon whoſe 
xt and aſſiſtance I can place the beſt grounded confi- 
ein every difficulty that may ariſe, | 


Fa Letter marked ſeparate, from Major General Howe to 
Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 9th Oktober, 1775. 
[Received 14th November.] 


My Lonxp, ; 

encral Gage having communicated to me your Lordſhip's 
te letter of the 2d of Auguſt laſt, in obedience to your 
lips commands, I trouble you with my ideas upon the 
K of the enſuing campaign, But I muſt beg leave to 
iſe that this town, without the moſt unforeſeen accident, 
e in no danger from the enemy during the winter; on 
batrary, that the reinforcement of 2000 men or five bat- 
from Ireland, will enable us to diſtreſs the rebels by 
ons along the coaſt, and I hope Portſmouth in New 
hire will feel the weight of his Majeſty's arms in the 
| of that ſeaſon, a 

m the preſent appearance and ſtrength of the rebel ar- 
d from the extent his Majeſty's troops now occupy for 
lence of this place, nothing material will probably be 
ted during the remainder of the campaign, 

te amy will ſhortly have full employment, in preparing 
rs for the winter, that we may get under cover by the 
t of November, or ſooner, if expedient. A fortifica- 
lately begun near the extremety of the town, on the 


3 Roxbury 
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Roxbury fide, on which 600 men are daily at work, ay 
this ſtate there is only a proper relief for the defence of 
place. The corps upon the heights of Charles Town is 
employed in e Mr or the winter. 

In anſwer to your Lordſhip's firſt queſtion, viz. © Whey 
the enſuing campaign, ſhould open from hence with the yl 
force ? I beg leave to ſay, that the opening of the camp 
from this quarter would be attended with great hazard; 
well from the ſtrength of the country as from the entre 
poſitions the rebels have taken, from which they prob; 
would not be found without confiderable loſs on our part, n 
from the difficulty of acceſs further into the country, i" 
would have every advantage 1n the defence of it on their 
being indefatigable in raifing field-works, which they jud 
ouſly ſuppoſe muſt wear us down by repeated onſets, wi 
they are ſo numerous in-this part of the country, thatt 
would not feel the-loſs they might ſuſtain, in the leaſt des 
of proportion with us: neither could we prevent them f 
having ſupplies of all denominations from the ſouthern « 
nies, or even preſerve the communication between the a 
and this town without difficulty. I may add to this the, 
fiderable expences attending carriages, artillery, &c, from 
want of a water conveyance from hence, except for afl 
diſtance. | 

Your Lordſhip's ſecond query regards the diviſion 0 
army for the poſſeſſion of New York and this town. | 
humbly of opinion chat our ſtrength at preſent is not adeq 
to the undertaking. The generals Gage, Clinton and! 
goyne, having declared the fame, I am to wait his Mae 
further pleaſure on this head; in the mean time the utmol 
tention will be paid te the health and diſcipline of the tr 

If my orders ſhall be to leave a force here, for the pri 
vation of the town, and to proceed with the remainde 
New York, I beg leave to intimate to your Lordſhip that 
leſs than 5000 men, or eight or nine battalions upon the] 
poſed plan of augmentation will be in my humble opl 
ſufficient for the ſervice required. Such a force having] 

jor General Clinton at the head of it would probably find 
ployment for an army of 10,060 rebels. = 

And I would propoſe twenty battalions to compoſe the ih, 

fon for New York, which would be near 12000 men: 

corps to be employed in opening a communication with 
nada in the firſt inſtance, leaving five battalions for the 
ſence of the city of New Vork. | 
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here would then remain three thouſand regulars for Que- 
„who, with three or four thouſand Canadians, and ſome 
dred Indians, would compoſe the army of Canada. But 
ether theſe numbers for Quebec would be adequate to the 
ice required on that fide, I do not preſume to give an 
nion. ; 

The accompliſhment of the primary object for opening the 
munication being obtained by the two armies, and ſecured 
proper poſts, in which operation the reduction of the re- 
in the province of New York, muſt in ſome meaſure, 
included ; theſe corps might take ſeparate routes into the 
jince of Maſſachuſets Bay, as circumſtances may ariſe. 

ut I am humbly of opinion, that by the entire evacuation 
this town, and taking hold of Rhode Iſland with the force 
poſed for this place, the army would be better connected, 
| the corps would act with greater effect on that fide, from 
nce it might poſſibly penetrate into the country; whereas 
this ation it could only defend the poſt, and perhaps 
ke ome few incurſions for freſh Ber an without the 
er of reducing the inhabitants. The diverſion it would 
aon by drawing after it a large portion of the rebel army, 
d, I imagine, be equal in both ſituations; but being in 
of Rhode Iſland, it would occafion ſuch a jealouſy in 
nnecticut, that the army furniſhed by that province, would 
ably be kept at home for its defence. 

Ind for the blockade of this harbour, ſhould that meaſure 
expedient upon the town being evacuated, a ſmall force 
nt probably be entrenched with ſecurity on ſome com- 
ning ſpot in the neighbourhood of Nantaſket Road, for 
convenience of the ſhipping, which I ſuppoſe might lay 
te for the purpoſe of blockading the port. 

eneral Gage will have the honour of informing your 


=P of the ſteps he has taken for the immediate defence 
aifax, | | 5 

r Lordſhip having been pleaſed to ſay that the firength 
oi ie American army for the enſuing ſpring ſhall amount to 


pity thouſand men; may I hope it may be compoſed of 


ile, according to the propoſed plan of augmentation, 
Ich will produce the number required of regular infantry, 
n whom we muſt depend for deciſion? Were it expedi- 
to add fix battalions to the thirty-four already propoſed 
the American army, amounting to about five thouſand 
v by an equal partition of them between the Canada and 


four battalions, of ten companies, at fifty nine rank 


ol. XI, Mm | Rhode 
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Rhode Ifland diviſions, I have no doubt of the effeRs hei 
adequate to the extra expence incurred by ſuch addition, 

The early arrival of the deſtined reinforcement in the ſpri 
is of ſuch material conſequence to his Majeſty's ſervice, H 
am perſuaded it is needleſs for me to trouble your Lordi 
with any folicitations upon ſo eſſential a point, But I ſhe 
hope the troops for the Boſton diviſion may be embarkel 
the beginning of February, in which caſe they may he 
peQed here about the time I ſhould with the campaign too 
in the middle or latter end of April. 

I beg leave, at the ſame time, to requeſt an addition" 
number of ſurgeons for the general hoſpitals, ' 

May I, in this place, entreat your Lordſhip's countenai" 
and protection in the promotion of the additional compi 
for ſome old and experienced officers upon this duty, wi" 
by their good ſervices, have rendered themſelves worth 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious favour. The paſting of then 
at this juncture, would deprive the army of that ſpirit wh 
has been ſo conſpicuous among its officers this campaighlW'2! 
but as General Gage will have the honour of laying t 
names before his Majeſty, I ſhall not preſume to trouble] 
Lordſhip further on this ſubject. I am, &c. 


W. Howl i: 


Extract of a ſeparate Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth h. 
jor General Howe, dated Whitehall, 5th September, % 
Received 9th November.] In 


I HAVE already, in my letter to General Gage of tit 
Auguſt, which will have been left with you upon his ert 
to England, pointed out the different ideas which had | 
ſuggeſted, of the plan of operations in North Arnerica Wi 
year, if the preſent unnatural rebellion ſhould continue op"o! 
ſupported ; but I did not think myſelf at liberty to go fu en 
in that letter, than nakedly to ſtate the propoſitions Hr 
ſelves; and I carefully avoided appearing to have any ops t! 
of my own upon queſtions of which, both from the natul 
them, and the difficulty of forming any preciſe judgment 
ſuch a diſtance, and without fuller information, it was 1 
for me to decide. But] ventured to deſcribe in general v üble 
not only ſome of the obvious advantages which would ed 
from taking poſt at New York, but alſo the hazard 0 
army's continuing at Boſton in the winter. | * 

4 
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17. D E IAT E . : 


ke intelligence and information of every day fince, have 
yn more clearly both the one and the other; and the fi- 
ton of the troops cooped up 1n a town, expoſed to inſult and 
joyance, if not to ſurprize, from more places than one, de- 
jed of the comforts and neceſſaries of life, waſting away 
lifeaſe and deſertion, faſter than we can recruit, and no lon- 
either the objects of terror or cauſe of diſtreſs to the rebels, 
uy alarming, and demands the moſt ſerious conſideration; 
am commanded by the King to ſay, that if no alteration 
the better ſhould have happened before this letter reaches 
„ or any unexpected advantages of carrying on the war on 
fide of New England ſhould have opened themſelves, it 
ns not only adviſable, but neceſlary, to abandon Boſton 
pre the winter, to diſmantle Caſtle William, and having 
barked all the ſtores and artillery, and afforded every means 
te well-diſpoſed inhabitants, of getting ſafely away wita 
r families and effects, to remove with the troops either to 
Vork or ſome other place to the ſouthward, which con- 


it out as the moſt proper, and where a {quadron of the 
s ſhips may not only lie, but carry on operations with ſe- 
ty during the winter. 

wil tc taking poſt in ſuch a fituation as I have deſcribed, 
is out a proſpect of many advantages, which you will bet- 
conceive than I can ſuggeſt ; but I cannot avoid men- 
ng one, though I am perſuaded it will not eſcape your 
tion, and that is, the opportunity it may afford, of em- 
flag a part of your forces during the open part of the win- 
in ſome ſudden and unexpected enterprize to the ſouth- 
d, which if it has not the effect to ſubdue, will at leaſt ſtrike 
vr to the rebellious colonies, and be the probable means of 
ng a ſupply of proviſions and other neceſſaries for the 


W. 


eneral Gage, as an eſſential part of his conſideration, 1s 
tanſmiſſion of the moſt exact and particular ſtate of every 
g that will be wanted from hence for carrying on the ſer- 
auß and it being the King's intention that you ſhould con- 
mee in the command next year, it is his Majeſty's expreſs 
ion that I repeat this to you, as a neceſſary and indiſ- 
Able object of timely attention; and J am further com- 
ded to add that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure that you do 
int, if you think fit, an Adjutant General and a Quarter- 
er General, his Majeſty being ſenſible of how much con- 
CE it is to you, to have ſuch perſons in thoſe fituations, 
m 2 BY as 


nations of ſuperior advantage, ſafety and convenicnce, ſhall . 


lnother matter which I have touched upon in my letter 
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as from your own knowledge and experience of their abilj 
you may ſafely rely on in all caſes, 


Extract of a Letter from Major General Howe to the Far 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 26th Nov. 1775. 
[ Received 27th December.] 


ON the ꝗth inſtant, by his Majeſty's ſhip Pœhnix, ] 
the honour of your Lordſhip's ſeparate letter, of the gh 
September, with duplicates of your Lordſhip's letters of 
2d Auguſt to General Gage and myſelf; allo a letterf 
Mr. Secretary Pownall of the 8th September, contain 
two Encloſures, and a copy of a ſecret letter of the 5th 
tember, intended for your Lordſhip's ſignature, 

The removal of the troops from hence before the wit 
ſeaſon ſhould ſet in, being the principal object of your Lo 
ſhip's letter of the 5th September, it is with great reluc 
J am to inform you, that his Majeity's intentions in this 
ticular, from the late arrival of the orders, cannot be ca 
into execution. : * 

By the eſtimate, No. 1, your Lordſhip will obſerve 
inſufficiency of the tonnage of tranſports, now in port, 
carry the troops, the artillery, the ſtores of all denom 
tions, the well diſpoſed inhabitants, with their effects, 
ſuch merchandize as it may be thought prudent to rem 
If all our veſſels were in port, the whole could not haveg 
at one embarkation, by a deficiency of 11,602 tons, e 
with the addition of the ſhips and ſmall craft to be proc 
in the harbour. And when I reflect upon a diviſion of 
army for two embarkations, in its preſent weak ſtate; u 
the ſituation this garriſon and the troops ſent to New 
would be in, with reſpect to the enemy, it appears to 
that more would be hazarded than prudence could ju 
eſpecially, as I ſhould, in that caſe, be dependent upon 
return of tranſports, at a ſeaſon when the navigation on 
coaſt, from the violence of northerly winds, is fo very | 
carious. | 

The Generals Clinton, Burgoyne, and Lord Percy © 
curring in opinion with me, upon the inexpediency of 

cuating this place before the ſpring, J am encouraged to It 
my determination to remain here will not meet with 
King's diſpleaſure. | 

We are not under the leaſt apprehenſion of any attack u 
this place from the rebels, by ſurprize, or ptherwite, 7 


e ſtrong entrenchments, to which alone they may attri- 


t from fickneſs, the extended defence of this town and 
ateral poſts, our force for the winter will not be adequate 
ny other undertaking of conſequence to his Majeſty's ſer- 
ſuch as the poſſeſſion of Rhode Iſland, New York, 
ladelphia, or Charles Town in South Carolina; yet, in 
courſe of the winter, ſhould any operations from ex- 
ge of circumſtances be thought adviſable, the oppor- 
ty will not be neglected. | 

Having tranſmitted to the treaſury by this conveyance ſe- 
| returns, ſpecifying what may be wanted for carrying 
Majeſty's commands 1nto execution 1n the ſpring, I have, 
your [ordſhip's information, ſent copies of. them in a 
anate letter. And for the operations of the enſuing cam- 
zu, after receiving from your Lordſhip his Majeſty's 
ſure upon that head, I beg leave to propoſe, that the part 
ebgth regiment here be ſent to Halifax in the ſpring, 
ich, with Lieutenant Colonel Goreham's corps now there, 
| fome recruits of Lieutenant Colonel Maclean's, added 
the militia intended to be raiſed in that colony, by infor- 
ton received on the 15th October from Governor Legge, 
„hope, put the dock-yard and town in perfect ſecu- 
from any attacks. By my laſt accounts from thence, of 
18th October, the temporary works intended to ſtrength- 
the dock were very forward, and it was propoſed. to have 
entrenchment and block-houſes upon the citadel-hill, for 
future protection of the town, if it could be done before 
winter. | a 

he detachment of the 14th regiment, now at Halifax, 
n the junction of the 65th, will be ordered here; and as 
pprehend the other parts of that corps would be more eſ- 
tally employed with the army, than where they now are, 
| therefore give directions accordingly, unleſs I receive 
t Lordſhip's orders to the contrary, or in the mean time 
3 of the neceſſity of their remaining to the ſouth- 


for the blockade of this harbour, if ſuch a meaſure is 
ved expedient, I would propoſe the entrenching one batta- 
lat a place where ſhips of war can ſecurely winter; it 
lg, as I am informed, better ſituated for the object re- 


agreeable 


53 * 


ice of in your Lordſhip's letter; on the contrary, it were 
be wiſhed that they would attempt ſo raſh a ſtep, and quit 


etheir preſent ſecurity: but when I ſay this, I muſt add, 


ind than Caſtle William, which will be totally deſtroyed, 
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agreeable to his Majeſty's orders, by mines, which are 
to be loaded upon the evacuation of this town. 

The next object I would mention, is the taking hol 
Rhode Iſland with ten battalions, under the command of \ 
Jor-general Clinton, having a fleet adapted to this ſerjj 
with directions to puſh forward for Providence. 

There will then remain ſixteen battalions for New Y( 
according to the fncloſed diſtribution, the 6th, 14th, and16 
regiments not included, the latter being ſtationed in M 
Florida, and the 6th not likely to arrive, until late in the 
Page. 

ut this army. though complete in the ſpring, muſt 
between ſix and ſeven thouſand recruits, and of the w 
kind, if chiefly compoſed of 1lriſh Roman Catholics, cen 
to deſert if put to hard work, and from their ignorand 
arms, not entitled to the ſmalleſt confidence as ſoldiers. 
To obviate this real grievance, I would moſt humbly 
poſe, that 100 men, hired from the Hanoverian and Hel 
armies, be incorporated without officers into each of the 
2700 Ger- battalions of foot; the 42d regiment, eſteemed equal tot 
mans. battalions, and the marincs not being included: ſuch oft 
men as remain after the ſervice is at an'end, to be returng 
their reſpective ſtates, 
That 100 men be alſo added to each battalion, to be vl 
2700 Mili- teers from the ſubſtitutes of the Engliſh militia, and to k 
tia: no longer than the exiſtence of this moſt unnatural rebel 
be regiments might then want to complete them al 
200 Re- e recruits in the ſpring, making a ſmall allowance for 
cruits. ſualties that may happen in the winter by ſickneſs, deſer 
and ſervice. | 

In this ſtate, the army would be reſpectable for then 
ber it would conſiſt of, and may be kept up in future! 
out difficulty, by the two additional companies per battal 
but unleſs this, or ſome better conſidered plan be adopted, 
encreaſe of the King's troops by recruits for the enſuingd 
paign, which in its conſequences may be exceedingly 
tant, will give little or no ſuperiority over the rebel be 
who, though raw as ſoldiers, are nevertheleſs accuſtome 
the ule of arms. | | 

beg leave further to add my opinion, that this fore 
not be adequate to an active ofentive campaign on the ff 
New York and Rhode iſland, paying no other regard t0 
place, than the blockade of the harbour. The numbe 
aforementioned will not amount to more than 5000 lip 
men for Rhode Iſland, and 8900 for New Vork, out of 
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divifion, not leſs than 2000 ſhould be left for the defence 
the town and poſts 1 to be occupied: I would 
fore humbly propoſe a reinforcement of 4000 Ruſſians, 


nich 1 500 to join General Clinton, and 2500 the corps 
4 at New York. | 


Jeſs than 10,000 men on the ſide of Rhode Iſland, and 
aps 20,000 in the province of Mew York, to act againſt 
eral Carleton on one hand, and the New York corps on 
other: the laſt may probably begin the campaign by the 
2 of New York, as recent accounts from thence mention 


from Philadelphia, to proceed thither immediately as a 
iſon; and it is to be expected, that they will ſatisfy it in 
beſt manner they are able, from the infinite conſequence 
poſſeſſion of it is to them. 

Mr. Secretary Pownall's letter of the 8th September, I 
nformed, that the removal of the effects and merchandize 
| hence, belonging to the enemies, as well as friends of 


able meaſure : but the commands for the effects of the 
iſpoſed not being poſitive, I am to beg your Lordſhip's 
ter directions, leſt government by my determinations may 
paged in future diſputes and expence. I am particularly 
to this, as Mr. Pownall in his letter mentions, «That 
directed tp ſay, I muſt in this and every caſe of the like 
be the deſt judge, and muſt therefore uſe my own diſ- 
on;“ at the ſame time I beg leave to remark, the great 
enience and relief ſuch goods and merchandizes would 
the rebels taking poſſeſſion of this town; upon which 
d, I humbly apprehend the meaſure might be juſtified, 
liſtreſs to the enemy, - | | 
bur Lordſhip having been pleaſed to ſignify the King's 
ee to me, that I ſhould, if I found occaſion, appoint 
"> Wjutant-general, and a quarter-maſter-general to this ar- 
[ ſhall pay the utmoſt attention to his Majeſty's ſervice, 
appointment I am ſo unworthily entruſted to make. 
letter from Major Rogers at New York to General 
being directed to the commander in chief, came to my 
$ {ince the General's departure, wherein he has made 
of his ſervices, ts which 1 have given encouragement, 
ring him to make his propoſals, and by giving an aſſu- 


* „that I am well inclined to do every thing in wy power 
1 rd him an opportunity of recommending himſelf to his. 


Majeſty's 


ſo combat theſe armies, I apprehend the rebels would not 


xy of 4000 men being ordered by the Continental Con- 


mment, has occurred to the King's miniſters to be an 
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perience and ability for the enſuing campaign. 


Inhabitants, with their effects, ſuppoſed to be 
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Majeſty's future favour. I find from Governor Tryon, ch 
the rebels have made conſiderable overtures to him. 

I beg leave to aſſure your Lordſhip, that I am truly ſenſi 
of the confidence the King has been pleaſed to repoſe in n 
by entruſting the important command of this army, for | 
enſuing campaign, to my direction, in which diſtinguih 
ſituation, every means will be exerted to forward his Mae 
intentions. | 

General Burgoyne, having received the King's leave to 
turn to Britain, will deliver theſe diſpatches, and it is ne 
leſs for me to add, that he can give to your Lordſhip the 
left information relative to his Majeſty's ſervice in this 
of America, If his Majeſty has not more eſſential ſer 
for him, and it ſhould be his inclination to return tot 
country, 1 hope I may not be deprived of an officer of his 


Return of Tonnage neceſſary for tranſporting the Troops, Art 
ry, Stores, and Inhabitants, &c. c. c. 
| | Boſton, 27th Nov, 17] 


Departments, 7 

Royal artillery ftores - - ,Þ 
One regiment of dragoons - | hel 

Ten thouſand infantry - . 

Deputy quarter maſter generals — - of 

Commiſſary generals — - 

Engineers | - 4 

Barrack maſter generals - - 1 

General hofoital - | K 


Tonnage of tranſports at preſent in port 

Out upon different ſervices - | | 

Ships and ſmall craft in harbour | Ki 
K bs > lx n 

Wanting to compleat — uy 


— 


13 


Pifribution of thirty-one Battalions, as fer Margin, intind- | 
{ for the Army in America, under the Command of Major 


mral Howe, for the Campaign 1776, humbly ſubmitted; 
Boſton, 26th Nov. 1775, 


aliens, | Diftribution. | 

h, Battalions, 
th, 65th, Halifax and Newfoundland I 
th, Near Nantaſket-road 1 

t | Rhode Iſland - 10 

h New York - 10 
14th, Virginia, Halifax and St. Au- 

b, guſtine - - I 

th 16th, Eaſt and Weſt Florida 13 
d, 6th, Weſt Indies - | 
b. 31 


3 
th | | 
d, 38th, 40th, 42d, eſteemed equal to two battalions, 
laying 1000 men, 43d, 44th, 45th, 46th, 47th, 49th, 
520, 55th, 63d, 64th, 65th, marines two battalions, 
Total 31. BEE + 
. B. The battalions are eſtimated at 500 men each for 


1 


of Letter from Major General Howe to the Earl of 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 27th Nov. 1775, 
[ Received 271h December.] 2 


My Lonn, 

HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that the 
by tranſport from Cork, with four companies of the 
regiment of foot; two tranſports, haying on board four 

janies of the 3d battalion of the royal regiment of artil- 

and two ſhips with ardnance ſtores, are ſafely arrived, 

brig Nancy, with ordnance ſtores, was ſpoke to by one 

King's cruizers, the 15th inſtant, and is the only ord- 

ſtore ſhip miſſing, that ſailed under convoy of the 

x man of war; but none of the tranſports from Cork, 

the 17th, 27th, 28th, 46th, and 58th regiments, have 

Dade their appearance, except the Whitby above- men- 
h which occaſions ſome apprehenſions that they have 

iriven far to the ſouthward by the violence of the late 

IL, XI. Nn nor 
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25th inſtant, within a ſhort diſtance of the light-houſe, : 


ters, provided we do not wait too long for the flocks, 
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northerly winds; it is much to be wiſhed that they n 
arrived, not only for the uſe they may be of, but on accoy 
of the advanced ſeaſon of the year, and the dangers veſt 
muſt run by coming on this coaſt, in the preſent {ituation 
things, wilkicut convoy or forte, and having no friendly p 
but this to receive them, while the rebels' cruizers are wald 
ful to take the advantage of their weakneſs or neceſſie 
wherein they have already been too ſucceſsſul, and will pi 
bably do much more miſchief, unleſs the King's ſhips can ei 
trive to cut them off. | 5 
——— inſtance of daring ſpirit was ſhewn ont 
within view of his Majeſty's ſhips, by a ſchooner that 
actually taken one, and would have taken two tranſyq 
loaded with forage, had it not been for the vigilance of Li 
tenant Bourmaſter of the navy, and agent of tranſports, 
this ſervice, who cut his cables, reſcued the veſſel taken: 
drove off the rebel, in an armed tranſport, ſtationed for 
protection of the light-houſe. In juſtice to this gentlem 
merit, I leave to report to your Lordſhip, that he Me 
during General Gage's command, and fince that time, i 
riably acted with the greateſt alacrity and attention to the. 
vice in his own line, and upon other occaſions, M 
In conſequence of your Lordſhip's letter to the maſter Wn: 
neral of the ordnance, due attention fhall be paid to the re 
of the officers belonging to the 3d battalion royal artillery Wſr p 
When I. had laſt the honour of writing to your Lordi e: 
T flattered myfelf that the army would have been in qui 
at this time; but to my great difappointment, the works 
ceſſary for the winter defence of Charles Town heights, | 
been ſo much retarded by an unuſual wet ſeaſon, and wa nav 
artificers, that they are not yet perfect for the detach tur 
intended to remain there, that corps, therefore is {till i 
field: a part of the troops on this ſide have quitted the cifWnyc; 
and the whole army, I think I can aſſure your Lordſhip; Wor, 
beunder cover in a few days. | erte 
I Have been under the neceſſity of taking off the men iſe 4; 
ploved upon the fortification within Boſton- neck, which eg. 
begun before General Gage's departure, in order to erim 
them. in throwing up redoubts for a better defence on tb all 
common. r JEW 10 b cir 


of the con N | 
"The ficknefs of the army has rather increaſed of late 


the ſeverity of the ſeaſon ;- but hope, ſince there is nam, 
epidemical among us, that we fhalf quickly recover in qi 


3 


un DD £-2-A-T:E 


no, blankets, &c. expected from England; in the mean 
pe, the utmoſt attention will be had to the preſervation of 
plth, 

on vour Lordſhip having been pleaſed to take notice of the 
this army has ſuffered by deſertion during the eampaign, 
ace the ſatisfaction to acquaint you, that only thirty-three 

have deſerted ſince the 19th of April, 

By information, the rebe] troops are in great want of 
e ming, and much diſſatisfied on other accounts; their 
eements to ſerve will expire for the moſt part by the laſt 
December, and there is reaſon to believe, that many of 
n will decline entering into new engagements : in the 
an time, they have got into barracks, having a range of 
mat every poſt, the moſt extenſive of which are at Cam- 


be light-houſe at the mouth of this harbour, ſo neceſſary 
the ſafety of veſſels bound to this port, is now, I hope, 
flually ſecured, and a detachment of troops will be kept 
re for its future defence; the lanthorn is repaired, and was 
ted the 2 3d inſtant, e | | 
beg leave to remark, the great want of ſeamen expe- 
ed this ſummer, for the navigating of tranſports, for 
ning armed veſſels and boats on particular ſeryices, and 
many other occaſions, which induces me to urge the ne- 
ity of ſending out ſeamen to complete the tranſports to 
r proper number, a return whereof is incloſed. It is alſo 
e wiſhed, that the King's ſhips had their war eſtabliſh- 
its, as they would then be able to ſpare men for extra ſer- 
s, and not have the ſame reaſon for preſſing out of the 
from Europe and other parts coming with ſupplies for 
ag navy and army, a practice which may greatly affect us 
oo uture, unleſs your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to direct, that 
ections be given to veſlels ſailing from Britain, and ex- 
aptions to others who may bring ſuch ſupplies. | 
fore the departure of General Gage, an expedition was 
erted by the General and Admiral, for the deſtruction of 
e Anne and Falmouth, two ſea port towns on the coaſt to 
eaſt· ward, that were diſtinguiſhed for their oppoſition to 
ment ; the Canceaux and an armed tranſport, having 
hall detachment of troops on board, were to execute it; 
| circumſtances, it was found inexpedient, to make any 
k upon Cape Anne, whereupon they proceeded to Fal- 
m, which place, after giving timely warning to the in- 
ants, for the removal of themſelves and their effects, was 
Med on the 18th of October, burning about five hun- 
Nu 2 | dred 
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from Admiral Graves, declaring the attempt unadviſe 
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dred houſes, fourteen ſea veſſels, taking and deſtroying { 
ral others, without any loſs on our part. | 
On the return of this detachment, the 5th inſtant, | 
ceived confirmation, that the party from the rebel army, | 
der the command of a Colonel Arnold, of which ] preſu 
your Lordſhip would have advice from General Gage, | 
gone up the Kennebec river, intending to enter Canada 
the river Chaudiere ; that they had got to fort Halifax, ab 
ſixty miles from the mouth of the „ from whe 
they had ſent back about two hundred ſick, nothing funt 
has been ſince heard of them. | 
General Gage would of courſe acquaint your Lordi 
that a veſſel arrived expreſs from Quebec, on the 10th of ( 
tober, with letters to him from General Carleton and Lie 
tenant Governor Cramatie, copies of which are herewith} 
cloſed. In conſequence, I determined to fend, and had 
dered a battalion of marines to embark immediately on b 
tranſports, and proceed to Quebec, under the convoy oft 
Cerberus frigate, as had been ſettled by Admiral Gn 
The tranſports were in readineſs to receive the troops 
13th following, when I received the incloſed letter, No. 


| | 


and impraQticable for tranſports, upon which I wrote to hi 
that I ſhould drop the idea of ſending the troops in tranſpo 
upon his repreſentations, as your Lordſhip may obſerve 
copy of my letter incloſed, No. 2, intending at that time 
procure ſmaller veſſels, better adapted to work their way 
the river St. Lawrence, but not being able to have then 
ted for ſea in reaſonable time to undertake the voyage 8 
the leaſt proſpect of ſucceeding, I judged it moſt prudent 
decline ſending the reinforcement, and diſpatched the exp 
veſſel back to Quebec, on the evening of the 13th of Odo 

A variety of contradictory reports have ſince come by 
way of New York, relative to the tranſactions on the pa 
Canada, and moſtly favourable to his Majeſty's arms, unti 
2cth inſtant, when a few days paſt a rebel paper was brou 
in here, giving an account of the ſurrender and capitulatil 
Chamble and St. John's, by which the garriſon are to ret 
priſoners in Connecticut, or elſewhere, as the contine 
Congreſs ſhall direct; Major Stopford, of the 7th regime 
commanded at the firſt, and Major Preſton, of the 26ti 
the latter place. A veſſel from Quebec, bound to Euft 
which was ſpoke with lately at ſea, having given the ſame 
formation, I fear there is tos much truth in the intelligene 
I am, &C, . W. Hows: 


— 


W. D EB ATE 8.5 / 


yof a ſeparate Letter from Major General Howe to the Earl 
of Dartmouth, dated Boſton 24 December, 1775. 
{Received a th December. 

My LomRD, | N Ss 
FOR your Lordſhip's moſt perfect information of the 
te of this army, I have done myſelf the honour to encloſe 
ies of returns and eſtimates with my own occaſional re- 
le, which J have tranſmitted to the Lords Commiſſioners 
the Treaſury by this opportunity ; alſo a'copy of my let- 
 xccompanying them, for their Lordſhips? conſideration, 
which I have nothing further to add, than that I am, &c. 

| VW. Hows. 


ba Prci 


urn of Proviſions in Store at Boſton, the 16th November, 
75, and how long the fame with thoſe /ince depoſited will ſerve 


dre, vix. 


ſtore, belonging to the crown — 31 caſks ſuet; 12880 lbs. 
ork ; 23460 Ibs. dried cod fiſh ; 9857 buſhels wheat; 
221590 Ibs. flour; 94044 lbs. bread ; 20384 pints oil. 

to, belonging to the contraftors——764690 lbs. pork ; 
52499 lbs. flour; 9633 lbs. bread ; 48196 lbs. butter; 
857 lbs. rice. gx FL EE 


hip Queen of Naples, cargo from London, the reſt being 
iz barrels flour have proved bad and unfit for uſe 223896 
gz caſks ſuet; 777570 lbs. pork ; 23469 lbs. dried 
od fiſh; 9857 buſhels wheat; 1297985 lbs. flour; 103677 
N. bread; 48 196 lbs. butter; 20384 pints oil ; 9857 lbs. 
ce. | n 


th February next. | 


th March next. | 

the butter and oil will ſerve 106 days, ending the 4th 
March next, 3 i ER: 
ſuet and rice are reſerved for the uſe of the hoſpitals. 

de cargo of the ſnow Induſtry, from Briſtol, is not in- 


Kd in the above return; {he began to diſcharge two days 
: | The 


2000 Men, at the Allowance now i ſſued for want of Peaſe and 


rember 28th, depoſited by ditto, 982 barrels flour of the 


pork and fiſh will ſerve 12000 men 99 days, ending the | 
wheat flour and bread will ſerve 116 days, ending the 
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Royal Artillery, 200 horſes. 


450 tons hay; 12,391 buſhels oats ; ; 5640 buſhels x 
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_ The live Rock i is likewiſe not included i in the above red 


To his Exceliviicy” the Hon. Boſton, Nov. 20 
Sir Wm. Howe, Major (Signed) D. Cr a 
General and Commander Commiſſary of Pu 


| in Chief, &c. &c. r a Hons, 


Obſervations on the ;Provifien Return. 


B the return berewith indoſed it appears, that there 
Sate for the army in ſtore to ſerve longer than 
beginning of March, 1276. 

ix months biſcuit for 20,000 men, of a quality tok 
twelve months, may prove of eſſential ſervice in the cout 
the enſuing campaign, as the conveniencies for baking 
cannot he always had in this country; and if the biſcuit 
made of about ſix to the pound, they will pack the better, 

It is requeſted that one-fifth part of the meat deſigned 
the army may be beef. 

Anadditionat quantity of the ſmall ſpecies, eſpecially 
meal; rice, ſuet and vinegar, will be requiſite for the uf 
the hoſpitals. 

One third of the whole to be packed up in ſmall 
which ſhould not exceed 100 lb. groſs, for the conveniene 


carrying t two of them upon a horſe. 
Gel W. How! 


Rune of Hei ve Horſes, Cattle and Sheep, with the Quaui 
"Fang? in ore, and the Number o Days it will laſt, 


* Head Quarters, Boſton, Nov, 2% 15 
Dt partnients. 
die ght Dragoons, 234 horſes. 
erals and officers, 160 horſes, 


2 Quartermaſter Gen. sohorſes, 100 cattle, 400 fh 
Total, 674 3 100 cattle, 400 ſheep. 


In Store. 


corn; 12, 861 buſhels bran. 


Ha I00 days. 
The whole will laſt 1025, &c. 150 os, 


Expt 


179. DE B A:T EIS. 
FA Expedited. 2 
m. Canada, 150 tons hay; 10,000 buſhels oats; 5000 
aſhels bran. 5 | , 
p Nova Scotia 150 tons hay. 
l, 300 tons hay; 10,000 buſhels oats 3 5000 buſhels: 
in. n 1 EY 
FRE Ha 60 days. 
The whole will laſt { Oar, xc. $0 hw 
N. B. The ration at the preſent allowance is 131d. 
n caſe of ſcarcity the damaged flour now in ſtore, to the 
unt of 3000 barrels, equal to 609,000 weight, may be 
e uſe of by mixing a proportion with oats, corn, &c. 
will increaſe the price of the ration to 18. 9 0. 
| (Signed) W. Howe. 


of the Barrack Bedding, Furniture and Fuel, in the Care of 
the Barrack Maſter, Badan, 1/} December, 1395. 


8 At Boſton. _ „ 
tel ling, 3333 bed caſes ; 4149 bolſter caſes ; 577 ruggs ; 
1 321 blankets 3 4280 pair ſheets; 16 matraſſes and pillows. 


tore, 1052 iron pots; 705 grates; 296 pair dog- irons; 

29 tongs; 231 ſhovels; 202 axes; 316 candleſticks; 

2 iron ſtoves 3 1020 tramels; 600 pokers; 500 aſh 

nes; 425 buckles; 120 mallets; 260 iron wedges ; 

o tables; 320 forms; 120 chairs; 36 lanthorns. 

Land candles, 668 cords of wood; 809 chaldrons coals; 

0,000 Ib. candles. #3 

Ordered from England, and daily expected. £ 

ling, 3276 bed caſes ; 2560 bolſter caſes ; 3650 ruggs 3 

oo blankets 3 3945 pair ſheets ; 50 tons flocks, 

ture, 580 iron ſtoves, , 

land candles, 4000 . coals; 25,000 lb. candles. 
otal. | 


0321 blankets ; 8225 pair ſheets 5 50 tons flocks ; 16 
attraſſes and pillows. : 


ons; 229 tongs ; 231 ſhovels; 202 axes ; 316 candle- 
&; 170 iron ſtoves ; - 1020 tramels; 600 pokers ; 


; 250 tables; 320 forms; 120 chairs; 36 * 
3. ue 


Expt 


ing 6709 bed caſes ; 6709 bolſter caſes 3 4227 ruggs; 
uture 1052 iron pots; 705 grates; 296 pairs of dog- | 


o alh boxes; 425 buckles ; 120 mallets; 260 iron wed - 
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To mount two regiments of cavalry 
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Fuel and candles, 668 cords of wood ; 4899 chaldrons coy 
go0O lb. candles. 

N B. In the firſt article of bedding at Boſton, is inclul 
1000 ſets of bedditig got from the tranſports, yaa to halft 
number of double beds. 

The coals and candles are ordered from England by n 
independent of that I now learn is ordered by the I 
Commiſfioners of the Treaſury. And there is now at H: 
fax 10,000 cords of wood, ready to be tranſported hit 
when tranſports can be ſpared to fetch it; 5000 cord 
wood are directed to be cut againſt the ſpring, and by i 
time 6000 chaldron of coals, now digging, will be ready 


be pped at Spaniſh River in the iſland of Cape Breton. 
(Signed) JAMEs RoBERTS0 
Barrack Maſter Gene 


[ar 


Two Eftimates of Horſes and — want ing for the Cany, 
1776. 
1. Supp'y of * for an Army of thirty Battalions of Infan 


and two Regiments of Cavalry, for the Carriage of Bag 
e and 9 ons, with Horſes in Proportion. 


He 
| Diſtribution. | 
| : Waggons. P. 
Fe or the wh of one battalion ' = * 1 b 
Twenty- nine more 348 1%, 
For the ſoldiers tents of one battalion 00 
Twenty-nine more | - coe 
13 the bread of one battalion . 4 
A wenty- nine more — 10 ute 
For the baggage of one Tn of cavalry 8 jor 
ne mare | 8 apl 
For the bread of one regiment of cavalry | , Sub 
: One more ae 
For the generals and ſtaff officers; including » an 
their ſaddle-horſes | 7 he 4 


For the ſaddle-borſes of the officers of one batta- 
lion of infantry ſuppoſed to be 0 


T wenty-ning more fy wc: of ſe 
Total 540 1 
Fir b. 


ES © ws 2 8. 


Forage for the above Horſes. | 
Fir what Time. | Hay Tons. Oats Tons, 
Rat. 20b. Rat. glb. 


orone day - 1 | 33 IS 
or ninety-one days: — 3003 1365 
N. B. Complete harneſs wanting for 490 wag tour 
ſes to each waggon. 


m | Li Horſes and Waggons in the Garriſon. 

1 Diſtribution, 

dy Her ſes. Waggons. 

n et dragoons 89 ' 

„ quarter maſter general - 50 80 

ne nerals and other officers - 0 160 
ating to complete 5 490 31 8 


nþ 


Total 540 3662 
lt is intended that the magazines for this army ſhould be 
d by water, and not more than twenty miles diſtance 
n it, 


Hud Quarters, Boſton, 27th November, 1775. 


2 


Proportion of Batt Horſes for the Carriage of the Baggage of 
the ſame Army, with Waggons to ny Bread, ee and 


„ General Officers Baggage. 
Diſtribution. 


utenant colonel 4 
jor - 

aptaiis, 5 each - 
dubalterns, 3 to 2 27 
the Generals Com. 2 
at, 2 each 10 


Horſes. Waggons. 


For one battalion batt 
 horſesincluded * 95 
Tvwenty- nine more 2755 


- 41 For one battalion 28 7 
4 Twenty-nine more 812 203 
F or mounting two re- 
giments of cavalry co 
Batt horſes for ditto 60 
oL, XI. Oo Bread 
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Horſes. W 49 


Bread 5 1 For two regiments 40 


Proviſions 4 


For the general and 
ſtaff officers in- 


cluding their ſad- 

dle horſes 342 

Total 47 38 1 
Forage for the above Hor ſes. 

Hay Tons. Oat: 
Rat. 20lb. Ra, 

For one day - - 43 
For ninety-one days - - 3013 u 
Herfes. Wag 

Difference between the two returns 1076 


Return of Horſes wanting for the Field Artillery, with bi 
8 for Ninety-one Days. 
ota - 648 
Horſes 5 Effective — Re 2k ka 
Wanting to complete 448 540 
Proper ſaddles wanting for the whole number of batt hork 
(Signed) WILLIAM SHERRIFF, D. 2 AA. 6 


Report of the Cargo of the Ship Queen of Naples, Capt. Pn 
from London, ſhipped on the Contractors Hecount, and cnjy 
to their Agent, Henry Lloyd, Eſq; at Boſton, viz. 


Barrels of flour, good - 744 
Ditto fit for preſent uſe . - 238 
Sour and bad — — - 813 
Total 1795 0 
Beſton, 29th Nov. 1775. | 
(Signed) D. CHAMIER, 
| > Commiſſary of Stores and Proviſm 

To his Excellency the Hon. W. Howe, Major General and\ 
mander in Chief, Sc. 


Return of Stores wanted for Service of bis Majeſty's Wit 
the Engineers's Department at Boſton, 7th Aug. inclied | 
Honourable Board of Ordnance, 1gth Auguſt, 17757 9% 


Cheveaux de frize, ſets — — 


Cuir 


1 1179: D. E-B AT E S. 


1 aſſes with head pieces, ſets - - 50 
"WEthrops or crows feet, Ib. wt. - - 2000 
ows of iron - - - 100 
mers, hand = - — 100 
lledge - - - 5Fo 
penter's tools in boxes, ſets - 6 
ndſtones with troughs, &c. - - 20 
untelets of cured hides - — 200 


nbrough lines, ſkaines * - 100 


Entrenching Tools. 
es, broad = - | 200 
felling - OT - 600 
pick - - * 1000 
id hatchets - - * 1000 
rows, wheel - - - 500 
hand - - - . 300 
des, common - . - 2000 


(d-biils - - FOI 1000 
Fs, hand 9 05 as - 100 
croſs cut = - - 50 


d bags, buſhel — / 10,000 

2 buſhel — e n 
kes of ſorts, ſize from 5 to 8g inches, barrels 20 
ls, 24d. ditto - - - 10 
purs of ſorts | - | - 200 


Rope. | | 
7d, 4x inch, 2; 3 ditto, 2; 22 ditto, 3; 2 ditto, . 
ite, 31 inch 2; 2 ditto, 3; 12 ditto, 3. Total 18 coils, 


VQtober 1ſt, an addition was thought abſolutely neceſſary 
e made to the within return, by adding the following 
cers, f 


ditching - * | ZZ 0p - 500 
wels, ſhod - - - 1500 
iron - - - 500 


penters, maſter - | 1 
foreman PRA. 4 - I 
carpenters - - 20 

layers, maſter - % 1 
bricklayers - - 6 

kſmiths, maſter - - [ 
blackſmiths - | - 6 

kelwrights >» 8 ! 2 33 of 

Oo2 The 
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- ariſe in procuring it, if the inhabitants of that iſland are igin 
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The company of artificers to be ſent out to ſerve under f 
immediate direction of the commanding engineer, as at N 
Foundland, Gibraltar, &c. a = 7 
(Signed) John MonsTRESOR, Commanding Engingr, 
His Excellency Major General Hows. 


5 Remarks, 


It will be neceſſary to begin the campaign with fix mon 
forage in the magnets RES cannot be procured int} 
country in its preſent ſituation, therefore it muſt be looked 
from Europe. 3 
Rhode Ifland, from the beſt information, can ſupply fift 
thouſand tons of hay in a ſeaſon, but ſtill great difficulties y 


cal, as you muſt depend upon them to cut and cure the h 
The ſame obſervation will anſwer with reſpe& to Long Ila 
and Staten Iſland, in the province of New Vork. The 
fore upon this uncertainty the dependence upon magazi 
uſt be upon Europe. _ 
The army being in the field, may furniſh itſelf with pr 
forage from the middle of June to the middle of September, 
Canada is able to ſupply the articles of oats and bran; 
the length and uncertainty of the voyage is ſuch, that it 
thought theſe articles may be brought from England or 
land full as cheap, and with this advantage, that oats in] 
ticular are far ſuperior in quality, E423 
As to horſes, waggons, and harneſs, when the preſent te 
per of the Americans is conſidered, they certainly will d 
off every thing of that kind, wherever the army appears; | 
on tbe other hand, ſhould any one of the provinces returi 
their duty, it would furniſh the army with theſe arti 
neceſſary for carrying on the war. 
SH PTE 3 (Signed) W, How 
Head Quarters, Baſton, 27th Nov. 1775. 


Copy of a Letter from Major General Howe to the Earl 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 34 December, 1775. 
Received 27th December.] 


My Lord, 
By a letter received laſt night from Lieutenant Gove 
Cramatie, which yoar Lordſhip has encloſed, there i; 
"my J 


bh B B A E s. 


ans, the whole province of Quebec will fall into the 


date, by one Day, I learn Montreal has ſurrendered; 
General Carleton was on his way down the river, in an 
| veſſel, and that there was little reaſon to believe the 
al would be able to withſtand the expected attack. 

je lieutenant governor of Quebec, under thoſe circum- 
xs, has been induced to detain five tranſports ſent from 
, for forage, by which we not only loſe the hay and 
expected as per return in my ſeparate letter of 2d inftant, 
xe deprived of 1416 tons of ſhipping, to be added to 


th November, as wanting for the removal of this gar- 
„ &c, at one embarkation. I hope that the tranſports to 
theſe, and to make up the deficiency in the return, 
be ordered out early in the ſpring, and in conſideration 
e loſs we have already ſuſtained by the enemy, that they 
| come under convoy. 

n the Nancy brigantine, an ordnance tranſport, hav- 
n board 4000 ſtand of arms complete, 100,000 flints, 


ren inch mortar, with other ſtores in proportion, was 
in the Bay laſt week by the rebels privateers, and af- 
n inſtance for this neceſſity. The circumſtance is ra- 


unfortunate to us, as they are now furniſhed with all 
quiſites for ſetting the town on fire, having got a large 
tity of round carcaſſes, and other ſtores, with which they 
not have been otherwiſe ſupplied. The particular 
ter whereby ſhe was taken, is not aſcertained; but ſo 
patifices having been practiſed upon ſtrangers, under the 


ith ſtores of any kind, cannot be put too much upon 
guard. | N 
I ſubmit to your Lordſhip the neceſſity there may be 


alſo to requeſt your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to di- 
twice the quantity of engineers tools contained in the 
ded return to be ſent out in ſeparate ſhips, for two divi- 
o the army; both of which may be employed in ſteges. 
late of this return will point out the time when the re- 
on was made. FW : 
on an apprehenſion that the advantages gained by the 
in Canada, and their good fortune here, in poſſeſſing 
lies of our ſtores, may encourage them to further at- 
tempts, 


4 reaſon to fear that by a general defection of the Ca- 


b of the rebels: and by a private letter from thence, of 


uantity ſpecified in the return of tonnage in my diſpatch 


ance of friendſhip, falſe pilots, &c, that thoſe coming 


plying the loſs of arms, flints, &c. ſuffered on this. 
Wn ; 
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tempts, I ſhall, with all diſpatch, ſend to Halifax the g 
of the 65th,” now here under the command of Lieuten 
Colonel Bruce, who will command on his arrival, and y 
this reinforcement, I muſt conclude that place will be 
perfect ſecurity. 

Upon this unfortunate event in Canada, and your Li 
ſhip's encouragement to mention my opinion, I beg lea 
ſay, for the recovery of that province as a primary objed, 
army to effect it ſhould not conſiſt of leſs than 12000 
ing men; at the ſame time I defire I may not be underk 
to give up the plan as ſet forth in my letter No. 2. of 
26th November, as the enemy will feel more immediate( 
treſs by being attacked on the moſt vulnerable fide than f 
any ſucceſs ts be gained in Canada. 
The admiral has informed me, that by a letter receiyedt 
day from Captain Wallace of the Roſe ſhip of war, ſtatid 
at Rhode Iſland, the rebels give out they are to fortify 
Heights above the town of * An alſo that they are 
ting out an armed ſhip at Philadelphia, to carry 36 pu 
Bas | two or three more of a leſs force, with a defign of cn 
ing to the ſouthward, and to take Lord Dunmore in t 


way. ] am, &c, 
W. Hoyt 


Copy of a Letter from Major General Howe to the Ear 
Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 13th Dec. 1775. 
¶ Received 6th January, 1776.] 


My Lox, SH 

His Majeſty's ſhip Tartar being ordered to England by 4 
miral Graves, I am to confirm to your Lordſhip the int 
ligence before communicated of the capture of the ordnu 
brig Nancy, by the rebels, and that there is certainty of 
other veſſel, the property of a merchant, loaded with wood 
goods and every article neceſſary for cloathing, having lat 
fallen into their hands, which muſt afford great relief tot 
molt eſſential wants. 5 7 12 

Since the departure of the Boyne man of war on the ni 
inſtant, there have been no arrivals from Britain; and! 
induced to believe, from the long prevalence of north 
winds, that the tranſports from Cork, with the 17th, 2 
28th, 46th, and 55th regiments, together with the l. 
bringing ſtores for this place, have been forced far fron na 
coaſt, and if fo, the difficulties they have to encounter inf 


bd DEST ES 

he of to this port, will encreaſe in proportion as the winter 
uten n advances. ä | | | 
d rneſe conſiderations, and the flate of proviſioas in ſtore, a 
icular account of which your Lordſhip has with my ſe- 
te letter of the 2d inſtant, ſent by the Boyne, give riſe to 
Lally elarming apprehenſions, eſpecially as demands for this 
ene ale are encreaſed from the tranſports, proviſions for the ſea- 
being expended from the preſſing wants of uſeful per- 
„ who muſt be ſupported for their ſervices, and of many 
ert ers, who have ever been attached to government, 

am alſo concerned to obſerve, that the uncertainty of de- 
ate celeſs veſſels getting into this harbour, is rendered more 


the advantage of many inlets on the coaſt, where his 
ed WWicſty's ſhips cannot purſue them, and from whence they 
tion {afely avail themſelves of any favourable opportunities that 
. The admiral being of opinion, that the ſhips cannot 
& up the ſeveral ports of Cape Anne, Marblehead, Bever- 
and Plymouth, which afford proteCtion to theſe pirates, 
out the aſſiſtance of a land force, that cannot at preſent 
| pared, has placed his ſhips in Nantaſket Road, with or- 
to cruize from thence in the Bay, which not proving 
Qual, I would humbly propoſe, that the proviſions and 
er valuable ſtores, be ſent out for the future in ſhips of 
V without their lower deck guns, or in veſſels of ſufficient 
to defend themſelves againſt theſe pirates. One of 
n, a brigantine with ſeventy-three men, has been brought 
by his Majeſty's ſhip Fowey ; and I incloſe to your 
rd{hip a copy of the captain's inſtructions from Mr. Waſh- 
non, commanding the febel army. The priſoners are ſent 
England in the Tartar. 

he troops entered into quarters here yeſterday, leaving 
ttachment entrenched upon the Heights of Charles Town, 
the defence of that poſt. | 

Mx companies of the 65th are embarked, and will ſail for 
lax under convoy of the Cerberus frigate. The 18th and 
regiments being drafted into other corps, their commiſ- 
and non-commiſſioned officers, with the invalids and 
niting parties, go from hence on board of tranſports, in 
npany with the FTartar. 

by advice received from the head quarters of the rebels, I 
m, that General Carleton embarked at Montreal for Que- 
on the 12th of November, with one hundred ſoldiers, and 
many Canadians, carrying with him all the military ſtores 


carious, by the rebel privateers infeſting the bay, who can 


4 he 
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he could convey, and that the rebels took poſſeſſion of 
town the next day. | 


— 


Copy of « Letter, marked private, from Nair General fo 
the Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 19th Dec, 117, 
Received 6th February, 1776. 


My Lorn, ol TIRE: 

I EMBRACE the opportunity of an officer, who ha 
leave to go to Britain, in a private ſhip. ſuddenly or; 
there, to acquaint your Lordſhip, that I have advice of ( 
nel Eyre Maſſey being armed at Halifax with his regin 
and that I have been induced on this occaſion to counter 
my orders for fix companies of the 65th regiment, now 
in Nantaſket-road, to proceed to that place, | 
There have not arrived any troops fince my laſt by 
Tartar frigate, leaving this the 16th inftant ; but the! 
ſhips, as per margin, have got in with moſt ſeaſonable{ 
plies, although the live ſtock 
Thames, Laird. with worſe fate than could! 
Friendſhip, Miller. deen ſuſpected, from the g 
Britannia, White. care that has been taken. 
Generous Planter, Calſe. their cargoes are not yet lan 
I cannot render a more parti 
account, but from all the reports received, the merct 
employed have been moſt attentive to their engagements, 
I am concerned to inform your Lordſhip, that I have 
authority of the rebel commander to believe Brigadier! 
cot has fallen into the hands of the enemy, and report 
that General Carleton, with the whole province of Can 
has ſhared the fame fate, Having no communication! 
Canada at preſent, I cannot determine upon the degree of 
dit this intelligence deſerves, but am hopeful that the 
is not true. ; | 
However, Mr, Waſhington, commanding the rebel a 
preſuming upon the number and rank of the priſoners i 
poſſeſſion, bas threatened retaliation in point of treatme! 
any priſoners of theirs in our power, and propoſes an 
change, which is a circumſtance I ſhall not anſwer in polt 
terms, nor ſhall I enter upon ſuch a meaſure without 
King's orders. Your Lordſhip has incloſed a public 
extracted from the minutes of the continental Congrels 
reference to his Majeſty's proclamation of 23d Augul 


6d 

the principles of which Mr. Waſhington ſeems to have 
nded his threats. | | 

he ſmall quantity of ſalt proviſions in ſtore here, has in- 
d me to ſend an armed tranſport to St. Euftatia, for a ſup- 
of that article, underftanding the markets there are glutted 
proviſions, by which means I flatter myſelf, ſhould the 
lullers ordered here be diſappointed in making their voy- 


1 
of 


e of them do arrive. 

have alſo, on conſultation with the Admiral, ordered two. 
ports to be fitted out with the utmoſt diſpatch, to ſail un- 
convoy of the Scarborough man of war, and two armed 
oners, with directions to have them loaded with rice at 
una, by the aſſiſtance of Sir James Wright; and if, in 
gor returning, they ſhould fall in with any ſhips having 
antity of this article on board, the captain of the Scarbo- 
ph will have orders to ſeize and ſend them here for the uſe 
e garriſon, navy, and inhabitants. In theſe ſhips I pro- 
ſending 200 marines, under the command of a field offi- 
; and in the whole of this proceeding, I truſt I ſhall have 
r Lordſhip's ſanction, being . by motives ariſing 
d my regard to the intereſt and neceſſity of his Majeſty's 
ce. I have communicated to the lords commiſſioners of 
treaſury, in a letter of this date, an exact account of all 
ſteps I have taken relative to the aforementioned purpoſes. 
have the honour to be, &c. | | 2 241 

W, Howe. 


y of a Letter from the Honourable Major General Howe to 
e Earl of Dartmouth, dated Boſton, 26th Dec. 1775. 
Received 6th February, 1776.] 
My Loxp, © 

aM this day informed, by the maſter of a veſſel arrived 
a few days paſt from Cape Nicholas, in the iſtand of 
paniola, that the rebels get ſupplies of arms and gunpow- 
from thence in large quantities; one perſon, by this in- 
unt's account, having fold 1000 ſtands of arms, and one 
of gunpowder, to the maſter of a privateer, fitted out for 
intent from Providence, in the government of Rhode 
id; and it was generally ſaid at Cape Nicholas, that the 
privateer had ſailed with three other veflels under her 
oy, having on board two tons of gunpowder, and 10,000 
6 of arms, for the uſe of the rebels. 

0L, XI. P p ; It 


« in time, that we ſhall ſecure a ſufficient reſource until 


285 


- 


1779. rr 8. 


H a Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth ts the Honotirable 


er General Howe, dated Whitehall, 22d OR. 1775. 
' =o [ Received 30th December.] = 
Dol SI R; | 


mor Martin, which accompanied my diſpatch of the i gth 
Sept, and alſo by an extract of a letter from Lord Wil- 
n Campbell, tranſmitted to you by Mr. Pownall, that 
e were many circumſtances in the ſtate both of North 
| South Carolina, that indicated a diſpoſition in the peo- 
more particularly in thoſe ſettled in the interior coun- 
to refit the oppreſſive acts of the committees in the 
xns upon the ſea coaſts ; and * will have obſerved witli 
much confidence Governor Martin ſpeaks of the practi- 
jlüty of reducing, with a ſmall force, the province of North 
wlina to obedience. | | | 

he ame appearances begin to ſhew themſelves iti Georgia 
in Virginia, and Lord Dunmore even makes himſelf re- 
nfible Pr ſecuring the obedience of the latter 6f thoſe 
rinces, with the 3 only of two or three hundred 
vill confeſs, that it appeared to me, at the firſt view of 
propoſitions made by Lord Dunmore and Governor Mar- 
that they were too ſanguine in their expectations: but 
radvices confirm what they repreſented of the temper and 


e that the appearance of a reſpectable force to the ſouth- 
, under the command of an able and diſcreet officer, will 
e the effect to reſtore order and government in thofe four 
inces. | | 

ic King, whoſe ſolicitude for purſuing with vigout eve- 
meaſure that tends to cruſh the preſent dangerous rebellion 
de colonies, excites in his Majeſty the moſt exemplary 
ation to every object of advantage, has thought fit, in 
lequence of theſe | favourable appearances to the ſouth= 
d, to fignify his Majeſty's pleaſure, that five regiments 
antry, viz. the 15th, 37th, 53d, 54th, and 57th, ſhould 
Ivered to hold themſelves in readineſs to embark at Corke, 
or before the 1ſt of December, for North America, 

eſe regiments will be joined by two companies of ar- 
from hence, who will take with them ten battalion 
k, and as many howitzers and amuſettes as the number of 


TP 2 


YOU will have ſeen, by the extract of a letter from Go- 


tion of the people; and there is good ground to be- 


cry men ſerve, and alſo 10,000 ſtand of ſpare arms; w_ 


W 
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= — force, to Cape Fear river, at which place there 
good ground to hope they will be immediately joined by 
1 ighlan 


the better to judge of the plan of operations to be purſued 


four or five of the back countries have thewn the ſame diſp 


LY 
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the whole will be ordered to proceed, under convoy of ay 


id . emigrants ſettled in that neighbourhood, wh; 
aſſiſtance Governor Martin ſays we may depend upon, 
It is the King's intention, that this body. of troops ſhoy 
upon their arrival, be under the command of one of the 
neral officers who are now with you; and I am to ſignify 
you his Majeſty's pleaſure, that one of them do immediat 
proceed in a ſhip of war to Cape Fear river, and to rem e 
on. board either withia the river or in the offing, as ſhall 
judged moſt proper, until the arrival of the forces fr 
Corke, before which time he will probably have been abl 
collect ſuch information and materials as may enable þ 


Ina the conſideration of a meaſure of ſo much importa 
every circumſtance that can give facility and ſecurity to Wiſts 
Janding of the forces from Ireland will deſerve attention; 
it will certainly be proper, that two or three ſmall veſſi m 
furniſhed with able pilots, ſhould be appointed to cruize Miſe: 
the coaſt, and to conduct the fleet into Cape Fear riverWſno! 
caution which is the more neceſſary, as the navigation oft 
part of the coaſt of America is difficult and dangerous. t 
I have already mentioned to you the probability that 
King's troops will, upon their arrival, be joined by the Hi 
land emigrants : but our expectations on this head are 
confined to that deſcription of people only, the inhabitant 


tion; and it is theſe circumſtances which have induced 
reſolution of ſending the troops to North Carolina, and 
recting them to repair to Cape Fear river, which from e 
vicinity to thoſe countries, as well as from its ſuperior t. is 
Err as a port, is judged by the King to be the moſt p 
PET. PLACE = „ 11 . 
At the ſame time, his Majeſty does not intend, that be 
general ſhould in his plan of operations be confined to iſ 
particular province; his choice of ſituation muſt, in that WW» 1 
ſpect, be governed by his own judgment. After matuſthe 
Weighing every circumſtance of greater or leſs advantage ¶ ¶ uc 
facility in the means of reſtoring the public tranquility, Wc! 
re-eſtabliſhing the authority of the King's governnaſnds 
which object being once effected in any one of the ſoutigyſal 
colonies, the troops may proceed to another, leaving 
ſupport and protection of that which has begn ſo reduced, 
— 4 1 ö f 


a CC 


* 


ps formed out of the well affected provincials, who ſhall 
e taken up arms in the King's cauſe; and his Majeſty is 


- northern coaſts of North America becomes practicable 
the ſpring, the whole of this corps of regular troops may 
pn that plan proceed to join the main army. 

lu the conſideration of the means of effecting theſe impor- 
t ſervices, a great variety of objects preſent themſelves, 
anding once obtained, and the troops in ſecure poſſeſſion, 
ter of the capital, or any of the provinces, or of any other 
u, in wiich the civil governor ＋ exerciſe the functions 
his office with ſafety, the next ſtep will be to require, 
all committees of towns, or congreſſes of ſuch commit- 
„ and the unlawful aſſociations which have been entered 
p, be diſſolved ; that the courts of juſtice throughout the 
mance be opened; that all perſons whatſoever do take the 
bs of allegiance before the judges of ſuch courts ; and that 
e who have, by the inſtigation of the committees, taken 
ams againſt lawful authority, do ſurrender the ſame, and 
ſuch declaration of their future obedience, as the go- 
jor ſhall, with the advice of his council, direct and re- 
r, in which caſe they may be told, that they may ex- 
t be recommended as objects of the royal mercy. 

If the inhabitants of the province, or any part of them, 
ik to comply with theſe requiſitions, it will be the duty 
the King's general to employ the troops under his com- 
dd, to force them to ſubmiſſion, by ſeizing the perſons 
effects of the delinquents, and by attacking and doing 
Ir utmoſt to deſtroy any towns in which the people ſhall 
mble in arms, hold meetings of committees, or congreſſes, 
prevent the King's courts of juſtice from aſſembling. 

tis poſſible, that the people may be raſh enough to ap- 


jon: but ſhould that be the caſe, I truſt the matter will 
tbe decided to the advantage of government; I appre- 
„ however, that they will not hazard ſuch a conflict; 
zit with any ſuch expectation, that the meaſure of ſend- 


tu beſe troops has been adopted here; but principally upon 
ge gacouragement held out by the King's governors, that if 
„ WO icpeftable force was ſent, as might make it ſafe for the 


ds of government to ſhew themſelves, they ſhould ſoon 
al over thoſe who having found means of getting the 
Tinto their hands, have hitherto been able to effect their 


a (0 there- 


without hope, that oy the time that the navigation of 


inthe open field againſt the King's troops, and to hazard 


wous purpoſes without controul. At the ſame time, 


PARLIAMENTARY A,y 
therefore, that the rebels are enconraged to hope for n 
upon ſubmiffion, every ſpecies of reward muſt be offer 
thoſe who have not yet involved themſelves in that gullt, 
hall conſent to Ht under the royal banner, who, beſidez 
allowance of the ſame pay as the King's troops receive, 
long as they continue in fervice, may be encouraged to en 
a remiſſion of all arrears of quit rent due to the crown, | 
an exemption from payment of any for a few years to con 
In truth, the whole ſucceſs of the meaſure his Majeſty 
adopted, depends fo much upon a conſiderable number of 
habitants taking up arms in ſupport of government, that 
thing that can have a tendency to promote it ought to 
omitted. I hope we are not deceived in the aſſurancest 
have been given, for if we are, and there ſhould be no 
pearance of a diſpoſition in the inhabitants of the ſouth 
colonies to join the King's army, I fear little more wil 
effected, than the gaining poſſeffion of ſome reſpectable 
to the ſouthward, where the officers and ſervants of goye 
ment may find protection, and from which the rebels ma 
annoyed, by ſudden and unexpected attacks of their to 
upon the ſea coaſt, during the open part of the winter, wt 
attacks, howeyer, may be made very diftreffing to them, 
will be no inconfiderable advantage. | 

There are, indeed, ſo many objects of advantage in 
expedition, that his Majeſty is unwilling to ſuppoſe we 
fail in them all, or that we ſhall not be able, at lea on 
maintain a poſt in one or other of the four provinces in 
bellion : but ſuppoſing the worſt to happen, St. Auguit 
in all events, offers a ſecure retreat to the troops, until 
ſeaſon of the year will admit of their joining your army. 

Having fully explained to you the objects of the inte 
expedition, I have only to add, that it is not meant th: 
ſhould prevent you in any meaſure of the like nature, wi 
you may have had in contemplation, in conſequence of 
former diſpatches ; on the contrary, the ſending a det 
ment from your army to any of the four ſouthern provit 
where you ſee an opening for effecting any eſſential fri 
may have the conſequencę to give the greater facility 
advantage to the preſent enterprize; and therefore it! 
King's wifh, that you ſhould purſue that meaſure, fit 
he effected without prejudice to your general plan of of 
tion, of which, however, you muſt be the beſt judge, Wane 
mere fore his Majeſty leaves it entirely to your own diſceſ n 
"ET Tam; &c. | DAaRTMOUT 


I 
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artmouth, dated Boſton, 16th January, 1776. 
. [Received 22d February. ] 

My Loup, AE 2 
V Admiral Shuldham's arrival on the 30th December, IL 
I the honour of your Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 22d Oc- 
7; a duplicate of the 25th September, from Mr, Deputy 
etary Pownall, covering a letter from Lord William 
bell, of the 19th July ; a duplicate from your Lord- 
„of the 22d September, the originals of which are not 
received, with copies of diſpatches from the Earl of Roch- 
|, of the 21ſt September, to the lord lieutenant of Ireland; 
N copy of a letter from your Lordſhip, of the 22d Septem- 
to the lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, in which 
are pleaſed to intimate, that the ſtores of proviſions con- 
ed for by Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, by the 
hof the treaſury, are intended as well for the fleet as the 
YM whereas, from there not being any mention made of 
ft ſharing theſe ſtores, either in your Lordſhip's letters 
pe from he kan of the treaſury, or the merchants, the car- 
arriving before Admiral Shuldam, were diſtributed ſolely 
he army; but ſince the fight of your Lordſhip's letter, 
might not appear to negle& the fleet, I have, though 
bout a direct order from your Lordſhip, given a proportion 
jorter to the ſhips; at the ſame time I beg leave to ob- 
„ the deliveries of proviſions to the ſoldiers for ſome 
paſt, being without peas or rice, the want of bedding, 


he duty, which has been very ſevere, without enumerating 
er reaſons, make them require thefe refreſhments more 
Ithe ſeamen, who are better provided. | 5 
&ficiencies in the proviſion contract, with the commiſ- 
letter thereupon, and I fhall ſend another to the lords 
de treaſury, Having heard from Governor Tryon, that 
is a proſpect of getting ſome proviſions on the fide of 
Vork, I have diſpatched a veſſel to endeavour to procure 
ind the vituallers for the navy lately arrived could con- 


ves me from the neceſſity of putting the troops to ſhort 
„ice, more efpecially as I am hopeful that the veſſels 
reliioned in my diſpatch of the 19th December, may return 
T the Weſk Indies and Georgia before the proviſions ig 


ſtore, 


of 4 Letter from Major General Howe 10 kbe Earl of 


the unavoidable expoſure to the weather from the nature 


"I ocloſe for your Lordſhip's information, an account of 


ratly afford us a ſupply for ſix weeks if neceſſary, which 


. fail in the Mercury ſhip of war, with the Falcon floop i 


Is not deceived in his expectations, of which I do not pref 


22d October. | 


of the intelligence very ſoon after it arrived: General Le 


* 


this army for the e of Halifax. Theſe drains, a: 
to that to the ſouthward, 
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ſtore, as per ſtate, are conſumed : ſo that our dependeng 
not - wholly upon the contracters ſhips, one of which got 
the 1 3th inſtant, with oats, flour, and peaſe, the laſt art 
affording a moſt ſeaſonable relief. | 

The neceſſary arrangements being made for the depa 


of Major General Clinton to Cape Fear, in conſequence 
your Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 22d October, he is read 


two tranſports, having on board two companies of light 
fantry, and ſome Highlanders ; the latter, I hope, may be 
ful in getting men in North Carolina, if Governor Ma 


to judge, having received no direct intelligence from the 
fince General Gage's departure; nor have I received Go 
nor Martin's letter, referred to in your Lordſhip's letter 


It is much to be wiſhed, that the troops had ſailed 
Europe in time to have arrived at their deſtination by the n 
dle or latter end of November: but I am free to own! 
opinion to your Lordſhip, which has been, to leave the ſ 
thern provinces in the fulleſt perſuaſion of their ſecurity ut 
the rebels ſhould have been defeated on the fide of New Yo 
which event appears to me, more clearly than ever, of ſomy 
conſequence, that our utmoſt ſtrength ſhould be exerted 
accompliſh it before deſigns of leſs importance are taken 
inconſiſtent with the general plan of operations for thee 
fuing campaign ; and it is to be preſumed, the ſouthern 
bels would have been leſs able to defend themſelves, had th 
not been rouſed by the conduct of their governors, who ha 
not, 1 fear, the power of ſuppreſſing them, or of re-eſtabliſh 
the intereſt of government in any degree. It is remarkal 
that the deſtination of the regiments to the ſouthward # 
promulgated here by private letters from England, that ca 
in the ſame ſhip with your Lordſhip's diſpatch relative 
them, and TI make no doubt of the rebels being in poſſel 


hear, is gone from the army, in conſequence of it. 

In Mr. Deputy Secretary Pownall's letter, of the 22d & 
tember, I am to underſtand, that I may expect the Kin 
commands from your Lordſhip, for the 17th, 27th, 28t 
46th, and 55th regiments to be ſent to Quebec, as earl 
poſſible in the ſpring, and to detach a ſufficient force in 


from whence I can promiſe my 
little aſſiſtance to the main army, will reduce the 1 a 
| | [trend 


eng 


ength for the campaign ſo conſiderably, that if a reſpecta- 
þ ſupply of troops from Europe does not arrive ſoon in the 
ing, another defenſive campaign, I conclude, will be the 
ſequence ; for by the want of a force to act early, the re- 
army will have full time to entrench in every ſtrong poſi- 
n their commanders may fix upon; in which caſe, though 

ſhould get poſſeſſion of New York without reſiſtance, 
muſt not expect to carry their entrenched camps but with 
nhderable loſs ; whereas, on the contrary, the army at the 
king of the campaign being in force, would, probably, 
apid movements bring the rebels to an action upon equal 
m, before they could cover themſelves by works of any 
mihcation, The ill conſequences that muſt ariſe from ano- 
r defenſive campaign are not to be pointed out to your 
ſhip ; but it atty be neceſſary to obſerve, that if the five 


attalions under Major General Clinton are joined by the 
dl. affected inhabitants, and ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of any 
je& that it may be important to hold, I ſhall not preſume 
heul them off to the main army, unleſs the General ſhall 


preſent, that the inhabitants are able to maintain their ſitu- 
jon, although the King's troops ſhould be withdrawn. 

beg leave to remark, that with a proper army of 20,000 
en, having 12,000 at New York, 6000 at Rhode Iſland, 
d 2000 at Halifax, excluſive of an army for the province of 
dvebec, the preſent unfavourable appearance of things would 
bably wear a very different aſpect before the end of the en- 
ing campaign. ith fewer troops, the ſucceſs of any of- 
alive operations will be very doubtful, the enemy poſſeſſing 
Mantages that will not be readily overcome by a ſmall force; 
dither is their army by any ways to be deſpiſed, having in it 
ny European ſoldiers, and all or moſt of the young men 
ſpirit in the country, who areexceedingly diligent and at- 
ative in their military profeſſion. | W 
Incloſedz are copies of letters of the 13th and 18th De- 
der from Governor Tryon, with three papers, containin 
ſtelligence from him. He ſeems poſitive of being able to raiſe 
oo men upon the arrival of this army at New York, who may 
| rendered very uſeful, if accompanied by his perſonal ſer- 

in the field. The incloſed extract from my anſwer to the 

mernor, and copy of a letter to the commanding officer at 
lagara, I hope may meet with his Majeſty's approbation. 
te your Lordſhip will honour me with the King's com- 
lands reſpecting the bounty money, payment, and cloathing 


the provincial levies : their officers laſt war ranked with 


we of the army as youngeſt in their reſpective degrees. 


Vor. XI. Qq | Your 
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of the 55th regiments, arrived the 3oth December, in the 
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Your Lordſhip has incloſed a ſtate of the tranſports, in. 
cluding ſuch as have arrived and been taken into bis Majeſty, i 
ſervice, in conſequence of the duplicate of your Lordſhip) 
letter of the 22d September; and that io time may be loft in 
tranſporting the army from hence to New York, I ſhall con. 
tinue to take up all proper veſſels that can be got; but I 0 
got ſuppoſe that this place can be eyacuated, without the aid 
of tranſports from Europe. One great difficulty among the 
many in this operation, will be the number of inhabitant, 
who, I expect, will deſire to be removed, with their effect 
and merchandize. As many as Governor Legge can poſid 
accommodate and provide for ſhall be (ent to N ova Scotia, 

Having lately diſcovered a negotiation of property between 
the rebels and their friends in this town, I uſe every ende. 
vour to ſtop it; and although it is not done as effectually u 
I could with, yet, I am hopeful, a large ſtock in trade may he 
reſerved until I have the honour of your Lordſhip's inſlruc- 
tions for my future conduct in this bufineſs, 

By accounts from the rebel army, it is ſaid, Major Gene. 
ral Carleton got into Quebec on the 2oth of November, and 
the ſeaſon then being ſo far advanced, I conclude it will not 
be in the power of the rebels to force him this winter. I hare 
ſent an officer, who may be depended upon, to Halifax, and 
from thence to Quebec, that I may have a true flate of the 
General's ſituation, and I expect his return by the beginning 
of April. "3 
- The fix miſſing companies of the 17th, and fix companies 


Groſvenor and Grand Duke of Ruſſia tranſports, but have 
not. had any account of the other four companies of the 55th 
regiment. _ | | 

rom what I can learn of the deſigns of the leaders of the 
rebels, they ſeem determined, ſince the receipt of the King n 
ſpeech among them, to make the moſt diligent preparations * 

for an active war, and it is my firm opinion, they will not 
retract, until they have tried their fortune in a A and 
are defeated: but I am under the neceſſity of repeating to your 
Lordſhip, that the apparent ſtrength of this army for the 
ſpring does not flatter me with the hopes of bringing the fe- 
bels to a deciſive action. SET Rb s 
With the moſt perfect reſpect, I have the honour to be 4 

_._--- ___ Your Lordſhip's faithful | 

5 and moſt obedient ſervant, 
= | W. How. 


C 
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| yy of a Letter * Major General Howe to the Earl of Dart- 
| mouth, dated Boſton, 224 January, 1976, 
| [Received 22d February.] 


My Lozp, | 


do f | "4 | — 1 

ad HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that his 
te zeſty's ſhip Centurion arrived the 18th inſtant, and that ſhe 
ts, Woke three weeks ago with the Argo tranſport, having three 


pinpanies of the 46th regiment on board, in good health at 


lac time. * f 

Major General Clinton failed the 20th in the morning, in 
cat Mercury frigate, the Faulcon {loop being before ſent di- 
ey to Cape Fear, to wait the arrival of the tranſports. A 


wy of your Lordſhip's diſpatch of the 22d October is given, 
$the principal guidance of his conduct, while local circum- 


main objects of his expedition. He has blank commiſſions for 


"Wieficers, in caſe it ſhould be found at any time adviſeable to 
0 nbody Provincials for the ſervice ; and I have ſent commiſ- 
* fons to three gentlemen, who have been long in North Caro- 
ay 


Ina, to ſecure the attachment of the Highlanders ſettled in 
that colony, on a promiſe from General Gage that they ſhould 
have appointments in the ſecond battalion of Royal Highland 
Enigrants, to be formed as ſoon as the firſt was known to be 
completed, which it has been for ſome time, as appears by 
collecting all the-returns received in their diſperſed ſituation. 

In proſecution of General Gage's intentions, I have like- 
mſe iſſued commiſſions to two captains in this corps, who 
hre actually raiſed their companies in Nova Scotia, and to 
two others who have been employed on the regiment's duty, 
ad whoſe complement of men appears alſo to be raiſed. 
However, I ſhall proceed no further in forming the ſecond 
lattalion, until more certain accounts of their ſucceſs in re- 


nal criting are received: and as I am furniſhed with no parti- 
ur ar inſtructions concerning this corps, I could wiſh to be 
tie bonoured with his Majeſty's commands relative thereto. + 


Robberies, and houſebreaking in particular, had got to 
ſuch a height in this town, that ſome examples had become 
tecelſary to ſuppreſs it. Two ſoldiers, late of the 5gih regi- 
ment of foot, have been tried, convicted, and ſentenced to 
loffer death, for breaking into and robbing the Norehouſes of 
Meſſrs, Nathaniel and William Coffin; one of them | 
ſered: the other, Thomas Owen, as a young offender, and 
ing other circumſtances to plead in his favour, I have 

2ꝗ 2 thought 


ances and good intelligence determine him in purſuing the 


as ſuf- 
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thought proper to reprieve, conforming to the power expre 
ſed in my commiſſion as follows: We giving you pony 
to repri-ve any perſon under ſentence, until our pleaſure hy 
known :” and I humbly intreat your Lordſhip to recommen 
the ſaid Thomas Owen for his Majeſty's royal pardon. 

I am, &c. W. How 


44 
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Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Hanorrd 
Major General Howe, dated Whitehall, 1 & Sept. 1775, 


Received 23d January, 17 
STR [ 34) ry, 177 


a 9 N 

BY diſpatches which we have received from Governet 
Martin, dated in the month of July, it appears that notwith 
ſtanding he has been reduced to the humiliating necefhty of 
taking refuge on board his Majeſty's ſhip Cruizer in Cay 
Fear river, and of ſubmitting to ſee his Magen 's fort John 
ſtone burnt before his face, within gun- ſhot of the Cruizer 
he continues to be of opinion that if he was ſupported with 
ſmall force, and a large ſupply of arms, and ſome field- piece 
he could raiſe a body of men in that colony, ſufficient tore 
duce the rebellious ſubjects, both there and in South Carolir 
to obedience, and to awe the colonies of Virginia, and pre 
vent any auxiliaries being ſent from thence to the northward 

The incloſed extrafts from Governor Martin's letter wil 
more fully explain to you what he ſays ; but I muſt confels 
I think he is much too ſanguine; and that from the late adv 
ces of the ſtate Noah Crrolina, there is not much ground 
to hope any thing conſiderable can be effected there. | 

As he ſpeaks, however, of the probability of ſucceſs with i0 
much confidence, it has been thought fit to order a ſupply ot 
ten thouſand ſtand of arms, and fix light field-pieces, to be 
ſent to you, without loſs of time, in order to enable you to af 
ford him ſuch afhſtance in that particular as may be requiſite 
and it is his Majeſty's pleaſure that if you find, when this let. 
ter reaches you, that there are any good grounds to ſupp 
_ that the ſending to North Carolina a detachment of your army 
under an able and intelligent officer, would have the goo 
effect Mr, Martin ſeems to expect, and his Majeſty's ſervies 
will in other reſpefts admit of it, you do in that calc ſen 
ſuch detachment, r of one battalion. at leaſt, toge+ 
ther with the arms and field-pieces herewith ſent to you, for 
there is no doubt that if what M. Martin ſuggeſts can be 


os DES AT'E 8 

fed, it would be an advantage of the greateſt importance, 
xt to the regaining our ground in New-York. 5 
J ͤ DARTMOUTH. 


wy of a Letter from Major General Howe to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, dated Boſton, 23d January, 1776. 
[ Received 22d February.] 


My Loxp, | 
THE box containing your Lordfhip's diſpatches by the 
knturion having been received on board when the captain 


ne · room without the captain's knowledge, which has occa- 
med my not getting them before this day. 

The letters from your Lordſhip are your ſecret duplicate 
A ſeparate of the 5th September, one of the 15th, and one 
{the 22d following. | 


Moners of the Admiralty, of the 22d September, from 
nd Rochford to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland of the 21ft 
ptember, = 

Extracts from your Lordſhip to General Gage, of the 2d 
guſt ; two from Governor Martin of goth Jane and 6th 
ly; and one from Lord William Campbell of 19th July. 

A letter from Mr. Secretary Pownall, of the 26th Septem- 
, and a duplicate from him of the 8th; a liſt. of Indian 
ods ſhipped on board the Grand Duke of Ruſſia, the Groſ- 
nor and Harcourt tranſports ; the two firſt are arrived. 

A liſt of ſtore-ſhips for America, alſo a diſpatch from your 
ſhip to Governor Martin, which ſhall be forwarded by 
tain Collet, who is daily expected from Halifax, and will 
neeed, without loſs of time, to North Carolina; he will 


Governor Martin's letters of the 3oth June and 6th July. 


September having been notified to me in a former letter, I 
e only to add my wiſhes that a part of the foreign troops 
rein mentioned, at leaſt 8000, may be ſent to this part of 
erica, although I fear they cannot arrive for the early ope- 
Ibons of the campaign, upon which the future Niccels of it 
much depends; and your Lordſhip's diſpatch of the 22d 
Kober having amply ſet forth the buſineſs contained in your 
Ker of the 1 5th September, and which is anſwered in _ 


Fon ſhore, by a miſtake of the ſteward's, was put into a 


Copies of letters from your Lordſhip to the Lords Com- 


be the bearer to General Clinton of copies of the extracts 


The matter contained in your Lordſhip's ſecret letter of the 
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of the 16th inſtant. I do not trouble your Lordſhip w 
any thing further upon this ſubject. The other letters n 
ceived in this package have already been anſwered from th 
early receipt of your Lordſhip's letters upon the ſame ſubjed 
The incloſed memorial from the officers in the marine cor 
ſerving in the army, I beg leave to recommend to your Lord 
ſhip's conſideration ; and if your Lordſhip ſhould think wi 
me that there is not any impropriety in it, that you would} 
pleaſed to lay the ſame before his Majeſty. It is my duty i 
add that the officers concerned have acted here with the great 
eſt ſpirit, diligence and attention to the ſervice. 
By intelligence received this morning from the enemy 
arters, I learn that about the iſt of this month the rebel 
headed by Mr. Montgomery, made an aſſault upon Quebec 
and that they entered the town, but were repulſed with co 
ſiderable lots, by their own acknowledgement. Mr. Mont 
ery, with many other officers, and ſeventy men, we 
Killed; Colonel Arnold and three hundred wounded and ta 
ken priſoners. Two deſerters that have come over this d 
confirm the above intelligence, and urther ſay that it by 

been publiſhed in one of their newſpapers. 
I am, &c. W. Hows, 


Copy of a Letter from General Howe to the Earl of Dartmout 

dated on Board his Majęſiy's Ship Chatham, Nantaſki 
Road, 21½ March, 1776. | 

[ Received 2d May. 


My Losp, 

It is with great regret I am obliged to inform your Lott 
ſhip, that after all my ſtruggles to ſupply the army with pr. 
viſions from the ſouthern provinces and the Weſt Indie 
from wheuce none of the veſſels have yet returned, and aft 
an anxious expectation of more tranſports to convey the trop 
ſores, civil officers, inhabitants and effects, the enemy, | 
taking poſſeſſion of, and fortifying the commanding Heigh 
on Dorcheſter Neck, in order to force the ſhips by their c 
non to quit the harbour, has reduced me to the neceſſity eith 
of expoling the army to the greateſt diſtreſſes, by remaini 
in Boſton, or of withdrawing from it under ſuch ſtraitenede 
cumſtances. The importance of preſerving this force, wit 
it could no longer act to advantage, did not leave any 100 
to doubt of the propriety of its removal; and fince my 

I e . terminati 
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mination taken on the 7th inſtant, I have exerted every 
wedient to accompliſh the arduous taſk, which was executed 
the 17th following in the forenoon, without the leaſt mo- 


tion from the rebels, the tranſports having been previ- 


fly watered, and fitted for ſea in every reſpect, excepting the 
ele of proviſions, in the view of complying with his Ma- 
ys commands for a movement from Boſton, as ſoon as 1 
ut be enabled to effect it. 

n order to explain to your Lordſhip more clearly the ſtate 
yas reduced to in the article of proviſions, I have encloſed 
return, extracted from the commiſſary general's reports be- 
een the 12th of February and 4th of March; alſo the 
unge of tranſports at the time of embarkation, 

The rebels about the latter end of January erected new 
c&s and batteries on a point of land oppoſite to Weſt 
ſton, at a place known by the name of Phipps's Farm, 
ich laying under cover of their ſtrongeſt poſts, and ſo 
uated as to be ſupported by their whole force from Cam- 


ige, was not to be prevented; ſoon afterwards the militia © 


the country was called in, and having intelligence that the 
ny intended to poſſeſs themſelves of Dorcheſter Neck, I 
kred a detachment from Caſtle William, on the 13th of 


ruary, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Leſlie, 


one compoſed of grenadiers and light infantry from Bo- 
Mm, commanded by Major Muſgrave, to paſs over the ice, 
th directions to deſtroy the houſes and every kind of cover 
latever upon that penninſula, which was executed, and fix 
the enemy's guard made priſoners. | = 

On the 2d inſtant, at night, the rebels began a cannonade 
pon the town, from Roxbury and Phipps's F arm, and threw 
me ſhells from both places, without doing any perfonal 
Image, and bur little to the buildings ; the ſame was re- 
ated on the evenings of the 3d and 4th, by which only fix 


en were wounded ; the fire being returned from our batte 


„ but at ſuch a diſtance, as to be very uncertain in the 

cution, oY | : 
It was diſcovered on the 5th in the morning, that the ene- 
had thrown up three very extenſive works, with ftrong 
Maties round them, on the commanding hill on Dorche- 
Neck, which muſt have been the employment of at leaſt 
ooo men, in a ſituation ſo critical. I determined upon an 
mediate attack, with all the force I could tranſport. The 
our of the troops encouraged me in this hazardous en- 
ze; regiments were expeditiouſly embarked on board 
ports to fall down the harbour, and flat boats were to 
| receive 
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- receive other tranſports, making in the whole 2400 men, 
rendezvous at Caſtle William, from whence the deſcent : 
to be made in the night of the 5th, but the wind unfor 
nately coming contrary, and blowing very hard, the fi 
were not able to get to their deſtination, and this circy 
ſtance alſo making it impoſſible to employ the boats, the 
tempt became impracticable. : - "vp 

he weather continuing boiſterous the next day and niz 
gave the enemy time to improve their works, to bring up t 
cannon, and to put themſelves into ſuch a ſtate of defend 
that I could promiſe myſelf little ſucceſs by attacking the 
under all the diſadvantages I had to encounter; wherefore 
judged it moſt adviſeable to prepare for the evacuation of 
town, upon the aſſurance of one month's proviſion from 4 
miral Shuldham, who in this emergency, as he has on eve 
other occaſion, offered all the aſſiſtance he could afford. 
A thouſand difficulties aroſe on account of the diſprope 
tion of tranſports for the conveyance of the troops, t 
well affected inhabitants, their moſt. valuable property,: 
the quantity of military ſtores to be carried away; howen 
as the enemy gave no interruption but during the nights, 
that inconſiderable, I found the whole in readineſs to der 
on the 14th, if the wind had favoured, and aſſiſted by 
abilities and affiduity of Captains Reynar and Montagu, 
bis Majefty's ſhips Chatham and Fowey, who ſuperintend 
the embarkation, and by the alacrity of the officers uni 

them, this operation was effected on the 17th, and the n 

guard embarked at nine o'clock in the morning, without 
eaſt Joſs, irregularity, or accident. Such military ſtores 
could not be taken on board were deſtroyed, and the utm 
expedition is now uſing to get ready for ſea in the be! it 
eur circumſtances will allow; the admiral having all the fhi 
of war he can ſpare from the convoy, for the ſecurity and pr 
tettion of ſuch veſſels as may be bound for Boſton. 

Every proviſion my fituation would afford, has been ma 

for the accommodation of the inhabitants, and the preſe 
tion of their effects; all the woollen goods alſo that I co 
find room for, belonging to thoſe who choſe to ſtay behii 
the want of which is more diſtrefling to the enemy than: 
other article whatever, has been ſhipped ; inventories 
them taken in the beſt manner poſſible, and put under 
charge of proper perſons, in order to be hereafter ſtored. 
demolition of the caſtle has been effectually executed, and 
armed ſhip is ſent by the admiral, expreſs, to adviſe the 


ferent governors on the continent of this removal; 1 Mm | 
| ; 15 ag 


l 
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en, fax, though ſtripped of proviſions during the winter, 


nt i affording few conveniencies to ſo numerous a body, is 


on only place where the, army can remain until ſupplies ar- 
e (hifi from Europe. My firſt attention will be paid to the de- 
Ircur of the town, and his Majeſty's dock-yard, and to ena- 
Governor Legge to overcome the ſpirit of diſaffection, 
ch has lately appeared in the northern parts of Nova Scotia; 
r which, 1 conclude that three battalions, with Gore- 
pr and Maclean's corps, will be a ſufficient force for its 
fend jon. | 

| ſhall alſo detach three regiments to Quebec as ſoon as 
for navigation of the river St. Lawrence becomes practica- 
if I do not, in the mean time, hear any thing to the con- 
from Europe. The remainder of the army, which af- 
theſe detachments are made, may conſiſt of about 5000. 
„including fick, will be held in readineſs to proceed to 
ropes York, when enabled by a ſupply of proviſions, and an 
ion of tranſports ſufficient for that undertaking: and al- 


en go on this ſervice, is too ſmall to expect more from it 
, the poſſeſſion of the. town, which, in itſelf is a moſt im+ 
jep unt poſt, I ſhall attempt it at all hazard as ſoon as poſſi- 
1 zpprehending it will be more adviſeable to purſue this 


ore without delay, than by waiting for reinforcements 
ena Europe, whereof I have no certainty, to give the re- 
un time to form an army in the province of New York, 
to check the eneouragement they will receive from the 
parent inactivity of the King's army retired to Halifax, as 
res i! 25 to prevent the contrary effect it may have upon the 
friends to government remaining there. 
lam juſtly ſenſible how much more conducive it would be 
us Majefty's ſervice, if the army was in a fituation to pro- 
ed immediately to New Vork; but the preſent condition 
the troops, crowded in tranſports, without regard to 
meniencies, the inevitable diſſortment of ſtores, and all the 
kumbrances with which I am clogged, effectually diſable 
from the exertion of this force in any offenſive opera- 
ns, although I ſhould receive a ſupply of proviſions before 


u his Majeſty to approve of my determination. 

8 Unleſs theſe ſupplies are ſent under convoy, or of force to 
nd themfelves, they will become very precarious, as the 
els have greatly increaſed their naval ſtrength, and I fear 
it many of thoſe now on their voyage will fall into the 
demy's hands, notwithſtanding all the efforts which his Ma- 
Vol. XI, R r | jeſty's 


ugh the force, according to the preſent eſtimation, intend- 


departure from hence, which conſiderations, I hope, will 
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jeſty's ſhips, unequal in point of number to the fervice th 
are upon, can rake. In this perſuaſion, I humbly ſubmit 
your Lordſhip whether it u »uld not be an adviſeable meaſu 
to order all convoys directly to Halifax, from whence tj 
may proceed with more certainty to the future deſtination 
the army. | | 

I beg leave to remark, that the laſt commands I had t 
honour to receive from your Lordſhip, are dated the 220 
October, which will ſerve to ſhew the difficulties ſhips boy 
to this poſt have met with on the coaſt, many where 
J learn by the maſter of a veſſel juſt arrived here, have be 
forced to the Weſt Indies, and no leſs than 3 fail of differ 
Kinds were at Antigua the laft of this month, when 
left that iſland. | 

I ſhall not fail to write as fully as poſſible to your Lo 
ſhip from Halifax, Jam, &c. 
N | | | W. Hows 
P. S, The tranſports which brought over the 27th re 
ment are arrived from Halifax, in con ſequence of orders 
to Brigadier Maſſey, ſome time ago, and will afford great 
lief to the army in its preſent crowded ſtate. 


3 „ . 
* 


Prate of Proviſlons remaining in Store at Boſton, on the 11 


Bj wi 172 26th of February, and 4th March, 1776, per Reni 


© of thoſe Dates, received from the Commiſfary General of Stir 
 ſhtwing bow long the ſame will vifiual 11,000 Men. 


Feb. 12th, 1776. Beef and pork, 35 days > wheat flour, 
days; bread, 12 days; butter and cheeſe, 13 days; 
232 days; ſplit Fass peas and oatmeal, 2 days; barley, 
Et, rice 


— 


ſpitals. 

Feb. 19th. Beef and pork, 29 days; wheat flour, 65dz 

bread, 12 days; butter and cheeſe, 12 days; oil 32 da 

ſplit peas, peas and oatmeal, g days; barley, ſuet, rice 
raiſins, reſerved for the uſe oF tho general hoſpital, 


Feb. 26. Beef and pork, 22 days; wheat flour, 68 da 
bread, 12 days; butter and cheeſe, almoſt 6 days; ol 
days; ſplit peas, peas and oatmeal, almoſt 6 days; bar 
ſuet, rice and raiſins, reſerved for the uſe of the gen 

. hoſpital. .« _.. 7 
March 4th. Beef and pork, almoſt 17 days; wheat and i 
* almoſt 03 days 3 bread, 10 days butter and cheeſe, un 


120 


and raiſins, reſerved for the uſe of the general 
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12 days 3 oil, 32 days; ſplit peas, peas and oatmeal, 10 
days; rice 27 days; ſuet, barley and raiſins, reſerved for 


(Signed) W. Howe. 


the uſe of the general hoſpital: 


% of Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to Major General 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 27% October, 17,5. 
| Received 26th March, 1776. 

-$IR, 


IT being judged expedient that in order to forward the re- 

ting for the regiments ſerving in North America, the 
commiſſion and non-commiſhon officers appointed to one of 
he additional companies, ſhould be ſent to Great Britain by 
the earlieſt opportunity; and alſo that one or more commiſ- 
foned officers, as you ſhall think proper, ſhould be ſent home 
from each corps to aſſiſt in eſcorting the recruits from hence as 
xcafion ſhall require. I am commanded by the King to ſig- 
iy to you his Majeſty's pleaſure, that you do conſult with 
the commander in chief of his Majeſty's ſhips in North Ame- 
rica upon the beſt means of finding a paſſage for ſuch of the 
fad commiſſion and non-commiſſion officers as are to come 
fom Boſton and its neighbourhood, either on board any of 
bs Majeſty's large ſhips of war that may be under orders to 
rturn to England, or on board fuch tranſport veſſels as you 
tiay be able to ſpare at the time this letter will reach you. 

With regard to thoſe which are to come from Florida, be- 
ng only three commiſſion and three non-commithon officers, 
ſuch allowance muſt be made to theni as will enable them to 
leftay the expence of their paſſage on board any ſhips that 
may offer from either of thoſe provinces, unleſs they ſhall find 
It more convenient to repair to Boſton or New Vork, in which 
ale they will take their paſſage with the reſt, the numbers of 
which, according to the return made to me by the war- office, 
vill be as follows, viz. 


From Boſton and the nei ghbourhood. | 
| Non-commiſfioned 


| 5 | Officers. cers. 
18 and 59th regiments. - 51 — 


Additional companies of 18 battalions 36 72 

Officers to return home on duty, at leaſt 18, 
Florida — 105196 

One Regiment ny 3 4 
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It is preſumed that beſides the abovementioned commiſſy 
and non- commiſſion officers, there may be a conſiderable nun 
ber of invalids and diſcharged men, which it will be expedi 
ent to ſend home at the ſame time, and likewiſe ſome commit 
fon officers, who may have leave to return, you will therefo 
include them in any eſtimate you ſhall form for the freigh 
that will be wanted; and I hope that a ſufficient quantity 
ſhipping may be ſpared, without the hazard of ſending an 
from hence at this late ſeaſon of the year. 

Incloſed I fend you his Majeſty's ſpeech to both houſcs 
parliament, upon the opening of the ſeſſion 1 ˖ toge 
ther with their addreſſes in return thereto, which J hope wi 
have the effect to convince the leaders of rebellion in Ameri 
of the firm reſolution of every branch of the legiſlature, 
maintain the dignity and authority of parliament, and ope 
| ” eyes of thoſe who have been miſled by their wicked art 

ces. | 

Vou will fee by his Majeſty's ſpeech, that motion is mat 
of negociation with $1, 2 powers for auxiliary troops ; b 
it is with great concern TI acquaint you that our proſpect 
ſuceeding in our treaty with the Empreſs of Ruffia, of whid 

we had ſo good an expeQation, is at beſt but doubtful, and 
the preſent ſituation is a circumſtance of much embarraſſme 
and diſappointment. 


Iam, &. DARTMOUTH. 


Copy of a Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to the Honiown | 
 Major-general Howe, dated Whitehall, 8th Nov. 1775. 
[ Received 26th March, 1776.] 


W 2» | 
Since my letter to you of the 22d of October, triplicate 
which I encloſe, the plan, the object, and the probable eff 
of the intended expedition to the ſouthern provinces have 
maturely conſidered, and the King has thought fit that 
force ſhould be augmented by an addition of the 28th : 
46th regiments ; fo that the whole will conſiſt of {rt 
regiments. 1 : 
It has been found upon examination, that Cape Fear Riv 
will not admit ſhips of à large draught of water, on accot 
Of its bar; fo targe a body — therefore cannot rect! 
from the fleet that is to accompany them that protettion a 
aſſiſtance which is neceflary in their diſembarkation, and a 
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ently there is much doubt whether the object of ſending 
force there can be accompliſhed. 5 
As my letter to you however directs that the general of- 
ter who is to have the command ſhould repair to Cape 
Far, the regiments from hence will be directed to pro- 
fed thither, and the commander in chief will be inſtructed 
confer with Governor Martin, and conſider whether it 
il be practicable to effect any eſſential ſervice in North 
xolina, with ſuch a part of the army as can be conve- 
ently landed. TH! | 
Should that, be the caſe, he will proceed with the. reſt of 
e troops, or otherwiſe with the whole of them, to South 
rolina, and after adviſing with the governor upon the beſt 
jeans of executing the ſervice he is ſent upon, according 
the inſtructions he will receive from me, he will either 
nd the troops at Charles Town, or proceed to Port Royal 
harbour. i Fo, 
The incloſed copies of my letters of veſterday's date to 
borernor Martin and Lord William Campbell, will not 
fly point out to you the orders J have given to them re- 
vetting this expedition, but will alſo e you our 
eas of the poſſible advantage that is to be expected from 
t ſay of the poſſible advantage, becauſe the effect of it 
very precarious. - es 
If however it ſhould ſacceed according to the aſſurances 
hat have been given us, in encouraging the friends of 
wrernment to ſtand forth in the defence of the confti- 
ution, and in enabling them to wreſt the ſword out of the 
bands of the rebels, it will be a great point gained. But 
ren if it ſhould fail of that conſequence, it can have no 
fe to weaken the operation to the northward, as there 
e many fituations in the ſouthern provinces where the ar- 
m may be poſted with great ſecurity, and with every ad- 
tage of a healthy climate, until the ſeaſon arrives for 
ter joining the body of forces under your command, a 
Juaftion that will be made with greater advantage, and 
t a much earlier period than it could be from England. 


o 


I am, &c. - 3 
DARTMOUTH. 


MVSEVM 
[ARITANNICVM 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


C of a Letter form Lord George Germain 10 the Hon. M 


jor General Howe, dated Whitehall, 18th Nov. 1775. 
- 31 [ Received 26th March, 1776. ] 


SIR | 
nagt General Gage arrived here the 14th inſt 


and I have had the honour to lay before the King your di 


patches of the 5th and ꝙth of October. 

It was a great fatisfaQtion to me, to receive, ſo early aft 
my coming into office, your ideas of the plan of operations 
the enſuing ſpring, and of the force neceſſary for carryii 
that plan into execution, FE 

Every effort will be uſed to ſend you as early as poſi 
the reinforcement that will be wanted; and although o 
negociation for foreign auxiliaries has not ſucceeded accori 
ing to our expectations, and our recruits come in but ſlow! 
yet I have no doubt that if we are not deceived in the pt 
poſitions which have been made for raiſing ſome new cory 
and the engagements which have been entered into for pr 
curing levies in Germany, we ſhall] enable you to take t 
field with an army of 20, ooo men, 

Of the five regiments which were under orders to fail fic 
Corke for America, in the courſe of laſt month, the 1 
27th, and 55th have proceeded upon their voyage; butt 
28th and 40th having been forced by contrary winds top 
back, the King has thought fit to add them to the armane 


preparing for an expedition to the ſouthern Colonies, and 


hope that before the end of this month, the troops deſtined 

that ſervice will have been embarked. | 

All the advices which have been received of the ſtate oft 
ſouthern provinces, ſince the firſt idea of that expedition 
taken up, tend to ſhew the propriety of it, and to confirm 

in our hopes, that it- will be attended with advantage 3 


ſycceſs ; and I have no doubt that the whole or the great 


part of the regiments, employed upon that occaſion, will jc 
the army under your command much earlier, and in a bei 
ſtate for ſetvice, than if they were ſent from hence in 

| ſpring. x 
| I am, &c. 


4 
*. 


GEoRGE GERMAN, 


7 


Enn 


I ren 


rad of a Joke on Lord George Germain te Major Genge 


ral Howe, dated Whitehall, 5h January, 1776. 
[ Received 26th March. 62.5 


[WAS preparing to write to you by a ſhip of war under 
ers for Boſton, when Major General Burgoyne arrived 
on the 27th of December, with your diſpatches, by the 
une, which have been laid before the King. | 28 
The reaſons you aſſign for not removing from Boſton, in 
mſequence of Lord Dartmouth's letters of the 5th of Sep- 
nder, fully juſtify your reſolution on that head; and from 
e beſt judgment 1 am able to form of things, as they now 
pear, I am inclined to think, that even if you could have 
wcured a ſufficient quantity of ſhipping to have effected an 
acuation of the place in the manner you ſuggeſt, it would 
we been for many reaſons an unadviſeable meaſure, _ 
Jour ideas for the plan of operation for the army under 
our command in the enſuing campaign, are, in general, ap- 
wyed by the King: but I ſhall write more fully to you upon 
kat ſubject in a ſeparate letter, confining myſelf, at preſent, 
the conſideration of thoſe parts of your letters which ſug- 
eſt the means of augmenting your force to what is neceſſary 
br that plan, and to an explanation of the arrangements we 
rt making for that purpoſe, and for ſupplying, as far as is 
] eh the ſeveral articles of which you have made re-. 
WHTON, is | = 001% F-13200 1&0 
By your calculation, the number of men wanting to com» 
ſete' the ſeveral battalions, ſtated in your paper of diſtribu- 
hon, fo that each battalion ſhall have 500 men for the field, 
mounts to 6100 men: but as the plan of augmentation, by 
deorporating 100 men into each battalion from the foreign 
wops in Britiſh pay, is liable to many objections, from the 
Mature and cuſtom of their ſervice; and I cannot yet ſay, 
ether it it will be practicable to get any aſſiſtance from the 
Lilitia in the manner you propoſe ; you muſt depend for the 
igmentation you wiſh upon the number of levies that will 
e raiſed by recruiting (which, I am ſorry to ſay, 2 
lowly) and upon ſuch additional battalions as we ſhall be 
ble to ſend you. You are therefore to add to the 42d regis 
tent, which will be 1000 men, complete, two other batta- 
lons of 1000 each, which will be raiſed upon a plan propoſed 
ly General Frazer, and approved by the King, and which it 
b hoped will be ready to embark for Boſton, with the 424 
Fgment, early in the month of April, y 7 
a ; * ou 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1; 


You will alſo be furniſhed with an additional battali, 
from the armament going out upon an expedition to the ſou 
thern colonies, which now conſiſts, as you will ſee by th 
incloſed copy of my letter of inſtructions to Major Genen 
Clinton, of ſeven regiments, and therefore admitting that 
ſhould become neteſſary to leave two-regiments to the ſouth 
ward, (and I truſt it will not be neceſſary to leave mor 
there will be one battalion eolleRed from that ſervice mo 
than you have included in your calculation. 5 
? The addition of General Frazer's Corps, and of one battz 
lion from the ſouthern expedition, and ſuppoſing the recruit 
to amount to 2000 men, will make an augmentation to you 
force of about 4400 men; and I ſpeak with ſome degree 
confidence, when I ſay, that I truſt we ſhall be able to ſes 
you a ſeparate corps of foreign troops, not leſs than 10,9 
men, for although our negociation with Ruſſia has failed, 
are now in treaty with other ſtates for different corps, amount 
ing in the whole to upwards of 17,000 men, and J thin 
thoſe treaties are brought ſo near to an iſſue, that they ca 
- Pheadditional-quantity of tonnage of ſhipping, which yc 
fate to be wanting for the intire evacuation of Boſton, is ve 
3 but it will in great meaſure, if not altogether, | 
ſupplied by the ſtom ſhips already gone out, and by a muc 
er number that are now preparing to be ſegt, all whi 
wilkbeat your diſpofal after they arrive, and have landed the 
cargoes ; but ſhould theſe not be enough, means will be foun 
to y the deficiencʒ. nl) e 
-- Four demand for waggons and horſes involves a great 
difieulty ;' for Lam ſorry to ſay, I think it is impoſſible to 
romplied with, in the extent in which it is ſtated, and then 
oe ¶ could: wiſh to be ſatisfied in my own mind, that it 
nt mereſſary, and that, ſuppoſing the worſt to happen, ti 
of nature the operations will be ſuch, that 'a great part 
rhe "ſervice for which. waggons and horſes are demanded u 
ve performed by vrater oarriagee. : 
Wich this hope, I have prefied forward the ſupply of fn 
Sortomed bosts, of | which g2 are already ſent out, and 4 
10 yawls, and as many cutters, and 40 more boats are no 
in Hand, ant avilbbe ready to go out by the firſt ſhips. Sol 
Srſes, however, for the uſe of the artillery, and for the a 
Huge ef terits, muſt be procured, and I ſhall conſult Gena 
Harvey and General Burgoyne, as to the numbers that willi 
Wanted foruhat purpoſe. 11 501 9 gt S014 3081-4 
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1779. „ 
Upon enquiring at the office of ordnance, I find that the 


boſe articles that were wanting in the engineer's department, 
ne been ſupplied ; directions, however, will be given for a 
at ond ſupply of the ſame ſort, and for double the quantity 
ut: hoſe KA x; of that ſupply which were on board the Nan» 
brig. 

mo With regard to the ſupply of proviſions, forage, and other 
res, ſtated in the returns, you have tranſmitted to me, the 
ata: of that buſineſs belongs to the treaſury department, and 
uu we no doubt, that the utmoſt activity will be uſed in every 
p that is neceſſary to be taken. | 
©* I {t is impoſſible to turn one's thoughts to Canada without 


00 t country, and lamenting the obſtacles which prevented 
r execution of the meaſure you had with ſo proper a zeal 
u poſed for the ſafety of it, and which, I will venture to ſay, 
un not have failed: but when 1 ſay this, I am not to pre- 
cane that Admiral Graves had not good reaſons for refuſing 
adopt it; at the ſame time, hoping, that whatever his rea- 
l were, they will be fully inquired into in the proper de- 
ment, | 

My buſineſs is to conſider the means by which Quebec, if 
able, may be relieved, or if loſt, how we may recover it: 
tas it can be of no uſe to explain to you all the ſteps I 
e taken for that purpoſe, I will only ſay, that, indepen- 
ou: of the efforts we ſhall make very early to relieve the town, 
lope, that by the firſt or ſecond week in March, we ſhall 
able to ſend General Carleton at leaſt 10.000 men, 

The King approves the arrangement you propoſe, in re- 
t to an adjutant general and a quarter maſter general, and 
0 your attention to Major Rogers, of whoſe firmneſs and 
Elity we have received further teſtimony from Governor 
don, and there is no doubt that you will find the means 
naking him uſeful. | | 
Lieutenant Bourmaſter's behaviour does him great credit, 
[1 will not fail to recommend him to Lord Sandwich; in 
mean time, I have communicated to the lords of the ad- 
nlty what you ſay of that gentleman in an official letter, 
alſo what you repreſent of the neceſſity of ſending out ſea- 
„ to complete the tranſports to their proper numbers, and 
ideas of the propriety of augmenting the number of ſea- 
l on board the King's ſhips to a war eſtabliſhment. | 
am to ſuppoſe that Admiral Graves had good reaſons for 
ſep he took to deſtroy the town of Falmouth, and that he 
Vol. XI. n did 


mand made in Auguſt laſt, for intrenching tools, and of 


getting the unfortunate ſituation of the King's affairs in 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1: 


did not proceed to that extremity without an abſolute refuſ 
on the part of the inhabitants to comply with thoſe requifi 
tions ſtated in the orders he received from the lords of the 20 
miralty, which, however, does not appear from any accoun 
I have ſeen of that tranſaction. | 
In your letter of the 26th November, No. 2, you def 
more particular dhections, in regard to the effects and mer 
chandize in the town of Bofton, on which head, it is th 
© King's pleaſure, that, if practicable, the whole ſhould be re 
moved and put into ſtore, either at Halifax, or ſome othe 
place of ſafety, ſo that the Britiſh merchant may have a chance 
at leaſt, to recover ſome of the property for which he can ne 
ver be paid. At the fame time, I am to repeat to you, whe 
was ſaid of Mr. Pownall's letter, that you muſt uſe your ow! 
diſcretion, according as circumſtances ſhall point out at th 
time of your removal ; for, however defirable it may be, tha 
' thoſe goods and merchandize ſhould be ſecured, it is an ob 
ject that muſt not be attended to, if it ſhould be found t. 
be accompanied with ſuch difficulty, as to create any embar 
raſſment or hazard in your removal; for ſuppoſing ſuch 
caſe, the deſtruction of theſe goods and merchandize will þ 
fully juſtified. 
With regard to the battalion, and detachment of artillery 
ſerving in North America, it is to be underſtood, that yc 
do not fill up any vacancies but in the rank of fecond lieu 
tenants, in hich rank you may grant commiſſions, and all 
in all other corps, below the rank of a field officer, whict 
commiſſions will be confirmed by his Majeſty. 


Extract of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Ger 
main, dated Halifax, 25th April, 1776. 
| [ Received 4th June. ] 


BY the arrival of the Milford in Nantaſket-Road, on the 
26th March, I was honoured with your Lordſhip's diſpatche! 
of the 5th January, with a copy of his Majeſty's inſtruction 
for Major General Clinton's conduct to the ſouthward, 2 
well as other letters, duplicates, and incloſures of a diſtant 
date, which I defer anſwering by the preſent conveyance, 0% 
a ſmall unarmed ſloop returning to England, in the ſervice o 
the navy, as I intend to write fully by the Harriet packet 
lately arrived, and to fail. in a few days with Governor Legg? 
wherefore I ſhall coftfine myſelf in this to a few particulars 
more immediately neceſſary to be communicated * yo 

; | IC101T 
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70 
e. ndſhip for his Majeſty's information, accompanied by du“ 
2 ficates of my diſpatch from Nantaſket, to be delivered by 


live Brown, 

The 47th regiment of foot ſailed from hence the 20th in- 
ut for Quebec, under convoy of the Niger frigate, which 
uy be a ſeaſonable relief, ſhould it arrive before the force 
tfom England early in the ſpring, as mentioned in your 
rdſhip's letter of the 5th January. Captain Stanton, of 
& 14th infantry, who arrived here on the 21ſt, in the Har- 
ft packet, informs, that this reinforcement was a regiment 
foot, and as I truſt that twogegiments will be ſufficient to 
ſerve the town, until the arrival of the troops from Europe 
tended for that quarter, I do not propoſe ſending any more 
m hence, The officer who ſet out for Quebec in the win- 


* E 16th of January, not being yet returned, I have no ac- 
ent of any kind from thence. | 
bade fleet and tranſports ſailed in two diviſions from Nan- 


tſket=road, the laſt with the Admiral on the 27th of March, 
id got in here the 2d inſtant, But I am ſorry to inform 
wr Lordſhip, that a brig loaded with valuable goods, chiefly 
lnging to perſons deemed to be highly diſaffected to go- 
ment, not being ready to fail with the fleet, has been 


Vn ice taken by three armed veſſels, after parting company with 
(a Niger frigate left to convoy her, and ſome other veſſels in 
Wo, ſame ſituation. A midſhipman was on board, with a 


meant and twelve ſoldiers, for her protection, who, after 
ending themſelves with great obſtinacy, were at length 
Impelled to ſurrender. We feel this loſs the more at pre- 
ht, as there were a quantity of ſhoes on board, which are 
uch wanted for the ſoldiery, as well as woollen articles, 
kt would have been very uſeful to them. 

by ſome maſters of veſſels, who had been priſoners at Sa- 


th and obtained liberty to return to England, we learn, 
che! the rebel general is gone to New York with a part of 
karmy, having before detatched a large reinforcement to 


nada, and thoſe left behind were erecting works upon 
at Hill, in the town of Boſton. By the arrival here of 
ptain Wallace, commanding the Roſe frigate, I am alſo 


cet not apprehend they can prevent his Majeſty's troops from 
ing poſſeſſion of it, when the ſtrength of the army will 
mit of a diviſion for that important ſervice, as it can be 
our? oached by ſhipping in every part, | 

Si 2. New 


x, as taken notice of in my letter to Lord Dartmouth of 


| 
| 
q 
| 
| ; 
| 


ee ol "med, that the rebels are fortifying Rhode Iſland ; but 1 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


New York being the greater object of the two, and t 
poſſeſſion of it more extenſive in its conſequences, as well 
more conducive to the credit of his Majeſty's arms, will h 
my principal aim, when enabled to proceed thither by a ſuf 
ficient ſupply of proviſions, ſince both ſervices cannot be u 
dertaken with the preſent force; and it is become highly ne 
ceſſary, that the firſt exertion of the army ſhould be directe 
to the moſt important purpoſes, to check the ſpirit which tt 
- evacuation of Boſton will naturally raiſe among the rebel 
In this diſpoſition, it is prqbable, that their leaders, urged | 
the people, and fluſhed with an idea of ſuperiority, may b 
the readier brought to a deciſive action, than which nothin 
is more to be defired or ſought for by us, as the moſt effectu 
means to terminate this expenſive war, and I have the great 
eſt reaſon to be ſanguine in my hopes of ſucceſs from the pre 
ſent health and high order of the army. If this cannot be ef 
ected before the reinforcements arrive from Europe, it is mo 
likely that they will act upon the defenſive, by having recou 
to ſtrong intrenched ſituations, in order to ſpin out the cam 

ign, if poſſible, without expoſing themſelves to any deci 

ve ſtroke, © 

In conſequence of his Majeſty's approbation, for the ap 
pointment of an adjutant general to this army, I have appoint 
ed Lieutenant Colonel Paterſon, of the 63d regiment, to th: 
office, having a thorough confidence in his abilities and mil 
tary knowledge. Major Kemble having long done the dut 
of deputy acjutant general, and being nearly connected will 

General Gage, I ſhould hope your Lordſhip will be pleaſe 
to recommend him to his Majeſty's favour, upon this appoint 
ment of Lieutenant Colonel Paterſon. It is with pleaſure 
affirm, that Major Sheriff, deputy quarter maſter general 
has been lately honoured with a mark of his Majeſty's favour 

Many of the principal inhabitants of Boſton, under thi 
protection of the army, having no means of ſubſiſtance here 
apply to me to find them a paſſage to Europe, which the) 
cannot otherwiſe get, than at a moſt exhorbitant rate; the 
have my aſſurance, that the firſt tranſport which can be ſpared 
ſhall be given up for this purpoſe. I] am ſorry to inform you 
Lordſhip, that there is an abſolute neceſſity for iſſuing pro 
viſions to the whole of them, about 1100, from the King! 
ſtores, without any proſpect of ſtopping it. It muſt be con 
fefled, that many having quitted the whole of their propert 
and eſtates, ſome of them very conliderable in value, are rei 
objects of his Majeſty's molt gracious attention. 

Lieutenant Colonel Grant, of the 4oth, and Captain Payne 


of the 18th regiments, ſent to Georgia and the Weſt Indies 
3 


177 
d t 
ell ; 
„ill } 
2 (uf 
e u 
y ne 
5 
h t 
ebel 
ed ' 
ay 
thin 
Qu 


ITeat 


#+ * 
, E3ATE.S 


purchaſe ſome ſupply of proviſions have arrived with a 
all quantity, of which I have given the lords commiſſioners 
the treaſury a report. A further ſupply was engaged, and 
i be daily expected from the latter place, and J have ac- 
ats, that a victualling ſhip for the army, blown off the 
aft in the winter, had got into the Iſland of St. Chriſto- 
ker much damaged, but was nearly repaired, and would fail 
realy for Halifax, about the 24th of March, ſo that I may 
pe for a ſpeedy relief in this eſſential article, 
Advices received from Major General Clinton this day, 
ned in Cape Fear River, the 26th of March, mention 
t the armament, deſtined to the ſouthward, was not ar- 
el; and J incloſe, for your Lordſhip's information, a nar- 
te of what has lately paſſed in North Carolina, with the 
of a letter from Governor Martin to Major General 
unton. 


act of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Ger- 
maine, dated Halifax, May 7, 1776. 
| Received 4th June.] 


AS I did hot in my laſt of 25th of April, particularly 
mowledge the receipt of diſpatches by the Milford frigate, 
hre now tlie honour to ſpecify the following from the Earl 
Dartmouth, viz. of 275th October, 8th November, cir- 
lar of the ſame date. Copies of letters to Lord William 
mpbell and Governor Martin of 7th November; dupli- 
es of the 22d, 27th, and 28th October, 8th November, 
2 triplicate of 22d October. | | 
Your Lordſhip's diſpatches were circular of the 10th 
ember, and duplicate; 18th November, and duplicate; 
py of inſtructions to Major General Clinton 6th Decem- 
letter of 23d December and 5th January. 
la your Lordſhip's diſpatch of the 5th January, mention 
made of a ſeperate letter, wherein I may expect the ho- 
ur of his Majeſty's commands, for the operations of the 
ung campaign, which is not yet received. I hope my 
wn of removing with the army from hence to New- 
ok, as ſoon as I am enabled by a ſupply of proviſions, 
jy not meet with the King's diſapprobation, although it 
buld take place before I receive the letter in queſtion; for 
try inftant we remain here, muſt increaſe our embarraſs- 
ents, The fogs ſetting in upon the coaſt, may delay the 
4. =D fleet 
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are a very ſeaſonable afiſtance. It is at the ſame time hum 


+ Jarly pitch and tar; likewiſe, a victualling ſhip for their ſea 
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fleet upon its paſſage, occaſion a ſeparation, and therel 

revent the army from acting in full force upon its arriy; 
The enemy will be better prepared for our reception, and tl 
reinforcements from Europe may arrive before us. Fro 
theſe confiderations, I ſhall at all events get away from henc 
without a moment's unneceſſary _ ; but I tremble, whe 
J think of our preſent ſtate of proviſions, having now me 
for no more than thirteen days in ſtore, with the poſſibility 
ſupplies not arriving before the fogs take place, after whit 
time, the ſhips may be a month upon the coaſt, without bei 
able to get into port. The froſt being now out of the groun 
the works for a temporary ſecurity to the dock yard, we 
begun this day. 

By the addition of veſſels taken into the ſervice, and 
arrivals at this port, fince leaving Boſton, we ſhall have 
ſufficient quantity of tonnage for the removal of the arm 
from hence, without the inconvenience of the officers 2 
ſoldiers being crowded, which was experienced on our wayt 
this port. The greateſt part of the women and children wi 
be left, an Gifted at the uſual allowance of half a ratic 
for each woman, and one quarter for a child, in which a ſup 
ply of rice, lately arrived from Georgia, will be a princip 
article, "IM 

By this opportunity, I have ſent to the lords commiſſionet 
of the treaſury, an eſtimate of the forage expected from th 
Bay of Fundy ; and if we have not a ſufficient quantity « 
hay for the 17th dragoons, that regiment will be left to fo 
low the army as ſoon as it can be procured ; it is now in can 
tonments in the neighbourhood of Windſor, for the conve 
nience of getting hay. 

I have alſo ſent to their Lordfhips a return of ſeamen en 
gaged in the Weſt Indies, who are put into tranſports, and 


bly ſubmitted to their Lordſhips* conſideration, if it woul 
not be an expedient meaſure, to ſend out a naval ftore ſhip 
for furniſhing the tranſports with the ſeveral articles of rig 
ging and ſtores, which they greatly need at preſent, partic 


men, who have no other ſupply than from the army ſtores. Mk. 
Lieutenant governor Oliver, five of the council of Mal 
ſachuſet's Bay, and ſome of the inhabitants from thence, t 
go to Britain at this time, The honourable Peter Oliverhe 
eſquire, chief juſtice of the ſuperior court of judicature 
whoſe ſteady zeal and attachment to government, is well 
know 


mh DP l 


wa to General Gage, and to whoſe counſels and judg- 
IO: 1 have been 3 on many occaſions, accompa- 
"I: Governor Legge in the Harriet Packet; and that your 
F uſhip may know the number of perſons who removed 
© "0 Boſton, I encloſe a liſt of them, taken at this place, as 
. 2a liſt of thoſe embarking. LE 

The ſtores deſtroyed, and left by the different departments, 
the late removal of the army, will appear from the in- 
d returns; I muſt own, in the ordnance branch, they 
t exceeded my expectations; but in that of the forage, 
x inevitable from the want of ſhipping. 

dunn obedience to your Lordſhip's commands, for a more ex- 
it account of the expedition to F almouth, which was en- 
ned to Lieutenant Mowat of the navy, affiſted by a de- 
iment of marines and artillery, I have re-examined the 
cer who commanded this detachment, and find that his 
ers from General Gage, were to embark on board ſeveral 
fed veſſels, the 6th of October, 1775, and to aid and 
Lieutenant Mowat in annoying and deftroying all ſhips, 
[veſſels belong to the rebels, on the coaſt and in the har- 
irs, to the eaſtward of Boſton : that they firſt examined 
harbour of Cape Anne, and finding the attack upon it 
wedient, they proceeded to Falmouth, and laid the armed 
llels before hb town on the evening of their arrival, after 
ich Lieutenant Mowat ſent an officer on ſhore, with a 


uu nons to the inhabitants, to deliver up their arms and am- 
7 ion, acquainting them at the ſame time, that his orders 

5 fed him to deſtroy the town, if they did not comply 
c 


b bis demand, of which they ſhould be allowed two hours 
confider, and to remove their women and children: ſhort- 
ter, three perſons, deputed by the inhabitants, came on 
ud, requeſting a longer time, and it was agreed to wait 
r anſwer until eight o'clock next morning, about which 
r the ſame perſons returned, and reported, that the in- 
bitants were determined to wait their fate: within half an 
*, a ſignal was made by Lieutenant Mowat, the veſſels 
an a canonade, and ſeveral carcaſſes were thrown into the 


ied the greateſt part of them: a detachment was then 
ed, who completed the deſtruction, and reimbarked with- 
loſs, The ſmall veſſels in tae harbour were burnt, ſunk, 
brought away the 18th of October, and the armament re- 
ied to Boſton the 5th November, without attempting any 


up further d | 
Your 


ern A 


n, which ſet fire to the houſes, and in a few hours con- 
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The quantity of rice obtained by Lieutenant Colonel Grant 
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Your Lordſhip was informed in my laſt, that Lieuten 
Colonel Grant had returned from Georgia, where he | 
been ſent with two tranſports, and 170 rank and file, un 
convoy of the Scarborough frigate, to procure rice for 
army. He found the country in open rebellion, the, 
nor, and many of the King's friends, priſoners at lr 
others diſarmed, and all legal authority ſubverted: a vel 
ſunk in the narrow part of their river, the town of Say; 
nah garriſoned by 5500 men, and batteries raiſed in the co 
manding grounds, to obſtruct the paſſage of ſhips. Eve 
means were uſed, to convince the people, that his deſigns we 
not hoſtile, that every thing required ſhould be paid for, a 
their trade protected; to this they were at one time reco 
ciled: but the violence of the mob ſoon overſet his inte 
tions. The only meaſure left, was to ſecure the ſhips th 
in the river by ſurprize, which was effected by the detac 
ment going up Back River in boats, with two or three ſm 
armed veſſels, through an intricate channel, and little knon 
while the larger armed veſſels, proceeding up the ordin; 
paſſage by way of feint, engaged their attention, and the 
met with every oppoſition the enemy could make from the 
cannon, or with ſmall arms. The plan ſucceeded ; eightet 
veſſels of different ſizes were reſcued, and brought down t 
back channel; more ſhips would have been brought off, h 
the detachment been ſtronger. Such was the rage and diſa 
pointment of the people on this occafion, that they ſet ff 
to the Inverneſs, a large ſhip richly laden, with a view if 
deftroying the reſt. 

Sir James Wright and his family, narrowly eſcaping t 
ſearch of a detachment of 150 men, ſent to ſeize him, g 
on board the Scarborough, and is now here, intending to i: 
for England, by this opportunity; this detachment, dia 
pointed in their principal aim, fired upon a ſerjeant's part) 
ſent a-ſhore for wood, which the non-commiſſioned offict 
returned, and retired to his boat, with the loſs of one ma 
killed and ſcalped, one wounded, and one miſſing. Th 
rebels, on the approach of troops in boats, quitted the ſpot 


is 1083 tierces, for which certificates were given to th 
owners, as the price could not be aſcertained under ſuch cr 
cumſtances. Sir James Wright is the principal proprietor. 
A private trader from Waterford arrived this morning 
with as much beef and pork, as will ſupply the army fn 
days, which, though a ſmall circumftance, may not * 
| plealing 
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will complete it, you will incorporate them im any oil 


jet of military arrangement, that the officers of the guar 
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act as brigativrs; are to have commiſſions as majors genen 
and the other colonels will be appointed brigadiers. 
In caſe of Major General Carleton's death, it will rem; 
with you to diſpoſe of the different commands, as you, 
your diſtretibn ſnalt think fit. It will conſequehrty be 
your power tꝭ leave the command of the troops, on the i 
of Canada, to Major General Burgoyne; or, if you thi 
it more adviſeable, you r General Clinton t6th 
ſervice ; "md it being his Majeſty's pleature; that Major G. 
gerat Lord Cornwaflis fhould be employed in Canada, 
aud lis regiment are to be ſent thither, as ſoon: as he j6j 
the army under your command. BY e 
In tlie presſent ſtate of affairs in North America, the f. 
ourity of Nova gcotia and Newfoundland ate objects of i 
tention; and: I am commanded by the King, cd fignify t 
you his Majeſty's pleafure; that the two battalions of mi 
rihes,. note {Erving under your command, or any part of the 
you ſhall judge neceſſary, ſhould be poſted at Halifax, u 
that + detachayent of Major Gorham's corps be poſted at} 
ohn's, in Ne&fouridlahd, as a garrifon will be wanred thi 
is alte bi Majefty's pleaſure, that as many of the prin 
men of the 65th regiment; as are fit for ſervice, ſhould h 
turned over to the 27th regiment, and if there are more thi 


corps; that the 27th regiment, when ſo completed; be joine 
to the army under your command; and that the conmmil 
ſioned and non -· commiſſſoned officers, and invalids of f 
65th, be ſent home to England. DE Ln 
I maſt not omit to acquaint you, before I leave the ſu 
have expteſſed ſuch fpirit and zeal for his Majeſty's fervict 
Mat His Majeſty has ordered a detachment of a chouſat 
men, rank and file, with officers in proportion, to ſerve undi 
tov in America; and I have only further ro add, that th 

ing is ſo defirous of expreſſing, upon every octafion, hi 
royal approbation of the general officers ſerving in the pri 
eipal ranks in America, that he has declared his intentions 
that he will not employ any general officer from hence, wii 
may be ſuperior in rank to Majors General Clinton, Br 
goyne, Lord Perey, or Lord Cornwallis = 
This letter will be entruſted to the care of the command: 
of his Majeſty's ſhip Greyhound, who will alſb deliver nf 
to you the officers of the privateer fitted out by the rebel 
under a commiiffion from tho Congreſe, and taken 2 i 
20 1 4 


32333 1 


* 


„ rn E . - 349 
nirgl Graye's ſquadron. The private men have all vo- 
grily entered themſelyes on boards his Majeſty's ſhips, 
the officers having refuſed ſo to dg, it has been judged fit 
ad ther back to America, for the ſame obvious reaſons, * 
induced the ſending back the rebel priſoners, taken in 
u, upon the attack of Montreal, in September laſt. | 
iFþoped, that the poſſeſſſog of theſe priſohers will ena-. 
you to procyre the releaſe of fuch of his Majeſty's officers 
| loyal ſubjects, as are in the diſgracful ſituation of being 
mers to the rebels: for altho? it cannot be, that you ſhould 
t into any treaty or agreement with rebels for a regular 
| for exchange of pritoners, yet, J doubt not, but your 
(diferetion wil ſuggeſt to you the means of effecting ſuch 
hange, without the King's dignity and honour being com- 
ted, or his Majeſty's name uſed in any negociation for: 
purpoſe ; and I am the more ſtrongly urged to point out 
you the expediency of ſuch a meaſure, on account of the 
ile difficultics, which may otherwiſe occur in the caſe of 
jgn troops ſerving in North America. 
Lam, &c. : Go. GERMAIN. 


y of @ Letter from Lord George Germain to Major Cene- 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 7% February, 1776. 
Tr [ Received 11th May. ] 


„ b ; „ nf as BE 
ANCE my letter to you of the iſt inſtant, J have received 
r diſpatches of the 19th and 25th of December, by which 
ud the ſatis faction to find that four victualling ſhips from 
land were arrived at Boſton, and I have juſt now learat by 
ve from Mr. Robinſon to Mr. Pownall, that there is ad- 
þ of two others having got in. 
This ſeaſonable relief to the army under your command is 
great! importance, at the ſame time the King very much 
ves the meaſures you have taken for procuring a ſupply 
oviſions from St. Euſtatia, and of rice from he colony 
orgia. S bn 4 TY 
tus Majeſty obſerves that you have very properly declined 
lag the remainder of the þgth regiment to Halifax upon 
advice you had received of the 27th being arrived there, 
arahgement however does not make any alteration, 
A regard to his Majeſty's intention that the commiſſion 
on- commiſſioned officers and invalids ſbould be ſent to 
miret Britain, but you will conſider yourſelf at liberty to 
. * 24 incorporate 
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talions and the whole of Lieutenant Colonel Macleans cc 


to 8200 men are already completed for embarkation. 


this body of troops ſhould proceed tõ Rhode-Ifland, ani 


] Wo as will determine their further proceedings; or other 
\ coaſt to watch the arrival of the fleet, and to proceed with ou 
to ſuch other place as you ſhall appoint. 0 


- "cient number will be ready to receive the ſecond divifion 
5 the Heſhans ; but I truſt it will not be long firſt, and tht 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
ingorporate- the private men of that regiment fit for ſeryi 
either into the 37th regiment or any other corps that y. 
ſhall think proper, I am, &. 5 
4 8 Gro. GERMAN 


Extract of a Letter from Lord George Germain to 


Howe, dated Whitehall, 28:h March, 1776. 
OO -- - {| Received 11th May.] 


THERE being no'ſhip of war in immediate readineſs 
fail for North America, I have thought fit to diſpatch one 
his Majeſty's armed packets with this letter, that you may 
informed as early as poſſible of the additional force your: 
to expect from hence, and of the preſent ſtate of our prep 


. — — — "mn — 


tions. 
The incloſed treaties will inform you of the number 
foreign auxiliary troops engaged to ſerve in North Amend 
of which number 12, 200 men being the whole body of He 
ſians, are intended to ſerve in the army under your comme 
and the Brunſwickers, Waldeckers and the regiment of 
hereditary prince of Heſſe, together with the nine Britiſh h 


are to ſerve in Canada, under General Carleton. | A 
The tranſports for the firſt diviſion of Heſſians amount 


detachment of guards conſiſting of 1098 men, formed it 
a diſtin& corps, is on its march to Portſmouth; and J amt 
without hope that the firſt divifion of Heſſians may arrive 
Spithead in time, ſo that the whole may proceed to Ne 
America together. n 

It appears to me, as far as I ſtand informed at preſent, ti 


ſhall take the King's pleaſure for the neceſſary inſtructi 
accordingly; in confidence that if you approve of that defi 
tion they will find, upon their arrival there, ſuch orden in 

at a proper number of cruizers will be ſtationed upon 


The difficultics in procuring tranſports have been 
great, and it is impoſſible as yet to form a gueſs when a ff 


« 


„. DEBATES. 


fern s of Highlanders conſiſting of the 42d and 7 iſt regiments, ' 
king together 3466 men, which are nearly if not entirely: 
3 will embark by the Clyde the 20th of next month 
An bertheſt. 82 | : I | TY 
#1 The delays and diſappointments which have attended the 
pament ſent out to the ſouthern colonies have been greater 
z could have been expected, and as the fleet did not leave 
uke before the 12th of laſt month, and afterwards met with 


and put back in diſtreſs, there is but little hope that any 
neſs ¶ he objects of that expedition can be obtained; and therefore 
nceived the King's commands to diſpatch a veſſel after the 


nay et, with a letter to Major General Clinton, of which I in- 


ou able you a copy, and allo of the inſtructions ſent at the fame 
ne by the admiralty to Sir Peter Parker. Ig. 
The effect of theſe orders will probably be that the whol 
ber it leaſt the greateſt part of that armament, will join you 
nerief@þcarly as the troops can arrive from hence, ſo that you may 
f Hale able to open the campaign in the month of May or begin- 
man g of June. | IIS 
Our recruiting for ſome time went on very ſlowly, and 
he men raiſed in Ireland will be of little uſe to you; ſince 
e parties have been removed to England, we have had better 
ess, and the recruits raiſed may make ſoldiers: they will 
unü e ſent over to you by different ſhips as opportunities offer, or 
tegever a number is collected, ſufficient to be the object 
d ia ſeparate embarkation; but there 1s no proſpe&t that we 
m Wall be able to procure in time for this campaign, all that 
ee neceſſary to complete the . eee, Jet n 
+l obſerve that in your diſpoſition of the battalions under 
jour command, you include the 6th regiment at St. Vincent's, 
d-therefore it was the King's intention to give you that 
andi egimen t compleat, hy turning over to it the effective men 
qr che 48th; but the ſlow progreſs made in forming the ad- 
(tonal. battalions and companies of the Royal Americans, 
made it impoſſible to take both the 6th and 48th, from 
be ceeded Iſlands for the preſent ; and therefore all that we 
an do is to give you the 6th regunent in its preſent ſtate, and 


7 that purpoſe 3 and as there Are man recruits already raiſed 


Means that battalion. will be tolerably-compleat. _ * 


on With regard to the ſervice. on the fide of Canada and che 
perations of the force to be employed there (of the extent 


xy tempeſtuous weather, in which many ſhips were ſepara- 


en will therefore ſend for it, when you can ſpare tranſports - 


or that.corps, they will be ſent unm ately to you, by which 
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is confined to America only, but it is hoped that this arrange 


matter, and find that his Majeſty's pleaſure was fignified by m 
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of whick you are already ĩaformed) it will depend vpon 4 
ſitnation of affairs in that phy ince, hut if the rebels that 
conſequence of their repulie'and defeat on the 31ſt of D 
cember, have given up all thoughts of conqueſt on that ſide 
which is moſt probably the cafe, there is good ground to hay 
that the army will be able to adyance into the other colonies 
by the paſſage of the lakes, and accordingly every prope 
— has been made here that can give facility to fuſe 
a plan, | | | 

As far as I can judge of what is likely to be the gene 
ral plan of operations in North America, and indeed in i 
events the ſecuring the affection and affiſtance of our ol 
friends and allies, the Indians, of the dix Nations, is a conte 
ration.of no ſmall importance ; and I hope Colonel Gy 
2 who is now here, and is preparing to return by th 

| ſhip, will Þe found uſeful. | 

The King has been pleaſed to give him the ſame commi 
ſion and appointments as were given to Sir William Jchn 
fan in 1756, and be is in all reſpects made ſubject to your di 
rection and controul ; you will therefore employ him in ſuck 
manner and give him ſuch inſtructions as you ſhall think oe 
ceſſary and proper. 
I have already acquainted you, in my letter of the 1ſt 
February, of his Majeſty's intention to give higher tankt 
his General officers ſerving in North America, and incloſed 
ſend you a lift of the commiſſions which have been figne 
by his Majeſty for that purpoſe, with the date of eac 
commiſſion reſpectively. 0 


> 


You will obſerve that the rank given by theſe commiſſion 


ment will have the effect to prevent any embarraſſment o 
inc9:nvenicnce which might otherways ariſe from the genen 
officers of the foreign troops claiming the command in conſe 
quence of their ſuperior rank, 8 
Ia your letters of the 16th and 22d of January, No. 
and 8, you expreſs a wiſh to receive inſtructions concernnſ 
the corps under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Mac 
leap and Gorkam, I have therefore made enquiry into tha 


predaceſſor in office to the commander in chief, authorizny 
him to raiſe ſuch corps and to grant commiſtions for that pu 
poſe ; but the officers were not to he entitled to half pay, ort 
have any other rank than what was allotted to the like corf: 
in the laſt war. „ FY x2 — 3 1. IF Wil 
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With regard to the Bounty ftionty and pay of theſe ones 
levies, 'I apprehend that the commander in chief mdf 
ply the fitms neceffary for that purpofe, but the propet 
have been taken for ſupply ing them here with'cloathing; 
o — accoùtremiefts, and àlſo with tents and other cam 

b nes. nig þ * + 1 


moe corps, and they will equally apply to the Nova 
tia regiment or any other provincial corps which may be 
Fd in America, for his Majeſty's, ſervice, in the preſent 
VVV / OT 

[muſt not conclude this letter without congratulating you 


der in chief in North America. The choice his Majeſty 
þ becti pleaſed to make of ſo able and experienced an officer 
tren untverfdl faisfaction, and will I art perſuaded have 
moſt happy conſequences. I am, &. 
WR OR RES 
s. You wilt obferve that in ſpeaking of the force to 
employed in Canada, I have mentioned only nine Btitiſn 
talions in which I have not included Lord Cornwallis's re- 
an acquainted you, in my letter of the iſt 
driary, was to be ſent to Quebec as ſooh as it returne 
bir the expedition to the ſouthward. | 4 | 8 


. . dated Halifax, 12th May, 1776. 
I EKeceived 4th June. 
My Lonp, | 3 | Ga 
y detaining for a. few hours the Glaſgow ſhip of war, re- 
king to England, I have the, bonqur to acknowledge the 
apt of your Lordſhip's diſpatches, bearing date the 28th 
ch, with two duplicates of the iſt and 7th February, feveral 


acruizer, and brought in here laſt night; but as they ſeem 
m the firſt reading to require nothing mote than my ſteady 
dience, I defer anſwering them particularly until the next 
unity, which 1 expect to bein a few days. | 

tis with much concern I find, that by the promotion of 
gadier General Robertſon, to the command of a battalion 
de Goth regiment, he is taken from the ſtaff of this army: 
ſpirited conduct during the courſe of laſt winter, particu» 
upon the i ended attack of the enemy's: works at Nord 


earneſt 


mut 


Theſe are the regulations which were thought fit with re- 


jm the appointment of Lord Howe to be the naval com- 


; 
9 


| 10 11411 4 (6 Sinan 13 1 B | NET F* IT 
y of & Letter from, General Howe to Lord George Germain, 


loſures, treaties, &c. which were-taken out of the packet - 


ner, does him great honour; and in conſequence of his 
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earneſt requeſt to ſerve here this campaign, I have preſu 
0 put his name in orders to act as major general, to which, 
his particular deſire, there will not be any pay annexed, |} 
the Kiog ſhould be pleaſed to require his ſervice in ſome ot 
* or to diſapprove of my appointing the brigadier 

lis local rank, by his Majeſty's commiſſion being withbeld 
Ex . ] am, &c, W. Hows, 


E . | 

Extra of a L ear from General Howe to Lord George Ge 

a main, dated Halifax, 2d June, 1776. 
[Recerved 5th July.] 


I have the honour of your Lordſhip's diſpatch of 2d F 
bruary, incloſing his Majeſty's warrant to explain and co 
firm under the King's ſign manual, the powers with which 
am veſted to poſt officers to vacancies, as were before expre 
fed in your Lordſhip's letter 5th January. | 
- Permit me, my N to repreſent that when his Majel 
was pleaſed to order two additional companies to each rep 
ment under my command, one of them to be formed by 
regular regimenta] promotion, and the officers to return 
Britain for the purpoſe of recruiting the company, I did, wi 
a ſcrupulous regard to his Majeſty's pleaſure, make the: 
pointments accordingly, reporting my reaſons for the fewd 
viations that occurred. Notwithſtanding this, I have t 
mortification to find that my appointments on their arri 
were not confirmed, and that all thoſe enſigns who had « 
rited promotion by their perſonal good behaviour, and w! 
have ever ſince been doing duty as ſucb, remain ſuperſec 
by others confmiffioned "2, Tomy ty : „ 
Many appointments have alſo been received from the W 
Office ſince the 5th of January, on vacancies that have be 
ened under my command, and which of courſe have 
led up on the ſpot, occafioning ſuch embarraſſment and co 
fuſion in the army, that 1 have been obliged to give the | 
cloſed order to prevent murmurs, and remove all doubts 
conſequence of thoſe double promotions, until his Majeſt 
further pleaſure is known. | | 
l deg leave therefore to entreat your Lordſhip to lay befc 
his Majeſty the particular ſituation of the gentlemen 2 
grieved, and to preſent my humble requeſt that his Majel 
may be graciouſly pleaſed to confirm them in their reſpet 
ranks, permitting me to iſſue pay to the enſigns appointed 
- home, by recommendation from the War Office, until vac” 


> 


1779. ES A TE: 4. 

happen in the different regiments for their admiſſion, in 
ich view I ſhall keep all enſigncies open in expectation 
his Majeſty's further pleaſure, I muſt alſo flatter myſelf that 
retions _ be given to prevent the like inconveniencies 
future, as his Majeſty's ſervice by their continuance muſt 
igteatly impeded, es 
by of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated Halifax, 4th June, 1776. [ Received 5th July.] 
My Lok o, 


„'s regard as well as that of Lord Darmouth, I took ſuch 
raſures as were moſt adviſeable to anſwer the purpoſes re- 
wired, which will appear from the incloſed detail of what 
been done; and although the deſign has been moſtly fru- 
ted, by the loſs of the principal ſhip, yet to ſet this mat- 
tina clear light, and to lodge, as it were, a record of the 
aſaQtion, I beg leave to trouble your Lordſhip with the par- 


remain in ſtore at Halifax. 


be raiſed within the province of Nova Scotia, cannot be 
bmpleted ; and to relieve government from uneceſſary ex- 
ence, I have taken the liberty to put this corps into a dif- 
bent form after the 24th inſtant, leaving an opening for all 
Whcerned to entitle themſelves to their preſent appointments, 
ſucceſs in recruiting, This regulation is encloſed for your 
Lrdſhip's approbation, and I am, &c. W. Howe. 
act of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated Halifax, 77% June, 1776. [Received 5th July.} 
ON the 11th of May I had the honour of your Lordſhip's 
patches of 28th March by the Deſpencer packet, with du- 
cats of the 1ſt and 7th of February, the originals of which 
ere delivered by Captain Dickſon, commanding the Grey» 
und frigate, on the 16th following. — 
have ſuffered the moſt ſenſible mortification, by being ſo 
ng detained at this place; but the late arrivals of the provi- 
in ſhips, and the repairing of thoſe included in the num- 
kr requiſite for tranſporting the troops, a return of which 
Is forwarded to the lords commiſhoners of the treaſury, in 
I Abet of the 8th of May, have made an earlier removal 
Wpracticable, The troops, however, are at length embark- 
waiting only for fayourable weather to proceed to Sandy 
Wok, In the early operations there, I ſhall have the cloſeſt 
Kention to the xeitiforcements daily expected, and not hazard 
J diſadyantageous attacks. In this idea I at preſent think 
vill be moſt adviſeable to make a landing upon Long Iſland, 
border to ſecure the paſſage of the ſhipping into the harbour, 
0L, XI, Un which 


THE mercantile goods at Bofton having attracted your Lord - 


juſars relative to it, the main object being to deprive the re- 
ls of what they ſtood moſt in need, the goods in poſſeſſion 


Itis found that the regiment projected by Governor Legge 


* 


$26 


tion with General de Heiſter, will arrange their buſineſs me 


to the admiral on every movement for the convenience 
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which only can be effected by the poſſeſſion of a commandi 
height near Brooklyn, ſaid to be fortified. Should the ene 
offer battle in the open field, we muſt not decline it; 2 
from the high order the troops are now in, I have every te 
ſon to flatter myſelf with ſucceſs, which once obtained, a 
proſecuted immediately upon the arrival of the reinforce 
ments, would not fail to have the moſt intimidating effes 
upon the minds of thoſe deluded people. 

When General Clinton joins the army, to which pury, 
I have wrote to him conſonant to the orders he will he 
received from your Lordſhip, a copy of which you were plea 
to tranſmit to me, if we ſhould not find our ſtrength ſufficie 
tu afford a diviſion of the army, previous to the arrival oft 
Heſſians, we may nevertheleſs proceed to force the rehe 
from the iſland of New York, or to ſuch other operation 
may be deemed moſt conducive to his Majeſty's ſervic 
But General Clinton muſt have a part of the Heſſians wi 
him on the fide of Rhode Ifland, and a perſonal communic 


to the ſatifaction of all parties than could be done ſeparatelWpts 
or by letter, to meet him upon the coaſt. The admiral the 
fore, at my requeſt, has ſent orders to the cruizers not on 
off Rhode Iſland, but te all others on the northern coaſt, Mens 
direct the troops from Europe to proceed to New Vork, fro 
whence they may more diſtinctly be ordered to their ſeveſ Ven- 
deſtinations for the operations of the campaign ; and thatt 
time may be loſt in diſpoſing the troops for action, aft 
the arrival of the fleet at New York, I intend to proce 
in a frigate to Sandy Hook, that I may have the advantage 
communitating with Governor Tryon, for obtaining the HM 
information of the ſtate of the rebel army in the environs 
that place, and that I may be ready to receive the Heſu et 
in caſe of their arrival before the fleet from hence. 
My beſt endeavours ſhall be employed to engage the aff 
ance of the Indians of the Six Nations, and I hope by th «t 
influence of Colonel Guy Johnſon, to make them uſeful, 
Admiral Shuldham having ſent me the copy of a let 
he has lately received from the lords commiſſioners of the 
miralty, relative to the tranſports being taken from under i n 
orders of the commander in chief of the land forces, I bs, 
leave to repreſent to your Lordſhip, that J apprehend ſuci Hui. 
diſpoſal of them will greatly impede the ſervice, from the He 
ceſũty the land officer muſt be under of making applicatioffing 


/ 


the troops, and fer a variety of ſervices, needleſs to poi 
out to your Lordſhip. Wherefore I am hopeful I may nu w 
receive any order for a change in the preſent command 9 d th 
them, | | | | 
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The advanced rank which the King has been pleaſed to 
mfer upon the general officers ſerving in this country, is re- 
ved by thoſe here with the higheſt ſenſe of the moſt dutiful 
pet for his Majeſty's royal attention, and by no one more 
ntefully than myſelf. I ſhall not fail to communicate to 
eutenant General Clinton, his Majeſty's particular regard 
the ſeniority of his rank, which would have placed him 
cond in command in Canada, had he not been previouſly 
pployed to the ſouthward, My laſt intelligence from that 
urter was dated the 28th of April, and as five or fix tranſ- 
ts had then arrived, I muſt conclude the whole force is 
ileted there before this time. 

The 47th regiment not being included in your Lordſhip's 
tribution of troops deſtined for Canada, I ſhall preſume it 
yy now remain in the place of the 33d, but ſhall pay due 
dedience to the orders for Lord Cornwallis's ſerving in that 
my. The 6th regiment cannot be employed early in the 
mpaign, as 1 ſhall not have it in my power to ſend tranſ- 
ts for them until after my arrival at New York. 

The rebel priſoners are returned in the Greyhound, and 
ſhall uſe my endeavours to follow your Lordſhip's direc- 
"ns reſpecting them and others in the ſame predicament. 
It is with concern I am to adviſe your Lordſhip of another 
inance ſtore ſhip, named the Hope, being taken in Bo- 
mn Bay. She had a large proportion of entrenching tools 
board, and it is ſaid 1500 barrels of powder. 

The appointment of Lord Howe to the chief command in 
e naval department, upon this extenſive coaſt, is a circum- 
ance that could not fail to give me the higheſt ſatisfaction; 
d I promiſe myſelf, from his experience, every aſſiſtance 
at can be given in the proſecution of the conjun& war 
are now entering upon. 

y of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Howe, 
T7 1 25th April, 1776. [Received 6th June. ] 

3 s J 
CAPTAIN Emmerick, who will have the honour to de- 
er this letter to you, ſerved ſeveral years in the corps of 
lanoverian rangers, was employed laſt war in many ſitua- 
ns, in which confidence and ability were requiſite, and 
quitted himſelf with great credit and honour. 

He is now under the protection of government here, and 
ing deſirous of employment in North America, I am com- 
anded to recommend him to your attention ; and as he cer- 
nly may be very uſeful in many ſituations, I am perſuaded 
u will ſoon diſcover his merit, and employ him to his own 
d the public advantage. . 
J am, &c. Geo. GERMAIN. 

| Uu 2 Extract 
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' pardon and negotiation, in which he and you are joine 


ant: they are certainly by this time all on board, and, 


. he may be employed by you as commanding the brigade 


of ch April. 5 
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Extract of a Letter from Lard Geo. Germain ta Gen. Hoy 
1 27th Apr. 1776. | Received 6th June.) 
9 578 A G 
INCLOSED I have the honour to ſend you the embat 
tion returns of the firſt diviſion of the Heſſian troops, whi 
divifton, or the greateſt part of it, being arrived at Spithes 
and the detachment of guards being embarked, the whole h 
orders to proceed to fea immediately, under the inſtruc 
contained in the incloſed copies of my letters to Lieuteng 
General Heifter, and to the lords of the admiralty. 
It was hoped and expected, that Lord Howe would h. 
proceeded with this embarkation ; but the neceſſary arrang 
ments, reſpecting the very important commiſſion of offer 


make that very doubtful ; and therefore the tranſports v 
probably proceed under convoy of the Preſton, on bois 
which Commodore Hotham hoiſts his broad pendant. 

Lord Howe will, it is hoped, not be detained many d. 
here, and, therefore, there is the greateſt probability, 
if the embarkation ſhould have proceeded without him, 
Lordſhip being in a ſingle ſhip will arrive before the troq 
and in time to ſettle all the arrangements that may be nes 
ſary to be made, in conſequence of their deſtination. 

I have already acquainted you in my letter of the 2 
March, of which I now incloſe a duplicate, that the 42d 1 
71ſt regiments would probably embark about the 20th i 


hope, ready to fail from the Clyde; and, incloſed, If 
you 2 copy of my letter of orders to Sir William Erſkine, t 
commanding officer of thoſe corps. His Majeſty has be 
pleaſed to give the rank of colonel in America to him, u 


Highlanders. You can be no ſtranger to his character as 
officer, though you may not have ſerved in the army wi 
him; you may depend upon his anſwering your expectatio 
in whatever ſervice you may employ him. : | 
Copy of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Germil 
dated Halifax 8% June, 1776. [Received 5th July.] 


My Lok, une 


ON the 6th inſtant, the Mercury packet arrived with yi 
Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 27th April, duplicate 2 ö 
March, copy of your Lordſhip's letter of 25th April, 
Lieutenant General de Heiſter, and ſeveral papers relative 1 
the ſtate of the Heſſian troops; copies of letters from y 
Lordfhip to the lords commiſſioners: of the admiralty, of 29 
April, and to Sir William Erſkine, . of iſt ſame month; 
copy. of a letter from Colonel Faucitt to the Earl of Suff 


or | 


® 
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Theſe diſpatches were delivered to me by Captain Emme- 
„accompanied by a letter from your Lordſhip, ſetting 
th his good ſervices in the late war; I apprehend he might 
employed here to great advantage, ſhould this conteſt con- 
we for another year, by returning to Europe, and bringing 


thedMeorps of 500 German chaſſeurs ; but in the preſent cam- 
le Mea, without proper troops for him to act with, or a know= 
gige of the country, he can be but caſually employed, yet I 


pe to good efiect. 

The utmoſt attention ſhall be given to the experience and 
at abilities of Sir William Erſkine in the military line, and 
hall with pleaſure make known to him your Lordſhip's 
amands to me in his favour. 

[he contents of Colonel Faucitt's letter has given me much 
faction, and/I ſhall not fail to make a proper uſe of the 
pwicdge it contains. 

While writing this, I have advice that ſome tranſports 
th the Highlanders are arrived at the entrance of the har- 
ur, and I am not without hopes, that we ſhall all join un- 
fail to-morrow, | i 
cannot take my leave of your Lordſhip without expreſſing 
utter amazement, at the deciſive and maſterly ftrokes for 
ying fuch extenſive plans into immediate execution, as 
ie been effected ſince your Lordſhip has aſſumed the con- 
cting of this war, which is already moſt happily expe- 
nced by thoſe who have the honour of ſerving here under 
ur auſpices, That you may finally receive the acknow- 
ments of a grateful country, the laſting glory which ſuch 
ices merit; and that I may in ſome degree contribute to 


] completion of meaſures fo vigorouſly concerted, is the fer- 
„ at with of your Lordſhip's, ce. Witt, Howe. 
ade WW) of 4 Letter from Genera! Howe to Lord George Ger- 
25 main, dated Staten Iſland, 7th July, 1776. + 
y Wi . [ Received 10th Auguſt.] 1 
atio My Loxp, [ 
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The Mercury Packet is diſpatched to inform your Lord- 
Ip of the arrival of the Halifax fleet, on the 29th of June, 
dandy Hook, where J arrived four days ſooner in the Grey- 
and frigate, I met with Governor Tryon on board of 


h jop at the Hook, and many gentlemen, faſt friends to go- 

: 20Fument, attending him, from whom J have had the fulleſt 

ril, Formation of the ſtate of the rebels, who are numerous 

tee very advantageouſly poſted with ſtrong intrenchments 

N ga upon Long Ifſland, and that of New Vork, with more 
ay 


an one hundred pieces of cannon for the defence of the 
"n towards the ſea, and to obſtruct the paſſage of the fleet 
the North River, beſides a conſiderable field train of artillery. 
ng made enquiries of theſe gentlemen, reſpecting a 
b . | = 


330 


ing; but being more particularly informed during the nig 


two miles diſtant from the front of the enemy's enc2mp 


leſs by ſome unexpected change of circumftances, in the mea 


ly into this province, which may enable me to ſpare a col 
adequate to that ſervice. But as I muſt eſteem a previo 
impreſſion upon the enemy's principal force, collected in th 


- « Fatively, may be eſteemed collateral. | 
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of the country between Graveſend Bay in Long Iſland, 2 
the enemy's works in the neighbourhood of Brooklyn, the 
accounts were ſo ſatisfattory, that I had determined to i 
embark the army at Graveſend, and with this intention t 
fleet moved up to the Bay, on the firſt inſtant, in the evenin 
in order to land the troops at the break of day next mor: 


of a ſtrong paſs upon a ridge of craggy heights, covered vii 
wood, that lay 1n the route the army muſt have taken, on 


ment, and ſeven from Graveſend, which the rebels woy 
undoubtedly have occupied before the King's troops cou 
get up to it; and from the minuteſt deſcription, judging : 
attack upon this poſt, ſo ſtrong by nature, and to near tl 
front of the enemy's works, to be too hazardous an attem 
before the arrival of the troops with Commodore Hothan 
daily expected, I declined the undertaking, and paſſing t 
Narrows with three thips of war and the firſt diviſion ( 
tranſports ; landed the grenadiers and light infantry, as tt 
ſhips came up, to the great joy of a moſt loyal people, lo 
ſuffering on that account under the oppreſſion of the rebe 
ſtationed among them, who precipitately fled on the approad 
of the ſhipping. The remainder of the troops landed duri 
the next day and night, and are now diſtributed in canto 
ments where they have the beſt refreſhments. 

In juſtice to Captain Reynar, of his Majeſty's ſhip Chal, 
ham, who was directed by the admiral to make the diſpolifſun 
tion of boats for landing the troops, and to Captain Curtiſci 
commanding the Senegal ſloop of war, who was to ſuperin 1 
tend the execution, I muſt expreſs my entire ſatisfaction ſon: 
the conduct of thoſe gentlemen, and the dependence to 
placed upon their future ſervices in this line. 

J propoſe waiting here for the Engliſh fleet, or the arri 
of Licutenant-generat Clinton, in readineſs to proceed, u 


time, it ſnould be found expedient to act with the preſent foro i 
In caſe Lieutenant Gen. Clinton's ſouthern operations ſhoul 


prevent his joining the army here, I am apprehenſive the po 


{fon of Rhode Iſland, though of the moſt important nature 


muſt be deferred until the arrival of the ſecond embarkatic 
from Europe, unleſs General Carleton ſhould penetrate cal 


quarter, to be the firſt obje& of my attention, I ſhall hold 
ſteadily in view, without lofing fight of thoſe which, comp vc 


Vic 
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Vice Admiral Shuldham was joined on his voyage by fix 
ports belonging to the Highland corps, having three com- 
mies of the 42d and three of the 71ſt on board. There is 
other intelligence of this embarkation, excepting an ac- 
unt publiſhed in the New York papers, that two tranſ- 


ts of the fleet were taken by the enemy's privateers, and 


med into Boſton ; that Major Menzies was killed in the 
wrement, and Lieutenant Colonel Campbell of the 71ſt 


ade priſoner, with fifteen other officers, and about 450 men. 


W. Erſkine is among thoſe that are abſent, 
Governor Franklyn, who for a long time maintained his 
und in Jerſey, has been lately taken into cuſtody at Am- 
u, and is at this time detained a priſoner in Connecticut; 
u the mayor of New York was confined a few days ago, 
on a frivolous complaint of his ſending intelligence to Go- 
mor Tryon, brought to trial, and condemned to ſuffer 
ath ; but, by the laſt intelligence, the ſentence was not 
wmied into execution. | 

Notwithſtanding theſe violent proceedings, I have the 
tfaftion to inform your Pordſhip, that there is great 
alon to expect a numerous body of the inhabitants to 
in the army from the provinces of York, the Jerſeys, and 
nnecticut, who, in this time of univerſal oppreſſion, 
ly wait for opportunities to give proofs of their loyalty 
d zeal for government. Sixty men came over two days 
7, with a few arms, from the neighbourhood of Shrewſbu- 
„ in Jerſey, who are all defirous to ſerve; and I under- 
and there are 500 more in that quarter ready to follow 
teir example. This diſpoſition among the people makes 
e impatient for the arrival of Lord Howe, concluding the 
overs with which he is furniſhed will have the beſt effect 
this critical time: but J am ſtill of opinion, that peace will 
t be reſtored in America until the rebel army is defeated, 

| beg leave to repreſent to your Lordſhip, the inconvenien- 
ariſing from the want of camp equipage at this time, which 
lay continue during the courſe of this rebellion, unleſs ſent 
it the year before it is to be uſed: alſo the neceſſity of an 
wly ſupply of woollens, linen, and ſhoes for the provincial 
hoops that I may retain in pay during the winter, as theſe 
Wngs are not to be had here on any terms; and the diſtreſs 
the inhabitants in general is ſo great, from the want of 
ole articles, that the friends of government will ſuffer much, 
tout aſſiſtance from Europe. | 
Lieutenant-colonel Blunt, of the 4th regiment, who has 
leave to return to Britain from, the particular ſituation 
us affairs, will deliver this diſpatch, and I have the honour 
be, &. SHES. W. HowzE. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Germ; 
dated Staten Iſland, 8:4 July, 1776. [Received 10th Auguſt. 
My Loxp, 

HAVING yeſterday ſubmitted to the Admiral's confi 
ration, the propriety of ſendipg a naval force up the no 
river, above the town of New York, with a view to diſtre 

e rebels on that iſland, by obſtructing ſupplies coming do 
the river, and other good conſequences dependent upon th 

meaſure, which meeting with his approbation, orders a 
given for two ſhips, one of forty, and another of twenty gu 
to proceed upon that ſervice the firſt favourable opportunit 
and I flatter myſelf, that theſe ſhips, more than which ca 
not be ſpared at preſent from the protection of the tranſport 
will prove of ſufficient force to ſupport theniſeves againſt: 
attempts of the enemy from the upper river, and to anſy 
the purpoſes for which they are intended, 

Several men have come over to this iſland, and to the ſhij 
fince my letter of yeſterday, and by a newſpaper of the 6 
F learn, that the continental Congreſs, on the Tueſday pr 
ceding, had declared the united Colonies free and indepet 
dent fates. The ſame paper mentions, that 30 fail of tra 
ſports, a fifty-gun ſhip, and ſeveral ſmall ſhips of war, h 
got over Charles Town bar, in South Carolina, without f 
cifying the time, or any circumſtance in conſequence, | 
ſides a ſummons for the town to ſurrender, which was reje 
ed; having no better authority for this intelligence than t 
newſpaper, I decline making any obſervations upon it, 2 
have the honour to be, &c. . W. Howe. 
Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Hou 

* 1 34 May, 1776. [ Received 27th July. 

IR, 

MR. Brown, to whom you entruſted your important diet 
patch to Lord Dartmouth, of the 21ſt of March, arrived her: 
this afternocn, and [ immediately laid it before the King. ur 

The incloſed duplicates of the letters which have bet 
written to you ſince that-from Lord Dartmouth, of the 21 
October, which you ſay was the laſt you had received, and tle 
copies which I alſo ſend you of Mr. Robinſon's letters, wi 

ſhew, that every poſſible attention has been given to your ſitu 
tion, as well as in explaining to you the meaſures which h 
been taken for an early reinforcement of your army, 25 
fending out ample fupplies of proviſions and ſtores of every fo 

The miſcarriage of the diſpatches has been very unfort 
nate, and your not having received ſupplies would have vec 
fatal, but for the ſtep you very prudently took of withdraw 
from the town of Boſton, which, under the circumftanct 
you have ſtated, is a meaſure very much approved 13 
| ing 
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uſt ling, and in the execution of which, you have given the 


ſid hoice of ſo able and brave an officer, to command his troops 
” | America. 5 6 
bo You will ſee by my diſpatch to you of the 18th of No- 


ember, * th and 27th of December, + 5th of January, f 
1 th: 2nd 7th of February, $ 28th of March, | and 27th of 
nl, that every poſſible effort has been uſed to give you 
oh a force, and to ſend you ſuch ſupplies as would ena- 
e you to act with effect in the courſe of this ſummer, and 
the ſame time to ſecure the poſſeſſion of Canada, and re- 
porte the ſouthern colonies to obedience. | 
ot i With reſpect to that part of the force deſtined to thoſe dif 
au ent objects, which is to reinforce the army under your im- 

, Whicdiate command, you will fee, that the armament ſent to 
ſhine ſouthward, has orders to join you as early as poflible, 
e Vid to hazard nothing that may defeat that junction; you will 


pi o ſee, that the Highland corps, amounting to near 3500 


<pcllen, are failed from the Clyde within theſe few days; that 
trage greateſt part of the firſt diviſion of Heffians, amounting 


, WW 3:00 men, is actually arrived at Spithead, and will pro- 


t fp kbly fail to-morrow or next day, in company with a de- 
» "chment of the guards, amounting to 1098 men, and there 
ee creat hope, that it will not be long before the remainder of 
10 te Heſſians, computed at about 4000, will be ready to pro- 
„ reed. | 5 | 
E, The tranſports for the reception of General Burgoyne's 
iowiriment of light cavalry, and for about 800 draught horſes, 
. ] Wt alſo fitting in the river, and thoſe articles of military 
Whores demanded in the returns tranſmitted with the different 
t 11ers I have received from you, have been either already ſent, 
| heir are now preparing to be ſent, as far as we are able to pro- 
g. Wire them. | ö = | 
de With regard to that part of the force which is deſtined for 
e e ſervice in Canada, conſiſting, excluſive of the early re- 
id ter ſent out with the Iſis, of ſeven regiments from Ireland, 
ne from England, and a body of near 5000 foreign troops, 
ſitufehrboſe regiments failed from Corke the 8th of April, under 
De command of Lieutenant Colonel Fraſer ; and the 1 di- 


7 ſüion of Brunſwickers, amounting to about 2000 men, to- 

ſo | 

1 — ramen | wh JED 
By the Triton. + By the Milford frigate. 

vi | By the Greyhound, $ Ditto. | 5 7 

nog || By a packet expreſs from Boſton. "OY another packet. 


ti Vor. XI. R x gether 


lleſt proof of his Majeſty's wiſdom and diſcernment, in the 
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ymouth, alſo ſailed under the command of Lieutenant Ge 
neral Burgoyne, on the 7th of April; and from the time 
which they ſailed, and the fair wind they have had fincy 
there is good-reaſon to hope, they are by this time in ther 
ver St. Lawrence, and you will, I truſt, have been ex 
enough apprized of this arrangement, to have prevented ye 
in your deſign of ſending any part of your force to Que 
for it is of great conſequence, in every light, that it ſhoul 
be kept intire. 
_ Under theſe circumſtances of preparation, the King h 
entertzined a well grounded hope, that an early and effec 
tual impreſſion would have been made, either in New En 
land or New York, and that. the ſupplies which had be 
ſent out, would have arrived in time to have enabled yi 
to have maintained yourſelf at Boſton, until a force was c 
leted adequate to Su deciſive blow, The failure of the 
ſupplies is a very unfortunate event: but, though in yo 
ſituation at Halifax, you will for a time be further remo 
from thoſe places, where the force you will have under yo 
command muſt ultimately be employed, yet, as J ſee you ha 
taken the proper meaſures, in leaving cruizers off the co 
of New England, that the ſhips which may arrive from E 
land may ſtill join you with ſecurity, you will ſoon, I tr 
Baye it in your power, to Earry on operatiens to the ſout 
Ward, 

This change in your ſituation appearing by your letters 
have been adopted for the temporary purpoſe of convenien nd 
and the better to enable you to diſengage yourſelf of the ei 
barraſſment that might obſtruct a more decided operai 
will, therefore, induce no alteration of the plan for ſend 

the Heſfians and guards to Rhode Iſland, according to my: 
ſtructions to Lieutenant General Heiſter, and they wil 
courſe take poſt there, if practicable, if they find no order 
from you to the contrary. | | 
As they cannot, however, be ſupgjicd from hence wit 
fufficient quantity of artillery and intrenching tools, you 
endeavour to ſend them what you think adequate to that t 
vice, IND 

The Heſſians have their regimental field pieces; ſome! 
three-pounders are on board an ordnance ſtore ſhip that 
with them, and the number of cartridges, which J und 

ſtand is about thirty rounds per man, will be made up toi 
ty, out of the ſtores at Portſmouth : but they muſt depif# 
upon you for intrenching tools, though every effort wil 


* 
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tale to collect what can be procured at Portſmouth and the 
ſower, and to put on board the tranſports as much as they 
m receive. | 

By the intelligence we receive from time to time, of what 
paſſing at New York, it ſeems as if the rebels had deter- 
ined to oppoſe a landing at that place, and for that purpoſe 
collect a large force there; but of this; it is moſt likely, 
u will receive certain and better accounts than we can get; 
ſnd you, however, the lateſt intelligence we have from 
at quarter, becauſe it points out the particulars of the de- 
e the enemy are preparing to make, and it may, in that 
ſpect, be of ſome ule to you. 

The plan you propoſe for attacking New York as ſoon as 
ble, is becoming that ſpirit and vigour with which you 
ways act: but as ſuch large reinforcements are going to 
yu, | wiſh they may arrive before the time of carrying it 
to execution, that your force may be ſo increaſed, as to 
nder your ſucceſs more certain, | TE 

I am, &c. GEO. GERMAIN, 


tract of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated Head Quarters, Staten Iſland, 6th Auguit, 1776. 
Received 28th September. | 


JUDGING your Lordſhip will be anxious for informa- 
n, and having two packets on this fide, I diſpatch the 
ndwich, without waiting for further tidings of Commo- 
re Hotham and the part of his fleet not yet arrived, but 
"7 from late reports, may with reaſon be hourly ex- 
te 4 | | 
The troops that have arrived to this day are expreſſed in 
y returns to the ſecretary at war and adjutant general, 
hereby your Lordſhip will obſerve, that we are in force ſuf- 
ent to enter upon offenſive operations; but I am detain- 
by the want of camp equipage, particularly kettles and 
tines ſo eſſential in the field, and without which, too much 
hat to be apprehended on the ſcore of health, at a time, when 
kneſs among the Britiſh troops was never more to be 
aded, from a due conſideration of their importance, in the 
plecution of this diſtant war, and eſteeming the army pre- 
It as the ſtock upon which the national force in America 
uſt in future be grafted ; however, if the camp equipage 
ould not arrive with Commodore Hotham, we muſt uſe 
| XX 2 8 every 
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every means to provide againſt thoſe wants, and the arm 
will immediately begin to act. | 

' Your Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 3d, 12th, and 13th May 
with the duplicates of others, ſince the 22d October, 15; 
were received by the Sandwich packet, on the 27th, and 
Lord Hyde, on the 29th July. His Majeſty's moſt gracio 
approbation of my withdrawing the troops from Boſton, u 
der the circumſtances, as deſcribed in my diſpatch of 21ſt. 
March, and the flattering terms wherein it was conveyed | 
your Lordſhip, does me the higheſt honour, 

Having communicated my reaſons in a former letter, f. 
ordering the guards and Heſſians to this port, previous to a 
attempt upon Rhode Iſland, I am ſince confirmed in the pri 
priety of ſuch meaſure, by finding, as I expected, the pri 
Cipal force of the rebels aſſembled at New York, from when 
to diſlodge them, it will require our collected ſtrength, befy 
any other operation can take place, In this I ſhall now 
moſt eſſentially aſſiſted by Lieutenant General Clinton a 
Lord Cornwallis, who arrived here from South Carolina, « 
the 1ſt inſtant. The ſouthern tranſactions have been ſent 
your Lordſhip by General Clinton, and duplicates of his let: 
going by this opportunity, I need not touch upon that ſubjel 

| The Phcenix of 40 guns, and the Roſe of 20, paſſed t 
enemies batteries up the north river, on the 12th of July, 
mid day, We have not received any direct intelligence fr 
them ſince they went upon this ſervice ; but by private mea 
J learn, they did not ſuffer the leaſt damage from the enem 

batteries, and that they were in ſafety, at the upper end 
the Japan ſea, a few days paſt. | 

The commander in chief of the rebel armies ſent met 
encloſed letter and narrative of ſome paſt tranſactions in U 
nada, which I thought proper to anſwer in general tern, 
direQting to George Waſhington, Eſquire, &c. &c.” 3s! 
moſt unexceptionable mode of addreſs, The officer ſent 
meet the flag, would not receive my letter, as it did note 
preſs his general titles; in conſequence of which, I ſent Lic 
tenant Colonel Paterſon, adjutant general, a few days aft 

wards, to remonſtrate upon this, and other circumſtane 

relative to the uſage of General Preſcot, and ſeveral officer, b 

the enemy's poſſeſſion, and to mention an exchange of | 
ſoners. This interview was more polite than intereſtin 
however, it induced me to change my ſuperſcription for 
attainment of an end fo defirable, and in this view, I #: 
myſelf it will not be diſapproved. The letters, though 
important, are all incloſed for your Lordſhip's ſatisfaci 


* 
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The report concerning the 71ſt regiment, as mentioned in 
ht, proves to be true by later accounts, directly from 
zutenant Colonel Campbell, who is a priſoner at Boſton, 
dit is confirmed, that Major Menzies was killed in the 
don. This unfortunate accident makes a conſiderable ad- 
ion to their number of priſoners, and increaſes my anxiety 
x their relief, for which end, I ſhall uſe every means in my 
wer, to improve and ayail myſelf of this agreement for 
exchange of priſoners, | | 

Major Rogers having eſcaped to us from Philadelphia, is 
powered to raiſe a battalion of rangers, which, I hope, 
py be uſeful in the courſe of the campaign. 

[tis with much ſatisfaction, I am to inform your Lordſhip, 
at the troops which came with me, and thoſe ſince arrived, 
e in perfect good health. FS 


rar? of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General 
Howe, dated Whitehall, June 11, 1776. 
Received 12th. Auguſt, ] 


YOUR letters of the 25th of April, 7th and 12th of 
ay, together with the incloſures, have been received, and 
have had the honour of laying thera before his Majeſty. 

It would have been very fortunate, if the diſpatches, to 
ich you allude, and which have been ſo long on their paſ- 
ge, had reached you in due time, and it gave a real ſatis- 
ation to learn, that you had at laſt received them. 

Your attention to the ſervice, in ſending the 47th regi- 
tent to Quebec, is highly commendable : but I truſt the 
ces ſent from Europe, for the relief of that place, and the 
duktion of the neighbouring country to their obedience, 
ll fully anſwer thoſe purpoſes ; you will defire General 
arleton to return you that regiment, unleſs he ſhall find, 
at the ſituation of affairs in that quarter, makes it neceſ- 
ay for him to keep it. 

Give me leave, to expreſs my ſatisfaction on the ſafe arri- 
al of yourſelf, and the fleet, at Halifax. The capture of 
ie brig was an unfortunate circumſtarſte ; but, I hope, that 
de loſs of the ſhoes and woollen articles, which were on 
oard, have, ere this, been repaired by means of the ſtores 
at were forwarded in the ſhips, that have been ſent from 


tence, 
His 
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favour and confidence from any of his ſervants, without re 


to make the intereſts of thoſe, who are abroad in his ſervic 
the. more peculiar, and more immediate objects of his care. 


proves of your having appointed him to act as major gener, 


- your actions and intentions, are honoured with the entire 2 
_ probation of your ſovereign. 


the incloſed Gazette Extraordinary, I mo 


gratulate you upon an event, that muſt greatly facilitate a 
our operations, and opens a proſpect of putting an end to tl 
rebelling in one campaign. 
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His Majeſty has been pleaſed to approve of your appoir 
ment of Lieutenant Colonel Paterſon, of the 63d regime: 
to be your adjutant general, and I. ſhall certainly pay 
attention to your recommendation of Major Kemble. 

I cannot help expreſſing my concern, that ſo many of 
rot faithful ſubjects in America, ſhould be ſo my 
diſtreſſed for the want of proviſions, that it is neceſſary ſ 
you to ſupply them from the King's ſtores ; and it is impe 
fible for me to ſay more, upon ſo delicate a buſineſs, th 
that you muſt be guided by your own feelings and hum 
nity, which, I am perſuaded, will always dire& you right, 

n.anſwer to'the laſt paragraph of your letter, April 25 
it will be ſufficient for me to obſerve, that your brothe 
Lord Howe's arrival in America, muſt have aforded you tl 
moſt pleaſing, as well as moſt convincing proofs, of the gre 
eſtimation, in which his Majeſty holds you, and of the op 
nion he ſo juſtly entertains of your ability and inclination, 
render him the moſt eſſential ſervices. 

His Majefty always acts upon ſuch fixed and unalterah 


-principles of juſtice, that he will never withdraw his ro 


fon and abſence, which has frequently proved fatal to t 
fortunes of even the moſt meritorious men, will in theſe da) 
I am poſitive, be detrimental to none. As the King ſei 


. 


The whole of Brigadier General Robertſon's behaviouf, 
deſerving of great commendations. And his Majeſty 2 


and conſents, that he ſhould continue to ſerve in Ameri 
in that capacity this campaign. 

It is not neceſſary for me to enter into the particulars cot 
tained in your letter of May 7; but as I feel myſelf perfec 
ly ſatisfied with what you have already done, and purpoſe 
do, it would be ungenerous in me not to endeavour, in n 
turn, to contribute to your happineſs, by aſſuring you, . 


P. S. When I was cloſing my letter, I received the ve 
agreeable intelligence from Quebec, which you will {ce 
i heartily col 


Ci 


ng DEBATES 


| | Uo | 
of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Germain, 
dated Staten Iſland, 15th Auguſt, 1776. 
[Received 10th October, 1776.] 


My Los, 

[ have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
ſhip's diſpatches on the 11th and 12th of June, by 
Halifax packet arriving here the 11th inſtant. | 

0n the 12th the two fleets under convoy of Commodore 
him, and the Repulic, met off this harbour, and came 
together ; the guards and Hefſians on board are reported 
be very healthy. The camp equipage is alſo come, and 
time will be loſt in proceeding upon the operations of 
campaign, | | | 
Lord Dunmore and Lord William Campbell arrived yeſ- 
(day from the ſouthward, with Sir Peter Parker; being 
wous to fend off this packet, I defer being more particular 
nil the next departure, I have the honour to be, &c. 

WILL. Hows. 


y of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Germain, 
dated Head Suarters, Staten Ifland, 16th Auguſt, 1766. 
| [ Received 10th October. 


My LoRp, 

THE provincial corps already raiſed, and the new levies, 
lich may probably be made, in the progreſs of this Ame - 
Ian war, muſt neceſſarily occaſion a great additional ex- 
ice ; and their various eſtabliſhments, will of courſe re- 
ure a very exact arrangement, for ſettling accounts of 
bliſtence and contingencies, in ſuch manner, as to leave 
alt room for impoſition or confuſion ; I ſhould, therefore, 
unbly propoſe to ſeparate them from all other extraordina- 
ts, by appointing a pay-maſter general to keep them di- 
nt; and in this idea, I have given to Captain Robert 
ackenzie, my preſent ſecretary, a commiſſion to act as 
Yy-maſter general, with the ſame appointment as the de- 
ty pay-maſters general have, who act under Mr. Rigby, 
America. I have alſo appointed a muſter maſter, to cer- 
If the pay bills from one muſter to another. | 

Captain Mackenzie has ſerved his Majeſty twenty-one 
Jars, is fully qualified to diſcharge the ms 2 
; | | 5 


45 


34 


modore Hotham; Lieutenant- general Clinton command 


on the approach of the boats, retired to the woody heig 


to their works at Brooklyn. Lord Cornwallis was im 


field- pieces, having orders not to riſque an attack upon 
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I beg your Lordſhip will do me the honour to communic; 
his Majeſty's pleaſure upon the appointment. 
Ih have the honour to be, &c. 
| Wm, Hows, 


Copy.of a Letter from General Howe to Lord George Germai 
dated Head Quarters, Long Iſland, 2d September, 1776, 
| | Received 10th Oftober, ] 
Mr Long, 1 | 

AS there may probably be another campaign before t 
rebellion is quelled, I would humbly propoſe an augment 
tion of 800 men to Colonel Donop's chaſſeurs, to be ſe 
from Germany, in the ſpring, a corps of theſe troops, co 
fiſting of 1000, would be of infinite ſervice in covering t 
march of the army, and would prevent much loſs and! 
tigue to the main body, particularly in the preſent low | 
of our eſtabliſhment ; and if one hundred diſmopnted hu 
were ſent over from Heſſe, with proper accoutrements, 
be added to this corp, horſes might be procured here, and t 

would prove very ſerviceable in all our movements. 
J am, &c. | Wm. How 


Copy of a Letter from. General Howe to Lord George Germi 
dated Camp at Newtown, Long Iſland, 34 Sept. 1770, 
| ' [Received 28th September, 1776. ] 


My Lox, " 

On the 22d of laſt month, in the morning, the Brit 
with Colonel Donop's corps of chaſſeurs and Heſſian great: 
diers, diſembarked near Utretcht on Long Iſland without i 
poſition, the whole being landed, with forty pieces of c 


- O . * 
non, in two hours and a half, under the direction of Co 


the firſt diviſion of the troops. m_ 
The enemy had only ſmall parties on the coaſt, who, 1 


commanding a principal paſs on the road from Plat- h | 


diately detached to Flat-buſh with the reſerve, two battal 
of light infantry, and Colonel Donop's corps, with 


I 


«ts 
* 


y 
; 
* 


179. D E B A 3 


;, if he ſhould find it occupied; which proving to be the 
h his Lordſhip took poſt in the village, and the army 
nended from the Ferry at the Narrows, through Utrecht 
Graveſend, to the village of Flat-land. 

0n the 25th, Lieutenant General de Heiſter, with two 
eades of Heſſians from Staten-Iſland, joined the army, 
ning one brigade of his trovps, a detachment of the 14th 
ment from Virginia, ſome convaleſcents and recruits, 
fer the command of Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple, for 
| ſecurity of that iſland, 


177 


NCA 


VE, 


Flat-buſh, and in the evening, Lord Cornwallis with 
Britiſh drew off to Flat-land, About nine o'clock the ſame 
rit, the van of the army, comfhangded by Lieut. Gen. 
inton, conſiſting of the light dragooms and brigade of light 


fantry, the reſerve, under the command of Lord Corm. 
d lis, excepting the 42d regiment, which was poſted to the 
t of the Heſhans, thg firſt brigade, and the 7 iſt regiment, 
11th fourtegn field-picet 


began to move from Flat-land, 
rs the country through the New Lots, to ſeize a paſs in 
tending from eaft to weſt, along the middle 


Heights, t | 
the adi nd about three miles from Bedford, on the 


_—_ 


Blat-buſh. 1 

fur. 27th. General Clinton being arrived within half a 
leof the paſs, about two hours before day-break, halted, 
u ſettled his diſpoſition for the attack: one of his patroles, 
lng in with a patrole of the enemy's officers, took them; 
the general e from their information that the re- 
$ had not occupied t 

fantry to ſecure it, and advancing with his corps upon the 
it appearance of day, poſſeſſed himſelf of the Heights, with 
ch a diſpoſition as muſt have enſured ſucceſs, had he found 
e enemy in force to oppoſe him. 

The main body of the army, conſiſting of the guards, 2d, 
|, and,.cth brigades, with ten field-pieces, led by Lord 
cy, marched ſoon after General Clinton, and halted an 


dur before day in higgear. This column (the country not 
Ir itting of two e march) was followed by the 


dth regiment, with. fe I. 
ggage cloſed the rear with ſeparate guard. 


r the ſoldiers to take a little refreſhment, after which the 
Yor. XI, Yy march 


P Fi | 
On the 26th, Lieutenant Galtral de Heiſter took poſt 


to Jamaica, in order to turn the enemy's left, poſted 


e paſs, detached a battalion of light 


medium twelve pounders, and the 


As ſoon as theſe corps had paſſed the heights, they halted 
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the enemy's attention from their left. About m 


8 
e 4 
PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 


march was continued, and about half an hour paſt eig 
o'clock, having got to Bedford, in the rear of the enemy 
left, the attack was commenced by the light infantry a 
light dragoons upon large bodies of the rebels, having ce 
non, who were quitting the woody heights before-mentiq 
ed to return to their lines, upon diſcovering the march 
the army; inſtead of which they were drove back, and th 
army ſtill moving on to gain the enemy's rear, the grenadic 
and 33d regiment being in front of the column, ſoon aj 
proached within muſket-ſhot of the enemy's lines at Brook 
lyn, from whence theſe baghalions, without regarding the fi 
of cannon and, ſmall arms upon them, purſued numbers 
the rebels that were retiring from the Heights ſo cloſe t 
their principal redoubt, and with ſuch eagerneſs to attack 
by ſtorm, that it required repeated orders to prevail up 
them to defift from hg dee Had they been permitte 
to go on, it is my option they would have carried the r: 
Fs but as 1t was apparent the lines muſt have been ou 
at a very cheap rate, by regular _—_— I would nc 
riſque the loſs that might have been fuſtained imthe aſſau 
and ordered them back to a hollow 4 in the front of t 
works, out of the reach of muſquetry. ,/ * + | 
. Lieutenant eral de Heiſter began ſoon dab. 
to cannonade the enemy in the front, and upon the approz e 
of our right, ordered Colonel Donop's corps to advanest 
the attack of the hill, following himſelf” at the head of 
brigades. The light infantry about that time having bet 
reinforced by the light company, the grenadier compan 
and two other companies of the guards, who joined thel 
with the greateſt activity and ſpirit, had taken three piec 
of cannon, and were Warmly engaged With very ſuper 
numbers in the woods, when, on the Heſſians advancins 
the enemy gave way, and was entirely routed in that quarte 
On the left, Major General Grant having the fourth a 
ſixth brigades, the 42d regiment, and two companies of Ne 
York provincials, raiſed by Governor Tryon in the {prin 
advanced along the coaſt with ten pieces of dan an dive 
idnight 


* 


fell in with their advanced parties, ani at day-break with 
large corps, having cannon, andifffdyaptageouſly poſiec 
with whom there was ſkirmiſhing a cannonade fe 
ſome hours, until by the firing at Brooklyn, the rebels f 
ſpecting their retreat would be cut off, made a movement | 


the right, in order to ſecure it acroſs a ſwamp and on 
4. t 


1779. AE 
ut covered the right of their works; but being met in their 
by part of the 2d grenadiers, who were ſoon after ſup- 
med by the 5 1ft regiment, and General Grant's left com- 
g up, they ſuffered conſiderably : numbers of them, how- 
er, did get into the moraſs, where many were ſuffocated 
x drowned, | 
The force of the enemy detached from the lines where Ge- 
al Putnam commanded, was not leſs, from the beſt ac- 
unts I have had, than 10,000 men, who were under the 
ers of Major General Sullivan, Brigadier, Generals Lord 
ming and Udell. Their loſssis computed to be about 
ho killed, wounded, priſoners, and drowned ; with five 
d-pieces, and one howitzer taken, A retign of the pri- 
ners is encloſed, 5 Ld EY MY 
On the part of the King's troops, five officers, and a; 
t non- commiſſioned officers, and rank and file ki; 
eve officers, and 245 non-commiſſioned officers, and rank 
u fle wounded ; one officer and twenty grenadiers ofthe 
wines taken, by miſtaking the enemy for the Heſſians. 
The Heſſians had two privates killed, three officers, and 
nty-three rank and file wounded. The. wounds are in 
eral very flight. Lieutenant Colonel Monckton is ſhot 
rough the body, but there are the greateſt hopes of his re- 
mry. Ll R 
The behaviour of both officers and ſoldiers, Britiſh and- 
fans, was highly to their honour, More determined cou- 
ze and ſteadineſs in troops have never been experienced 
a greater ardour to diſtinguiſh themſelves, as all thoſe who, 
dan opportunity have amply evificed by their actions. 
In the evening of the 27th, the army encamped in front 
en meenemy's works. On the 28th night, broke ground 
o yards diſtant from a redoubt upon their left, and on the 
jth at night, the rebels evacuated their entrenchments, and 
ledhook, with the utmoſt ſilence, and quitted Governor's 
lad the following evening, leaving their cannon and a 
rind entity of ſtores, in all their works, At day-break on the 
. their flight was diſcovered, the picquets of the line took 
Meſon, and thoſe moſt advanced reached the ſhore oppo- 


1 WW 2 New Vork, as their rear guard was going over, and 
ei" ſome ſhot among them. i = yy 

» | The enemy is ſtill in poſſeſſion ef the town aud iſland of 
« Me Vork, in force, and makingWemonſtration of oppoſing 


in their works on both ſides of King's Bridge. 
Ve. E35 ö The 


U 


/ 


% 


«© 24 h * 
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The inhabitants of this iſland, many of whom had ber 


forced into rebellion, have all ſubmitted and are ready to tak 


the oaths of allegiance. - 

This diſpatch will be delivered to your Lordſhip by Maj 
Cuyler, my firſt aid-de-camp, who I truſt will be able to gi 
your Lordſhip ſuch further information as may be required, 

] have the honour to he, &c. 

* 3 WILL. Hows, 
7 P. S. I have omitted to take notice in its proper place, of 
a movement made by the King's ſhips, towards the town, © 
the 2ythgat day-break, with a view of drawing off the atte 

tion of the enemy from our real deſign, which, I believe, el 

25 fectually N the intended purpoſe. 


— Sir William Howe to Lord George Ge 
cad Duarters, York Iſland, 21/7 Septembe 


| EDT 4a 
II. in, da 
9996. 


2 i [Recerved 2d November.] 
My Lord. 
I have the ' to inform your Lordſhip of his M 
jeſty's being in Poſſeſſion of the city of New-York. 


Upon the rebgfls abandoning their lines at Brooklyn, tl 
King's army mbved from Bedford, leaving Lieutenant G 
* el Heiſt encamped upon the heights of Brooklyn wi 
Mo brigades of Heſſian, and one brigade of Britiſh at Bet 
ford, and took five poſſtions in the neighbourhood of Nei 
town, Buſhwick, Hell-Fate, and Fluſhing. 
The two iſlands;gf Montreſor and Buchannan were oc 
ied, and batteries Taifed againſt the enemy's ork at Hor 
hook, commanding thè paſſage at Hell-gate, | 
On the 15th ;nflant in the morning, th ſhips of war pi 
ſed up the north river as far as Bloomingdale, to draw. 
| q_y attention to that ſide; and the firſt diviſion of troop 
conſiſting gf the light infantry, the Britiſh reſerve, the Hef 
e od chaſſeurs, under the command of Lieuteꝶ 
eneral Clinton, having with him Lieutenant General 
Corgwallis, Major General Vaughan, Brigadier General 
lie, and Col. Donop, embarked at the head of Neu- to 
creek, and landed 8 * upon New York iſland, th 
miles from the town, at alace called Kepp's bay, under 


fire of two 40 gun ſhips and three frigates, as per my 
0 


* Phenix, Roebuck, Orpheus, Carysfort, Rote. 


mmodore Hotham having the direction of the ſhips and 


bats. Pr . ** 

The rebels had troops in their works round Kepp's- bay; 
t their attention being engaged in expectation of the king's 
wops landing at Stuyveſant's-cove, Horen's-hook, and at 
lem, which they had reaſon to conclude, Kepp's-bay be- 
me only a ſecondary object of their care. The fire of the 
ipping being ſo well directed, and ſo inceſſant, the enemy 


7 
: 


githout the leaſt oppoſition. IM | 
The conduct of the officers of the navy doeg them much 
our; and the behaviour of the ſeamen belongii to the 
tips of war and tranſports, employed to row the boats, 

lahly meritorious. Much praiſe in particular is due wa 
maſters and men of fix tranſports, that paſſed the town 
he evening of the 14th, under a heavy fire, being volyntes 
take troops on board for the more ſheedy diffiſþarkat on 
de ſecond divifion. Z 6. 

The Britiſh immediately took poſt upon the commanting 
tight of Inclenberg, and the Heſſians, moving towards New 
ork, fell in with a body of rebels that were retiring from 


tneral, other officers, and ſeveral of the tebels were killed 


a! wounded, with the loſs of four men killed, and gight 
6 unded on the part of the Heſſians. — - 
will 55 ſoon as the = embarkation was landed, the 

anced towards a 


ure miles from Inclenberg, towards King's- bridge, havi 
'Gowan's paſs in the rear, upon which they immediately re- 
tied to the main body of their army upon Morris's light. 
The enemy baving evacuated New-Yerk ſoon after the ar- 
i landed, a'Brigade took poſſeſſſon of the works in the eve- 
ling, * the 3 
The priſoners made in the Gurl of this day were about 20 
Micers and 300 men. The incloſed return will ſhew the ar- 
llery und ftores taken. 8 8 
The poſition the king's army took, on the 5 in the eve- 
lag, was with the right to Horen's-hook, and the left at the 
North River near to Bloomingdale ; the rebel army occupy- 
g the ground with extenfive works on both ſides of King's- 
ridge, and a redoubt with cannon upon a height on the 
reſt fide of the North River, oppoſite to the Blue Bell, where 
the enemy have their principal Work; in which poſitions both 
nies ſtjilFeontinue. or | 
A On 


rps of the a King" a riſing 


ould not remain in their works, and the deſcent was made 1% as 
ny 


Kuyveſant's=-cove ; ſome fn enſued, by which a brigadier 


N. 


1 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 11 
On the 16th in the morning a large party of the enem 
having paſſed, under cover of the woods, near to the advance 
poſts ofithe army by way of Vanderwater's height, the 2d and 
zd battalions of light infantry, ſupported by the 42d regi 
ment, puſhed forward, and drove them back ro their intrench 
© ments, from whence the enemy obſerving they were not it 
force, attacked them with near 2000 men, which occaſione 
| Ns > ou of the reſerve with two field- pieces, a battalion « 
Hef grenadiers, and the company of chaſſeurs, to preven 
Ls the corps engaged from being ſurrounded ; but the light in 
fantry aſh 42d regiment, with the aſſiſtance of the chaſſeu 
and field>Pieces, repulſed the enemy with conſiderable 19s, an 
obliged them to retire within their works, The enemy's lo 
* not aſcertained ; but from the accounts of deſerters it 
Freed, that they had not leſs than 300 killed and woundet 
mong a colonel and major killed. We had eig 
ones woufwed, moſt of them very ſlightly, fourteen me 
and about ſeventy wounded. 
Major- general Vaughan was ſlightly wounded in the thig 
on the 35th by a random ſhot, as he was aſcending the heigh 
of Inclenberg, with the grenadiers ; and I have the pleaſure 
Wigforming ygur lordſhip that Lieutenant-colonel Monckton 
ſo well — he has been walking about ſome days. 
Captain Balfour, my ſecond aid-de-camp, will have t 
nour of delivering your lordſhip this diſpatch ; and, wit 
moſt profound reſpect, I have the honour to oY 1 
2s Hoy 


Copy # Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Ge 
main, dated Vork-Iſland, 23d Septemb@, 1776. 
Received 2d Nevember. oy, 

Myr Lozp, "> S . 
Between the goth and aft inſtant at midnight, a moſt bo 
rid mr = < Load by à number of wretches to burn t 
town of «York, in which they ſucceeded too well, havii 
ſet it on fire in ſeveral places, with matches and combultivh C 
that had beer. prepared with great art and ingenuity. Ma 
were detected in the fact, and ſome killed upon the ſpotily rte 
enraged troops in garriſon ; and had it not been for the e 
tions of Major-general Robertſon, the officers under his co 
mand in the town, and the brigade of guards detached from Alb 
" callWrem 


* 


7p, the whole muſt infallibly have been conſumed, as the 
it was extremely windy, 
The deſtruction is computed to be about one quarter of the 
m; and we have reaſon to ſuſpect there are villains ſtill 
ing there, ready to finiſh the work they had begun; one 
ſon, eſcaping the purſuit of a centinel the following night, 
ing declared, that he would again ſet fire to the town the 
| opportunity. The ſtricteſt ſearch is making after 2 
endiaries, and the moſt effectual meaſures taken to M w 4 
inſt the perpetration of their viſanous and wicked deſigns. * 
we the honour to be, &c. * W. ox. 
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5% a Letter from Six William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated Head- Quarters, York-Ifland, 24th Spre- Py: 


Received 2d November.] * | 


My Los, | 1 
fer waiting two days for a favourable wind to move 


ps of war up to the batteries upon Paulus-hook, it wag ef" 
kd yeſterday at noon, and the troops landed and took poſ- 
mn of the works without the leaſt reſiſtance, the enemy 
ing abandoned their batteries and redoubts 1 * 
ach of his Majeſty's ſhip Roebuck and twaWtit 
e the honour to be, &c. | . 
of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Gere 
main, dated New-York Iſland, 25th September, 1776. 

[ Received 2d November. | 
My, Lon, 2 | = 
UPON the preſent appearance of things, I look upon the 
ber progreſs % this army for the campaign, to be rather 
carious : an attack upon Rhede Iſland excepted, which I 
ud willingly defer for a ſhort time, in caſe it ſhould be 
wht adviſeable to employ our whole force together: 
duration of the campaign muſt be ſhort, andgthe ſecond 
hon of Heſſians not arrived; nor have I any dependance 
u General Carleton's approach, to act with influence this 
upon the main rebel army, oppoſed to us, though it is 
ried to-day by the deſerters, that General Burgoyne, with 
age corps of troops and Indians, is advancing faſt to Al- 
„ by way of the Mohawk river. If he gets poſſeſſion 
Albany, it will, no doubt, facilitate General Carleton's 
ement to that place, and will be attended with favourable 
ſequences. But in my ſituation, I preſume, I muſt not 


riſk 


en 
n . 
* 


5 
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: fiſk, as a check at this time, would be of infinite detrime 
5 to us. - | Be 

The enemy is too ſtrongly poſted to be attacked in fro 

and innumerable difficulties are in my way of turning h 

on either fide, though his army is much diſpirited, from t 

fate ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms; yet have I not the ſmall 

prgſpect of finiſhing the conteſt this campaign, not until 

ee preparations in the ſpring, that * preclude 

thou of further reſiſtance; To this end, I would pt 

poſe = or ten line of litle ſhips to be with us in Feb 

ary, with a number ofMupernumerary ſeamen for mann 

boats, having fully experienced the want of them, in er 

movement we have made: we muſt alſo have tecruits fr 

Europe, not finding the Ameticatis diſpoſed to ſerve y 

| * 8. 1thftanding the hopes held out to me upon my 


* 


kat this port. 5 

Inzing the Heffians averſe to having their accompts i 

Nied, in the manner obſerved by the Britiſh regim 
> given them money on account, taking. care; that 

ſums advanced, are ſufficiently within the whole pay dus 


changed et Major General Sullivan, of the rebel an 
zGovernor Mountfort Brown is to be returned for Lord St 
ng, and Governor Skene for an inhabitant :f Boſton, t 


them by txgaty, to anſwer for their ſtoppages ef proviſion 

An nge of priſoners has taken place, and Mali 

General Meeott, in conſequence of it, is with me, being WW" 
c 


Into cuſtody by General Gage. | 
< I am, my Lord, &c. W. How 5 
ny 7 


Copy of a Leiter from Lord George Germain 10 General Hol © 
| dated Whitehall, 21/2 June, 1776. 
[ Received 23d October. 
S I R, 1 8 | 


- * 9 


SINCE my letter to you of the 11th inſtant, ache 
ledging the receipt of your diſpatches of the 7th and 1207 
May, by the Harriott Packet, I have received no letter 
you; but we are happily relieved from our anxiety, leſt Nl 
troops ſhould ſuffer from the want of proviſions, by the WW 
counts received by private perſons of a later date, wi 
mention the arrival of the tranſports from Antigua, and" 
the Bound, with five victuallers from Corke, and! 
you had given orders for every thing to be in readinch 
eave Halifax on the 28th. . l 
What adds greatly to the ſatisfaction of theſe account 


und 


my DIE EB. 


intelligence we have received, that the tranſports, witk 
Highland troops, were within a week's ſail of Boſton, on 
21ſt ; and Commodore Hotham, who has the firſt divi- 
zof the Heſſian forces, under his convoy, acquaints the 
vcalty, in a letter dated the 5th of June, that he had then 
de half his paſſage to Rhode Iſland. We have little doubt, 
efore, that the Highlanders will have joined you, before 
can have arrived at New-York, and fo rrers 
cement muſt have given freſh ſpirits and confidence to 
troops, and greatly facilitated, your taking poſſeflion of 
tt place. ; | 


The ſecond diviſion of the Heſſians are now at Spithead, 


every thing is in readineſs for their proceeding to New- 
jk, under convoy of four of his Majeſty's ſhips. 


The 16th regiment of light dragoons, and the remount _ 


es for the 17th, together with the draught horſes for 
page and the artillery, and 40z German. recruits, go wit 
m, and ſuch part of a body of 509 Britiſh recruits, whit 
vlleQted at Chatham and Dover, as can get round in time, 
orders to join them. b 
Ia my letter of the 11th inſtant, I acquainted you, that 
feral Carleton would have orders to ſend bak the 47th 
ment, which you had ſpared him for the relief of Que- 
or to replace it with ſome other from the army under his 
mand; but upon further conſideration, it is thought 
expedient to allow the regiments, which are already in 
nada, to remain there, and to replace the 47th from hence, 


ſending you the Prince of Waldeck's regiment, which 


intended to have gone with the ſecond diviſion of the Brunſs 
K troops to Quebec, and that regiment is accordingly or- 
ed to ſail with the Heſſians, and Gen. Carleton is informed 
this arrangement, and directed to confider the former 
lers, as recalled in conſequence of it. | | 
(cloſed, you will receive the embarkation-returns of the 
ans, and Waldeck regiment, and alſo of the 402 Ger- 


recruits ; and I have the pleaſure to add, that the ſeve- 


corps are in excellent condition, very well appointed, and 

refs the greateſt willingneſs for the ſervice, | 
we are to hope you have now got footing in New- 
„ and that you will be able to draw ſome part of the 


plies for your army from that province, the contanuance - 


0 large a number of tranſports, as theſe embarkations 
| furnith you with, cannot be neceilary ; and as the ex- 
e is very. great, it is highly proper, that ſo many of them, 
SL, XI. 2 — 


i 


{3 * 


= 
14 


PARLIAMENTARY Ay: 


as can be ſpared, ſhould be diſcharged as ſoon as poſſibl 
and as the direction of the tranſport ſervice is in the co 
mander in chief of his Majeſty' s ſhips, you will acqua 
him, from time to time, with the number which you find 
ceflary, in order that no more may be continued in pay, th 
the exigencies of the ſervice require. 

Da all accounts, the foreign ſhips ought to be firſt d 
charged; and as there is good ground to ſuſpect, from t 
conduct of the maſters, that they have ſtores of differe 
kinds concealed on board, it will be very proper, that th 
holds be carefully examined, ſo ſoon as the troops and ho 
ere diſembarked, and that when they are diſcharged, the: 
miral ſhould order them to be ſeen a good diſtance from 
coaſt, by ſome of his Majeſty's ſhips, and to acquaint the 
that if they are afterwards met with nearer ſhore, they 
Be made prize of. 

42 Lam, . : Geo, GERM 


Copy of a Letter fo Lord George Germain to Geniral Hoy 
dated Whitehall, 22d Auguſt, 1776. 
| | [Received 2 34 October. |] 
8 1 K. 


IN anſer to · the favour of your letter of the 3d of Jut 
Relative to the embarraſſment and confuſion, which had be 
occafioned in the army, by vacancies having been filled 
Here, and alſo by you; I am to inform you, that the ſecret 
at war having taken his Maj jeſt y's 3 thereupon, eon 
written to you fully on that head, I flatter myſelf ll th qui 


difficulties are removed, and that for the future, you t 
have none of the like nature to complain of. 


I am, &., . Geo. Gena 


Cay of a Letter from Lord Georgs Germain to General Hot 
dated Whitehall, 22d Auguſt, 1770. kly 
* Ik, | [ Received 234 October. | 


8 J HAVE the favour of your letter of the 4th of Joy) 
laſt, with two. incloſures ; the one a ſtate of the goods 
moved from Boſton, and the other, a plan on which the co 
of loyal. Nova Scotia volunteers was then formed ; and 
your plan holds forth encouragement to thoſe who have f 
ceſs in recruiting, I traſt the officers, by their activity 1 
attention, may be able ſoon to complete the corps. 
Jam, &c, Eg: GERA 
3 


nd 
> | 
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TY 
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Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Howe, 
dated Whitehall, 224 Auguſt, 1776. 
Received 23d October. 


81 : 

" YOUR letters of July 7th and 8th, from Staten Iſland, 
wered elivered to me by Leut. Colonel Blunt, of the 4th 
reziment, and I had the honour of laying them before the 
King. 25 1 | 
His Majeſty entirely approves of your prudence in waiting 
for the arrival of one of the expected reinforcements: nor is 
this your diſcretion the ſole object of his royal approbation, 
it has been gracioufly extended to the whole of your conduct 
ind plan; in both of which yau have exhibited ſuch wiſ- 
dom, zeal, and attention to the ſervice, as deſervedly reflects 
the higheſt honour upon you, and muſt contribute moſt ef- 
ſectually to the ſupport and advancement of the honour of 
wovernment. | 

As his Majefty had reaſon to imagine that Vice Admiral 
Lord Shuldham had ſtationed a proper number of ſhips off 
the harbour of Boſton, in order to thwart all defigns which 
the rebels might have of ſeizing any of the ſuccours which 
might be ſent to you, he has been much hurt and furprized 
to find that ſo many of the Highland corps have had the miſ- 
fortune to fall into the hands of the enemy. And I am to in- 
form you, that orders will be ſent to Lord Howe to make en- 
quiries into that matter. | oi 
His Majeſty expreſſed great fatisfaction at the account 
which you give of the coming in of ſo many of his ſubjects. 
duch a ſtep, whilſt it proves that they are impreſt with a 
nateful ſenſe of their ſituation, in obeying the mildeſt and 
teſt of kings, will, it is to be hoped, when they find them- 
klves ſure of receiving protection, induee others to give ſi- 
nilar proofs of their loyalty and zeal for government Rey 

I have ſent to the lords commiſſioners of his Majeſty's trea- 
ury the . particulars of your requeſt, reſpecting an early ſup- 
ply of woollens, linen, and ſhoes, for the provincial troops, 
ud have no doubt but a due and ſpeedy attention will be paid 
Was g E Gn £1 6 aan 
The behaviour of Captains Reynor and Curtis in their 
FpeCtive commands, has given the King great ſatisfaction. 


1 am, &c. "Geo, GERMAIN, © 
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Copy'ef 4 Letter from Lord George Germain to Genera! How: 
dated Whitehall, 224 Auguſt, 1776. 
[ Received 234 October. 


_ | 
1 HAD che honour of receiving and laying before his Ma 
jeſty your letter dated Halifax, 7th June, 1976, wherein yo 
acknowledge the receipt of my diſpatches of the Iſt and 7t 
February, and 28th March. 1 
ble as you were that the intereſts of your K ing and coun 
try required your preſence in the neighbourhood of New York 
] am got at all ſurprized at the lively mortification which ye 
fuffered on account of your tedious detention at Halifax, ani 
in being ſo long prevented from executing thoſe plans which 
ur zeal and wiſdom had projected; and to which the hig 
order of the troops was likely to enſure ſucceſs. It muſt 
that time have been ſome alleviation of your uneaſineſs, te 
know that the delay_ was not occaſioned by any neglect ; an 
it will afford you no fmall degree of preſent ſatisfaction, to be 
informed that the K ing, having read and conſidered the rea 
ſons which you 5 for your detention at Halifax, is « 
inion that an earlier removal from there was impraQtica 
ble. His Majeſty was alſo pleaſed to expreſs his entire ap 
probation of your idea reſpecting the intended motions an 
employment of the army. 
I herewith tranſmit you a copy of a diſpatch ſent to Gen 
ral Sir Guy Carleton, which I think makes it unneceſla 
for me to enter into a diſcuſſion of that part of your lette 
| ich relates to the difficulties that might ariſe upon a june 
tion of your reſpective armies. A duplicate of this diſpatch 
is ſent herewith, which, for fear any accident ſhould hap 
to the original, you will tranſmit to Sir Guy Carleton 
the firſt opportunity, And as Lord Howe has the com 
mand of the fleet, and there happily ſubſiſts the moſt perfes 
harmony between you, I flatter myſelf that there is no occaſiot 
for me to ſay any thing about the diſpoſal of the tranſports, 

With regard to the 47th regiment, I muft beg leave tor: 
fer you to my former letter of the zi fl of June, 

"The loſs of the ordnance ſtore ſhip in Boſton Bay, is an un 
lucky and very mortifying circumſtance; and I am to 20 
guaint you, that orders are given for a ſtrict enquiry toÞ 
mace into that ffir. m, ic, | 


GO. GERMAIN. 


Exjrat 


70% „„. PEBATES 


We 


ced to cover the deſcent, 


al of a Letter from Sir William Howe te Lord George 
' Germain, dated 28th November, 1775. 
[Received zoth December.] | 

My Losrp, | | 
[HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
ſhip's diſpatches, of 11th, 12th, and 21ſt June, four 
nent letters of 22d Auguſt, encloſing one to Sir Guy 
leton of the ſame date, and his Majeſty's warrant af 224 
xe, reſpecting appointments to vacancies in this army; I 
med them by the Perſeus and Diamond, on the 22d and 
dof October. EN i | 
Truly ſenſible of the honour which the King's approbation 
ds upon my paſt conduct, I humbly beg your Lordſhip _ 
v expreſs to his Majeſty, the fulneſs of my gratitude for > 
tering a mark of royal condeſcenſion, with the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ances that I ſhall invariably continue to exert my utmoſt 
ties in the execution of his Majeſty's commands, and for 
intereſts of the ſervice with which J am entruſted, ' | 
Give me leave, at the ſame time, to return my unfeigned 
pts for your Lordſhip's extreme politeneſs, in communi- 
ting this moſt acceptable teſtimony of his n 
| ] am, &c, W. Howe. 


hy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated New York, 30th November, 1776, 880 
bc [ Received 29th December.] | 
My Lox, 3 | | 
THE fervice 1n which I have been employed fince the de- 
re of Captain Balfour, with adyice of the reduction of 
Vork, would not allow af an earlier time to ſend an ac- 


at to your Lordſhip of the progreſs made from that period; 


The very ſtrong poſitions the enemy had taken on this 
d, and fortified-with incredible labour, determined me to 


| upon their principal eommunicatien with Connecticut, 


th a view of forcing them to quit the ſtrong holds in the 
gibourhood.of King's Bridge, and, if poſſible, to bring 


em to action. a <A) 5: Vit 0) nnd 
All previous arrangements being made, the army embarked 


the 12th of October in flat boats and other craft, and preſ- 


* 


through the dangerous navigation of Hell- gate, in 2 


bck fog, landed on Frog's Neck, near the town of Weſt Ch 


about nine in the —_ ET n 
ence C 'L1OWE, 
. che 


_ conducive to the King's ſervice in this difficult moveme 


| Ging round Frog'sNeek, landed on Pell's Point at, the mout} 


_ diſlodge them, which they did effectually; Lieutenant Co 
nel Muſgrave commanding the firſt battalion of light infant 


Ker, with two brigades of Heſſians and one of Britiſh, to 


Vuprie from a large body of the enemy, by which he oy 
* | 5 e 
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the activity of Commodore Hotham, moſt of the captain 
the fleet, and of the navy officers in general, were infini 


only one artillery boat was overſer, having three ſix-poung 
on board, which were loft, and three men drowned, | 
Lieutenant-General Earl Percy remained with two brig e 
of Britiſh, and one of the Heſſians in the lines near Haerl 
to cover New York, on. ” 
The army remained in this fituation until the ſtores 
provifions could be brought up, and three battalions of He 
drawn from Staten Tſland, which, together with ſome 
weather intervening, occaſioned a delay' of five days, 
On the 18th ſeveral corps reimbarked in flat boats, and 


Hutchinſon's River; after which the main body croſſed 
mouth of that river to the ſame place, advanced immediate 
and laid that night upon their arms, with the left upon ac 
oppoſite to Eaſt Cheſter, and the right near to Rochelle. . 

On the march to this ground, a {ſkirmiſh enſyed with an 
party of the enemy poſted to defend: a narrow cauſeway, y 
were purſued for a mile, when a conſiderable body appea 
in front behind ſtone walls and in woods, ſome companies 
light infantry, and a part of the chaſſeurs, were detached 


and Captain Evelyn of the ath regiment, were both wounde 
the latter is fince dead, and ws. to be regretted as a -gall: 
officer, but Lieutenant Colonel Muſgrave is in a fair way 
recovery; three ſoldiers were killed and twenty wounded, 
The enemy's loſs upon this occaſion was a Lieutenant 
Jonel killed, a Major wounded, and about ninety men ki 
and wounded. 


The part of the 16th light dragoons, that arrived with Lie 
tenant Colonel Harcourt on the 3d inſtant (one tranſport þ 
ing full miſſing) and the whole of the 17th light dragoo 
Joined the army on the 20th. 55 ' 
On the 21ſt, the right and centre of the army moved to 
poſition about two miles to the northward of Rochelle, on 
road to the White Plains, leaving Lieutenant General He 


cupy the former ground. Lieutenant Colonel Rogers, wi 
us corps of rangers, was detached to take poſſeſſion of Mam 
xoneck, where the careleſſneſe of his centries expoſed him to 


1779. NA 8 1 
men killed or taxen; nevertheleſs, by a ſpirited exertion, 
obliged them to retreat, leaving. behind them ſome priſo- 
, and ſeveral killed and wounded, | 
The 6th brigade, commanded by Brigadier Agnew, was 
pred the 22d, to ſuſtain the poſt of Mamaroneck. On the 
me day Lieut. General Knyphauſen, with the 2d diviſion of 
cans and regiment of Waldeckers, having arrived the 18th 
t New York, landed at Rochelle, was ordered to remain 
ere to cover the diſembarkation of the ſtores and provitions. 
Upon the movement of the army to Frog's Neck, the ene- 
i detached a corps to White Plains, and quitted their poſi- 
pn about King's Bridge with ſome precipitation, leaving 2000 
xn for the defence of Fort Waſhington, extending their force 
hind the Brunx, from Valentine's Hill to White Plains, in 
ktached camps, every where entrenched : their left, by this 
heans, covering an upper eommunication with Connecticut, as 
ell as the road along the North River, it was judged expedient 
move to White Plains, and'endeayour to bring them to an 
tion. | | \ 
Lieutenant General Heiſter, with his corps, having orders 
pjoin on the march, the army moved in two columns on the 
5th, and took a poſition with the Brunx in front, the right 
the line being at the diſtance of four miles from the White 
ins; upon which the rebels immediately quitted their de- 
kched camps between King's Bridge and White Plains; af- 
pbling their whole force at the latter place, behind en- 
refichments that had been thrown up by the advanced corps. 
The army marched by the right in two columns towards 
White Plains, early on the 28th, Lieutenant General Heifter 
he left column. Before noon all the enemy's advanced par- 
hes were drove back to their works by the light infanty and 
baſſeurs, and the army formed with the right upon the road 
from Mamaroneck to the White Plains, about a mile from 
the centre of their lines; and the left to the Brunx, near the 
ame diſtance from the right flank of their entrenehments. 
A corps of the enemy was formed on a commanding ground, 
ſparated from the right flank of their entrenchments by the 
$runx, which alſo, by changing its courſe nearly at right an- 
des, ſeparated this corps in front from the left of the King's. 


Colonel Raille, who commanded a brigade of Heſſians on 
tte left, obſerving this poſition of the enemy, and ſeeing a 
deight on the other fide of the Brunx occupied by them, from 
Fhence their flank might be galled, took poſſeſſion of it with 

e | | great 


| 346 


White Plains. 
ground. In this poſition the troops lay upon their arms tl 
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alacrity, to the approbation of Lieutenant General He 
r, who was acquainted with this movement by Sir Willi: 
- Upon viewing the fituation, orders were given for a hatt 
nen of Heffians to paſs the Brunx, and attack this detach 
. by the ſecond brigade of Britiſh, under 
mmand of Brigadier General Leflie, and the Heſſian gren 
diers ſent from the right, commanded by Colonel Donop 
giving directions, at the ſame time, for Colonel Raille 
charge the e 's flank as the Heffian battalion advanced 
chem in front; but there being ſome difficulty in paſſing t 
Brunx, the 28th and 35th regiments, who were the firſt 
it in a place moſt icable, and formed « 
the te fide, though under the enemy's fire, with th 
— yur aſcended the ſteep hill in defiance to a 
oppoſition, | ing on the enemy, routed, and drove thei 
back from their mk ; 5 | 
+ "Theſe two battalions were cloſely ſupported by the gth ar 
49th regiments, who ſhewed the ſame zeal to diſtinguiſh then 
ſelves ; the Heffian * alſo coming up, and paff 
the Brunx, aſcended the height with the greateſt alacrity ar 
inthe beſt order. 

This material poſt being gained, the Heſfian grenadie 
were ordered forward upon the heights within cannon-fſhot 
the entrenchments, the Brunx from its winding courſe beit 
Kill between them and the enemy's right flank; the 2d h 
gade of Britiſh formed in the rear of the Heſſian grenadie 
and the two brigades of Heſſians on the left of the ad brigade 
with their left upon the road leading from Terry Town t 


The right and centre of the army did not remove from the 


* — with very little alteration encamped next day. 
The officers and men of the Britzſh and Heſſian artill 
deſerve much commendation for their active ſervices on tl 

The killed, wounded, and prifoners taken from the enem 
during the courſe of this day, is ſaid to be not leſs than 250 
Ihe loſs of bis Majeſty's troops and allies was ſmall, as you 
Lordſhip will obſerve by the general return, conſidering ti 
ſtrength of the ground from whence the e was forced 
though the loſs of Lieutenant Colonel — the 35th reg 
ment, ho died the next day of his wounds, is much to be l 


Thi 


* i 
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| He 3 
illi the enemy drew back their encampment on tlie night of 


” 


28th ; and obſerving their lines next morning much 


batt ugthened by additional works, the. deſigned attack upon 
ach n was deferred; and the 4th brigade, left with Lord Per- 
with two battalions of the bth brigade, were ordered to join 
amy. 9 | 

Theſe battalions having joined on the zoth in the after- 
u, a diſpoſition was made for the attack next day; but 
night and morning proving very wet, it was poſtponed ; 
the mean time the rebels, having intelligence by a deſerter 
heir danger, moſt prudently evacuated their camp in the 
tt of the 1ſt of November, after ſetting fire to all the hou- 


hong rear guard upon the heights and in the woods, for one 
le back from their entrenchments, the poſſefſion of which 


m the ground. | „ 
All theſe motions plainly indicating the enemy's deſign to 
id coming to action, I did not think the driving their rear 
ard further back an object of the leaſt conſequence, 
Lieutenant General Knyphauſen being ordered on the 28th 
October, to leave the regiment of Waldeck at Rochelle, 
to move, with the ſix battalions of Heſſians of his corps, 
dards King's Bridge, took poſt at Miles Square and Valen- 
e's Hill, and on the 2d of November encamped on the 
bud of New Vork near to King's Bridge; the enemy quit- 
gz the heights of Fordham upon his approach, retired to 
ort Waſhington. . | : 
The army was ordered, on the 3d, to provide three days 
ge; and the next day Major General Grant marched with 
t 4th brigade to Miles Square and Valentine's Hill, the 6th 
ade to a bridge over the Brunx in Weſt Cheſter, near De 
cey's Mill; and the Waldeck regiment took poſt at an- 
ber, three miles above the former, on the ſame river. f 
On the 6th, the army encamped at Dobb's Ferry, upon 
le North River. 5 | | 
When this movement was made, the rebels came down 
dm their ſtrong holds, burning what they had not before de- 
dyed at White Plains, and diftrefling the inhabitants by 
all parties, in a moſt wanton degree. LE 5 
The park of artillery moved to King's Bridge on the 7th, 


jeutenant General Knyphauſen. 


in and near their lines, moſt of which were conſumed, and 
red with their main force towards North Caſtle, leaving 


immediately taken, and the Heſſian grenadiers remained | 


der a ftrong eſcort, with a detachment of Chaſſeurs, to join 
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ment to Lieutenant General Knyphauſen. 


King's Bridge, and encamped the day following upon 7 
| heights of Fordham, forming a line with the right to. 


enemy ſent a large detachment over the North Rive 


- ſtrong ground, and exceeding difficult of acceſs ; but the 
; 1 of this poſt, which, with Fort Lee on the opp 


with York by land, made the poſſeſſion of it abſolutely ne 
| ſary. | Preparations were therefore made for a general att 
and thirty flat boats, under the direction of Captains Wil 
the 14th, undiſcovered by the enemy. 
morning of the 16th, Lieutenant Colonel Patterſon, adj 
do {urrender, and to warn him of the conſequences that 


attend a general attack; to which he replied, he would def 


command of Lieutenant General Knyphauſen, againſt thee; 


.nd two battalions of guards, under the command of Br 
.dier General. Matthew, to land by Haerlem Creek upon 
enemy's right from thirty flat boats; which attack was tC 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 
Two battalions of light infantry, and the remainder o 
chaſſeurs, with four field 5 took poſt next day o 


communication to King's Bridge. 
On the 10th a brigade of Heſſians was ſent as a reinf 


On the 12th the army marched in two columns toy 


Brunx upon the Weſt Cheſter road, and the left to the N 


River. * 
aging the continuance of the army at Dobb's Ferry 


Kisg's Ferry to Jerſey, and were employed in entrenchin 
Croton Bridge and White Plains, and building barrack 
thoſe places, and at Peck's Hill near the foot of the h 


lands, for their winter habitations. T 
Lieutenant General Knyphauſen had for ſome days 3 
- blifhed his poſt on the York fide of King's Bridge, vi 


cannon-ſhot of Fort Waſhington, which was covered by 


ore of Jerſey, kept the enemy in command of the nay 
tion of the North River, while it barred the communiea 


ſon and Molloy, paſſed up the North River on the nig 
Every thing being prepared, and the attack fixed for 
general, was ſent the 15th to ſummon the commanding off 
himſelf to the laſt extremity. TX 
Four attacks were determined upon ; the firſt under 
my s left on the fide of 4 Bridge, in two columns, for; 
by detachments from the Heſſians of his corps, the brigad 


Raille and regiment of Waldeck. 
The ſecond, by the iſt and 2d battalions of light infan 


upported by the ft and ad grenadiers and 33d regiment, 
4 
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the command of Lord Cornwallis. The third attack, in- 
wed as a feint, by the 42d regiment, to be embarked in 
raus, in a creek oppoſite to Colonel Morris's houſe, and 
n the left of the enemy's lines towards New York. The 
Aby Lord Percy, with the corps under his command, on 
ok Iſland, to aſſault the right flank of the enemy's entrench- 
its on that fide, | | 
The field artillery and batteries being properly diſpoſed for 
three attacks on the ſide of King's Bridge and Haerlem 
keks, Lieut, General Knyphauſen moved forward about 
on; but having a yy thick wood to paſs, in which the 
my was advantageouſly poſted, it was ſome time before 
could penetrate ; from which d fhculties his corps was for 
tnfiderable time expoſed to the fire of three pieces of can- 
g. As ſoon as this attack began, the light infantry moved, 
{landed under a briſk fire, before and after they had quit- 
the boats, from a party of the rebels poſted behind rocks 
trees; however, by getting up a very ſteep uneven moun- 
h with their uſual activity, they ſoon diſperſed the enemy. 
e guards, followed by the grenadiers and 33d, landed with- 
tany loſs. | | | 
htelligence in the mean time being received that Lord 
cy had carried an advanced work, orders were ſent to Lieu- 
tint Colonel Sterling, commanding the 42d regiment, to 
Meavour to land, and for two battalions of the {ſecond bri- 
to ſupport him. Upon which he immediately advanced 
lis boats through a heavy fire with great perſeverance ; and 
ing his way up a ſteep height, which was well defended 
ja body of the rebels, he gained the ſummit, took 170 pri- 
ters, and penetrating acrols the iſland, facilitated Lord Per- 
$ ſucceſs againſt the enemy's lines oppoled to him, which 
[Lordſhip paſſed. 

Colonel Raille, who led the right column of Lieutenant. 
eral Knyphauſen's attack, having, after a conſiderable op- 
Iition, forced the enemy from their ſtrong holds, puſhed 
ard to their advanced works, and lodged his column with- 
due hundred yards of the fort, from whence he ſummoned 
m to ſurrender, upon which they readily deſired to treat. 
Lieutenant General Knyphauſen's column having more 
pediments to encounter in paſſing through the wood, could 
join the right column until they had got up to the fort. 
ie enemy, upon his appearance, ſurrrendred priſoeners of 
„ to the'number of 2700, including officers bfiles the 
ders made by the 42d regiment, | 

n | - S % 5 . The 
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* very, and a large quantity of ftores and proviſions, their ten 
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The enemy had three officers and fifty men killed, and ſt 
officers and ninety men wounded, in the different attacks, 
Fort Lee being the next object for the entire command 
North-river, and a ready road to penetrate into Jerſey, a 
addition of boats, under the command of Captain Phipps, v: 
ſent by the Admiral to King's Bridge, in the night of the :7t 
without being diſcovered by the enemy. The firſt diviſio 
for embarkation, landed next day, at eight o'clock in th 
morning, about ſeven miles above the fort, while the ſecon 
diviſion marched up the eaſt ſide of the river, by which move 
ment the whole corps, as per margin,* were landed with the 
cannon by ten o'clock, under the command of Lieutena 
General Earl Cornwallis. The ſeamen diſtinguiſhed them 
ſelves remarkably upon this occaiion, by their readineſs 
drag the cannon up a rocky narrow road, for near half a mile 
to the top of a precipice, which bounds the ſhore for fo 
miles on the weſt fide. | 
Lord Cornwallis immediately began his march, and h- 
no t:he enemy, at fort Lee, been apprized of his moving te 
wards them, by a countryman, after he had proceeded ſo 
arftance, he would have ſurrounded 2000 men at the for 
who eſcaped in the utmoſt confuſion, leaving all their arti 


ſtanding, and ketties upon the fire. 
His Lordſhip encamped that night near the fort, makin 
uſe of the enemy's tents, | | 
The next day, Major General Vaughan, with the lig 
infantry and Britiſh grenadiers, was detached to the ne 
bridge, upon Hackinſac- river, and a detachment of the 160Fdit 
dragoons, under the command of Colonel Harcourt, was (erin ac 
over to fort Lee. This detachment, with ſome companies « 
light infantry, ſcoured the country on the 22d, as far as Pt 
ſaick-river, and found the enemy had abandoned all thei 
termediate country, their advanced guard being at Aquakſlne! 
nunc. | | 
On the 24th, the 2d and 4th brigades of Britiſh, and o ude 


"battalion of the 71ſt regiment, joined his Lordſhip, wãi In 


leaving the 2d brigade at fort Lee, advanced with the maiffill 
body on the 25th, to the New-Bridge, On the enemy a 
tiring from Newark, as his Lordſhip approached, he toolieulc 


— — 


* Firſt and 2d battalions of light infantry ; two companies Mage 
chafſcurs ; two battalions of Britiſh, and two ditto of Heilian glich 
nadiers; two battalions of guards; 33d and 42d regiments. d tt 

X poſſeſſio 


tem, retreating toward Brunſwick, 

|. cannot too highly acknowledge the active ſervices of 
lieutenant General Clinton on every occafion ; the ſupport 
have at all times received from the other general officers, 
jd the zealous ardour of all ranks whatſoever, during the 
wrſe of this campaign. | 

Wl The Heſſian troops, under the command of Lieutenant 
on enerals Heiſter and Knyphauſen, have alſo exhibited eve 
xd diſpoſition to promote his Majeſty's intereſts, and juſtly 
grit my acknowledgement of their ſervices, | 

BY I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

em W. Hows. 


5 Letter from Sir William Howe ts Lord George Ger- 
main, dated New York, 30th Nov. 1776. | 
Received 30th December.] | 


My Loxp, | 135 

THE troops being upon the eve of going into winter canton- 
ents, I trouble your Lordſhip with this ſeparate letter re- 
ecting the ſucceeding operation of the preſent campaign, 
d with ſome particulars relative to the nekkt. 


% * * * * 


Lieutenant Generals Clinton and Lord Percy are under 
ners to ſail with the firſt fair wind to take poſſeſſion of Rhode 
und, having a force exceeding 6000 rank and file, which I 
dee to be ſufficient for the operation; and although the ex- 
(edition may miſcarry from the late ſeaſon of the year, yet, 
account of the great importance of the object, I have ha- 
ded the conſequences of a diſappointment from that cauſe, 
t doubting of ſucceſs if the weather proves tolerably fa- 
urable. In this opinion I am ſtrengthened by the chear- 
uneſs with which it is undertaken by the two generals to 
x employed, and from the little preparation the enemy. has 
ade to defend it, by the lateft intelligence received. 
In conſequence of my expectation that Lord Cornwallis 
ill ſhortly be in poſſeſſion of Eaſt J=rſey, I propoſe to quar- 
ra large body of troops in that diſtrict, without which we 
ould be under much difficulty to find covering, forage, and 
plies of freſh proviſions for the army. The plan of the 
demy, by their public orders, is to deſtroy all ſpecies of 
es rage and ſtock as they retire before his Majeſty's troops, 
hich I am hopeful they will not have time to accompliſh ; 
d their further deſign ſeems to be to retreat behind the Ra- 
: ritong 


ſeſſion of that place on the 28th, and is now following. 
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man ſtates, particularly ſome Hanoverian chaſſeurs, who Tar 
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riton river, or perhaps behind the Delaware to cover Phila 
delphia. | | | 
By the beſt information from the northward, I learn the 
army from Canada was obliged, by the ſeverity of the wen 
ther, to repaſs the lake from Crown Point on the 5th inft 
from which event, and a conſideration of the difficulties tha 
army muſt meet with, before it reaches Albany, in the courſ 
of next campaign, it is reaſonable to conclude, this will no 


mp <> — RÞ Fr 


= = = => 


be effected earlier than the month of September. In tha 


perſuaſion, I would humbly mention my ideas for the op WW" 
rations of the next campaign, with the force they may re 
quire, in order, if poſſible, to finiſh the war in one year, b 
an extenſive and vigorous exertion of his Majeſty's arms, 
1ſt. An offenſive army of 10,000 rank and file, to act © 
the ſide of Rhode Iſland, by taking poſſeſſion of Providence 
etrating from thence into the country towards B»ſ{ton, and 


if poffible, to reduce that town: 2000 men to be lett for the be 


defence of Rhode Iſland, and for making ſmall ine»-rfions Ml! 
under the protection of the ſhipping. upon the coaſt of Co 
necticut. This army to be commanded by Lieutenant Ge 
neral Clinton. | | ; 

"2d. An offenſive army in the province of New York, to 
move up the North River to Albany, to conſiſt of not left? 
than 10,000 men, and 5000 for the defence of New York" 
and adjacent poſts. Hay B be 


zd. A defenſive army of 8000 men to cover Jerſey, and te Ul; 
keep the ſouthern army in check, by giving a jealouſy tc 4 


Philadelphia, which I would propoſe to attack in autumn, 2 
well as Virginia, provided the ſucceſs of other operations wil of 
admit of an adequate force to be ſent againſt that province, 
South Carolina and Georgia muſt be the objects for win bo 
ter, But to complete this e tngk leſs than'ten ſhips of the fo 
line will be abſolutely requiſite, and a reinforcement of troop 
to the amount of 15,000 rank and file, which T'ſhould hope la 
may be had from Ruſſia, or from Hanover, and other Ger 
well informed are exceeding good troops. | 
By this calculation, the army in the ſouthern diſtri would. 


conſiſt of 35,000 effeFive men, to oppoſe 50,000 that 
the American Congreſs has voted for the ſervice of next 15 


campaign. 5 - 
The enemy, though much depreſſed at the ſucceſs of his 

Majeſty's arms, are encouraged by the r aſſurances 

from their leaders of procuring aſſiſtance from foreign powers, 0 

for which end it is underſtood that Dr. Franklin is * to 64 
T rance, 
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France, to ſolicit aid from that court. I do not preſume to 
point out a way of counteracting him; but were that effected, 
ind the force I have mentioned ſent out, it would ſtrike ſuch 
error through the country; that little reſiſtance would be 
nade to the progreſs of his Majeſty's arms in the provinces of 
New England, New York, the Jerſeys, and Penſylvania, 
iter the junction of the northern and fouthern armies, 

As the army muſt, at all events, be much divided in the 
enſuing campaign, I beg leave earneſtly to ſolicit your Lord- 
hip for an additional battalion of artillery, for the good ef- 
dts of which I can be reſponſible from the great terror of 
the enemy on all paſt occaſions, where the artillery has appear- 
ed, A few light ſix and three pounders will alſo be wanted 


en this plan of operations. 


I beg leave, at the ſame, time to requeſt an additional num» 
ter of officers to the guards, who, when complete, have only 
three to ene hundred men, whereas in fome companies there 
ne only two; and although the men behave with great ſpirit, 
jet the temptations of plunder are ſo great, that it is not in 
the power of a few officers to keep the men under reſtraint. 

The date of the King's warrant for my appointments to 
ncant commiſſions being on the 22d of June, and ſuperſed- 
lug the W N in your Lordſhip's letter of the 1 2th 
of ſaid month, all not preſume to poſt to any vacancies 
that may happen in the detachment of guards; neither would 
t be in any degree eſſential to the intereſts of his Majeſty's 
ervice that I ſhould exerciſe this power, ſince the number of 
eficers would not be thereby augmented. 

The remount and additional horſes for the light dragoons, E 
dope may be ſent out early, as the good ſervices they have per- 
armed this campaign, and the dread the enemy have of them, 
us been fully experienced upon every occafion. I therefore beg 
kave to requeſt that 300 horſes, with ſaddles and accoutre- 
nents, may be ſent out in March for this ſervice, and I could 
wiſh to have them from Ireland, as more hardy, and more 
Kecuſtomed to get over fences than the horſes from England. 
Colonel Prefeor, commanding at St. Auguſtine, has re- 
queſted to have the rank of brigadier general upon the Ameri- 
tan ſervice, and, knowing him to be a worthy good officer, 
beg leave to recommend him to his Majeſty's favour, 

L alſo beg leave to recommend Dr, Morris, phyſician, whe 
las ſerved this and the laſt campaign to general ſatisfaction, 
and with great credit to himſelf, to be 1 of the hoſpi- 


tas of this army ; as it muſt be much divided in the courſe of 


this 
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this winter, and the next campaign, I apprehend ſuch an ap 
ointment in his favour will be for the intereſt of his M- 

jeſty's ſervice, „„ 
| W. Hows, 


Copy of a Leiter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Get 
main, dated New York, 3d Dec. 1776. 
[ Received Dec. 3oth.] 


My Loxp, i 
J have the honour to incloſe to your Lordſhip a return 
ordnance and ſtores, taken from the enemy, ſince the landin 
of his Majeſty's troops at Frog's Neck, in Weſt Cheſter couniſh,, 
ty, from the 12th October to the 20th November; thoſe 
the commiſſary and quarter maſter general's branches are al 
very conſiderable; but as it has not been in their power hither 
to aſcertain them, the reports muſt therefore be deferred 
the next opportunity. | * 
I alſo incloſe a return of priſoners taken during the can 
paign, and am very ſorry to add, I find myſelf under the ny; 
ceſſity of detaining them, though at a very great expence at 
inconvenience, until the rebels return the King's officers al is 
men, now priſoners with them, for the performance of whic 
I have had frequent aſſurances, though hitherto delayed unc 
various pretences. I have even allowed ſome of their prinꝗ ¶ ſo 
pal officers, at their earneſt requeſt, to go to their Congre 
and endeavour to expedite the exchange, which being on 
effected, I ſhall ſoon rid myſelf of the remaining incuc 
brance. 
In conſequence of permiſſion, formerly received from 
Majeſty, I appoint Sir William Erſkine quarter maſter ge 
ral to this army, on the 7th October laſt paſt, The ſervidh 
he has ſince rendered in the military line of that departme 
have ſufficiently proved his abilities, and intitle him to eve 
acknowledgment in my power to make, which I am fu 
ſenſible is the beſt plea I can offer in recommendation of fl H 
appointment with his Majeſty. 
9 I am, &c. 


. be 
W. Hows cha 


ms DEBATE 4 


ma? of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 30th Sept. 1776. 
3 [x eceived 10th October. | 

7 f 
AM favoured with your letters from the head quarters up- 
Staten Iſland, dated 6th and 15th Auguſt, in the latter of 
ch you acknowledge the receipt of my diſpatches of the 
h and 12th June, and alſo of the camp equipage which had 
n ſent to you from Europe. | | 
The ſafe arrival of the two fleets, under convoy of Com- 
dore Hotham, and the Repulſe, was a very welcome piece 
itelligence : and I have had the pleaſure of receiving a con- 
mation of the report which you mention, relative to the 
althy ſtate of the guards and Heflians, | 
lam too well convinced of your zeat and alertneſs to ſup- 
that there will be any unneceſſary delays in your opera- 
«ts; and I moſt ſincerely wiſh you all the ſucceſs during 
campaign, which the juſtice of the cauſe in which you 
engaged ſo amply deſerves, and which I flatter myſelf the 
wn bravery of the troops employed in this ſervice will not 
Ito enſure, 
lt is very unfortunate that ſo great a part of the 42d and 
t regiments ſhould have fallen into the rebels hands, The 
k of wor Menzies is much to be lamented, but I truſt you 
| foon have it in your power to procure the releaſe of Lieu- 
ant Colonel Campbell, and the other priſoners, as I ob- 
with particular ſatisfaction, that you have agreed with 
. Waſhington: that the priſoners ſhould be exchanged. 
I am, &c. Geo. GERMAIN. 


hy of Letter from Lord George Germain to General Sir 
illiam Howe, dated Whitehall, 18tþ Oct. 1776. 
| [Received 15th December.] 15 


HAVE had the honour to ſubmit to the King, the 
poſal contained in your letter to me of the 2d of Sep- 
ber, No, 25, for an augmentation of the corps of Heſ- 
| chaſſeurs, commanded by Colonel Donop, and I have 
latisfaction to acquaint you, that his Majefty is graciouſly 
feed to approve of what is propoſed, and the proper ſteps 
immediately be taken, for entering into a treaty with the 
derave of Hefle, for that purpoſe ; and as I do not foreſee 
oL, XI. B bb any 
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.. Thoſe who. in the early part of your life, from an ol 


vances towards military excellence, by thus uniting to 
fire of youth, all the wiſdom and conduct of the molt ei y. 
rienced commander. is 


_ Howe's ſkill, and his attention to the good of the ſe 
that even, though you had not particularized the judicf 
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any difficulty in effecting it, I have no doubt you will recei 
them early in the next campaign, 
The arrangement you have made for a more exact meth 
of ſettling the accounts of ſubſiſtence and contingencies oft 
new levies, appears to be very proper; but as it belongs 
the lords commiſſioners of the treaſury, to give directions up 
that head, I have communicated to their Lordſhips, ye 
letter to me, No, 24, and I have, no doubt you will rece 
their n approbation of the commiſſion you have giz 
to Captain Mackenzie, and the appointment you have m 
him, in conſequence thereof, | „ 
SEN = = "TI Geo. Germaiy; 
Copy- of a Letter from Lord George Germain 10 General 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 18th Oct. 1770. 
Me. 8 ts L Received 15th December.] 
2 


1 HAD infinite ſatis faction in receiving from Major C 
Jer your public diſpatch of the 3d September, . wherein 
inform me of the ſucceſs of the King's forces againſt the 
bels upon Long Iſland. 7 1 5 5 
The behaviour of both officers and ſoldiers, Britiſh 
Heſkans,.. was (as you well obſerve) highly to their hond 
and has, conſequently, obtained his Majeſty's ſtrongeſt 
probation... |, M201, 
Conſcious, as you mult be, of having diſcharged your 
ty in a moſt diſtinguiſhed and exemplary manner, you Mea 
ſcarcely imagine that you are not included in the above gen 
deſcription. To you, Sir, however, I am commanded to 
nify, in more particular terms, the high opinion which 
Sovereign entertains of your ſervices on that trying and M.; 
rious occaſion, | 


2 


vation of the inborn courage and active ſpirit which you 
nifeſted in inferior ſtations, were led to form favourable c 
jectures, relative to your future exploits, will, with me 


happy to find their expectations ſo fully anſwered ; and WW +. 


be agreeably ſurpriſed, to ſee you making ſuch haity Ne K 


Such is the perſuaſion which I have of Vice Admiral ture 


IG 
p ſ 


* 
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yement of the ſhips, on the 24th at day break, I ſhould _ 1 

doubtedly, have nevertheleſs concluded, that his Lord- 

p had availed himſelf of every circumſtance, and made 

ry manœuvre which was likely to deceive or annoy the 

bels, and to advance the glory of his Majeſty's arms. 1233 3 

The expedition, regularity, and ſucceſs, witty which the 
hackation of the troops arid cannon were effected, at the 

je time it does infinite honour to Lord Howe, ho made 
diſpoſition, reflects no ſmall degree of credit upom Com- 
dore Hotham, who had the conduct of that important ſer- 

. It was, indeed, natural to expect, that both men and 

beers, ſenſible, as they are, that they were acting under the 

Vinſpecting eye of an admiral whom they ſo deſervedly love 

| admire, would exert themſelves to the utmoſt, and exe- 

te his Lordſhip's commands with punctuality as well as 

arfuln ese. . 

beg leave to congratulate you on a victory to which you 

eminently contributed, and have the honour tobe, &c, 

B Geo, GERMAIN. 


=, 


„& 214 z Aa 


py of 4 Letter from Lord Geor Germain 1 Sir William 
' © Howe, dated Whitehall, 18% October, 1776. 
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Received 15th December.. 
SIX, 8 . 2 
IT is impoſſible that any perſon, who has duly attended to 
ur military conduct, and found it from your entrante into 
e army, invariably directed by an unintermitted ambition to 
te your King and country, can imagine that your merito- 
bus behaviour has been unnoticed by his Majefty, or that 
s eractous approbation has not been fiequent communi- 
ed wow by his minifters in their reſpective diſpatches.” '' 
His Majeſty, however, being defirous that the high ſenſe 
ſich he has of your ſucceſsful endeavours to ſerve him, 
bould be ſtill of greater notoriety, has thought proper to af- 
id you a more public teſtimony of his & val toda: and 
ks, therefore, out of his ſpecial regard to merit wherever it 
found, been graciouſly pleaſed to nominate you to be one of 
3 companions of the moſt honourable order of the 
You will accordingly receive herewith the proper infighia, 
dether with a diſpenſation for wearing them, and alſo the 
atutes of the order. | 
[ have likewiſe the honour to tranſmit to you a letter from 
Lord Viſcount Weymouth, addreſſed to Vice Admiral Lord 
B b b 2 Viſcount 


— p 4 

2 — — 9 5 : > mn - a” g . : — 
"I". , a J A. * 2 EY 8 = p 54S $7 >; 5 

* r rer Na. ; 6 — — . a 
2 — —— — — 0 — a CG... p * 2 — 
7 F G 4 2 

p 4 = a — po te - l N — 
— r f n 3 25 
1 


.2* 5 
8 
— 


d 


* r 2 . "So" 1 * on ba 
- 
— * 
— — — > ET 
— CCI 
| — ö — I 
_ — - — - 4 5 
1 2 — — 2 — 1 
by Fe = _ — — * 
- - 298 1 os 
i - 
LY PP T4 
—— — 


3686 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779 


e Howe, which you will pleaſe to deliver to his Lord 
p. ; } 3 63 
- | You will learn from the incloſed copy thereof, that thi 
King has been pleaſed to direct his Lordſhip to perform thi 
ceremony of inveſting you with the enfigns of the order. 
You will do me the juſtice, to believe me ſincerely happ 
in conveying to you this additional mark of his Majeſty's in 
creaſing approbation of your conduct, and will give me leave 
to offer you my. moſt unfeigned congratulations upon this un 
ſolicited accumulation of your honours, _ 
b n 2: 4 am, &c. GEO. GERMAIN, 


4 53 # — . 


Copy 8 @ Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord Georg 
... Germain, dated New York, 18th December, 1776. 
l. Keceived 23d February. 


A 


| 
| 
| | | 
| | My Loxp, | "EY 
# BY Major Cuyler's arrival in the Deſpencer packet, or 
| the 15th inftant, 1 had the honour of your Lordſhip's tripli 
| _ cate of the 22d Auguſt, and incloſure, with your letter o 
zoth September, and threc of 18th October. 
| The King's moft gracious approbation of the behaviour o 
his officers and ſoldiers, Britiſh and Heſſians, is received b 
them with a ſenſe of gratitude, equal to that zeal which the 
have demonſtrated, and, I make no doubt, will continue ti 
exert upon all occaſions for his Majeſty's ſervice. The tek 
mony, alſo, which your Lordſhip has done me the honour t. 
convey, of his Majeſty's condeſcenſion, in taking notice 0 
my humble endeavours to diſcharge the duty I owe to m 
| royal maſter, being the height of my ambition, I humbly be 
| your Lordſhip will do me the honour to expreſs my mol 
teful feelings for ſuch unmerited goodneſs. 
Tue exchange of priſoners by agreement with Mr, Waſh 
ington has not been ſo generally complied with as I had rea 
ſon to expect: but the officers and men of the 7th and 26tf"* 
regiments are moſtly. returned, and ſeveral of thoſe of th 
42d and 71ſt. Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, with moſt o 
the officers and men taken with him, are ſtill detained, whi 
may make it neceſſary for me to ſend an officer purpoſely 
remonſtrate upon the injuſtice of this delay. 2k 
Fe | I have the honour to be, &c. 
VV. Howe. 


Cot 
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ia Letter from Sir William Howe 1 Lord George Ger- 
main, dated New York, 20th December, 1776. 
| [Received 23d February, 1777. ] 


[HAVE the honour to incloſe an extract of a letter from 
zutenant General Clinton, containing advice of his being 
poſſeffion of Rhode Ifland, without any loſs to his Maje- 
troops. The ſeaſon may be found too far advanced for 
n to proceed to Providence, but, if practicable, I am confi- 
ut the attempt will be made; the advantages to be derived 
m this acquiſition are nevertheleſs very important. 
ln Jerſey, upon the approach of the van of Lord Cornwal- 
corps to Brunſwick by a forced march, on the ift inſtant, 
enemy went off moſt precipitately to Prince Town; and 
d they not prevented the paſſage of the Rariton, by break- 
ga part of Brunſwick Bridge, ſo great was the confuſion 
pong them, that their army muſt inevitably have been cut 
pieces, | 
My firſt deſign extending no further than to get and keep 
ſeffion of Eaſt erſey, Lord Cornwallis had orders not to 
ance beyond Brunſwick, which occaſioned him to diſcon- 
me his purſuit 5 but finding the advantages that might be 
uned by puſhing on to the 8 and the poſſibility of 
ing to Philadelphia, the communication leading to Brunſ- 
> was reinforced, and on the 6th I joined his Lordſhip 
th the 4th brigade of Britiſh under the command of Major 
neral Grant. On the 7th Lord Cornwallis's corps, the 
trds excepted, who were left at Brunſwick, marched to 
mace Town, which the enemy had quitted on the ſame day. 
us corps marched in two diviſions'on the 8th : the firſt ad- 
acing to Trenton, reached the Delaware ſoon after the ene- 
s rear guard had croſſed. Their main army having paſſed 
le preceding day and night, took poſt on the other fide of the 
ver VO 


Lord Cornwallis with the rear diviſion halted at Maiden- 
tad, ſix miles from Trenton, and marched at one o'clock 
ext morning to Corriel's ferry, thirteen miles higher up the 
Velaware, in ſome expectation of finding boats there, and in 
de neighbourhood, ſufficient to paſs the river; but in this 
it was diſappointed, the enemy having taken the precaution 
ddeſtroy, or to ſecure on the ſouth fide, all the boats that 

ud poſſibly be employed for that purpoſe. 27h 
e 


| 


| 370. 
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The paſſage of the Delaware being thus rendered imprac 
ticable, his Lordſhip took poſt at Pennington, in which plac 
and Trenton the two diviſions remained until the 14th, whe 


the weather having become too ſevere to keep the field, ani 


the winter cantonments being arranged, the troops marche 
from boch places to their reſpective ſtations. The chain, 
wn, is rather too extenſive; but I was induced to occup 
Burlingtom, to cover the county of Monmouth, in whic 
there are many loyal inhabitants; and truſting to the almo 
treral ſubmiſſion of the county to the ſouthward of th 
in, and to the ſtrength of the corps placed in the advance 
poſts, I conctude the troops will be in perfect ſecurity. Lo 
Cornwallis having deſired to return to Britain, the comman 
in Jerſey is given to Major. Genera] Grant, in whoſe aj 
proved good conduct I have the greateſt confidence. 

I cahgot too much commend Lord Cornwallis's good ſ 
vices during this campaign; and particularly the ability: 
conduct he diſplayed in the purſuit of the enemy from Fe 
Lee to Trenton, a diſtance exceeding eighty miles, in whi 
he was well ſupported by the ardour of his corps, who chez 
fully quitred- their tents and heavy baggage, as impedimen 
to their march. | 5 . 
Buy preſſing the rebels fo cloſe, they had not time to defire 
the country, as they intended, or to remove thtar-ſtores ; | 
which a large quantity of proviſions, and plenty of forag 
have been ſecured. do edt £2 „ 
During Lord Cornwallis's ſtay at Pennington, à patrol 
thirty dragoons from the 16th regiment was ſent out to g: 
intelligence of a eorps under the command of General Le 
reported to be in Morris county en:therr way to, croſs the D- 
laware at Alexandria, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt deſir 
the direction of this detachment, and learning, as he pr 
ceeded, the ſntuation of this corps, conſiſting of 2000 me 
and of General Lee's head quarters, he contrived by infint 
addreſs and gallantry, to get to his houſe undiſcovered by U 
guard, ſurrounded 'it, and overcoming all their refiſtanc 
made the General a prifoner, RL 2076; ng 

Being confident this gallant action will not eſcape his M 
jeſty's gracious attention, it is needleſs for me to recomme 
Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt to the King's notice upon ti 
occaſion. al eee * 

J muſt alſo mention the ſignal ſervices of Sir Willis 


Erſkine, in his department of Quarter-Maſter General, wid 


indefatigable zeal has eminently contributed to the ſucceſs 


4 
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is campaign; nor muſt I omit Major Maitland, of the 
prps of marines, who has the command of the 2d battalion 
light infantry, in which he has diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
quch to his honour, 5 

The time of ſervice, for which moſt of the enemy's troops 
ere engaged, being expired, their preſent ſtrength, from a 
priew of the lateſt intelligence received, is about 8000 on 
ze fouth fide of the Delaware, and in Philadelphia; 500 
pilitia embodied in Morris County, New jerſey, and about 
woo at Peck's Kill, North Caſtile, and the fmaller poſts in 
bis province, Major General Robertſon, who ſerved the 
ampaign by his Majeſty's permiſſion, will return to Britain 


nad the carlieſt opportunity. 


wraft of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated New York, 20th December, 1776. 
| [Received 23d February, 1777+] | 


IN my ſeparate letter by the Tamer, No. 32, I mentioned 
ny ideas for the ſeveral operations in the courſe of the enſuin 
campaign, and propoſed a defenſive corps in Jerſey, for the 
arly part of the year : but the opinions of people being much 
fer changed in Penſylvania, and their minds, in general, from 
ee late progreſs of the army, diſpoſed to peace, in which 
[Oo fotiment they would be confirmed, by our getting poſſeſſion 
of Philadelphia, I am from this conſideration fully perſuaded, 
ol Witte principal army ſhould act offenſively on that fide, where 
tie enemy's chief ſtrength will certainly be collected. 
By this change, the offenſive plan towards Boſton muſt be 
Vilieferred until the propoſed reinforcements arrive from Eu- 
-lirWrope, that there may be a corps to act defenſively upon the 
Power part of Hudſon's river, to cover Jerſey on that fide, as 
mesh vell as to facilitate, in ſome degree, the approach of the ar- 
bony from Canada. | 
Te arrangement I would humbly propoſe for the execu- 
anch ton of this plan is, that only 2000 men ſhould remain at 
Rhode Iſland, with a proper number,of ſhips, 4000 men on 
Mrork Iſland and poſts adjacent, and 3000 men on Hudſon's 
meriver, which will leave about 10,000 men for Penſylvania, 
 Ulincluding, on a rough computation, that the extent of our 
 Witength at the opening of the campaign will not exceed 
lig 19, ooo men. „ 
hq But as thoſe operations, perhaps of the laſt importance to 
els Witte nation, may depend upon the exigencies of the Ms 
| re- 


. : 
ö 


to complete theſe corps, and if 200 were added to the Heſſi 
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I requeſt your Lordſhip to point out any general plans tha 
may be thought moſt adviſable, both with reſpect to the preſe 
ſtrength of this army, and on the event of reinforcement, 
remarking the periods of time in which theſe troops may 
expected. I would further propoſe, that every augmentatio 
of troops ſhould come to this port, in the firſt inſtance, fror 
þ 9% og they can be readily diſpoſed of, as may be found re 
uiſite. 
? We muft not look for the northern army to reach Alban 
before the middle of September, of courſe, the ſubſeque 
operations of that corps will depend upon the ſtate of thing 
at oe time. 6 1 P 
loathing, tents, and eve ies of camp equipage, wi 
be wanted 157 the Heſſian and regiment of Waldeck. 
The incloſed return will ſhew the number of men wanti 


2 and 30 to that of Waldeck, I think the caſualties n 
e winter may reaſonably be computed to amount to th" 
number. dr 
The 7th and 26th regiments being moſtly exchanged, angie" 
the ſeaſon not admitting of their going to Canada before ii l 
ſpring, I beg to have his Majeſty's commands for the diſpoſſi t* 
of thoſe battalions. red 
I cannot cloſe this letter, without making mention of tl Kd] 
gore ſervices rendered in the courſe of the campaign by Corgi? 
and Skinner, Eſq; attorney general in the Jerſeys, who har 
been indefatigable, and of infinite ſervice, ſince the army ei e t 
tered thoſe provinces ; I therefore humbly recommend high ti 


| as a gentleman meriting the royal favour, lhe 


Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Gt 
main, dated New York, 21/7 Dec. 1776. 
[ Received March 6th, 1777-] 


My Los, | e01 
CAPTAIN Emmerick, who has been very uſeful to me 
the courſe of this campaign, will have the honour of preſcr 

ing this letter to your Lordſhip, on his return to Britain, N 

order to raiſe a corps of German chaſſeurs. Watt: 

If your Lordſhip is pleaſed to recommend ſuch a mealuWone! 

to his Majeſty, and it ſhould meet with approbation, I big ch: 

reaſon to believe the corps would be well com _ ded Wield 
4 | | ap 


bes: rn 


tain Emmerick, and can aſſure that troops of thisclaſs are 


the war. I have the honour to be 
Your Lordſhips moſt faithful 
and moſt obedient ſervant, . 
W. Howe. 


of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated New York, 28th Dec. 1776, 
[Received 23d February, 1777.] 


My Lox, 

LIEU'TENANT Colonel White, who has ſerved a vo- 
inter in this army for a part of the campaign, and to whom 
halve given the care of my diſpatches by this conveyance, 
nentioned to me a plan he had the honour of propoſin 
th de ſecretary at war, a ſhort time before he left England, 

drafting forty or fifty volunteers from each regiment of 
goons in England, with officers in proportion, to form a 
lion to ſerve on foot in America. As this ſcheme would 
to the army an exceeding ſerviceable corps, and well of- 
red, I would humbly ſubmit the propriety of it to your 
idſhip's conſideration, and if approved, hope your Lord- 
pwill lay it before the King. I do not dwell upon the par- 
lars of this propoſal, as Lieutenant Colonel White will 
e the honour of giving your Lordſhip all the informa- 
that may be required further, than to recommend him 
the command. 

I have the honour to be 
your Lordſnip's | 
faithful and moſt obedient ſervant, 
WILL. HowzE. 


Fa Letter from General Sir William Howe, to Lord 
xorge Germain, dated New-York, December 29, 1776. 

2 [ Received the 23d February, 1777. J 

eſer | 

in, WN the 25th inſtant, in the evening, a party of the ene- 

 [{Wittacked an out- guard from the poſt of Trenton, where 

eaſuſſonel Rall commanded with three battalions of Hefſfians, | 


bag chaſſeurs, and twenty light dragoons, having with them 


led eld pieces; which party was beaten back. On the ſuc- 


apling morning at fix o'clock the rebels appeared in force 
oL, XI. Ccc with 


ch wanted, and would render eſſential ſervices in the courſe 
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the priſoners and cannon they had taken. 


| alteration 1 in the cantonments, Lord Cornwallis deferring 


5 1 
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with cannon, evidently intending to attack the poſt, Colo 
nel Rall, having received intelligence of their deſign, had tl 
troops under arins, and detached his own regiment to ſuppoy 
an advanced, picket : this picket being forced, and fallin 
back upon the regiment, threw it into ſome diſorder, whic 
occaſioned them to retire upon the other battalions ; no ad 
vantage being taken of this, they recovered themſelves, a 
the whole formed in front of the village. 

The rebels, without advancing, cannonaded them in th 
ſituation, and Colonel Rall moved forward to attack then 
with the regiments of Loſsberg and Rall; in which atta 
Colonel Rall was wounded, — the regiments were mac 
priſoners. The rebels then advanced to the regiment « 
Knyphauſen, and alſo made that corps priſoners, 

ome few officers, and about two hundred men of the br 
gade, with the chaſſeurs, and a party of dragoons, retreate 
ro Colonel Donop's corps at Burdenton, fix miles diftan 
Several officers were wounded, and about forty men kille 
and wounded, | 

This misfortune ſeems to have proceeded from Col. Rall 

uitting his poſt, and advancing to the attack, inſtead of de 
2 nding the village. 
The rebels recroſſed the river Delaware immediately, wi 
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Copy of @ Letter from General Sir William Howe, to L. 
George Germaine, dated New-York, January 5, 1777. 
[ Received the 23d F ebruary * 


IN conſequence of the advantagè gained by the enemy 
Trenton, on the 26th of laſt month, and the neceſſity of 


going to England by this opportunity, went from hence 
Jerſey on the 1 inſtant, and reached Prince Town ti 
night, to which place General Grant had advanced, with 
ody of troops from Brunſwick and Hillſborough, upe 
gaining intelligence that the enemy, on receiving reinfote 
ments from Virginia, Maryland, and from the militia of Pe 
ly 03 f. had repaſſed the Delaware i into Jerſey. 
e 2d, Lord Cornwallis having received accounts 
the reb n Y being poſted at Trenton, advanced thithe 
the 4th brigade. under the command of Lieutena 
Colonel: Mawhogd, at Prince Town, and the 2d brig vl 
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Frigadier General Leſlie at Maidenhead. On the approach 
of the Britiſh troops the enemy's forward poſts were driven 
hack upon their army, which was formed in a ſtrong poſition, 
behind a creek running through Trenton. During the night 
of the 2d the enemy quitted this fituation, and marching by 
Allen's Town, and from thence to Prince Town, fell in on 
the morning of the 3d with the 17th and 55th regiments, on 
heir march to join Brigadier General Leſlie at Maidenhead: 

Lieutenant Colonel Mawhood, not being apprehenfive of 
the enemy's ſtrength, attacked and beat back the troops that 
firſt preſented themſelves to him, but finding them at length 
rery ſuperior to him in numbers, he puſhed forward with the 
17th regiment, and joined Brigadier General Leſlie, The 
zh regiment retired, by the way of Hillſborough to 
brunſwick, and the enemy proceeding immediately to Prince 
Town, the 40th regiment alſo retired to Brunſwick. 

The loſs upon this occaſion to his Majeſty's troops is 17 
llled, and nearly 200 wounded and miſling ; Captain Leſlie 
of the 17th 1s among the few killed, and for further particu- 
ars beg leave to refer your Lordſhip to the incloſed return. 
Captain Phillips, of the 35th grenadiers, returning. from 
tence to join his company, was on this day beſet between 
brunſwick and Prince Town by ſome lurking villains, who 
murdered him in a moſt barbarous manner; which is a mode 
of war the enemy ſeem from ſeveral late inſtances to have 
adopted, with a degree of barbarity that ſavages could not 
exceed, | | . 

It has not yet come to my knowledge how much the ene- 
my has ſuffered, but it is certain there were many killed and 
my wunded, and among the former a General Mercer from 


Virginia, | 

The bravery and conduct of Lieutenant Colonel Maw- 
tood, and the behavionr of the regiments under his com- 
mand, particularly the 17th, are highly commended by Lord 
Cornwallis.— His Lordſhip finding the enemy had made this 
movement, and having heard the fire occaſioned by Col. Maw- 
woods attack, returned immediately from Trenton; but the 
mnemy being ſome hours march in front, and keeping this ad- 
Vantage by an immediate departure from Prince Town retrea- 
ted by King's Town, breaking down the bridge behind them, 
and croſſed the Millftone river at a bridge under Rocky Hill, 


to throw themſelves into a ſtrong country. 9 5 

Lord Cornwallis ſeeing it could not anſwer any purpoſe to 

vontinue his purſuit, returned with his whole force to Brunſ- 
| Cern wick, 


36 


ftom the eaſtern militia, Major General Vaughan, with the 
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wick, and the troops at the right being aſſembled at Elizabef 
Town, Major- General Vaughan has that command, 
Return of the killed, wounded, and miſſing, of t 
following corps of his Majeſty's forces in the jerſe 
Friday, January 3, 1777. | pm 
17th regiment, 1 captain, 12 rank and file, killed; 1 car 
tain, 1 heutenant, 1 enſign, 4 ſerjeants, 46 rank and fi 
wounded ; 1 ſerjeant, 1 drummer, 33 rank and file, mifling 
4Oth regiment. 1 heutenant wounded ; 1 enſign, 3 ſel 
Jeants, 1 drummer, 88 rank and file, miſſing. 
55th regiment, 1 ſerjeant, 4 rank and file, killed; me 
ſign, 1 ſerjeant, 2 rank and file, wounded ; 1 captain, 1 lieu 
tenant, 1 enſign, 1 ſerjeant, 2 drummers, 66 rank and file 
miſhng. 5 
Total. 1 captain, 1 ſerjeant, 16 rank and file, killed 
1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 enſigns, 5 ſerjeants, 48 rank an 
file, wounded ; 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 2 enſigns, 5 ferjeants 
4 drummers, 987 rank and file, miſſing. 
Hon. Captain Leſlie, of the 15th regiment of foot, killed 
Captain Phillips, of the 35th grenadiers, killed on hi 
way to join the battalion. 
N. B. Since the above return many of the men miflin 
have joined their corps. | 
It appears by the muſter-maſter general, Sir Georg 
Oſborn's return of the Heſſian troops, after the affair of thi 
26th of December at Trenton, that the priſoners and miſſing 
amounted to about 700. | 


Copy of a Letier from General Sir William Howe to Ter 
George Germain, dated New York, 17th Jan. 1777. 
I [ Recerved 3d March.] 


My Lox, 
THERE being two packets here, I ſend home one wit 
duplicates of my diſpatches to your Lordſhip, by the Brifto 
ſhip of war. 
The enemy ſtill continuing in force in Morris Town, and 
in that neighbourhood, and receiving daily reinforcement: 


12 


corps he had at Elizabeth Town, is removed to Amboy. Lor 
Cornwallis remains at Brunſwick, as when I had the honou 
of writing to your Lordſhip on the 5th inftant. In this po 


ſition the enemy's motions will be watched, without haz 2r 
Hi | ing 
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1a march at a ſevere ſeaſon, which does not admit of diſ- 
nt movements for want of cover for the troops. 
The deſign of the enemy ſeems to be to harraſs the troops, 
keeping them aſſembled where there is not ſufficient ac- 
mmodation for their numbers, hoping, by that means, to 
e us to relinquiſh our poſts in Jerſey. A conſiderable 
dy of militia is alſo aſſembled in Connecticut, to give a jea- 
uſy to this place, which is threatened to be burnt by 
eichery. 
3 the honour to incloſe to your Lordſhip copies of my 
if letters from Governor Tonyn, Governor Cheſter, Mr. 
wrt, ſuperintendant of Indian affairs, and Lieutenant Co- 
nel Dixon, of the 16th regiment, with ſeveral incloſures, 
m which your Lordſhip may colle& the probably ſtate of 
t and Weſt Florida; alfo copies of my letters in anſwer to 
wernor Tonynand Mr. Stuart. 


The remote ſituation of thoſe provinces, diſqualify me 


im being more pointed than I have been in my directions 
their procedure; which is therefore in a great meaſure 
ferred to their determination upon the ſpot. It is princi- 


ly for this reaſon that I humbly ſubmit to your Lordſhip 


bis Majeſty's ſervice would not be promoted by putting 
military in each province under the command of a gene- 
officer, who would be more at liberty to exert his force 
n while ſubject to a governor and his civil council. 
Major General Maſſey reports that he has informed your 
{hip of the tranſactions under his command in Nova 
tia, which province is relieved from their late apprehen- 
us by the invaders being repelled. It is therefore unneceſ- 
for me to be more particular on this ſubject. 5 


I am, &c. W. Howe. 


rat of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated New York, 20th January, 1777. 
[ Received 3d March. 


* 


IT is with much concern, that I am to inform your Lord- 
o the unfortunate and untimely defeat at Trentown, has 
Wn us further back, than was at firſt apprehended, from 
great encouragement 1t has given to the rebels. 
do not now ſee a proſpect of terminating the war, but 
a general action, and I am aware of the difficulties in our 
to obtain it, as the enemy moves with ſo much more 
ty, than we poſſibly can. 
Nor 
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Nor can we hazard a march at this unfavourable ſe; 
with any hopes of making a ſtroke upon the enemy, in 


number, we ſhould be enabled to detach a corps to enter 


filvania, by way of Jerſey : there would alſo in that caſe 


tions; but I do not entertain the ſmalleſt apprehenfions 
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t fituation, that might turn the ſcale in our favour, 
Concluding upon the certainty of another campaign, 
confident I need not preſs your Lordſhip, to ſend us ey 
reinforcement of troops for immediate ſervice, that can 
procured, 20,000 men would by no means exceed our war 
yet 15,000 will give us a ſaperiority, that I ſhould hope, n 
be materially experienced in the courſe of the campa 


Philadelphia being now the principal object, by the ore: 
Delaware by fea, and the main body to penetrate into P 


a ſufficient corps to act from Rhode Iſland. On the ot 
hand, if the reinforcements are ſmall, the operations wil 
much curtailed; or if none ſhould arrive, we ſhall be c 
fined to act in one body in Jerſey, leaving only a ſmall co 
at Rhode Ifland, and another of ſufficient force for the 
fence of this iſland and its dependencies. 


Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George G 
main, dated New-York, 12th February, 1777. 
Received 19th March.] 
My Lox, 

THE diſpoſition of the troops in this quarter, having und 
gone little alteration ſince my laſt diſpatch of the 17thof 
nuary, I have only to adviſe your Lordſhip of the return 
brigade of Britiſh, and ſome companies of grenadiers 
light infantry, from Rhode Iſland, to ſtrengthen Lord Co 
wallis's corps in Jerſey, in order to — Lordſhip v 
more ſecurity to the poſts of Brunſwic and Amboy, to m 
2 movement, when the weather proves favourable, againi 
enemy, ſtill remaining at Morris Town. | 

Lieutenant General Clinton being gone to England, 
Percy has ſucceeded to the A. Rhode Iſland, 
has with him Major General Preſcot, one troop of the! 
light dragoons,. one hrigade of Britiſh, and two of Hel 
A body of the enemy's militia is collected at Providence, 
the defence of that place, and to watch his Lordſhip's . 


their acting offenſively againſt the rſland. W 5 
His excellency Governor Tryon has offered his ſervice 

the command 'of a corps of provincials for the enſuing 

| P 


o 
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mm, and preſuming the meaſure will be approved by his 
heſty, I ſhall endeavour to place ſuch a corps under his 
mand, as may be of eſſential uſe in the proſecution of 
war. | 

The French officers in the incloſed liſt, are ſent by this op- 
munity, under the care of Captain James S. Patton, of the 
þ regiment of foot, with directions to adviſe your Lord- 


p of his arrival, and to wait your commands for their 


ther diſpoſal. 

Major General Robertſon, who will have the honour to de- 
er this diſpatch, can give your Lordſhip the beſt informa- 
ba reſpecting the preſent ſtate of this country, and the 
pes the rebels have of bringing into the field an army 
more than 50,000 men. They are moſt ſanguine in their 
pectations, and conſcious that their whole ſtake depends 
jon the ſucceſs of the next campaign, uſe every compulſory 
ans to thoſe, who do not enter voluntarily into their ſer- 
ce, 

do not preſume to preſs. your Lordſhip further upon the 
eſity of the reinforcements I have formerly mentioned, to 
mntera@t the efforts of the enemy, being fully perſuaded, 
my ideas, for the operations of this year, ſhould meet 
th approbation in the cabinet, every aſſiſtance will be given 
at can be procured ; but at all events, I beg leave to repeat 
j requeſts for another battalion of artillery and recruits to 
mplete the companies now here. Es 

If it is not thought proper to ſend out the additional gene- 
| officers, I had the honour of mentioning in a former let- 
to your Lordſhip, it will be neceſſary to appoint ſome of 
e eldeſt Lieutenant colonels of the line, to act as brigadiers ; 
it to gain the ſervices of four of that rank, fix heutenant 
lonels, belonging to the detachment of guards, muſt be 
cluded, who, upon fuch an arrangement, could not do d 
their corps; I would, therefore, humbly propoſe, that ju- 
or captains be ſent to relieve thoſe gentlemen, whereby this 
convenience would be avoided, and an opportunity offered 
appoint officers from the line, to command the brigades; 
Sir Guy Carleton's army, lieutenant colonels of later date 
an many here, have acted here as brigadier generals, ſince 
tir arrival in Canada, which has not. paſſed unnoticed by 
ir ſeniors ſerving in this army; I, therefore, beg your 


rdſhip will take this matter into confideration, and honour | 


e with his Majeſty's commands upon it, | 
| bave the honour to be, &c. W. Howx. 
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that the news of the evacuation thereof by the rebels, was r 


2 6 71 hes 7 
i our ſhort letter of Sept. 24th requires no farther anſw 
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Copy F a- Letter from Lord George Germain to General \ 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, November 6, 1776, 
O22 4. + [Received March 10th, 1991.Þ + 

Six, 1 r | 

BEING informed that his Majeſty's ſervice makes it nece 

fary that a packet ſhould be diſpatched to-night, I unexpecte 

ly enjoy a very-early e Soc acknowledging the recei 
of your ſeveral letters of the 21ſt, 23d, and 24th of Septembe 
which you entruſted to the'care of Captain Balfour. 

T hey were delivered by him in the evening of the 2d infta 
and were by me laid before the King. | 

The city of New-York was an object of ſo great importance 


ceived with general ſatisfaction. And I have a particular ple 
ſure in being commanded to inform you, that his Majeſty h 
in the ſtrongeſt terms approved of your conduct, and high 
applauds the behaviour of the officers and men employed upd 
that occaſion. * | | 

The ſervice of the Commander in Chief of the troops is 
topic upon which I could here enlarge with much juftice, a 
with no ſmall degree of ſatisfaction, if the early failing of i 
packet did not compel me to uſe an unwilling brevity. 

Hurried, however, as I am, I cannot help obſerving, th 
the commendations which you ſo liberally beſtow upon t 
officers of the navy, and the ſeamen belonging to the ſhips « 
war and the tranſports, is the moſt honourable teſtimony th 
could have been given in their favour; and I make no doub 
but they eſteemed it a circumftance peculiarly fortunate f 
them, that they were called upon to co-operate with a 
neral who was known to. have diſcernment enough to diſt 
guiſh merit, and candour enough to give it its due weigh 
wherever it was found. N | 

Iam happy to learn that your ſucceſs was attended with | 
inconſiderable a loſs, and that Lieutenant Colonel Moncktc 
is in ſo fair a way of recovery. 

The attempt which was made to burn the town of Nen 
York might well exaſperate the troops: I truſt that an appr: 
henfion of condign puniſhment will deter the infatuate 
wretches from perſevering in their reſolutions, and have god 
hope that the inquiry. which you have ſet on foot will ſerve 
diſcover the original promoters and abettors of the villainoit 


than that I ſhould expreſs my joy on account of the troop 
having met with no oppoſi: ion, either to * 
| N | auil 


1 [3 


1779. :D E:B A FES. 

lus Hook, or to their taking poſſeſſion of the batteries and 
ubts at that poſt. The advantages which you have hi- 
to gained over the rebels have been rapid, and are ex- 
rely important; and I ami-confident you will, in reflecting 
them; derive a ſincere ſatisfaction from the conſideration, 


As tthe troops under your command have been able to give 
e ſignal proofs of their bravery, and render ſuch eſſential 
* ces to their King and country, without ſuffering any ma- 


| I am; NC, ; 
hit Gro. GERMAIN, 


% of Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir William 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 6% November, 1776. 
2 (Received March 10. 

SW, GED 'D 


10 Communicated: to the Lords of the Treaſury your letter 


of the 16th of Auguſt, notifying your appointment of 
pain Mackenzie to be Paymaſter of the new levies, and 
biting your: reaſons for it; and I have the pleaſure to ſend 
incloſed a-copy'of Mr. Robinſon's letter to Mr. Knox, 
vying their Lordſhips approbation of that 2 | 
ide great impottance of engaging the ſouthern Indians in 
inteteſt, has not eſcaped his Majeſty's attention; and you 
ſee by the incloſed copies of my letters to Mr. Stuart, 
care has been taken to ſupply that officer with the means 


* ſecuring the fidelity of thoſe people, and the inſtructions 
GM have deen given him for his conduct ting them. 
iind vill of courſe receive your orders for employing n in 
oh ſting any operations you. may think fir to die®t againſt 


e colonies ; and it muſt give you ſatisfaction to find he is 


he good a condition to carry into execution whatever orders 
Kto may think proper to give him. 6 = 


Jen | 

—— Howe, dated Whitehall, January 14, 1777. 
n [Received March 9. 

1 HAVING always been of opinion that the poſſeſſion of 
non ode Iſtand would be attended with the moſt beneficial con- 


ences, I was extremely happy to find (by your ſeparate 
rr of November 30, 1776) that you had thought proper to 
ood an expedition to that place; and though it muſt be con- 
led that winter and bad weather are formidable enemies to 
Vor. XI. D d d contend 


act of a lan Hoon Doris George Germain to Sir William 
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contend with, I cannot help being fanguine in my expeQat 
from troops, whom you have accuſtomed to ſucceſs in all t 
undertakings ; and am the lefs..capable- to entertain 
ſmalleſt apprehenſion of a miſcarriage, hen I reflect that 
entruſted the command oſ thoſe troops to men of ſuch 1 
courage, as Bieutenam General Clinton and Lord Perey if 
- known to poſſeſo. But be the event hat it map, I ſhall e 
trink that the importanee of the object was an ample d 
fication of the attempt, even if the enemy had been bettet x 
pared for an oppoſition to your enterprize. 
Wich regatd te the army under the command of Earl Ce 
walljs, the men have been brought into ſuch a ſtate of perf 
tion while they were under your eye, that they muſt unay 
ably act with ſuch rapidity, when put in motion, as ind 
me to fatter myſelf, that his Lordſhip's progreſa in Eaſt ] 
ſey, notwithſtanding the advanced ſeaſon, will be conſider; 
And it is the ground of much ſatisfaction here to know 
"your troops had, after the following operations of the c 
paigh;' fo fair» a proſpect of extenſiye and good winter cant 
ments as that diſtriẽt can aſfurd tien. 
Ie was a great mortification to me to be inſormed, that 
army from Canada had thought it right to leave Crown f 
_ unoccupied,” and repaſs the Lake, I truſt, however, that 
expectations ute likely ao be gratified; »whea I preſume the 
- my will make more rapid advances the next campaign, 


reach Albany ſooner than vou ſrem to expect. 
Four well digeſted plan for the operations of the next c 
' prior Hias been jaid before his Majeſty, but] muſt decline 

pfeſeut, to wee you with any tremarks upon it; for as 
nent letter (of whielr Þ am in daily expeRation) will prob 
"throw newlights upon the ſubject, bis Majeſty, thinks pi 

1 to with-hold his royal ſentiments thereupon, until be ſhall 
dad an op Unity. of taking into his conſideration che wt 
ſtate of this momentous affair. When the King has ſo de 
Major Balfour will be immediately diſpatched to you, wit 
neceſſary inſtructions. CC 
Whey I firſt read your tequiſition of à reipforcemen 
15, ooo rank and file, I muſt on to you I was really alari 
becauſe I could nut ſee the leaſt chance of my being able to . 

ply you with the Hanoverians, or even with the Ruſſrang mit 
As foon, however, as I found from your returns that hour . 
if reinforced with 4, ooo more Germans, (which I truſt wi 
- procured'for you) go additional Heſſian chaſleu:s,. and a 
1,800 recruits for the Britiſh, and about 1, 200 for the *M 
© Kan troops under your command, will conſiſt of very ne 
6235-265; 44 "0 


* 


©* 


. I7 | ; 
dati 1559: DE A E477 87. 
a oo rank and file, I was fatisfied that you would have an [8 


iy equaf to Your wiſhes, eſpecially when I conſidered that 
enemy muft be greatly 'weakened. and depreſſed by your 

+ ſucceſſes, and that chere was room, to hope, that you 
ene) i'd not find it difficult to embody what number of Provin- 
jor may think proper, for particular parts of the fſervicy ; 
which expectation, cloth fot 3, ooo additional ſuits, and - 
5'equipage for 8,000, are ordered; and will be ſent to 
u. And here I muſt affurd you the ſatisfaction of Knowing, 
t whatever degree of ſupport the rebels may have been” 
121 Wt to expect from foreign powers, I. have great reaſon to 
40 eve, that Dr. Franklin will not be able to procure them 


o 


The attitlery have on all occaſions behaved well.; and as 


1 i appearance has hitherto had ſo deſireable effects upon the 
. 1 wiſh it was in my power to procure you another bat- 


Jon of ſo uſeful a corps, but it is not. Yow may, however, 
hend upon having as many ferit to you as I can get together, 
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wo th ſome light fix and three-pounders. You: will alſo have 
15 1} 2 numdet of officers” ſent” out to the guards, as will make 
a; i.” compleat to the preſent eftablithment, independent of 
he ile employed on the ſtaff. ü e ene 0 i 
, would de impoſfible to procure for you, in any ceaſonable 
, the 300 horſes which you deſue; and as the ehence of 1 
eng them to to great a'diftance is enormous, and the hazafũ 11 
eir arrivin® ſaſe very great, it is intended to ſend you only 


do which is me re than will bei neceſſary fon compleating the 
labliſhment of thoſe: you ' already have, as it appears by your 
turns that you want only 77. and it is hoped that, with ſueh 
du may de able to procute in the country, will anſwer your 


- > 
— 1 * . 
r * 


15 poſe. h * * + ic 4817 t 006159 FE «4 4 uy 
A that I need fay te you bt preſent, concerning the ten 55 
bp of the line which yoù ſohoit, is, that Lord Sandwich wil 57541 


te fully to Lord Howe upon that ſubject ;- and as I appre- 
nd you lay fo great a-ſtreſ& upon that requeſt, with a view. 


ir the Jemand- that you may have for the ſervices. of the men 

obe debarkation; and in otherwiſe aſſiſting your troops, it | 
les me pleaſure to acquaint” you, that I have reaſon to hope | 
a force will be ſent you, as will be deemed. ſuflicient by J 
urſelf apd Lord Howe. | ! 


have the ſatisfaction to inform you, that his. Majeſty hath 
en pleaſed, on your recommendation, to order, Doctor Mor- 


$10 be appointed Inſpector of ene hoſpitalls. 


D d d 2 Copy | 
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- 


nued account of your operations ſince the- departure of C 12 
of 


who have deſerved an honoutable mention in the diſpatcic | 
ol a diſcerning Commander, cannot have failed of being warm 


Coy. ute e 2 insb aas gd 8 


fe $0: Gen . 
445 January, 22. jv 

| Sel: UAE 1 * t 
ig, py * W314. F 
* WAS on 8 on bonoured-with the receipt | 


your letter, goth ovember, herein you gave me tom 
(08 Major) Balfour, with advice of the regugtion 


York. 

: I-was/alfs at the ſame time favoured with your diſpate 
dated: December 3, 2776, io which: were incloſed ſepar 
returns of the Joſs” which the army under your comma 
had ſuſtained, from September 15th to November leb i 
clufive, of the priſoners who haye been taken durin 
campaign, and of the ordnance and ſtores taken in the = 
and lines of the enemy, from the rath of October do the 20 
of :Nevember ;- all which 1 have dad ide honour af lay 
before che King. 

Wen I conſider the ungm of ads parivdz of Aich . 
have given ſo clear and circumſtantial a military hiſtory, -h 
dangers, labours, and difficulties, neceſſarily attending f 
ſervice in which the troops have been empleyed, together wi 
the obſtacles, which both art and nature op 4otheir'p Te 
groſs, I cannot ſufficiently admire the grea nd "on 
of your ſucceſſes ;-- the account of which — is 
the more-fincere ſutisfaction, inaſmuch as they have been af 
cined with” fo inconſiderable a loſs on the part of his faithi 


f. 
have i comment fon: his Majeſty to expreſs, in th 


Arongeft terms, his royal approbation of the roger 12 
urdeur and bravery, which have deen ſo 

mani by the troops, both Britiſh. and fore | 
It would be tedious, and indeed unneceſſary. 4 tronbls roll” 
with an enumeration of the officers — whoſe co 
duct the King has been pleaſed to declare himſelf to be high! 
ſatisfied. You have done: ample juſtiee: te their \ reſpects 


merits; and every body will,auturally conclude, that tho 


10 by a juſt Sovereign. 

I muſt, not. omit chis opportugity of acknowledgit che 
cere. pleaſure which: your corraſpondenee has been. t 1 
of procuring me, during the whole -courſe of the — | 
lor: as your diſpatches have ſo conſtantly contained _— 

; om 
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x important advantage gained by yoy over the rebels, or the 


of ſme other welcame ev vent, I have unavoidably re- 


wed infinite ſatisfuction renn the peruſal of kein and have, 


the other band, been 2s ungvoidably e with the buſi- 
b of anſwering them, fince one part of my taſk his co 


y been to convey" to you the ſtrongeſt aſſutances of be 


715 in which his Majeſty hojds our ſervices. 


I Sc. FRO. GER MAY. | N 


bo 8 2 (marked ſeparate) from Lord George Germiin 


General Sir William Howe, dated Whitehall, January 


1 r 
kw March 9. 


1 1 


7. RO Downs, who I find is 0 from bis 

gknement. i in Connecticut, and is now at New Vork, ac- 

haints me in his . of the 16th of November, that he had 

Foro 8 ea confiderable nymber of the inhabitants 
ut,. Obie 7 


emigrants from Europe, to enter inte 


E ſervice, upon the promiſe of receiving bounties 
vs We diſchar jarged at the- cloſe of the rebellion ;7 
ewe reſented themſelves at the rendezvous 
pointed — them at = -Ifand,, and the meaſure had met 
ur approba tion, Upon this ground, I have judged it proper 
 acquaing you, in this letter, that his Majeſty: ap- 
wes of your confirming to ſuch, of thoſe volunteers, as.you 
4 think Pg to receive into his — 4 8 yore the pro 


Nin 313 Geo, GU. 
ad 0 0% U ait en % 335 be 
| p off Letten from F William Howe to Lord George Ger- 
3 75 pony dated New York, April 1/2, 1777. 
9 e 8th May, 7770 


My Lands 
1 WAS honoured: with your Lordſhip 5 different diſpatches, 
ated the 14th-January, and Hep hestes of the 6th of Novem- 
V with the incloſures by the Halifax ET which arrived 
e gth of March. f 1 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


The. Mercury packet got in the 10th of March, after 
tedious paſſage, with the originals: gf your Lordſhip's di 
patches of the 6th of November, and triplicates of thoſe of th 
30th of September and 18th of October; duplicates of whic 
were received the next day by the Thames frigate, -_ 
His Majeſty's moſt gracious approbation of my condud 
during the laſt campaign, and of the behaviour of the tron 
under my command, both Britiſh and foreign, which you 
Lordſhip has been pleaſed to convey in terms ſo flattering t. 
my wiſhes, fills my m'nd with the pureſt ſentiments of grati 
tude, and has been received by the officers and ſoldiers witl 
joy, and the moſt dutiful reſpect. n 
There has not been any occurrences ſince my laſt worth 
of your Lordſhip's notice, excepting the ſucceſs of a detach 
ment of 500 men that I ſent up the North river in tranſports 
on the 22d of March, conveyed by the Brune frigate, to de 
ſtroy a conſiderable depoſit A pct na and ſtores which th 
enemy had made at Peek's Kill, near 50 miles diſtant fro 
New York ; Lieutenant Colonel Bird, of the 15th regiment 
commanded the party. The rebels ſtationed there retiring 


upon his approach, he got eaſy poſſeſſion. of the poſt: before, 
their retrezt, they ſet fire; to the principal ſtore-hoyſes, auc 10 
thereby rendered uſeleſs the only Wharf where it was prac 
ticable to embark the remaining flores,. in convenient time be 


which made it expedient to deſtroy the greater part. This 


was completely ęffected, to the amount ſpecified in the incloſ ee 
return, and the detachment reimbaiking without interruption 
returned here the 256m. 3 775 

I have the ſatisfaction to inform your Lordſhip, that about 
1500 ſuits of proyincial cloathing baye already arrived, whict 
being extremely wanted, are very acceptable to them. 

Lieutenant General Earl Percy baving applied fr leave 
to return to Europe, his Lordſhip will proceed in the next 
1 and the command at Rhode Iſland will devolve upon 


2jor General Preſc..t. | [ 
WW Wu. How. ror 

| „ 3 a ee * Nee 
Extract of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George br 
Germain, dated April 24, 1777. (Marked fecret.) ine 
(Received 8th May, 1777+] Pe; cory 

1 | 2 Ls. V ; | 2 mat 

© OBSERVING by your. Loidſhip's diſpatches, the ſmall. x 
reinforcement intended for this army for the enſuing cam- Nene 


paięn, compared with my requiſitions for executing the plan 
4 had the honour of ſubmitting to your Lordſhip, in my letters 
upon 
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won that ſubject, I beg leave to preſs the additional ſtrength 
he corps of diſmounted dragoons, ſolicited by Lieutenant 
Colonel White, of the corps of chaſſeurs, propoſed to be 
wed by Captain Emerick, and of the fix additional companies 
the 42d and 7 1tt regiments, CCW 
Had cit been expedient to have ſent the number of dragoon 
brſes I requeſted, we ſhould have found great utility from 
tem, not only for the eſſential ſervice of patroling, but in 
ypotition to a large corps of cavalry raifing by the enemy. 
| Your Lordſhip having been pleaſed to. inform me I mut 
yt expect an additional battalion of artillery, in which I. con- 
my diſappointment, from a thorough conviction of the great 
kvice ſuch a reinforcement would be to this army, I am 
unſtrained to ſupply: the deficiency. by an endeavour to raiſe 
vo men from the Provincials to do duty with the artillery, to 
be paid and cloathed in the fame manner as thoſe eſtabliſhed, 
nd have given directions nocorfingty to Brigadier General 
Cleaveland, that no time may be loſt in compleating them, 
phich 1 hope will receive his Majeſty's approbation. 
In theſe circumſtances, I find myſelf under the he eſſity of 
rlinquiſhing a principal part of the plan before, propoſed, for 
n offenſive corps on the ſide of Rhode liland, &c, and 5 
xopt one on a ſmaller ſcale, which the incloſed. diſtribution 
joints out. = 27 W 
From the difficulties and delay that would attend the paſ- 
ige of the river Delaware, by a march through Jerſey, I 
mopoſe. to'invade Pennſylvania by ſea; and from this arrange- 
nent we muſt probably abandon the Jerſies, which by the 
brmer plan would not have been the caſe. On the contrary, 
te enemy's weſtern and principal army would have been be- 
tween the two corps deſtined for this ſervice, and we ſhould 
ten have had the communication open for the Seneca Indians 
Fee, if 4 . 
The Provincial troops I propoſe to employ under Governor 
T:yon's command, upon the Hudſon's river, or to enter Con- 
ectieut, as circumſtances may point ouuhlt. 2 


on; whereas in the enſuing one, from the ſeveral poſts ne- 
teſſarily to be preſerved, the offenfive army will be too weak 
for rapid ſucceſs, though I ſhall hope for the arrival of re- 
nforcements in time to ſtrengthen this as well as the other 
corps ; but I fear they will not be: ſufficient to cauſe any 
material alteration in the plan now propoſed. = 
From theſe conſiderations, and the delays which may at- 
end the evacuation of the Jerſies, from che vicinity of the 
| | enemy's 


In the former campaign, the force was ſuitable to the opera- 
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enemy's principal force, it is probable the campaign will ne 
commence ſo ſoon as your Lordſhip may expect; though v 
ſhould not undertake any thing offenſive in that quarter, whic 

I mean to avoid, unleſs ſome very adyantageous opening ſhoy! 
offer. But your Lordſhip may be aſſured, the operations wi 
be forwarded as expeditioufly as the nature of the fervice wi 
admit; and in the mean while I ſhall anxiouſly, wait his M: 
jeſty's commands by Major Balfour. 

I have reaſon to expect, in caſe of ſucceſs in Pennſylvani 
there will be found a conſiderable part of the inhabitants w 
may be embodied as militia, and ſome as provincial troops, ft 
the interior defence of the province, which muſt be 2 gre 
aid in the further progreſs of the war. 

My expectations of a move in the winter againſt the ener 
in Jerſey, upon the arrival of the troops from Rhode Iflani 
as mentioned in a former letter, have been fruſtrated by a des 
fall of now, which rendered the country impaſſable, and ſing 
the breaking up of winter, the depth of roads forced me to n 


linquiſh the idea. 

"Reftrited as I am from entering upon more extenſive or 
rations by the want of forces, my hopes of terminating the w 
. this year are vaniſhed ; ſtill I think it probable, that by d 
latter end of the campaign, we ſhall be in poſſeſſion of the pr. 

vinees of New-York, the Jerſies, and Pennſylvania, thoug 
this, in ſome meafure, muſt depend upon the ſucceſſes of tt 

northern army ; for, notwithſtanding it is my opinion the 
dels will not be able to raiſe their army voted Jaft Autum 
yet they will have a numerous militia in the field, in additic 
to their ſtanding force, with a tolerable train of artillery. 
However, as theſe operations have, from ſucceſs, beco1 
more various and extenſive, and of courſe require in the exec 
tion a conſiderable aſſiſtanee of ſeamen, which the Admi 
cannot aſſure me he ſhall be able to furniſh, without an ad 
tional number of ſhips of force, I anxiouſly hope, from yo ba 
Lordſhip's aſſurances, we ſhall not be diſappointed in our e 
pectations of an aid fo eſſential, and that they are now upon thi 
way to join us. I fear the enemy means to keep back the Brit 
and Heſſian priſoners in their poſſeſſion, contrary to agreemen 
Your Lordſhip will receive incloſed a copy of my letter Wh: e 

Sir Guy Carleton, which goes in a few days by a frigate coffe; 

voying Sir John Johnſton, Lieutenant Colonel M*Lean, a 
ſeveral officers, both Britiſh and Canadian, lately return 
from their captivity, together with a few recruits for the ſeve! 

corps in Canada; and I ſend this letter, that I may have i 

honour of his Majeſty's commands upon it in time, if the co 

tents ſhould not meet with the royal approbation. 


1779. r 
4 Litter from General Sir William Howe to General Sir 


I Sir William Howe's of 2d April, 1977.] 


HAVING but little expeRtation that T ſhall be able, from 
e want of ſufficient ſtrength in this army, to detach a corps 
the beginning of the campaign, to act up Hudſon's River, 


ce your Excellency may deem expedient to advance beyond 
or f tiers after taking Ticonderoga, will, I fear, have 
tle aſſiitance from hence to facilitate their approach; and as 
hall probably be in Penſylvania when that corps is ready to 
ance into this province, it will not be in my power to 
mmunicate with the officer commanding it ſo ſoon as I 
uld wiſh; he muſt therefore purſue ſuch meaſures as may 
m circumſtances be judged moſt conducive to the advance- 
ent of his Majeſty's ſervice, conſiſtently with your Excel- 
icy's orders for his conduct. | 

The 


icy the advantages that muſt ariſe by ſecuring Albany and 

adjacent country, I conclude they will engage the next 
tention 3 but omitting others, give me leave to ſuggeſt that 
s ſituation will open a free intercourſe with the Indians, 
tout which we are to expect little aſſiſtance from them ow 


e 1 5 LY 
The further progreſs of this corps, depending ſo much 


dee of time, ſtill I flatter myſelf, and have reaſon to ex- 
Q, the friends of government in that part of the country 
de found ſo numerous, and ſo ready to give every aid and 
tance in their power, that it will prove no difficult taſk to 
lice the more rebellious partsof the province. In the mean 
ile I ſhall endeavour to have a corps upon the lower partiof 
udſon's River ſufficient to open the communication for ſhip- 
g thtougk the Highlands, at preſent obſtructed by ſeveral 
ts erected by the rebels for that purpoſe, which corps may 
Erwards act in favour of the northern army. | 
Major Edmeſtone of 48th regiment, having been long de- 
ned a priſoner at Albany, and having procured leave to 
here to negociate his exchange, I have ſent him back 
n directions to inform Mr. 2 that if he permits 
Vor. XI. 0 eee x 
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Gu Carleton, dated New Vork, 5th April, 1777. 


nfſtent with the operations already determined upon, the 


poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga will naturally be the firſt. 
ect; and, without preſuming to point out to your Excel- 


on the enemy's movements, cannot be foreſeen at this diſ- 


we 
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Uh 
him to go to Canada, I ſhall releaſe a Major in exchange 
He has information of too delicate a nature to commit to 
per, and of the utmoſt importance in favour of the North 
ern army advancing to Albany, which I truſt he will fin 
ſome means of communicating, even tho' he ſhould not ob 
tain leave to go to Canada in perſon. 

I beg your Excellency may be pleaſed to favour me wit 

the earlieſt intelligence of your movements, and flatter nn 

ſelf ſome method will be found of conveying it immediate! 
to New York. : 

With my moſt earneft wiſhes for your health and ſucceſs, 

: I am, &c, WM. Howe, 


Diſiributian of His Majeſty's troops, Britiſh and Foreign for t 
| ampaign, 1777. 


[in Sir Wm. Howe's (ſecret) ef 24 April.] 


Penſylvania — — - 11,000 
Town of York and Iſland 3200 ie: 
Paulus Hook — — 300 
Staten Iſland — — 1,200 
Rhode Iſland — — 2,400 


—— 


18, 100 
N. B. Priſoners with the rebels, ſick artillery and cavalr 

not included. | . 
Alſo a corps of Provincials, conſiſting of 3000 eeffctives 

under the command of his Excellency Governor Tryon. 


Extra? of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated New Vork, the 4th of April, 1777. 
3 Received 8th May.) 


BY the arrival of Captain Mulcaſter a few days paſt fron 
Penſacola, I did not find any material change in the ſtate ol 
the Indian affairs in that Province ſince my laft diſpatches 
this ſubject. It ſeems they are ready to aſſiſt in repelling an 
invaſion, or even to march into the the enemy's country whe 
called upon. The Superintendant's laſt letter, and the in 
cloſures will furniſh your Lordſbip with the lateſt intell; 
gence I have received. 

: Captain 


J. 1779. = 5 AT ES. 

Captain Mulcaſter being a very intelligent officer, I wrote 
me time paſt to invite him to this army, not only to conſult 
with him relative to the affairs of the Province of Florida, but 
to have his affiſtance here. 

He is contident in the utility of a General Officer being 
ent to Penſacola, and from the reaſons he gives, I propoſe 
ending one from hence by the earlieſt opportunity, and to ap- 
int Colonel Prevoſt Brigadier General, in conſequence of 
yur Lordſhip's letter of the 14th of January. = 
Captain Mulcaſter having informed me that the Rebels 
hue armed cruizers between Jamaica and Penſacola, pur- 
pſely to intercept the ſupplies ſent from Europe to that gar- 
ilon, I have wrote to the Admiral commanding upon that 
ation, to requeſt his attention to the ſafe conduct of thoſe 
bips, as the loſs of even one of them might be attended with 
nite bad conſequences, 


„ of a Letter from General Sir William Howe to Lord 
George Germaine, dated at New York, the 24th of April. 
[ Received June 6. 


THOUGH no material occurrence has paſled ſince the 
parture of the Le Deſpencer Packet on the I th inſtant ; 
t, being deſirous your Lordſhip ſhould early receive the du- 
licates of my laſt ciſpatches, in caſe of an accident happen- 
2 to the originals, | ſend them by the Mercury Packet, with 
ders to ſtop at Rhode-Iſland for Lord Percy, which will 
wſe very little delay to her paſſage. 11; 25m 
Lord Cornwallis, ever watchful to take advantage of the 
temy's ſituation, ſurprized and defeated, on the 13th inft. at 
ak of day, a corps of the Rebels at Bound Brook, killed 
„ and took between 80 and qo priſoners, including officers , 
ith three braſs field pieces. The Genera} Officer com- 
unding there, very narrowly eſcaped being of the number. 
ie Joſs on our part was only three yagers, and four ſoldiers 
the light infantry ſlightly wounded. 


Aalry 


ies 


5 2 A detached corps of troops, confifting of 1800 rank and 
- an having embarked in tranſports, proceeded from hence 
eben erday, with fix field pieces, under the command of Go- 


nor Tryon, who has accepted of the rank of Major-Ge- 
al of Provincials. The deſign is to deſtroy a large maga- 
e of proviſions and military ſtor formed by the enemy at 
abury, in Connecticut. Brigadier-General Agnew and 
Eeez f Sir 


\ 
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Sir William Erſkine are upon this ſervice, the naval part c 
which is under the conduct of Captain Duncan, commande 
of his Majeſty's ſhip Eagle. It is ſuppoſed that the debark; 
tion ſhoutd be made at or near Norwalk, which is 20 mile 
to the Southward of Danbury ; and | hope to have the hono 
of reporting to your Lordſhip the ſuccets of this expedition i 
my next diſpatch. | 3 . 


I 


Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain, to General &. 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, the zd of March, 1777, 


[ Recerved May 8. J 


SIR, 
PREVIOUS to the arrival of your letter of the 20th « 
December, 1776, 1 had the ſatisfaction of receiving a d 
patch from Lieutenant General Clinton, dated Rhode [fan 
December the gth, wherein he informed me of his having ad 
quired poſſeſſion of that place, without any loſs to his M. 
jeſty's troops. | | 
' Having in my anſwer to your ſeparate letter of Novembe 
the 3oth, 1776, acknowledged the importance of the objec 
and moſt heartily approved of your ſending an expedition thin 
ther, you will conclude I was extremely happy to hear th 
an undertaking ſo agreeable to my wiſhes had met with ſuc 
ceſs anſwerable to my expectations. | tr: 
_ T read with much pleaſure your commendations of Loe 
 Cornwallis's ſervices during the campaign. And ] am to ad 
quaint you that the King very much applauds the ability a ei. 
conduct which his Lordſhip diſplayed in the cloſe puriuſiſnen 
of the enemy from Fort Lee to Trentown, and has alſo co: 
deſcended to expreſs his royal approbation of the exemplai 
ardour which was manifeſted on the march by the corps und 
his Lordſhip's command. | Ong 
It will give his Lordſhip additional ſatisfaction, when 
reflects that he has, by his bravery and the rapiditv of his me 
tions, not only ſecured. a great quantity of proviſions and fe 
rage for the uſe of his Majeſty's troops, but has been ti 
happy inſtrument of ſaving ſo Sm a tract of country irc 
the deſtruction that threatened it. =. 
The behaviour of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, in taki 
Genera] Lee, has done him infinite honor; and could n 
(as you juſtly obſerve) eſcape his Majeſty's attention. 1 ha 
it conſequently in expreſs command to ſignify, through yl 
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royal approbation, as well of the readineſs with which 
Colonel undertook the command of the detachment, as of 
addreſs and gallantry which he. ntanifeſted on that critical 
caſion. | 5 1 DE 
Every officer who diſtinguiſhes himſelf, and is the means 
advancing the glory of his Majeſty's arms, may be certain 
at his ſervices will not paſs unnoticed by his gracious 
ater, The King has accordingly approved, in the higheſt 
ums, of the conduct of Sir William Erſkine, and Major 
latland, whom you repreſent as having greatly contributed 
the ſucceſſes of the eampaign, — | 

I am, &Cc. Go. GENMAIR. 

P. S. I ſend you herewith incloſed copy of the late con- 
ntion with the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, of a treaty with 
* Margrave of Brandeburgh Anſpach, and of the ulterior 
mvention with Hanau. . 8 FARE | 


F a Letter from Lord George Germain, 10 General Sir 
William Howe, dated W hitehall, 34 of March, 1777. 
| I Received May 8. J 
8 1, | | 


YOUR letters of the 2gth of December, and 5th of Ja- 
ury laſt, have been laid before the King, and as they bear 
reference to each other I ſhall anſwer them together. 

The diſagreeable occurrence at Trenton is, I muſt own, 
atremely mortifying, and it gives me real concern that your 
iccefſes ſhould ſuffer an interruption, or have their brilli- 
icy in the leaſt tarniſhed at the cloſe of your campaign, eſ- 
cially as I fear with you, that even this affair may elate the 
emy and encourage them, notwithſtanding the pardon held 
tto them to perſevere in their rebellion. 
I will make no other obſervation on this unfortunate event, 
an merely to expreſs my hope that the other detached corps 
Hour army will be impreſſed with a conviction of the ſtiong 
ceſſity of regulatiag their ardour by diſcretion, and never 
link ſo meanly of their enemies as to permit themſelves to 
toff their guard; though the military conduct of the re- 
ls has been ſuch as muſt infallibly make them appear con- 

ptible in the eyes of a ſoldier. They ought however by 
means to pe held too cheap; for as the fame effects 
often produced by diſſimilar cauſes, that very puſillani- 
ty which prevents them from facing you in the open field, 
ay occaſionally operate like courage itſelf, and inſtigate them 
eek opportunities of attacking by ſurprize, 5 
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His Majeſty has been pleaſed to take very particular not 
of the bravery and conduct ef Lieutenant Colonel Mawhoc 
and approves the behaviour of the regiments under his co 
mand, eſpecially the 17th, fo highly commended by L 
Cornwallis. | 

The treatment which Captain Phillips met with from t 
rebels, is truly ſhocking, and juſtice demands ſome exe 
plary punifhment upon men who can fo ſhamefully ifobi 
the dictates of humanity. 

And here I muſt obſerve, that if that imprudent people, 
contempt of the gracious offers contained in the late proc] 
mation, ſhall nerf in overt acts of rebellion, they will ſo f 
aggravate their guilt as to become altogether unworthy 
any further inſtances of his Majeſty's compaiſion, and as th 
xho inſolently refuſe to accept the mercy of their Sovereig 
cannot, in the eye of impartial reaſon, have the leaſt room 
expect clemency at the hand of his ſubjects. ] fear that yo 
and Lord Howe will find it neceſſary to adopt ſuch modes « 
carryinſ on the war, that the rebels may be effectually di 
treſled, ſo that through a lively experience of loſſes and {uf 
ferings, they may be brought as ſoon as poſlible to a props 
ſenſe of their duty, and in the mean time may be intimidate 
from oppreſſing and injuring his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects. 

Jam, &c, | | GEO. GERMAN, 


Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Si 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 34 of March, 1777. 
{ Received May 8. 


IN my diſpatch of the 14th of January, tranſmitted to you 
by the packet, you were informed that his Majeſty though 
proper to defer ſending you his ſentiments on your plan fo 
the next campaign, until he was enabled to take the whol 
into his royal conſideration. 

I am now commanded to acquaint you that the King en 
tirely approves of your propoſed deviation from the plz 
which you formerly ſuggeſted, being of opinion that the rea 
ſons which have induced you to recommend this change | 
your operations are ſolid and deciſive, 


But I muſt inform you that his Majeſty is alſo of opinion ly 

| qu 

that a warm diverſion. upon the coaſts of the MafſachuſetYh 
Bay, and New Hampſhire, would not only impede the levi 


for the continental army, but tend much to the ſecurity of oui 
trade; and indeed it ſcarcely admits a doubt but that __ 
benen 
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nefits muſt inevitably reſult from ſuch an arrangement; for 
zon one hand it is ſcarcely to be expected that thoſe pro- 
nces will part with men, when their preſence muſt be 
ated for the internal defence of their own reſpective diſ- 
its; ſo on the other a ſalutary check will unavoidably be 
tto the ſucceſſes of the Rebel privateers, when we have de- 
oed or taken poſſeſſion of their ports. 

t is therefore the King's pleaſure that Lord Howe and 
u take this matter into your ſerious conſideration, ſo far as 
ur intended plan will admit. 

You may perhaps not think it wrong to employ on this ſer- 
x: fome of the Provincial troops, in conjunction with others, 
wether with a proper number of ſhips. 

Here I cannot help expreſſing the very great concern I feel 
the loſs you have had in the Heffians, and for the diſap- 
int you will have in the 3000 Germans mentioned in my 
ter of the 14th of January; for I begin to fear it will not 
poſſible to ſend you more new forces than about 820 


ſpach infantry, conſiſting of about 1280, and four compa- 
s of Hias amounting to about 400. | 

As the Earl of Suffolk has been very earneſt in his applica- 
ns to the court of Heſſe, reſpecting the recruits for the regi- 
nts of that country, and has repeatedly requeſted that they 


be duly furniſhed in proper time; and that they (toge- 
r with the others) will be ready to fail for New York, as 
nas the ſeaſon will permit, 

Tou will have received directions through the ſecretary at 
,, relative to the 7th and 26th regiments. I cannot, 
never, omit this opportunity of expreſſing my earneſt 


1 hes, that you may have paid them the compliment which 
hy 7 ſo juſtly deſerve, and have determined to keep them as 
0 re corps, eſpecially as their firmneſs and attachment to 


ir country have been particularly taken netice of by his 
zeſty, and which you will be pleaſed to let them have the 
faction of knowing. | 

he behaviour of Courtland Skinner, Eſq. is very merito- 
s. The inſtances which he has already given of his at- 
ment to government, make me to conclude that he will 
ily continue his good ſervices, and truſt that whenever 


4 en 
plz 


rea 


gel 


010" Wquility ſhall be reſtored he will be honored with an early 
uſet 1 . 
of the royal approbation and favor, | | 
Jevic PF ho 
am, AC. GkO. GERMAIN. 
Foul | 
1 P. S. 


nefit 


ſtan chaſſeurs, ditto Hanau about 400; two regiments of 


be made as complete as poſſible. I flatter myſelf they 


— 23 - —_ <-> 
> : = _ 
— = -. = 
Cur. > _ 2 
1 3 


— — 
A õũB—õðx 


2 
rx 
4 
. 
4 
TY 
7 
N 


employing ſuch of thoſe officers as brigadiers, as you ſh; 
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P. S. When I was cloſing my diſpatches, Major Dund: 
who arrived in the New Vork Packet, brought me your le 
ter of the 17th of January, I am happy to find by yy 
correſpondence, with Mr. Stuart, and the ſouthern gore 
nors, that your ideas of operations in that quarter, corte 
ſpond ſo intirely with mine, as you will have perceived by tl 
copies of my letters to Mr. Stuart, which were fent you by 
tormer conveyance, and that which I now incloſe. 


Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain, 15 Sir Willis 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 5th of March, 1777, 
¶Keceived May 8. ] 
IX, | 


1 HAVE not failed to recommend to the King the me 
fare which you propoſe in your private letter to me, of en 
ploying ſome of the Heſſian officers as brigadiers, and have t 
fatisfaction to acquaint you, that his Majefty approves of yo 


think neceſſary for the ſervice. | 
The incloſed liſt of priſoners taken by the rebels in Vi 
ginia, has been delivered to me by the Earl of Dunmore, at 
his Lordſhip reprefents their fituation to be very diſtreſſing ei 
ſome of them confined in gaols, and loaded with irons : as th 
all have commiſſions from his Lordfhip, and have ſerved u 
der his command, I cannot fuppoſe any difficulty will occ 
in exchanging them for rebel officers of the. like rank, and 
is much wiſhed that you may be able to obtain their rele: 
the firſt opportunity that offers for an exchange of priſoneſſſijo 
There are two others whoſe releaſe his Lordſhip is "4en 
anxious for, Col. Allan Mac Donald and his ſon, taken p 
ſoners in the unfortunate affairs of the Croſs Creeks 
North Carolina, and now confined at Reading in Penſy] 
nia ; their merit undoubted]y entitles them to a preference 
molt others, and I hope you will ſoon be able to effect th 
exchange. I muſt add to the lift of meritorious priſon: 
Mr. Sprowle, ſan of the late Mr. Sprowle, of Goſport, 
Virginia, the family have been very great ſufferers for th 
loyalty, and has hed their very large property entirely deſtro 
by the rebels on that account. It is not certainly known wil 
the young mon is confined, but it will give me great pleaſ 
when you diſcover him, and obtain his releaſe, if you cane 
ploy him in any fituation he is fit for that will afford him 
means of a comfortable ſupport. I am, &c. | 
/ GEO. G ERMAIN dat 


4 


d: | OO 
fit of Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir William 
you Howe, dated Whitehall, 17th March, 1777. 


Received May 8th.] 
SIR, | ; 1 
[HAVE had the honour to lay before the King the inclo- 
memorial of Governor Legge, reſpecting the Nova- Scotia 
ment of volunteers; and, as the entire diſpoſal of that 
ps is committed to you, his Majeſty commands me to ſend 
x the memorial, that if, upon enquiry, you ſhall find the 
ers or men ſuffer any hardſhips from which they ought 
de relieved, you will give the neceſſary orders for that 
roſe. I am, &c. 
Geo. GERMAIN, 


me 
= 

et | | 5 
Jolly of Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 


Germain, dated New-York, 22d May; 1777. 
[ Received 24th June. ] 

My LoRD, | 
YOUR Lordſhip's diſpatches, by Major Balfour in the 
wuſta, arrived on the 8th inſtant ; but, as the preſent con- 
ance is by a private merchant ſhip, I ſhall defer anſwerin 
m particularly until the ſailing of the packet, which will 


oc in a ſhort time. 
and In my letter of the 24th April, (No. 51) I mentioned an 
elcWbirkation of troops, detached under the command of 


yor-General Tryon, for the deſtruction of one of the 


 "emy's magazines of proviſions and ſtores, collected at 
oY nbury, in Connecticut. I have now the honor of report- 
ks 


to your Lordſhip the ſucceſs of that expedition, and to 
loſe a return of the ftores deſtroyed. 
The troops landed without oppoſition in the afternoon of 


| th 25th April, about four miles to the eaſtward of Nor- 
one, and twenty from Danbury. 

rt, ln the afternoon of the 26th, the detachment reached 
r th nbury, meeting only ſmall parties of the enemy on the 
= uch; but General Tryon having intelligence that the 


zole force of the country was collecting to take every ad- 
ntage of the ſtrong ground he was to paſs on his return to 
ſhipping, and finding it impoſſible to procure carriages 
bring off any part of the ſtores, they were effectually 
mroyed, in the execution of which the village was una- 
Idably burnt, 3 : 

Vol. XI. F£f | On 
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and that Sir Guy Carleton will be upon the lake early 


rebels, and who, upon my application, are ſent home by t 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 


On the 27th in the morning, the troops quitted Danbur 
and met with little oppoſition until they came near to Ridg 
field, which was occupied by General Arnold, who h; 
thrown up entrenchments to diſpute the paſſage, whi 
General Wooſter hung upon the rear with a ſeparate corp 
32 village was forced, and the enemy drove back on: 

des. 

General Tryon lay that night at Ridgefield, and renew 
his march on the morning of the 28th. The enemy havit 
been reinforced with troops and cannon, diſputed every a 
vantageous ſituation, keeping at the ſame time ſmaller parti 
to harraſs the rear, until the General had formed his d 
tachment upon a height within cannon-ſhot of the ſhippi 
when the enemy advancing ſeemingly with an intention 
attack him, he ordered the troops to charge with their bayo 
nets, which was executed with ſuch impetuoſity that t 
rebels were totally put to flight, and the detachment er 
barked without further moleſtation. 

The incloſed returns ſet forth the loſs ſuſtained by t 
King's troops, and that of the enemy, from the beſt inform 
tion; but 1 have the ſatisfaction to inform your Lordſhip c 
wounded officers are in the faireſt way of recovery. 

'The enemy's army in Jerſey has been encamped ſome da 
near to Bound brook. Lord Cornwallis is alſo encamped 
Brunſwick, on each ſide of the Rariton, and upon the co 
munication between that place and Amboy ; Major-Gen 
ral Vaughan's corps being encamped at the latter plac 
making uſe of the tents of laſt year, the camp equipage 
the preſent not being yet arrived. His Lordſhip has a 
thrown a bridge. over the Rariton at the town of Bru 
wick. 

By various accounts received from the neighbourhood 
Albany, there is reaſon to believe ſome advanced patt 
from the northern army have appeared at Crown Pol 


h 


June. ö 3 
The incloſed is a liſt of the French ſubjects taken at ſ 
ſuppoſed to be coming to this country to ſerve with t 


Admiral in the Succeſs. Jam, &c, 
| | W. Hows 


7 


} 


1. 1779. VV 


George Germain, dated at New-York, the 3d of June, 


J « 
777 [ Received July 10th.] 


YOUR Lordſhip's Numbers 3, 4, and 5, of the 3d of 
March, and No. 6, of the 5th following, I had the honour 
v receive by Major Balfour, on the arrival of his Majeſty's 
tip Auguſta, the 8th of May; the duplicates of which have 
rived by the Sandwich packet. The earlieſt opportunity 
rs taken, of ſignifying his Majeſty's moſt gracious appro- 
ation of the behaviour of the officers whoſe names are parti- 
ularized by your Lordſhip, 

The ws of the camp-equipage on the 24th of May, 
both for the army and provincials, has relieved me from 
nuch anxiety, being articles greatly wanted for the opening 
of the campaign, which will now immediately take place in 
ſrſey, where the enemy's principal ſtrength ſtill remains; 

d ſhall proceed, as occurrences may ariſe, according to 
de plan made known to your Lordſhip in my former diſ- 
atches. | 

The remount horſes, for the 16th and 17th dragoons, are 

mived in good order, with the loſs of ten 3 on the paſ- 
ige. The officers of the guards, and Britiſh recruits, alſo 
mved on the 24th of May ; the Anſpach troops, 432 
berman recruits, and 51 German chaſſeurs, on the 3d in- 
lant, convoyed by the Somerſet. Theſe troops appear to be 
q very good health, and have diſembarked upon Staten- 
land, to refreſh for a ſhort time. 5 
[-have the pleaſure to inform your Lordſhip of the arri- 
| of Major-General Gray in the Somerſet. 
Major Dixas; of the corps of engineers, who has his Ma- 
elty's leave to return to Britain, will have the honour of 
lvering my diſpatches to your Lordſhip, by the Halifax 
kcket ; and I preſume upon the acknowledged abilities of 
lis gentleman, and his thorough knowledge of the ſituation 
i the country, to juſtify me in referring your Lordſhip to 
im, for the moſt particular, as well as general informa- 
don. 


Copy 


Copy of a Letter from General Sir William Howe to Lord 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe t9 Lord George 
Germain, dated New-York, 5th June, 1777, 


! Eeceived 10th July.] 


My Lorr, 
_ TI HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of a cop 
of your Lordſhip's letter, of the 7th of February laſt, t. Me. 
John Stuart, Eſq. &c. of which I have forwarded a copy 
leſt the original ſhould miſcarry. The mode eſtabliſheed fo 
defraying the expences of his department, muſt certainly giv, 
Him every fatisfaction ; and your Lordſhip's obſervations o 
the molt effential ſervices to be drawn from Indian allies, and 
the manner in which they ſhould be conducted, evince you 
Lordſhip's great judgement, and attention to the moſt minut 
eircumftances relative to America. | | ton 
The incloſed letters and extracts from St. Auguſtine, wit! 
my anſwers, and laſt letter to John Stewart, Efq. accompaii i: 
nied by what is called a Falk to the ſouthern Indians, wilt 
give your Lordfhip every information. I have to communi 
date, relative to Eaſt and Weſt Florida, the great reaſon 
have to be well affured of the good inclinations of thoſe In 
dians; and the prudent conduct of the ſuperintendant make 
me conclude, that the Floridas will be protected; and thoug 
Jean conceive the borders of the eaſtern province may be ena 
little harraſſed, I cannot but ſuppoſe the colony in gener: 
© The reaſon of my drawing the part of the 14th regimen 
from St. Auguftine is, that they may be be ; an 
the fame ſtep is taken with regard to the companies ue: 
Halifax; thoſe who were here being already ſent to BritainWrco: 
55 IJ am, &c. | | g Noc 
© x 4 W. Hows, Wo 


Extrat? of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir Gu 
- Carleton, dated Whitehall, 266 March, 1777. 


Received June 5th.] | per: 

8 IR, | | . 
MY letter of the 22d of Auguſt, 1776, was entruſted Wuccc 
the care of Capt. Le Maitre, one of your Aid de Camnyſiſfnd « 
After having been three times in the Gulph of St. Lawrencyond: 
he had the mortification to find it impoſſible to make 1 
F 8 | paſſ 
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allage to Quebec, and therefore returned to England with 
y diſpatch ; which, though it was prevented by that ac- 
dent from reaching your hands in due time, I neverthelefs 
tink proper to tranſmit to to you by this, the earlieſt oppor- 
unity. 

You will be informed, by the contents thereof, that as 
on as you ſhould have driven the rebel forces from the fron- 
ters of Canada, it was his Majeſty's pleaſure that you ſhould 
urn to Quebec, and take with you ſuch part of your army, 
s, in your judgement and diſcretion, appeared ſufficient for 
the defence of the province: that you ſhould detach Lieu- 
enant-General Burgoyne, or ſuch other officer as you ſhould 
think moſt proper, with the remainder of the troops, and 
ürect the officer ſo detached to proceed with all poſſible ex- 
xdition to join General Howe, and to put himſelf under his 
ommand. 

With a view of quelling the rebellion as ſoon as poſlible, 
tis become highly neceſſary that the moſt ſpeedy junction of 
tte two armies ſhould be effected; and therefare, as the fecu- 
ity and good government of Canada abſolutely require your 
preſence there, it is the King's determination to leave about 
ooo men under your command for the defence and duties 
x that province, and to employ the remainder of your army 
won two expeditions—the one under the command of Lieu- 
rnant-General Burgoyne, who is to force his way to Al- 
Colonel St. Leger, who is to make a diverſion on the Mo- 
hawk river. X „ 
As this plan cannot be advantageouſly executed without 
tie aſſiſtance of Canadians and Indians, his Majefty ſtrongly 
recommends it to your care to furnifh both expeditions with 
rod and ſufficient bodies of thoſe men; and 1 am happy in 
mowing that your influence amongft them is ſo great, that 
dere can be no room to apprehend you will find it difficult 
b fulfil his Majeſty's expectations. | 

In order that no time may be loſt in entering upon theſe 
portant undertakings, 83 Burgoyne has received or- 
ers to ſail forthwith for Quebec; and that the intended 
perations may be maturely conſidered, and afterwards car- 
fied on in ſuch a manner as is moſt likely to be followed with 
ted Wucceſs, he is directed to conſult with you upon the ſubject, 
ampfnd to form and adjuſt the plan, as you both ſhall think moſt 


e 


rencWonducive to his Majeſty's ſervice. 
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any; and the other under the command of Lieutenant- 
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I am alſo to acquaint you, that, as ſoon as you ſhall hay& 
fvlly regulated every thing relative to theſe expeditions (ang 
the King relies upon your zeal that you will be as expedi 
tious as the nature of the buſtneſs will admit) it is hi 
Mejeſty's pleaſure that you do detain for the Canad 
ſervice | 

The 8th regiment, deducting 100 for the 2 4 

89 


to the Mohawk _— — — 
Battalion companies of the 29th and 31ſt regiments 
Battalion companies of the 34th, deducting 100 for 


expedition to the Mohawk — — 

Eleven additional companies from Great-Britain 61 - 
Detachments from the two brigades — — 30 
Detachments from the German troops — bg 
Royal Highland emigrants — — $00 


” 


You will naturally conclude that this 13 
Canada has not been made without properly weighing th 
ſeveral duties which are likely to be required. His Majeſt 
has not only conſidered the ſeveral garriſons and poſts whic 
probably it may be neceſſary for you to take, viz. Quebec 
Chaudiere, the diſaffected pariſhes of Point Levi, Montreal 
and poſts between that town and Oſwegatchie, Trois Rivierey, 
St. John's, Iſle aux Noix, La Prairie Vergere, and ſom A 
other towns upon the ſouth ſhore of St. Lawrence, oppoſit 
the iſle of Montreal, with poſts of communication to 8 
John's; but he hath alſo reflected that the ſeveral operations 
which will be carrying on in the different parts of Americ: 
mult neceſſarily confine the attention of the rebels to th 
reſpective ſcenes of action, and ſecure Canada from extern; 
attacks, and that the internal quiet, which at preſent pre 
vails, is not likely to be interrupted, or if interrupted wi 
ſoon be reſtored by your influence over the inhabitants: h 
therefore truſts that 3000 men will be quite ſufficient to an 
{wer every poſſible demand. 

It is likewiſe his Majeſty's pleaſure, that you put under ti 
command of Lieutenant- General Burgoyne 


Th 


A. 1779. Z A1- EE: 


The grenadiers and light infantry of the army 
; (except of the 8th regiment) and the 24th 8 68 
" ment as the advanced corps under the command 15 
l of Brigadier-General Fraſer 
on Wit brigade, battalion companies of the gth, of 


0 and 47th regiments, deducting a detachment of 
50 from each corps, to remain in Canada 

60 29 brigade, battalion companies of the 20th, 53d, 
and 62d regiments, deducting 50 from each corps 1194 


1194 


of to remain in Canada — — 
All the German troops except Hanau chaſſeurs and 
a detachment of 650 — — ___ 
Te artillery, except ſuch parts as ſhall be neceſſary 
* for the defence of Canada — 
5 7173 


Together with as many Canadians and Indians as may be 
bought neceſſary for this ſervice; and after having furniſhed 
im in the fulleſt and compleateſt manner with artillery, 
ſores, proviſions, and every other article neceſſary for his 
expedition, and ſecured to him every aſſiſtance which it is 
In your power to afford and procure, you are to give him 


noſt vigorous exertion of the force under his command, to 
proceed with all expedition to Albany, and put himſelf under 
the command of Sir William Howe. 

From the King's knowledge of the great preparations 
made by you laſt year to ſecure the command of the lakes, 
ad your attention to this part of the ſervice during the 
rinter, his Majeſty is led to expect that every thing will be 
rady for General Burgoyne's paſſing the lake by the 
time you and he ſhall have adjuſted the plan of the 2xpe- 
lition, 


ommand of Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger 
Detachment from the 8th regiment 100 


Together with a ſufficient number of Canadians and In- 
ans ; and after having furniſhed him with proper artillery, 
ores, proviſions, and every other neceſſary article for his 

ex- 


ders to paſs Lake Champlain, and from thence, by the 


It is the King's further pleaſure that you put under the 


Ditto from the 34th | — — 100 
dir J. Johnſon's regiment of New-York — 133 
Hanau Chaſſeurs _ — — 342 

675 


1 * 
> 8 .  —_——— a... De — EE. gd 
— — — — — P = th wat wa 
p > pr . — — 2 oy -_ 3 2 tw 


= N =_ — - 
' = \ 
== 4. - _—_ = =_ 
—ͤ—— ——— ¼ en renner 


— 
= 
— 


e Gr were: 


— — 


1 
1 
91 
fr 
of WIL 
Fit). 
A 1 N 
1 
[1 ir. 
1 
ö 2 
11 
” 4 
* 4 * 
4 U 
U 
* 
11 
1 
Fr 
A * 
» $14 - 
XL it 
11 i 
FF 
41 : 
: i bf 
2.x 
7 :BY 
. 11 
TH 
1 
i 
- "LEA 
d 
k * 
x 
þ + 
17 
& + 
* 
T 
uo 
1 
0 
7 
? 
* 
. 
| 
U 
. 
| ot 
' 1 
5 
N 
r. 
114 
1 
14 
«| 
bt 
, "TÞ | 
5 by 
22 17 
£387 14 
% 7 -— © 
9 y 
3:3 
1 4 
1 
o 
— 
"0 
3 
11 
bs . 
. * 
7 
, 1 
> == 
FY 1 
41 +! 
4 „ 
1 
. 
15 o 
— F 
1 
1 4 
* 
98 
1 
; Ar 
4 $7? 
T4; 
; ** 
1” 
+ 1 
* 
1 5 
PT. 
FE 
. 
11 
: A 
— 
1 
1 7 
— 
7 5 
4, 
34] 
13 
* 
„ 
I 
" 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
expedition, and ſecured to him every aſſiſtance in you 
power to afford and procure, you are to give him orders to 
proceed forthwith to, and down the Mohawk river, to 
Albany, and put himſelf under the command of Sir William 
Howe. © 
I ſhall write to Sir William Howe from hence by the firſt 
packet ; but you will nevertheleſs endeavour to give him thi 
earlieft intelligence of this meaſure, and alſo direct Lieu 
tenant-General Burgoyne and Lieutenant-Colonel St. Lege 
to neglect no opportunity of doing the ſame, that they ma 
receive inſtructions from Sir William Howe. You will, at 
the fame time, inform them, that until they ſhall have receivec 
orders from Sir William Howe, it is his Majeſty's pleafure 
that they act as exigencies may require, and in ſuch' manne 
as they ſhall judge moſt proper for making an impreſſion o 
the rebels, and bringing them to obedience ; but that in ſ 
doing they muſt never loſe view of their intended junction: 
with Sir William Howe as their principal object. 

In cafe Lieutenant-General Burgoyne or Lieutenant 
Colonel St. Leger ſhould happen to die, or be rendered 
through illneſs incapable of executing theſe great truſts, yo 
are to nominate to the reſpective commands ſuch officer o 
officers as you ſhall think to be beſt qualified to ſupply th 
place of thofe whom his Majeſty has, in his wiſdom, at pre 
ſent appointed to conduct thoſe expeditions. leaf 


Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General $i 
illiam Howe, dated Whitehall, 19th April, 1777. Wa 

© [ Received June 5th. th 
S.IR, . nonh, As 

I HAD the honour of laying before the King your lette unc 
of December 21ſt, 1776. | 
The meaſure which you therein recommend has been take 
into conſideration; and I am commanded to inform you 
that the execution of Captain Emerick's project was found g 
likely to be attended by ſo many difliculties, that his Majeltypecei! 
has not thought proper to give him directions for raifing W 
corps of German Chaſſeurs. I am, &c. = vlute 
Geo, GERMAIN, fu a 


Co 


Lice BD EVBATCESLW 


uy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir William 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 19th April, 1777. 
[Received g ß July.) 

SIR, „ 
THE troops had been ſo very much harraſſed in the courſe 
the laſt campaign, that I could not but wiſh, that no man- 
xuvres of the enemy might hinder them from enjoying that 
poſe in their winter- quarters which their late fatigues ren- 
kred neceſſary, and their ſervices entitled them to expect. 1 
as therefore extremely ſorry to find, by your letters of Ja- 
mary 17th and February the 12th paſt, that their quiet and 
pmfort had been in any degree interrupted ; and it gives me 
ditional concern to think, that there is a proſpect of their 
zperiencing but little intermiſſion of toil and danger before 
he opening of the next campaign, I cannot however help 
attering —_— that theſe winter-efforts of the rebels are 

ther the effects of deſpair than of courage; and that they 
e ſymptoms of weakneſs, not marks of ftrength. 

His Majeſty was well pleaſed with your correſpondence 
ith Mr. 1 You will find by my diſpatch to Sir Guy 
arleton (a copy of which was tranſmitted to you by the 
ſt packet), that he had orders to furniſh a ſufficient body 
Indians for the expedition under Lieutenant-General Bur- 
byne. And I am now to acquaint you, it is the King's 
lkaſure, that you make uſe of the friendly Indians in ſuch a 
anner as may be moſt ſerviceable in the proſecution of the 


ar, 
The provinces of Eaſt and Weſt Florida are indeed too 
iltant for you to have had it in your power to give more 
vinted directions; and a great deal muſt unavoidably be left 
the zeal and judgement of thoſe who are upon the ſpot. 
As to putting the military in each province under the com- 
and of a general officer, though the King thinks your pro- 
volition in general to be right, yet, as there are at preſent 
nly two governors reſident in the ſouthern colonies, and as 
th of them happen to be military men, of experience 
kd good abilities, his Majeſty does not ſee the immediate 
eceſſity of adopting that meaſure; if however you ſhould 
lll continue of opinion, that the ſtep you recommend is ab- 
vlutely neceſſary for the promotion of his Majeſty's ſervice, 
bu are at liberty to give proper directions on that head. 
The King is particularly pleaſed with the tender of ſervices 
Vor. Kl. © 6888 Which 


$1 


10 PARLIAMENTARY A. 17) 


which has been made by Governor Tryon ; and approves c 
your placing a corps of Provincials under his Excellency 
command. 

I have had a great deal of converſation with Major 
General Robertſon ; and as he is an officer of great expc 
rience and merit, and one whoſe continuance in Americ 
was particularly deſired by you, his Majeſty has been pleaſe, 
to order him to return thither, and continue to act under Yo 
as Major-General. | 

It has been the occaſion of great concern to me, that 
have not been able to gratify your wiſhes to the utmoſt, an 
ſend you greater reinforcements. And I am now to acquain 
you, that the deſtination of the corps of Hanau ChaſleursM: 
mentioned in my letter of the 3d March, is intended to mak 
part of the detachment ordered down the Mohawk River te 
Albany, and join your army. | 

Before this reaches you, I truſt that Colonel Grey (ap 
pointed as Major-General) will have arrived with the Somer 
ſet ; and alſo the Anſpach, and other troops, which fail 
under the convoy of that ſhip of war. 

His Majeſty, upon being informed that Sir Guy Carleto1 
had appointed four lieutenant-colonels, viz. Lieutenant 
Colonel Neſbet of the 47th. regiment, Lieutenant-Colone 
Fraſer of the 24th, Lieutenant-Colonel Powell of the 53 
regiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel Gordon of the 29th, ti 

act as brigadier-generals, was pleaſed to order me to fignif 
to Sir Guy Carleton, that thoſe officers might continue te 
act as brigadiers, until part of that army ſhould be ordered te 
Join the troops under your command; and that then thei 
rank of brigadiers muft ceafe, in order to prevent the im 
propriety of their having higher rank and pay than ſeveral « 
the lieutenant- colonels who are their ſeniors in your army. 
This command was executed in Auguſt laſt: and the KingÞ*t t 
finding that it would be very inconvenient to ſend out juniofnp 
Captains of the Guards, his Majeſty hath not been pleaſed Wt « 
comply with your requeſt on this head. [ 
Tbe French priſoners whom you ſent to Britain, undetch! 
the care of Captain J. S. Patton, of the 6th regiment, ar 
arrived ; and are to be kept as ſuch on board one of our me 
of war, until proper priſons, now preparing, are made ho. 
for their reception and ſafe cuſtody, | | 

Lieutenant-General Clinton has been honoured by hy" of 

Majeſty with a red ribband, and will ſet out forthwith foie 
C America, | : | 7 1 þ 


„ 
0 


2 


„1779. ES A © -&.$&: 
As General De Heiſter is directed to return to Europe, you 
ill, I am perſuaded, furniſh him with the earlieſt and beſt 
onveyance you can. I am, &c. | 

GEO. GERMAIN, 


5 of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir William 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 28th April, 1777. 
[ Received 5th July. ] 
SIR, 


breturn to England, I have the honour to inform you it is 
be King's pleaſure, that you give him leave; but I am or- 
kred at the ſame time to acquaint you, that his Majeſty 
ies he may not loſe his Lordſhip's ſervices during the 
mpaign. I am; &c, 

Geo. GERMAIN. 


Wy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 


tol 

nt Germain, dated New-York, 5th July, 1777. (Separate) 

one I [ Recerved 22d Auguſt, ] | 
5% My Lon, 

, tY![ HAD the honor to receive by the Somerſet, tranſmit- 


i by Mr. D*Oyly, copies of your Lorcſhip's letters to Sir. 
uy Carleton, of 26th March, and John Stuart, Eſq. of 2d 
pril; together with the ſeveral ſtates of the Anſpach corps, 
tachment of artillery, chaſſeurs, &c. 

By the Swallow packet I received your Lordſhip's letter of 
th March, incloſing a memorial from Governor Legge, re- 
ecting the loyal Nova-Scotia volunteers. 1 do not find 
at the companies of this corps now on foot can be kept 
mplete ; and, in every reſpect, they are on the ſame terms 
th other Provincials. | 

have been alſo honoured with your Lordſhip's diſ- 


th April, ſignifying his Majeſty's pleaſure, that Lord 
rey ſhould return to Britain, if his Lordſhip continued 
urous of leaving America. 
To the contents of theſe letters I ſhall pay due regard 9 
8 opportunity ; and have the honour to be with the mo 
ect reſpect, your Lordſhip's molt obedient humble ſervant, 

| W. Hows: - 
Ggg2 Copy 


Lieutenant-General Earl Percy having deſired permiſſion 


tches, No. 7, 8, and q, by the Liverpool, and letter of 
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Cofy of a Letter from the Honourable General Si Willia 
owe to Lord George Germain, dated New-York 
July 5th, 1777. 
Received 22d Auguſt.] 
My Lo Rp, | | 
HAVING eſtabliſhed a corps ſufficient for the defence o 
Amboy, the army aſſembled at Brunſwickon the 12th of Tune 
The enemy's principal force being encamped upon th 
mountain above Quibble-town, with a corps of 2000 men a 
Prince-town, it was thought adviſeable to make a movemen 
in two columns from Brunſwick on the 14th in the morning 
leaving Brigadier-General Mathew with 2000 men to guar 
that poſt. The firſt diviſion, under the command of Lor 
Cornwallis, advanced to Hillſborough, and the ſecond t 
Middle Buſh, under the command of Lieutenant-General D 
Heiſter, with a view of drawing on an action, if the enem 
ſhould remove from the mountain towards the Delaware 
but, on finding their intention to keep a poſition which 
would not have been prudent to attack, I determined, wi 
out loſs of time, to purſue the principal objects of the ca 
paign, by withdrawing the army from Jerſey ; and, in cor 
ſequence of this determination, returned to the camp 

Brunſwick on the 19th, and marched from thence to Amb 
on the 22d, intending to croſs to Staten-Iſland, from when 
the embarkation was to take place. | 

Upon quitting the camp at Brunſwick, the enemy brougi 

a few-troops forward, with two or three pieces of canno 
which they fired at the utmoſt range, without the leaſt exect 
tion, or any return from us: they alſo puſhed fome bat 
lions into the woods, to harraſs the rear where Lord Cor 
wallis commanded, who foon diſperſed them, with the le 
of only two men killed, and thirteen wounded ; the enen 
having nine killed, and about thirty wounded. 

The neceflary preparations being finiſhed for croſſing t 
troops to Staten-Iſland, intelligence was received, that 
enemy had moved down from the mountain, and taken poſt 
 Quibble-town, intending, as it was given out, to attack t 
rear'of the army removing from Amboy ; that two corps 
alſo advanced to their leftone of 3000 men, and eig y, 
pieces of cannon, under the command of Lord Stirling, Offlers, 

nerals Maxwell and Conway; the laft ſaid to be a CaptWuec 


1779. rn 

the French ſervice—the other corps conſiſted of about 700 
n, with only one piece of cannon. | 

ln this ſituation of the enemy, it was judged adviſable to 
ke a movement that might lead on to an attack, which 
s done the 26th in the morning, in two columns; the 
wht, under the command of Lord Cornwallis, with Major- 
eral Grant, Brigadiers Matthew and Leſlie, and Colonel 
onop, took the route by W oodbridge towards Scotch Plains; 
e left column, where I was, with Major-Generals Sterne, 
wghan, and Grey, Brigadiers Cleaveland and Agnew; 
arched by Metuchin Meeting-houſe, to join the rear of the 
bht column in the road from thence to Scotch Plains, in- 
nding to have taken ſeparate routes about two miles after the 
nation, in order to have attacked the left flank at Quibble- 
wn. Four battalions were detached in the morning, with 
x pieces of cannon, to take poſt at Bonham- town. 

The right column, having fallen in with the aforemen- 
med corps of 700 men ſoon after paſſing Woodbridge, gave 
e alarm, by the firing that enſued, to their main army at 
ibble-town, which retired to the mountain with the utmoſt 
cipitation., The ſmall corps was cloſely puſhed by the 
ht troops, and with difficulty got off their pieces of 
nor. 

Lord Cornwallis, ſoon after he was upon the road leading 
Scotch Plains from Metuchin Meeting-houſe, came up 
th the corps commanded by Lord Stirling, who he found 
dvantageouſly poſted in a country much covered with wood, 
nd his artillery well diſpoſed. The King's troops, vying 
ith each other upon this occaſion, preſſed forward to ,ſuch 
boſe action, that the enemy, though inclined to reſiſt, could 
vt long maintain their ground againſt ſo great impetuoſity, 
ut were diſperſed on all fides, leaving behind three pieces of 
maſs ordnance, three Captains and 60 men killed, and up- 


Wards of 200 officers and men wounded and taken. 


His Lordfhip had five men killed, and 30 wounded. Cap- 
hin Finch, of the light company of the guards, was the only 
cer who ſuffered ; and, to my great concern, the wound 
e received proving mortal, he died the 2gth of June at 
mboy. | ; | 
The troops engaged in this action were the 3ſt light infan- 


, 1ſt Britiſh grenadiers, iſt, 2d, and 2d Heſſian grena- 


lers, ift battalion of guards, Heſſian chaſſeurs, and the 


een's rangers. I take the liberty of particulariſing theſe 


corps, 
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PAREIAMENTARY A. 1176 
corps; as Lord Cornwallis, in his report to me, fo highl 
extols their merit and ardour upon this attack. One piece 
of cannon was taken by the guards, the other two by C 
lonel Mingerode's battalion of Heſſian grenadiers. 

The enemy were purſued as far as Weſtheld with littl 
effect, the day proving ſo intenſely hot, that the ſol 
diers could with difficulty continue their march thither: | 
the mean time, 1t gave opportunity for thoſe flying to eſcape 
by ſkulking in the thick woods, until night favoured the 
retreat to the mountain. 

The army lay that night at Weſtfield, returned the nex 
day to Raway, and the day following to Amboy. On th 
20th, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, the troops began t 
croſs over to Staten-Iſland; and the rear-guard, under th 
command of Lord Cornwallis, paſſed at two in the afternoon 
without the leaſt appearance of an enemy. | 

The embarkation of the troops is proceeding with the ut 
moſt diſpatch ; and I ſhall have the honour of ſending you 
Lordſhip further information, as ſoon as the troops ar 
landed at the place of their deſtination. 

With the moſt perfect reſpect I have the honour to be you 
Lordſhip's moſt faithful and moſt obedient ſervant, 

| Wi. Hows. 


Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Ted Georot 
| Germain, dated New-York, 6th July, 1777. 


[Received 22d Auguſt.] 
My Lox, 


THAT the officers of the Guards lately relieved may be ' 


accommodated on their return to Britain in the beſt mannet 


our preſent ſituation will afford, I have applied to tha 


Admiral particularly for the Lady Gage tranſport, as 
well-armed ſhip, and in every reſpect fitted for their recep 
tion. 28 | | 

F have likewiſe requeſted that, after performing her voyage 


ſhe may proceed to Guernſey and Madeira to take in a cargalih 


of wine and other refreſhments for the uſe of the army; | 
conſequence whereof the Admiral has wrote to the Secretary 
of the Admiralty, and favored me with a copy of his letter 


which I take the liberty to tranſmit to your Lordſhip, with 


my earneſt requeſt that you will be pleaſed to facilitate * 
b WILKS 


1779. C A&A FE -S. 


iſhes in ſuch manner as as may be found neceſſary, leſt the 
my ſhould be diſappointed in the expected ſupply, 
I have the honor to be 
Your Lordſhip's moſt faithful 
And moſt obedient ſervant, 


W. Howe, 


ra? of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated New-York, 7th July, 1777. 
[ Received 22d Augult.] 
IT is with much concern I ſee by your Lordſhip's diſ- 
ches, No. 8 and 9, that it has been found inexpedient to 
mply with my requiſition for the arrangement of the ſenior 
eutenant-Colonels of the line to command brigades, and 
that for Captain Emerick's corps of Chaſſeurs, whoſe 
in I own I had not thoroughly inveſtigated, taking for 
anted, if found practicable, that it would have been ap- 
oved. It was my intention to have had the corps on foot, 
ugh I find he propoſed to your Lordſhip to have had a 


walry. The corps of diſmounted dragoons under Lieu- 


nant-Colonel White would have contributed much to the 
zngth of the army, which, with the loſs of the Hanau 
ps, increaſes the difappointment. 

In conſequence of the King's pleaſure, communicated to 


by your Lordſhip, it is ſome time ſince I appointed Bri- | 


ier Prevoſt to the province of Eaft and Weſt Florida. 

beg leave to obſerve, upon the order given to General 
ugoyne for diſcontinuing the junior Lieutenant-Colonels 
brigadiers, that it ſeems only intended to take place when 
wo armies abſolutely join, which I de not ſuppoſe can 
pen this campaign, as I apprehend General Burgoyne 
WW! find full employment for his army againſt that of the 
Ws oppoſed to him. The diſagreeable taſł of ſending an 
ler for their diſcontinuing to ſerve with the rank of Bri- 
lers when under my command, muſt then remain with 


[am further to obferve to your Lordſhip, that the war is 
W upon a far different ſcale with reſpect to'the increaſed 
wers and ſtrength of the enemy, than it was laſt campaign, 
ir officers being now much better, with'the addition of 
tral from the French fervice, and a very reſpectable train 
held artillery, An officer of the 711t regiment, 1 
e | N ä rive 
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. Curity of this place and Rhode-Iſland, excluſive of the Pr 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 7 


arrived from Boſton, declares he ſaw fifty pieces of bra 
cannon landed there a ſhort time before he came from thence 
and the army in Jerſey has had for ſome time paſt forty piec 
of braſs ordnance. I muſt therefore urge the completing tl 
Britiſh regiments here with draughts and good Britiſh recruit 
or we ſhall ſoon lofe our conſequence by the current caſu; 
ties of a campaign, excluſive of a general action. 

A corps of Ruſſians, of 10, ooo effective fighting men, 
think, would enſure the ſucceſs of the war to Great-Brita 
in another campaign; but if they are not to be had, and 
ſhould ſucceed in the poſſeſſion of Penſylvania, the Jerſie 
and this province, in the courſe of this campaign, t 
draught of troops for the preſervation of them in the next w 
be great, at the ſame time that a conſiderable force will 
requiſite for the reduction of the northern provinces, where 
three armies ſhould be employed to make it effectual. Ino 
preſent ſtate 20 regular battalions are employed for the 


vincials, which laſt amount to about 3000 men. 

Being at a loſs to furniſh accoutrements for the Provincia 
I beg leave to propoſe 4000 ſets of tanned leather belts, wi 
light pouches, to be ſent from Europe for them, 
Sir Henry Clinton arrived here the 5th inſtant, and 
this poſt is of the utmoſt importance, he will remain 
New-York with the command of twenty-two battalio 
diſpoſed according to the incloſed return. The inſtructic 
J have taken the Liberty of leaying with Sir H. Clinton? 
to be upon the defenſive, with power to act otherwiſe 3 
cording to concurrent circumſtances, without loſing ſight 
the principal object, in the ſecurity of this place, whic 
hope may be approved. TO 

Lieutenant-Colonel Paterſon having ſerved in the il 
portant office of Adjutant-General to this army with mu... 
credit to himſelf, and with infinite ſatisfaction to me, 1 
leave to ſolicit your Lordſhip to lay his ſervices before t 
King, with my moſt humble requeſt that his Majeſty wo 
be graciouſly pleaſed to honor him with the rank of Cola 
in the army. He ſtands very high in the liſt, and has Had! 
preſent rank fourteen years. | 
The duplicates of my preſent diſpatches go by the Nig 
im. gs which ſhip is appointed to carry — ., Heilt 
and to convey ſome of the foreign officers returning 
tranſports, the relieved officers. of the guards, ſome offi 
pf the line, and a number of invalids, 


bg. EEE AT ER: | 


My laſt advices from Sir Guy Carleton and General 
rgoyne were received the 28th of June, in letters from 
em dated the 14th and 16th of May. They do not contain 
thing more material than that the artillery ſtores deſigned 
r the northern ſervice, together with a reinforcement for 
at corps, and the victuallers from Cork, had not then arrived. 
eutenant-General Burgoyne was to proceed the 14th of 
ay for Montreal, to expedite meaſures for his operations, 
to exert every faculty in his power to carry them into 
xedy execution. | 


by of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George Ger- 
main, dated New-York, 15th July, 1777. 
[Received 22d Auguſt] 


My Lorn, © 
SINCE cloſing my laſt diſpatch, I have received advices 
om Weſt and Eaſt Florida. 
Mr. Stuart's two letters, copies of which I have the honour 
ſend your Lordſhip incloſed, and the reſult of a conference 
veen the governor, ſuperintendent, and commanding 
cer, will, without troubling your Lordſhip with other 
pers, ſufficiently ſhew, that the diſpoſition of the ſouthern 
dians is not ſo favourable as there was reaſon to believe 
m former accounts. tranſmitted of them. | 
From various informations, I am perſuaded, that an in- 
dicious grant of licences to traders of bad diſpoſitions, and 
 over-ſupply of ſpirits, have, by debauching the principles 
the Indians, and keeping them in a ſtate of perpetual 
nkenneſs, greatly contributed to the defection, or luke- 
nneſs, complained of ; and, in this idea, I have wrote 
ſtrong terms to the governor, ſuperintendent, and com- 
anding officer. The copies of my letters, ſent incloſed, 
ll convey to your Lordſhip every thing I have to commu- 
ite relative to the concerns of that provin ge. 
In Eaſt Florida, they have had their diſtreſſes and appre- 
nſions; but the activity of the Governor and Brigadier- 
' Weneral Prevoſt, added to the execution of Major Prevoſt, 
e, I hope, by repulſing the advanced corps of the rebels, 
o were detached for the invaſion of the proyince, and by 
at means frightening the whole armament into a retreat, 
ttored Eaſt Florida to a ſtate of ſecurity,” at leaſt for the 
nmer- months. Brigadier-General Preyoft having ſent mg 
Lol. XI. 8 bk extracts 


mg 


for the Indians on board, and carried into Charles-town, is 


- Armſtrong, lately arrived here with Indian goods, ordnance 
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s from Major Prevoſt's letters to him while upo 

this ſervice, J have the honour to ſend a copy of them in 
- The capture of a brig, the Apalachola, having preſent 


circumſtance much regretted ; but the Springfield, Captai 


and other ſtores, will, I hope, relieve all their wants i 
this, and ſome other reſpects. She ſails from hence unde 
good convoy. | | 
Various accounts have been lately brought from the no 
thern part of this province, in regard to the army fro 
Canada; and I have this day had the ſatisfaction to receive 
Jetter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, with a confirm: 
tion of his being before Ticonderoga; a copy of which yo 
Lordſhip has incloſed. Intelligence, otherwiſe receive 
Jeaves no room to doubt his being in poſſeſſion; but it doe 
not come from authority ſo certain, as to juſtify me in a pc 
ſitive declaration of the fact. f cg | TH 

I am extremely concerned, my Lord, to cloſe this lette 
with a cireumſtance as diſtreſſing as it was unexpected. A 
expreſs is juft arrived from Rhode-Ifland with intelligenct 
that a ſmall. party of the rebels made a deſcent there on t 
night of the 1oth inſtant, ſurpriſed Major-General Preſcot i 
his quarters, carried him off, and Lieutenant Barrington 
the 7th regiment,- with ſuch diſpatch and ſecrecy as Mie 
fruſtrate every attempt to reſcue them. For your Lordſhip 
more particular information, I incloſe a copy of Brigadic 
General Smyth's letter to me on this unlucky accident; ant 
in conſequence thereof, - Major-General Pigot ;/ is ordered t 
fake the command at Rhode-Ifland. I am, &c. Pte 
e PT Fo ec W. How, 


Co | of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord Georg 


Germain, dated New-York, July 16th, 1777. (Private.) V. 4 

8 I Keceived 22d Naga f ; | _ U 
My Lonp, . „ 4” | 

. + BY the movement of the enemy's army in Jerſey towarg 8 

King's-Ferry, upon the North river, fince the embarkatiohfl A! 

of his Majeſty's troops from Staten Iſland, he ſeems to poi ac] 

at preventing-a junction between this and the northern armud f. 


Which will no further affect my proceeding to er the 


han to make a ſmall change in the diſtribution of the 
For if the enemy ſhould croſs the North river before I 
il from hence, or ſhould approach it ſo near as to give me 
proſpect of reaching Philadelphia before him, I ſhall, in 
ther caſe, ſtrengthen Sir Henry Clinton ſtill more. than 
the reſerve which is already ordered to remain here in ad- 
tion to the troops, mentioned in the return; under Sic 
ſenry Clinton's command. He will then have ſufficient 
ce to act on the defenſive againſt the whole rebel army 
ut as theſe additional troops will not be wanted here, if 
neral Waſhington ſhould march to the. defence of Pen- 
wania, I ſball, in ſuch event, order them to join me in 
at province. The enemy's movements taking this turn, L 
wprehend General Burgoyne will meet with little inter- 
ption, . otherwiſe. than the difficulties he muſt encounter 
tranſporting ſtores and proviſions for, the ſupply of his 


On the other hand, if General Waſhington ſhould march 
th a determination to force General Burgoyne, the ftrength 
General Burgoyne's army is ſuch as to, leave me no room 
dread the event: but if Mr. Waſhington's intentions 
puld be only to retard the approach of General Burgoyne 
Albany, he may ſoon find himſelf expoſed to an attack 
m this quarter, and from General Burgoyne, at the fame 
be; from both which, I flatter myſelf; he would find it 
44 | 5 

Under theſe circumſtances I propoſe going up the De- 

an 


dien rare, in order to be nearer this place ſhould be by 
ani ting the courſe of Cheſapeak Bay, which I once intended, 
ed preferred to that of the Delaware, provided the enemy 


d diſcovered a diſpoſition to defend Penſylvania. 
I have the honor to be, &c, | 
W. Howe. 


0 of a Letter from Lerd George Germain to General Sir 
illiam Howe, dated Whitehall, 18th May, 1777. 


[ Received 16th Auguft. ] 


SIR, 99 — 
AM favoured with your letter of the rt April, wherein 
acknowledge the receipt of the ſeveral diſpatches which 
od forwarded: to you by the Halifax and Mercury packets, 


Hhh 2 | A 


* 


the Thames frigate. 


00 


your force to be as ſuitable to the operations of the enſui 


— 


NN A Nx A. 1779 
As the capture or deſtruction of ſtores and proviſion 
muſt greatly add to the diſtreſs of the rebels, and impede 
their projected operations, it gave the King much ſatisfac 
tion to hear of the ſucceſs that his Majeſty's troops had me 
with at Peck's Kill; and his Majeſty was pleaſed to expre 
his entire approbation, not only of the zeal and judgmen 
which you manifeſted in planning the expedition, but al 
of the alacrity and punctuality with which Lieutenant 
Colonel Bird executed your orders. I am, &c. 
| | Gro, GERmaiw, 


illiam Howe, dated Whitehall, May 18, 1777. 
Received 16th Auguſt. ] 


Copy A a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Si 


STR, 
YOUR ſecret letter of April 2d, together with its tu 
incloſures, are received; and 1 have had the honour e 
laying them before his Majeſty. 

I hope that the augmentation, which you will receive t 
your artillery, will be found ſufficient. to anſwer your de 
mands ; but if it ſhould fall ſhort, you will be in fo 
degree reconciled to your diſappointment in not having yo 
requiſition complied with, when you recolle& that there 
but one Battalion of the Regiment of. Artillery in Greal | 
Britain; and are alſo informed that, at the time the abo ber 
mentioned augmentation ſailed from Europe, we had not 
ſopde matroſs left in the iſland. | E 
I cannot but hope that the dragoons, with which you ha 
been furniſhed, will be more than ſufficient to ſupply tl 


deficiencies ; and ſo little doubt was entertained of yo! 3 
progreſs in the country, and of your being thereby enabl wr 
to procure horſes, that 1 neither did, nor can apprehend al.” 
material inconvenience to be likely to ariſe from my inabil iy 
to ſend you the requeſted ſupply. 2 cc 
. As you muſt, from your fituation and military {kil], be C 
competent judge of the propriety of every plan, his Maj ger 
does not heſitate to approve the alterations which you pt Jou 
poſe; truſting, however, that whatever you may medita kur 
it will be executed in time for you to co-operate with I 
army ordered to proceed from Canada, and put itſelf und .- 


your command. 9 85 
I uam extremely concerned to find that you do not imag 


c 


-. * 


t779- D124 Tit &-- 
umpaign, as you confeſs it was to thoſe of the laſt: m 
neern is, however, in a great degree diminiſhed by the 
ptelligence which we daily receive of the rebels finding the 
moſt difficulty in raiſing an army to. face his Majeſty's 
wops. 1 TR] = 

And whether I confine my attention to the ſuppoſed weak- 
jeſs of the enemy, or reflect upon the proof which you have 
given of your impatience to begin the campaign, by the 
arly expedition to Peck's Kill, I freely confeſs. that I am 
yt under any apprehenſion that the execution of your plans 
jill be leſs ſpeedy than I expected. P 

If we may credit the accounts which arrive from. all 
quarters, relative to the good inclinations of the, inhabitants, 
there is every reaſon to expect that your ſucceſs in Penſylvania 
mill enable you to raiſe from among them ſuch a force as 
nay be ſufficient for the interior defence of the province, and 
kave the army at liberty to proceed to offenſive operations. 

I will not enter into a particular conſideration of the ad 
rantages which may be expected from a ſucceſsful execution 
of your preſent plan, but content. myſelf with ius in 
general, that the information which I have received of the 
liſpoſition of the people, and the high opinion which I en- 
ertain of your abilities, inſpire me with no ſmall degree of 
hope * this campaign will put an end to the unhappy 
conte it. - 


teen paid to his demand; and though the number of ſhips be 
fewer than he requeſted, I truſt that the force will, be equal 
to his expectations, and that he will, upon their arrival, be 
able to afford ou every neceſſary aſſiſtance. TEE 

You will, I am confident, exert your utmoſt endeavours 
to induce Mr, Waſhington to adhere to the terms of the 
wreement reſpecting the priſoners; and if he ſhall continue 
to diſregard your remonſtrances, you will eafily deviſe the 
means of convincing him of the impropriety of ſo diſhonorable 
conduct. 1 
Colonel Campbell's abilities are ſuch, that J ſincerely la- 
5 ment that he is compelled to remain inactive; and I have no 
"i doubt that you have done every thing in your power to pro- 

cure his releaſe. No > | 

I have the pleaſure to acquaint. you, that his Majeſty 
entirely approves of your letter to Sir Guy Carleton, | 
n | „all! lam, &c. 5 | #7 ha 
3 | £125 21 Sc. GERMAITx. 
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Copy f a Letter from Lint 3 Germain to Sir Willi 1 
18 dated Whitehall, 20th May, 1777. (Separate). 
[ Received 16th Auguſt.] 


1 fend — an extra from Governor Da g 3 _ N 
of the ago of April laſt, which I have had the honour o * 
laying before the King; and his Majeſty has directed me to in 
form you that he has no objection to the govertior's having 
the rank of Major General in caſe you ſhould ſee no impro 
priety in it; but at the ſame time is pleaſed to leave the de 
termination of that point entirely to your judgment. 

I am, &c. GEO. GERMAIN. 


28222 


Extratr of a Letter From Sir William hb to | Ted eorge 
Germain, dated Camp at the Head of Elk River, Maryland Ml 7 


5 Auguſt, 1777. 
of Received 2877 October. ] | C 


1 tels 5 1 7 45 . 

ms Majefty's gracious approbation of the conduct of Lien + 
tenant Colonel Bird and the troops under his command att 
Peek 's Hill has been received by them with the moſt dutifu 
reſpect. 
Tour Lordſhip has been pleaſed. wo f gnify that my Ans 
tions in the plan of this campaign have been approved by the 
King ; but that his Majeſty truſts the operations of the armyſſhq 
intended for the recovery of the province of Pennſilvania willi o. 
de finiſhed in time for me to co-operate with the northermi e u 
army. It is with. much concern I am to anſwer, that I cannot or 
Batter myſelf I ſhall be able to act up to the King's expectation ip th 
In this particular, as my progreſs, independent of oppoſitionWne 
home the 1 s principal army, muſt be greatly impeded bye 

diſpoſuion of the inhabitants. who, I am ſorry T1 

to ke rc rs, em. e ;Excepting a few individuals, ſtronglyMe f. 
in enmity againſt us, many having taken up arms, and by far ut 
the greater namber deſerted their dwellings, driving off at the th 
ſame time their ſtock of cattle and horſes. Th 

Your Lordſhip takes notice of my acknowledgment that thi ne 
troops I had laſt datt al were ſuitable to the operation. ei 
They were no doubt adequate to act againſt the rebel force at iti 
New York, having then go conqueſts to guard; but in theMute 


preſent al. 


„„ ĩ EE 


ſent extended ſituation of the King's ſouthern arthy, an 
ditional ſtrength, and ſuch a one as Ehad the honour of pro- 
ſing, I conceive to have been neceſſary for bringing the war 
jaconcluſion this campaign, which I have not the {malleft 
pe of effecting with my preſent force. At the ſame time 
ur Lordſhip may be aſſured that no means will be wanting 
the part of the generals and other officers and ſoldiers of 
is army to obtain lo deſirable : an end. | i 


ya Letter from the Honourable Sir William Howe fo Lord 
George Germain, dated Camp at the Head of Elk River, 
in. zoth Avguſt, 1777. 

[Received 28th October. [ 


My Los, 

TH duplicates of your Lordſhip' 8 diſpatches, No 10, 11, 
# 12, with the Original, No 13, I had the honour to re- 
fre on the 16th inſtant by the Eagle Packet. | 

ſy laſt diſpatches adviſed your Lordſhip of the embarka- 
in of the army at Staten Ifland, from whence the fleet failed 

be 23d of July, and arrived off of the Capes of Delaware 
the 3oth following; when, from information, I judged it 
lt adviſeable to proceed to Cheſapeak Bay; but meeting 
th conſtant unfavourable winds, we did not enter the bay 
nil the 16th inſtant ; from which time the winds proving 
the fleet arrived at the mouth of the Elk River on the 
ad, through a very difficult navigation; and the army land- 


ion the 25th at Elk Ferry, the enemy's ay being then in 


* neighbourhood of Philadelphia. 

On the 28th'a corps of the army marched from the fo 
this place, by the weſt ſide of the river, leaving Lieutenant 
eral Knyphauſen with three brigades i in thar camp, and one 


0) WMrade on the communication. 


The corps commanded by General Koyphanſen will eroſa 


e ferry to Cecil Court-houſe to morrow, and is to form a 


action with this on the 3d next enfuing, about eight miles 
this ſide of Chriſtian- -bridge. 

The enemy's army is at this time encamped betind Brandy- 

ne Creek, with an advanced corps on White-clay Creek; 
ir force confiſts of about fifteen thouſand men, including 

litiz ; nevertheleſs, I am of opinion, it will be a difficult 
iter to bring them to a general — eve though it 
_ be in the defence of Philadelphia. | 1 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 170 


As I have not heard from General Burgoyne ſince my la 
advices to your Lordſhip, I cannot preſume to ſay what credi 
is to be given to the ſucceſſes of the rebels in that quarte 
mentioned in the incloſed news-paper ; but as their accoun 
of ſucceſſes are in general much exaggerated, I am hopeful 
even ſhould theirs be true, that he will not be prevented fron 


purſuing the advantages he has already gained with ſo mucl 


honour to himſelf. 


I have the honour to be your Lordſhip's moſt faithful an 


obedient ſervant, 
| | | W. Hows, 


P. 8. The incloſed Declaration I have publiſhed to endeavay 
to quiet the minds of the people at large in Pennſilvani 
and the counties to which it has relation, led aſtray b 
the leaders in rebellion, as well as with an intent to dif 
unite their army. A Counter Proclamation is alſo read 

to iſſue when expedient. 


Extract from the Maryland Journal of 26th Auguſt, 1777 
[1 Sir William Howe's Letter of 30th Auguſt, 177. 


Philadelphia, Auguſt, 22d. 

By an Expreſs arrived laſt Evening from General Schuyler 
Congreſs we have the following important Intelligence. 
Van Schaik's Iſland in the mouth of the Mohawk River, Aug 

1816, 1777. 

n 

I have the honour to congratulate Congreſs on a ſignal vid 
tory obtained by General Stark, an account whereof is co! 
tained in the following letter from GeneralLincoln, which 
have this moment had the happineſs to receive, together wi 
General Burgoyne's inſtructions to Lieutenant Bun, cop 
whereof is incloſed. 


* | Bennington, Auguſt 187%, 17772. 


+ "DEAR GENERAL, - | ar 

ITE late ſignal ſucceſs of a body of about 2000 troof 
moſtly militia, under the command of Brigadier Gene 
Stark in this part of the country, on the 16th inſtant, over 
party of about 1 5 of the enemy, who came out with 
manifeſt deſign to poſſeſs themſelves af this town, - as. 
1 app 
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pear by the incloſed, is an event happy-and' imm portant. Our 
troops behaved in a very brave and heroic manner; they pur- 
fed the enemy from one work to another thrown ap on ad- 
natageous ground, and from different poſts, with ſpirit and 
brtitude until they gained a complete victory over them. 

The following is the beſt liſt I have been able to obtain of 
he priſoners, their killed, and wounded ; viz.” '' 

One lieutenant colonel, 1 major, 5 captains, 12 Heute- 
tants, 4 enſigns, 2 cornets, 1 judge advocate, 1 baron, 2 
(znadian officers, and 3 ſurgeons; 37 Britiſh ſoldiers, 398 
lleſſians, 38 Canadians, and 151 tories taken; the number 
f wounded fallen into our hands, exeluſive of the — 
re about 80. % Eu 

The number of their Nain' has not yet been aſoertelgad as 
hey fought on the retreat for ſeveral miles in a wood ; but 
ippoſed to be about 200. Their artillery which conſi lied of 
braſs field- pieces, with a confidetable quantit ity'of baggage, 
tewiſe fell into our hands. We have heard nothing of Bur- 
ne or his army for theſe two days paſt. The prifoners are 
at into the ſtate of Maſſachuſet's "Bay: except the tortes; 
hall wait your directions reſpecting them, as molt of them de- 
ing to rhe ſtate of New York. e UI 61) 

1 am, dear general, with regard and eſteem, your very 

Iumble ade | | B. „ ; 

B. We had about 20 or 30 ill in the action, gry * 
© haps go wound. 8 
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5 of Ordivs 1 Lieutinant General Burgoyne to Lieutenant 
Clonel-Bun, dated near Camp at Saratoga, Auguſt 1478, 


1777. 


SIR, | i ; | qo rye nog S A 
THE accounts you have gen me are very farisfaQtory, and 
doubt not every proceeding under your direction will be the 
ne, 
beg the favour of you to report deter the route you 
ve marched be practicable for a large corps with cannon, 
thout repair or with what ſort of repair. 

The deſirable circumſtance at preſent is to poſſeſs Benning- 
; but ſhould you find the enemy too ſtrongly poſted and 
intaining ſuch a countenance as would make a Coup de 
in too hazardous, I wiſh you to _ fuch a poſt as you can 
Jer. XI. 1 i | maintain 
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maintain till you hear further from me; and upon your re. 1 
port and other recen 1 will either ſupport ton m org bwe! 
or withdraw. you. 111705 on th 
; Will: you, pleaſe to ſend-to-my campas ſoon as you can, wag ler 
gons and draft cattle, and likewiſe ſuch other cattle as are not oy 
neceſſary for your ſubſiſtance; let the waggons and carts bring Ne 
off what flour and wheat they can, that vou do not retai the p 
for the ſame. purpoſe. I will write to you in full to. morrow nged 
in regard to purchaſmg horſes out. of the hands of the ſavages don 
in the mean time let them be aſſured that whateyer you ſele the p. 
from, them fit. to mount the Dragoons, ſhall be paid for at : gec 
proper price I have the: honcur to be with great eſteem hab 
Ter! &c. milty 
26 Senigtrosie need 20 Tn BYRGONN Ba; iourenant gener ure! 
wt; ; BOOT? 5 101 : thei 

Gm Bond 3X DK, = 

13 AM i hopes that Oongreſs will very ſoon 1 = ſatiſ tbly a 
tion, to learn that General Arnold has raiſed: the ſiege of Cor 
Fort Schuyler ; if that takes place I believe it will be poſſibl I 
to engage two or three hundred Indians to join this army, and ling 

Congrels; may reſt aſſured that my beſt endeayours ſhall not bal the: 
wanting to accompliſh it. 110 niſe a 

Lam informed that General Gates arrived at e yeſ den, 
terdayx. ny d. 
Major 3 one of my Aids, will have the honour tq M hich 
deliyer you this diſpaten. contin 
I am, Sir, with every ſeatiment of reſpect, your moſt obe Give 
dient humble ſervant, 7th d 

PHILIP * 
— Publiſhed by orgler; 1 the Congreſs 5 B 


St) ah a . Haxecex, Preſident. 


— 


* Pug 2 Sir William Howe, X. B. Gener al and Cm ly of 
, in Chiefs Sc. Cc. Oc. | 


D £ 2 c L A R A T © N 
Sir William Hewe, regretting the calamities to which man 
of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects are till expoſed by the conti 
nuance of the rebellion, and no leſs deſirous of protecting th 
innocent, than determined to purſue with the rigours of wa 
- all-thoſe whom his Majeſty's forces, in the courſe of their pre 
greſs, may find in arms againſt the King, doth hereby alſurh;. 


w_ 5 28 abe af 5 "_ of e, thcoawz 
445 4 „ -- Jowe 
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bwer counties on Delaware, and the counties' of Maryland 
on the eaſtern ſhore of Cheſapeak Bay, that in order to re- 
move any groundleſs apprehenſions which may have been raiſed 
of their ſuffering by depredations of the army under his com- 
nand, he hath iſſued the ſtricteſt orders to the troops for 
the preſervation of regularity and good diſcipline, and has fig- 
tified that the moſt exemplary - puniſhment ſhall be inflicted 
won thoſe who ſhall dare to plunder the property, or moleſt 
be perſons, of any of his Majeſty's well-diſpoſed ſubjects. 

Security and protection are likewiſe extended to all perſons 
chabitants of the province and counties aforeſaid, who, not 
wilty of having aſſumed legiſlative or judicial authority, *. 
have acted illegally in ſubordinate ſtations, and, conſcious 
their miſeonduct, been induced to leave their dwellings 3 
provided ſuch perſons do forthwith return, and remain peace. 
tbly at their uſual places of abode, 1 

Conſidering moreover, that many officers and private meñ; 
ww actually in arms againſt his Majeſty, may be willing to 
relinquiſh the part they have taken in this rebellion, and return 
b their due allegiance, Sir William Howe doth therefore pro- 
niſe a free and general pardon to all ſuch officers and private 
ben, as ſhall voluntarily come and ſurrender themſelves to 
my detachment of his Majeſty's forces, before the day on 
which it ſhall be notified that the ſaid "indulgence is to o be dif- 


continued, | 
Given under my hand, at head quarters of the army, the 


th day of Auguſt 1777. 
W. HowE, 


By his Excellency", s command, 
RoBERT MACKENZ1E, See, 


7 
* 


/) of 4 Letter from Lord George Germain 70 Genttgl Sif 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 20th June 1777. 
I [Received 7th. October. © BY 

R; | 

Tre. Mercuty Packet brought me your 1er of Api 

4th; together with the Duplicates of your-laft ule 

Ae every ſuecefs, eſpecially at the qpening of a campaign, has 


lt effect upon an enemy, tending to depreſs their ſpirits, And 
vereate an- idea of the ſuperiority of their opponents ; it 925 


Ws Majeſty murh pleaſure to heat of ihe, advantage w ich 
rawalls gained over the Rebels at B Gan B88, 4 0s fi 
rely congratulate you upon the relief neh it 

70 
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On the. 3d of September, Major General Grant with fix 
ttalions remaining at the head of Elk to preſerve the com- 
nication with the fleet, the two columns joined at Pen- 
dder, lying four miles to the eaſtward of Elk on the road to 
briſtien- bridge. In this day's march the Heſſian and Anſ- 
ch chaſſeurs, and the 2d battalion of light infantry, who 
te at the head of Lord Cornwallis's column, fell in with a 
oſen corps of 1000 men from the enemy's army, advantage- 
ly poſted in the' woods, which they defeated with the loſs 
only two officers wounded, three men killed, and 19 
punded, when that of the enemy was not leſs than 30 killed, 
d many more wounded. 

On the 6th, Major Ghana Grant, after Captain Duncan, 
ho ſuperintended the naval department, had deſtroyed*ſuch 
ſſels and ſtores as could not be removed from the head of 
k, joined the army. 

The whole marched on the 8th by Newark, and encamped 
at evening in the townſhip of Hokeſſen, upon the road lead- 


jahington had taken poſt, having his left to Chriſtien-creek, 
d his front covered by Red Clay-creek. 
The two armies in this ſituation being only four miles apart, 
e enemy moved early in the night of the 8th, by the Lan- 
ater road, from Wilmington, and about ten o'clock next 
orning croſſed Brandy wine - creek at Chad's- ford, taking poſt 
the heights on the eaſtern fide of it. 
On the gth in the afternoon, Lieutenant General Knyp- 
ſen marched with the left of the army to New-garden and 
ennet's- ſquare, while Lord Cornwallis with the right moved 
Hokeſſen's Meeting-houſe, and both joined the next morn- 
gat Kennet's-{quare. _ 
On the 11th, at day-break, the army advanced in two co- 
mus, the right commanded by Lieutenant General Knyphau- 
, conſiſting of four Heſſian battalions under Major General 
tern, the firſt and ſecond brigades of Britiſh, three battalions 
the 71ſt regiment, the Quecn's American rangers, and one 
adron-of the 16th dragoons under Major General Grant, 
ring with them fix medium twelve pounders, four howit« 
s, and the light artillery belonging ts:the:brigades. , This 
umn took the direct road to Chad's. ford, ſeven miles 
ant from Kennet's-ſtuare, and arrived in front of the enemy 
„ü ten-o'clock),: {fkirmiſbiog - moſt. part of the march with 
kir advanced troops, in which the-Queen's rangers, _ 
| mande 


from 


from Newport to Lancaſter, at which firſt place General 
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manded by Capt. Wemyſs of the goth regimeat, diftinguithe 
themſelves in a particular manner. 
. The other column under the command of Colonel Corr 
wallis, Major General Grey, Brigadier Generals Matthew an 
Agnew, conſiſting of the mauntad and diſmounted chaſſeur 
two ſquadrons of the 16th dragoons, two battalions of lig 
infantry, two battalions of Britiſh, and three of Heſſian gren: 
diers, two battalions of guards, the 3d and 4th brigades 
with four light twelve pounders, marched about twelve mile 
to the forks of the Brandywine, croſſed the firſt branch a 
Trimble's- fond, and the ſecond at Jeffrey's-ford, about tw 
o'clock in the afternoon, taking from thence the road to Dil 
worth, in order to turn the enemy's right at Chad's-ford. 
_ . Ganeral Waſhington having intelligence of this moveme 
about noon, detached Gen. Sullivan to his right with nea 
10,000 men, who took a ſtrong poſition on the commanding 
ground above Birmingham church, with his left near to th 
Brandywine, both flanks being covered by very thick woods 
and his artillery advantageouſly diſpoſed. 

As ſoon as this was obſerved, which was about four o'clock 
the King's troops advanced in three columns, and upon ar 

ing the enemy, formed the line with the right toward 
the Brandywine ; the guards being upon the right, and th 
Britiſh grenadiers upon their left, ſupported by the He 
fian grenadiers in a ſecond line: to the left of the centr 
were two battalions of light infantry, with the Heſſian ant 
Auſpach chaſſeurs, ſupported by the 4th brigade. The % 
brigade formed the reſerve. 

Lord Cornwallis having formed the Jine, the light infan 
try and chaſſeurs began the attack; the guards and grena 
diers inſtantly advanced from the right, the whole unde 
a heavy train of artillery and muſquetry; but they puſhed ot 
with an impetuoſity not to be ſuſtained by the enemy, wh 
Falling back into the woods in their tear, the King's troop 
endcncd with them, and purſued cloſely for near two miles, 

After this ſucceſs à part of the enemy's right took a ſecon nd 
sue in a Mood about half a mile from Dilworth, from 
hence: the ad light infantry and chaffeurs ſoon dilodge 
28 and fm this Lomas * did not rally t ir 

rae. 


Te iſt Britihh de; the Tleſſian grenadiers, ane Ap 
guards; having in the: pur ſuit got entangled in very _ | 


woods, were no further engaged during the — 


; L. En, „ 


Th 


. 1189- „ P, F BTA, 7 E: . 


zoved forward a mile beyond Dilworth, where they attacke 

\ corps of the enemy that had not been before engaged, an 
ere ſtrongly poſted to cover the retreat of their army by the 
wads from Chad's-ford to Cheſter and Wilmington ; which 
ups not being forced until after it was dark, when the 
pops had undergone much fatigue, in a march of 17 miles, 
elides what they ſupported ſince the commencement of the 
tack, the enemy's army eſcaped a total overthrow, that muſk 
ure been the conſequence of an hour's more day- light. 
The 3d brigade was not brought into action, but kept in 
klerve in the rear of the 4th brigade, it not being known 
efore it was dark how far Lieutenant General Knyphauſen' O 
tack had ſucceeded ; nor was there an opportunity of em- 
flying the cavalry. £2 

' Lieutenant General Knyphauſen, as had been previouſly con · 
erted, kept the enemy amuſed in the courſe of the day with 
canon, and the appearance of forcing the ford, without in- 
ding to paſs it until the attack upon the enemy's right 
hould take place: accordingly when it began, Major General 
rant croſſęed the ford with the th and gth regiments; and 


reachment- and battery, where three braſs field pieces and a five 
þcommand the ford. The enemy made little ſtand on that 


heir right flank, the retreat became general, but darkneſs 
toming on before Lieutenant General Koyphauſen' cor ps 
would reach the heights, there was no farther action on 12. 
ide. 

From, the molt, correct accounts, I. conclude the 3 
f the enemy's army oppoſed to Lieutenant General Knyp- 


part of which retired to Cheſter, and remained there thar 
tipht, but che greater body did not ſtop till they reached Phi- 
kdelphia. Their loſs was conſiderable in officers killed and 
wounded, and they had about 300 men killed, 600. wounded, 
and near 400 made priſoners. 


ance, ammunition, and ſtores, taken from the enemy, will 
ippear in the incloſed returns. 

The army laid this night on the field of battle, and on thi 
12th Major General Grant, with the 1ſt and 2d brigades, 
. to e Lord Cornwallis, with the light in 


. 


The 2d light infzutry, 20 grenadiers, 1 Ath ae 


he 4th. regiment paſſing firſt forced the enemy from an in- 
ad half. inch howitzer were taken, that had been placed there 


kde after the work was carried, when the guards appearing on 


huſen and Lord Cornwallis was not leſs than 1 5,000 men, 


The loſs on the fide of his Majeſty's troops, ad the a 
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ores, and a conſiderable magazine of flour. The firſt bat- 
lion of light iafantry and the Britiſh grenadiers took poſt 
there, next day, and were joined on the 20th by the 
puards. | 

The enemy croſſed the Schuylkill on the 18th, above 
Freach-creek, and encamped upon the river on each fide of 


Schuylkill, with cannon at Swedes-ford and the fords be- 
bw It. 

Upon intelligence that general Wayne was lying in the 
roods With a corps of 1500 men, and four pieces of cannon, 
tout three miles diſtant, and in the rear of the left wing of 
the army, Major General Grey was detached on the 20th, late 
t night, with the 2d Jight infantry, the 42d and 44th regi- 
nents, to ſurprize this corps. The molt effectual precaution 
king taken by the General ro prevent his detachment from 
ring, be gained the enemy's left about one o'ciock, and having, 
by the bayonec only, forced their out-centries and pickets, 
he ruſhed in upon their encampment, directed by the light 
if their fires, killed and wounded not Jeſs than 300 on the 
dot, taking between 70 and 80 priſoners, including ſeveral 
ficers, the greater part of their arms, and eight waggons 
baded with baggage and ſtores. Upon the firſt alarm, the 
non were carried off, and the darkneſs of the night only 
ned the remainder of the corps. One captain of light in- 
kntry and three men were killed in the attack and four 
ben wounded. Gallantry in the troops, and good conduct 
n the General, were fully manifeſted upon this critical ſer- 
ice. | | 

On the 21ſt the army moved by Valley Forge, and en- 
eimped upon the banks of Schuylkill, extending from Fat 
and-tord to French-creek. The enemy upon this move- 
dent quitted their poſition, and marched towards Potſgrove 
che evening of this day. 

On the 22d the grenadiers and light infantry of the guards 
trolled over in the afternoon at Fat Land-ford to take poſt, 
ud the chaſſeurs croſſing ſoon after at Gordon's-ford, oppo- 
lite to the left of the line, took poſt there alſo. The army 
Ns put in movement at midnight, the van- guard being led 
by Lord Cornwallis, and the whole croſſed the river at Fat 
Land-ford without oppoſition. Major General Grant, who 
pmmanded the rear-guard with the baggage, paſſed the river 
before two o'clock in the afternoon, and the army encamped 
n the 23d with its left to the Schuylkill, and the right upon 
VoL. XI. K k k the 


Perkyomy- creek, having detached troops to all the fords of 
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the Monatomy road, having Stony Run in front. The 20 
battalion of light infantry was detached to Swedes-ford 
which a {mall part of the enemy quitted immediately, leaving 
ſix pieces of iron cannon behind them. 

On the 25th the army marched in two columns to Ce 
man-town; and Lord Cornwallis, with the Britiſh grena 


diers, and two battalions of Heſſian grenadiers, took poſſel 


{lion of Philadelphia the next morning. 

In the evening of the 26th three batteries for ſix mediu 
12 pounders and four howitzers were begun at Philadelphia t 
act againſt the enemy's ſhipping and craft that might approacl 
the town. Theſe batteries were unfiniſhed on the 21: 
when two frigates, a number of gallies, gondolas, and othe 
armed veſſels, came up from Mud Ifland, and attacked th 
lower battery of two guns and two howitzers. The large 
frigate called the Delaware, mounting 30 guns, anchored wit 
in 500 yards of the battery, and the other frigate ſomewh: 
more diſtant ; the gallies, gondolas, and other veſſels, takin 
their reſpective ſtations as they could bring their guns to bea 
About ten in the morning they began a heavy cannonade npo 
the town as well as the battery, but the tide falling the De 
ware grounded; upon which the four battalion guns of th 
grenadiers being brought to bear upon her to the greateſt ac 
vantage, they did ſuch execution in a ſhort time, that ſh 
ſtruck her colours, and was taken poſſeſſion of by the mari 
company of grenadiers commanded by Captain Ayerne. 

Brigadier General Cleaveland who attended the batteries! 
perſon, ſeeing the effect of the battalion guns upon the Nel: 
ware, turned the direction cf his fire to the ſmaller frigat 


and armed velicls, which forced all of them, excepting 


ſchooner that was diſabled and driven on ſhore, to return t 
their former ſituation, under the protection of the fort, whe 
there were two floating batteries, in the manner of hulks, 
conſiderable Qrength, with three ranges of ſunken machine 
which they term Chevaux de Frize, to obſtruct the paſſage 


the river, the loweſt row being three miles below the fort. 


The enemy had a redoubt upon the Jerſey ſhore at a plac 


called Billing's Point, with heavy guns in it, to prevent the 


machines from being weighed up. 

Upon the repreſentation of Captain Hammond, commanc 
ing his Majeſty's ſhip Roebuck, who was lying off Chelt 
with ſome other ſhips of war, that the poſſeſſion of Billing 
Point would give him the lower Chevaux de Frize, the 10 
and 42d regiments were detached on the 29th, under the co 

| ma 
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nod of Lieutenant Colonel Stirling. This detachment 
ofing the river next day from Chelter, took poſſeſſion on 
e ilk of October of the enemy's works at the Point, which 
go men poſted there evacuated, after ſpiking the guns and 
un'ng the barracks. Lieutenant Colonel Stirling purſued 
km about two miles, but to little purpoſe, as they retired 
ith the utmoſt precipitation. Captain Hammond immedi— 
ly opened the navigation at that place by removing a part of 
te Chevaux de Frize, 

On the 3d the regiment of Royal Welch Fuzilecrs was de- 
ched ro Philadelphia, with orders to proceed next day to 
belter, where they were to be joined by the 1oth and 42d re- 
iments on their return from Jerſzy, and to form an cſcort 
ra convoy of proviſions to the army. 

The enemy having reccived a reinforcement of 1500 men 
om Peek's Kill, 1000 from Virginia, and preſuming upon 
e army being much weakened by the detachments to Phila- 
dphia and Jerſey, thought it a favourable time for them to 
que an action. They accordingly marched at fix o' clock in 
te evening of the 3d from their camp near Shippach Creek, 
out 16 miles from German Town. 

This village forms one continued ſtreet for two miles, which 
e line of encampment, in the ppbtion the army then occu- 
ed, croſſed at right angles near a mile from the head of it, 
here the 2d battaiion of light infantry and che 40th regiment 
ere poſted. 

in this line af encampment Letten General Knyphauſen, 
or Generals Stirn and Grey, Brigadier General Agnew, 
ith ſeven Britiſn and three Heſſian battalions, the mounted 
id diſmounted chaſſeurs, were upon the left of the village, 
tending to the Schuylkill, the chaileurs being in front. 
Major General Grant and Brigadier General Matthew, with 
te corps of guards, fix battalions of Britiſh, and two ſqua- 
rons of dragoons, were upon the right; the 1ſt Vattalion of 
ht infantry and the Queen's American rangers were ad- 
ccd in the front of this wing. 

At three o'clock in the morning of the 4th the patrols 
covered the enemy's approach, and upon the communica- 
un of this intelligence the army was immediately ordered. 
nder arms. 

Soon after the break of day the enemy began their attack 
on the 2d light infantry, which they ſuſtained for a con- 
derable time, ſupported by the 40th regiment ; but at 
igt being overpowered by increaſing numbers, the light | in- 
K k k 2 
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fantry and a part of the 40th retired into the village, whet 
Lieutenant Colonel Mulgrave, with fix companies of the lat 
ter corps, threw himſelf into a large ſtone houſe in the face o 
the enemy, which, though ſurrounded by a brigade, and at 
tacked by four pieces of cannon, he moſt pallantly defended 
until Major General Grey, at the head of three battalions 
the 3d brigade, turning his front to the village, and Brigadie 
General Agnew, who covered Major General Grey's left will 
the 4th brigade, by a vigorous attack repulſed the enemy tha 
had. penetrated into the upper part of the village, which w: 
done with great {laughter : the 5th and 55th regiments, fro 
the right, engaging them at the ſame time on the other fide c 
the village, completed the defeat of the enemy in this quar 
ter. 

The regiments of Du Corps and Donop being formed t 
ſupport the left of the 4th brigade, and one battalion of th 
Heſhan grenadiers in the rear of the chaſſeurs, were not en 
gaged; the precipitate flight of the enemy preventing the tw 
firſt corps from entering into aRion, and the ſucceſs of th 
chaſſeurs, in repelling all efforts againſt them on that ſide, dil 
not call for theſupport of the latter. 

The iſt light infantry and pickets of the line in front o 
the right wing were engaged ſoon after che attack began upo 
the head of the village; the pickets were obliged to fall bac 
but the light infantry, being well ſupported by the 4th regi 
ment, ſuſtained the enemy's attack wich ſuch determined bra 
very, that they could not make the lcaſt impreſſion on them. 

Two columns of the enemy were oppoſite to the guard: 
27th and 28th regiments, who formed the right of th 
lag. 

Major General Grant, who was upon the right, moved u 
the 49th regiment, with four pieces of cannon, to the left c 
the 4th regiment, about the time Major General Grey ha 
forced the enemy in the village, and then advancing with t 
right wing, the enemy's left gave way, and was purſued throug 
a ſtrong country between four and five miles. 

Lord Cornwallis, being early apprized at Philadelphia 
the enemy's approach, put in motion the two battalions « 
Britiſh and one of the Heſſian grenadiers, with a ſquadron « 
dragoons; and his Lordſhip getting to German-town juſt 
the enemy had been forced out of the village, he joined Maj: 
General Grey, when placing himſelf at the head of the troop 
he followed the enemy eight miles on the Skippach road 5 
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ch was the expedition with which they fled, he was not able 
to overtake them. 

The grenadiers from Philadelphia, who, full of ardour, had 
mn moſt of the way to German-rown, could not arrive in 
ime to join in the action. 

The country in general was ſo ſtrongly incloſed and covered 
with wood, that the dragoons had not any opening to charge, 
ecepting a ſmall party on the right, which behaved moſt gal- 
antly. De os 
The enemy retired near 20 miles by ſeveral roads to Per- 
kyomy-creek, and are now encamped. near Skippach-creek, 
bout 18 miles diſtant from hence. 

They ſaved all their cannon by withdrawing them early in 
the day. 

By he beſt accounts their loſs was between 200 and 300 
killed, about 600 wounded, and upwards of 400 taken. 
Among the killed was General Naſh, with many other officers 
of all ranks, and 54 officers among the priſoners. 

Since the battle of Brandywine 72 of their officers have been 
taken, excluſive of ten belonging to the Delaware frigate. 

Your Lordſhip will ſee the loſs on the part of the King's 
amy in return No. 3; and among the killed will be found the 
names of Brigadier General Agnew and Lieutenant Colonel 
Bird of the 15th regiment, both of whom are much to be la- 
mented as officers of experience and approved merit. 

Lieutenant Colonel Walcot of the 5th regiment is amon 
the wounded, but I have the ſatisfaction to report that he is 
now in a fair way of recovery, though at firſt his wound was 
thought mortal. His behaviour on this occaſion reflects upon 
him infinite honour. 

In cheſe ſeveral engagements, the ſucceſſes attending them 
we far better vouchers than any words can convey of the good 
conduct of the general officers, and of the bravery of the other 
officers and ſoldiers. The fatigues of a march exceeding 100 
miles, ſupported with the utmoſt chearfulneſs by all ranks, 
vithout tents, and with very little baggage, will, I hope, be 
eſteemed as convincing proofs of the noble ſpirit and emula- 
tion prevailing in the army to promote his Majeſty's ſervice. 

Major Cuyler, my firſt Aid de Camp, will have the honour 
to deliver my difpatches, and 1 flatter myſelf is well informed 
to anſwer your Lordſhip's further enquiries, 

With moſt perfect reſpect, 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
W. Howe. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Lerd George Germain, to General Sir 
William Howe, dazed Whitehall, 644 Auguſt 1777, 
{ Recerved 19th October. J 


SIX. 

YOU will have learnt from my diſpatch of the 2oth june 
that the news of the [acceſs of the detachment under the com- 
mand of Major Generai FTryon had reached England betore 
the arrival of your letter of 22d May. 

Your account of that expedition nevertheleſs gare the King 
great ſatisfaction, as it was accompanied with atiurancs 
that his Majeſty's troops had ſuſtained a comparatively ſinall 
loſs, and that the wounded officers were in a fair way of 
recovery. 

The King was pleaſed to repeat the approbation he formerly 
expreſſed of your manifeſt attention to the ſervice in ſetting 
on foot an expedition which was fo well timed, and ſo pecu- 
Marly calculated for diſtreſſing the enemy; and his Majeſty 
highly approves of the manner in which it has been exccuted, 

I hope that the reports which you reccived from the neigh- 
bourhood of Albany have been confirmed, and followed by 


well authenticated accounts of the rapid progreſs of the north- =_ 
GEO. GERMAIN. 

| SIN 

Extract of a Letter from Lord George Germain te Sir William we 

Howe, dated Whitehall, 6th Auguſt 1777. "IM 

[Received 19th October. luplic 

I HAD the honour of receiving your dif Patches from * 2 

Major Dixon, and mult do him the juſtice to acknowledge ” Ke 

that I found him a very intelligent officer. = har 

Your letter of June the 3d, together with the intended diſ- oth ] | 


tribution of the troops, has been laid before the King; and I Hef the 
am commanded to inform you, that his Majeſty is concerned Wh c 
that you ſhould find the propoſed diverſion upon the coaſt ct = "72 
Maſſachuſets Bay not conſiſtent with the other operations now 
carrying on, as great advantages would certainly have ariſen 
from that mode of alarming and diſtreſſing the enemy. 

It was always my wiſh and my conſtant endeavour that you 
ſhould be ſupplied with as many men as you could poſlibiy 
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ſtand in need of. You will have received every reinforcement n. 
of the artillery companies which could be poſſibly ſpared from 


this 
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tis country, and I am much concerned to find that you have 
kn in the lealt degree diſappointed in your expectation of 
king able to raiſe men for that corps. 

[ congratulate you upon the ſafe arrival of the other troops 
nd the camp equipage, and am extremely glad to hear thar 
or General Grey is allo arrived. 

You will probably infer from the general terms in which J 
we above acknowledged the receipt of your late letters, that 
our favour of June 5th is come to hand; but as that is the 
ly letter, to the contents of which I have not alluded in my 
neſent diſpatches, it may not be amiſs to mention that I have 
tceived it, and its eleven incloſures. 

Having heard from France, and by means of private letters 
rom America, that you had embarked the troops and evacuated 
he Jerſeys, I wait with impatience for -the receipt of ſome 
freſh diſpatches from you, having no doubt but that you have 
ken the earlieft opportunity of tranſmitting. to Europe an ac- 
count of a movement which it is hoped may be productive of 
beeiſive conſequences. 


Extract of a Letter from General Sir William Howe te Lord 
George Germain, dated Philadelphia, October 21, 1777. 
[ Received 1/4 December.] 


SINCE the march of the army from the head of the Elk, 
have been honoured with your Lordſhip's ſeveral diſpatches, 
No. 10, 11, 12, and ſeparate letter of the 2oth of May, the 
duplicates of which were before received, alſo the original and 
duplicate of the 12th of June, encloſing the ſtates of Heſſian 
hſſeurs and reeruits brought out by Major General Robert- 
ſn, a circular letter of the ſame date, and the original and 
duplicate of your Lordſhip's diſpatch, No. 14. Theſe reached 
ny hands at German Town on the 17th inſtant, and on the 
th I had the further honour of your Lordſhip's diſpatches 
of the 6th of Auguſt, which came to New York by the Le 
Delpencer packet. 

The incloſed copies of reports from Lieutenant General Sir 
henry Clinton and Brigadier General Campbell, will give your 
Lordſhip a particular information of the moſt material tranſ- 
tions that have paſſed on the ſide of New York. The very 
mportant and briltiant ſucceſs ſet forth in No. 3, dots infinite 
lonour to the General and his troops, and muſt be attended 
ith the beſt conſequences to his Majeſty's ſervice. 
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The loſs on the part of the King's troops on this la oce; 4 17 
ſion is contained in return No. 4. tance 
One hundred of the enemy were killed in the different ai alſe: 
tacks, 8 field officers, 2 captains, 12 ſubalterns, and ahoMhtters 
300 men made priſoners, by the beſt accounts that could Hl icou. 
obtained before Sir Henry Clinton's advices were dil I w 
patched. age t 
On the 19th the army removed from German Town to th cou 


place, as a more convenient ſituation for the reduction of ForW* der: 
Iſland, which at preſent is an obſtruction to the paſlige ince i 
the river, as the upper chevaux de frize cannot be removeMianſn 
until we have poſſeſſion of that poſt. The difficulty of acceW777, 
has rendered the reduction of it a much more tedious oper{pove, 
tion, than was conceived upon our arrival here. given 
I am to requeſt that additional cloathing may be ſent oοꝗceived 
for 5000 provincials, which, by including the new levies before 
pected to be raiſed in this and the neighbouring countrie The 
will certainly, be wanting. dvant 
| then u. 
ſuaded 
Extract of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord Georqꝗ only te 
| Germain, dated Philadelphia, 22d Oct. 1777. rate 
[Received 1½ Dec.] o, ooc 
ſh reg 
I AM to acknowledge the honour of your Lordſhip's pi depend 
vate letter of the 4th of Auguſt, and beg the acceptance M Englan 
my aſſurances, that I am fully ſenſible of your Lordſhip's gooffiide ſoi 
intentions towards me. £ nen, b 
I ſhould not have been ſo preſſing for the return of t Pace a1 
ſenior officers of the guards, but from the ſerious income tteſe o 
niencies of the want of Brigadiers in the line. hem j1 
This packet has been detained longer than I could han} I mu 
foreſeen, from my not having a ſafe communication with ten fir 
ſhipping, until the army reached this place. The variety c bold, a 
occurrences ſince that period has prevented my preſent dit mz 
patches being ſooner ſent off. Your Lordſhip will permſ=nt ol 
me to add, I have never neglected ſending the earlieſt advic] From 
that the ſervice on which I was employed would admit offÞfmendati 
yet as my public letters muſt be written with every degree te 
precaution, they have ſometimes been leſs forward thau n lrvice, 
wiſhes for their diſpatch. ceſſary 
The rebels having reported that Lieutenant General Bugſenclud 
goyne's army has ſurrendered priloners of war, will no doubt 3 
lea 


ſend ſuch account to Europe; and 1 mention this circui . 
{tan OL, 
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ſtance to your Lordſhip with my opinion, that it is totally 


falſe : though I confeſs from the tenor of General Burgoyne's 


ktters and meſſages to Sir Henry Clinton, I apprehended the 


xccount the enemy has publiſhed of his retreat to be true, 

[ was ſurprized to find the General's declaration in his meſ- 
ige to Sir Henry Clinton by Captain Campbell, “ that he 
could not have given up his communications with Ticon- 
deroga had he not expected a co-operating army at Albany; 
face in my letter to Sir Guy Carleton, a copy of which was 
ranſmitted to your Lordſhip in my diſpatch of the 2d April, 
1777, No. 47. and of which his Majeſty was pleaſed ro ap- 
prove, I poſitively mention that no direct aſſiſtance could be 
given by the ſouthern army. This letter I am aſſured was re- 
ceved by Sir Guy Carleton, and carried by him to Montreal 
before General Burgoyne's departure from thence. 

There being no proſpect of terminating the war to the 
advantage of Great Britain without another campaign, and not 
then unleſs ample ſuccours be ſent from Europe, I am per- 
ſnaded (leaving ſmaller objects out of the ſcale, and attending 
mly to thoſe of real magnitude) that I do not exceed, when 


| rate the number requiſite to obtain this deſirable end at 


10,000 men, excluſive of the drafts and recruits for the Bri- 
iſh regiments; as mentioned in my diſpatch No. 69, and in- 


dependent of the northern troops: for the armies in New - 


England mult be very powerful, and the force to act againſt 
the ſouthern provinces to effect, cannot be leſs than 15;000 


nen, beſides the ſtrength neceſſary for the defence of this 
pace and New Tork. When your Lordſhip is pleaſed to take 
theſe opinions into conſideration, I flatter hor yu will ang a 


them juſt. 
[ muſt now beg leave to add a few words lache to my 
own ſituation in the important truſt I have had the honour to 


that my ſole view has been invariably confined to the advance- 
ment of his Majeſty's intereſts. 

From the litile attention, my Lord, giren to my recom- 
nendations ſince the commencement of my command, I am 


rvice, wherein I have not the good fortune to enjoy the ne- 
ceſſary confidence and ſupport of my ſuperiors, but which I 
conclude will be extended tc Sir Henry Clinton, my preſump- 
ive ſucceſſor, or to ſuch other ſervant as the King may be 
leaſed to appoint, By the return therefore of the packet, [ 

VoL. XI. LII baumbly 


bold, and in the diſcharge of which I can confidently affirm, 


kd to hope that I may be relieved from this very painful 
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humbly requeſt I may receive h en. _—_— to reſign 
the cammagd. © 


Copy of « a Letter fron General: Sir William Howe to Lord 
George Germain, dated Fhiladelphia, 25th Oct. 1777. 
: LKauiund * December.] 
My Loxp, 


THE enemy hariag entrenched about 800 men at Red 
Bank, upon the Jerſey ſhore, ſome little diſtance above Fort 
Illand, Colonel Donop, with three battalions of Heſſian gre- 
nadiers, the regiment of Mirback, and the infantry, chaſſeurs, 
croſſed the Delaware on the 21ſt inſtant to Cooper's Ferry, op- 
poſite to this town. with directions to proceed to the attack 
of that poſt. The detachment marched a part of the way on 
the ſame day, and on the 22d in the afternoon was before Red 
Bank : Colonel Donop immediately made the belt diſpoſition, 
and led on the troops in the moſt gallant manner to the aſſault. 
They carried an extenſive outwork, from whence the enemy 
were driven into an interior intrenchment, which could not be 
forced without ladders, being eight qr nige feet high, with a 
parapet boarded and fraized, - The detachment in moviog up 
and returning from the attack was much galled. by the N 's 
gallies and floating batteries. 
Oolonel Donop and Eieutenant CelanciaGanibgarade "WHY 
both-wounded, the. commend devolved upon Lieutenant Co- 
lone] Linſing, who, after collectiag all the wounded that could 
be brought off, marched that night about five miles towards 
Cooper's Ferry, and on the following morning returned with 
the detachment to camp. 

Colonel Donop unfortunately; had his thigh.ſo- SHE frac- 
tured, by. a muſquet ball, that he could not be removed, but 


I ſinge underſtand there are ſome hopes of his recovery. There 


were ſeveral brave officers loſt; upon this occaſion, in which 


the utmoſt ardour and courage v were diſplayed: ny both en 


and ſoldiers. 9 3k 


On the 23d abe Auguſta i in coming up the ined with ſome 


other ſhips of war, to engage the enemy's gallies near the 
fort, got aground, and by ſome accident taking fire in the 
action, was unavoidably conſumed; but I do not hear there 
were any lives loſt. The Merlin lloop alſo grounded, and 
the other ſhips being obliged to remove to a diſtance from the 
exploſion of the Auguſta, it Are expedient to evacuate and 
burn her alſo. 


T heſe 


). 
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Theſe diſappointments however will not prevent the moſt 
vigorous meaſures being purſued for the reduction of the fort, 


which will give us the paſſage up the river. 
| I have the honour to be, & 


P. 8. I have the ſatisfaction to incloſe to y 


W Hows. 
our Lordſhip a 


report juſt reecived of a very ſpirited piece of ſervice performed 
by Major General Vaughan and Sir James Wallace up the 


Hudſon's River. 


The following is Copy and Extract of two Letters from the Ho- 
nourable General Sir William Howe to Lord George Ger- 


main, dated Philadelphia, Nov. 28, 1777. 
Received 7th January 1778.] 


Mr Loxn, 


FROM a variety of difficulties attending the conſtruction 
of additional batteries in a moraſs, apainſt the fort upon Mud 
Iſland, and in tranſportation of the guns and ſtores, they were 
not opened againſt the enemy's defences until the 16th inſtant. 
On' the 15th, the wind proving fair, the Vigilant armed ſhip, 
carrying 16 24 pounders, and a hulk with three 24 pounders, 
got up to the fort through the channel between Province and 
Hog Iſland ; theſe, aſſiſted by ſeveral ſhips of war in the eaſt- 
ern channel, as well as by the batteries on ſhore, did ſuch ex- 
ecution upon the fort and collateral block-houſes, that the 
enemy, dreading an impending aſſault, evacuated the iſland 
in the night between the 15th and 16th, and it was poſſeſſed 
the '1 6th at day-break by the grenadiers of the guards. Much 
commendation is due to Brigadier General Cleaveland, to the 
officers and men of the corps of artillery, and to the troops in - 


general employed upon this ſervice, attended with great 


fatigue. | 


__— 


The enemy's fire upon the ſhips of war, the Vigilant and 
hulk, from two floating batteries, 17 galleys and armed veſ- 
ſels, and from a battery on the Jerſey ſhore, was exceedingly 
heavy; bat the gallantry diſplayed by the naval commanders, 
their officers and ſeamen, on this occaſion, fruſtrated all their 
efforts, and contributed principally to the reduction of the 
enemy's works. Permit me at the ſame time to report to your 


Lordſhip, that the perſeverance of the officers and ſeamen | 


employed in bringing up ſtores from the fleer, under the con- 
of the Eagle, demand my higheſt ac- 


duct of Captain Duncan 
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him Brigadier General Leſlie and Pattiſon. 


take place, and hope will be attended with the ſucceſs that 
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knowledgments; and that the ſervices they rendered wert 
molt eſſential, and borne with the utmoſt cheartulneſs. 

I have the honour to incloſe a return, No. 1. of the can 
non and ſtores found in the fort. The enemy's loſs during 
the ſiege is computed to have been 400 killed and wounded, 
The loſs to the King's troops was only ſeven killed and tive 
wounded. 

On the 18th -at night Lord Cornwallis marched with 
corps from camp, and paſſed the Delaware on the 19th fror 
Chelter to Billiag's Fort, where he was joined by Major Ge 
neral Sir Thomas Wilſon, with a corps that arrived a fe 
days before from New York under his command, having with 


As ſoon as the neceſſary preparations were made, his Lord- 
ſhip purſued his march to attack the enemy intrenched at Red 
Bank. Upon his approach the rebels evacuated the poſt, and 
retired to Mount Holly, where they joined a corps of obſer- 
vation, detached from the main army of the rebels, encamped 
at White Marſh. His Lordſhip found in the enemy's works, 
cannon, ammunition, and ſtores as per return, No. 2. The 
intrenchments being demoliſhed, his corps returned by Glou- 
ceſter on the 27th, and joined the army in this camp. 

The enemy's ſhipping having no longer any protection, and 
not finding it adviſeable to attempt the paſſage of the river, 
the channel being commanded by the batteries of the town 
and the Delaware frigate, they were quitted without being 
diſmantled, and burnt on the night between the 20th and 21ſt; 
but the allies of a ſmaller draught of water, by keeping cloſe 
along the Jerſcy * eſcaped from the great breadth of 
the river. 

A forward movement againſt the enemy will immediately 


is due to the ſpirit and activity of his Majeſty's troops. 

The paſſage of the river, by the reduction of the two places 
afore-mentioned, has been ſufficiently opened to bring up 
frigates and tranſ ports ; but the removal of the chevaux de 
frize is poſtponed to a more favourable ſeaſon. 

Major General Sir Thomas Spencer Wilfon having repre- 
ſented the very critical ſituation of his private concerns in 
England, has my leave to return, and has taken charge of my 
dil 6 to your Lordſhip, by the Eagle packet. 

With the moſt perfect reſpect, 
I have. the honour to be, &c. 
W. HoweE- 
C 


da pre 
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Wy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated Philadelphia, 29th Nov. 1777. 
| Received 7th Jan. 1778.] 


My Lord, „ f 

I HAVE the honour to incloſe to your Lordſhip. a copy 
Major General Vaughan's ſecond report to Sir Henry Clin- 
vn of his obſervations upon the North River, ſoon after which 
e returned to York, and remains there under Sir Henry Clin- 
„'s command. 7 

The laſt accounts I have received from Rhode Iſland men- 
jon a deſcent which the enemy threatened upon that place 
bout the 3oth of October, -and of conſiderable preparations 
hey had made with that deſign; but the diſpoſition of the 
\dmiral and Major General Pigot to oppoſe them, together 
ith the ſpirited behaviour of the inhabitants who aſſociated 
r the defence of Newport, induced them to deſiſt and ſe- 
arate. 

By Lieutenant General Burgoyne's convention with Major 
eneral Gates, the troops included therein were to have em- 


pht tranſports to get round from hence, they have been ſent 
Rhode Iſland upon a preſumption that this variation in the 
ce of embarking may be permitted without deviating from 
de ſpirit of the convention. ; 
My laſt letters from Nova Scotia have not contained any 
ling material, neither are they of a late date. Major General 
aſſey had at that time detached a ſmall corps to Saint John's 
liver to check fome inimical meaſures, of which he had re- 
tived advice, wherein his detachment was ſucceſsful. 
From Saint Auguſtine no advices have been received for a 
ngth of time, wherefore it is not in my power to give your 
rd ſhip the ſmalleſt certain information relative to the Flo- 
Ida provinces. | 
With the moſt perfect reſpect, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

W. Hows. 


Copy 


arked from Boſton, but the ſeaſon being too far advanced for 
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be 
With 
t. &c 


Copy of a Letter, marked private, from Sir W. Howe 1 L 
George Germain, dated Philadelphia, 30th Nov, 1777, 
[Received 7th January 1778.] © 


My LoRp, 

IN conſequence of the misfortune that has fallen upon t 
troops under Lientenant General Burgoyne's command, a co 
ſiderable reinforcement from General Gàtes's corps has joint 
General Waſhington. The hopes of the people at large 
well as of the rebel army are greatly raiſed from this eve 
and I am free to own, I do not apprehend a ſucceſsful ter 
nation to the war from any advantages his Majeſty's troo 
can gain while the enemy is able ro avoid or unwilling 
hazard a deciſive action, which might reduce the leaders ef, h. 
rebellion to make an overture for peace, or that this is to Whrance 
expected, unleſs a reſpectable addition to the army is ſeat fro 
Europe to act early in the enſuing year, as has been ſet for 
in my diſpatches to your Lordſhip by Lieutenant Colonel Cu 

ler, when circumſtances were in ſome degree different. 
this meaſure is judged to be inexpedient, or cannot be carri 
into execution, the event of the war will be very doubtful. 
Were any one of the three principal objects, viz. New Yo 
Rhode Iſland, or Philadelphia, given up, to ſtrengthen the q; 
Fence of the other two, one corps to act offenſively might 
found; in the mean time ſnch a ceſſion would operate int 
minds of the people ſtrongly againſt his Majeſty's intereſts : b 
ſhould your Lordſhip find it adviſeable for the army to at i 
tirely on the defenſive during the next campaign, in order 
prepare a force in Europe for the ſucceeding one, which m 
be decifive, the preſent acquiſitions will, I truſt, be preſerveſ 
This meaſure would undoubtedly expoſe the enemy 
much diftreſs for the ſupport of their armies, from the di 
culties of obtaining exterior ſupplies, as alſo from the cc 
'tinuance of a very heavy expence for their ſubſiſtence. It mig 
on the other hand, by protracting the war, produce eve 
. Which it may not be prudent to riſk. of a. 
As a duty I owe to your Lordſhip, and in obedience to He 
Majeſty's commands, I candidly declare my opinion, that 
the apparent temper of the Americans a conſiderable addit 
to the preſent force will be requiſite for effecting any eſſen 
chaoge in their diſpoſition, and the re-eſtabliſhment of 
KinWeſentatic 


py of” 


1779. E 


il be fully employed to maintain its prefent poſſeſſions. 
r. &c. e Howe. 


— 


dated Philadelphia, 30th Nov. 1777. 


. 


DEC vr 4 January 28 3 


My . 
IT is with anne that J am to trouble your Lordſhip 
th a late tranfation of the Secretary at War; but appre- 


having a ſimilar commiſſion to mine, with the fulleſt 


xdihip. 

ord Barrington, by letter dated the 7th June, .acquaiated 
that Lieut. Barrington of the 7th regiment was preferred 
purchaſe to à company in the 0th. In conſequence of 
tadvice J appointed Enſign Papley from the 37th regiment 
tenant in the 7th by commiſſion, bearing date the 26th 
ober 1777 ; ſince then I am informed Lord Barrington 
obtained the King's commiſſion for an officer (Lieut. Ord) 
hat ſucceflion, and that he now is with the corps. 
ſhall not trouble your Lordſhip further on this-point than 
preſs my hopes of being relieved, in conſequence: of my 


War, in which it is with great concern I find L TO not 
a ſupport reconcilable to my ſituation. 
| Lam, Kc. =» W. Hows. 


| — a Leiter from Lond George n 20 Sir William 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 187% Auguſt, 1777. 
[Recetved 12th December 1777-] 


SIR, 

have lately received from Mr. Calbeck, the Preſ ding 

ber of the Council in the iſland of St. John, the ſtrongeſt 

ſentations of the dangers to which the perſons and pro- 
perties 


"g's authority, and that this army acting on the defenſive 
With the moſt perfect reſpect I have the honour to be, &c. 


iy of a Letter from Sir Wm. Howe! to Lord Geo. Germain, 


King it would not be fubmitted to by any Commander: i in 


ances from the Secretary of State in the King's name of 
Majeſty's gracious intention, that the Secretary at War 
ud not interfere in oppoſition to the powers therein con- 
ed, I eſteem myſelf bound to lay the cafe before your 


r of the 22d October, from all diſputes — the Secretary 
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perties of the ſettlers are expoſed from the diſaffected inhabi 


bringing away the cannon at Charlotte Town, which woul: 
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tants of the oppoſite coaſt of Nova-Scotia, and the depreda 
tions of the rebel privateers. N 

The preparations they had been making for their ſecurity 
in conſequence of your letter to Mr. Calbeck of the 6t 
February 1776, authorizing him to raiſe a company of 100 
men, and to conſtruct ſome works upon the eminencies nea 
Charlotte Town, had greatly ſerved to abate thoſe fears whic 
the cruelty exerciſed by the rebels in their attempt upon tha 
iſland in November 1775 had excited; and they were proceed 
ing in the cultivation of their farms with ſome ſpirit whe 
your letter to Mr. Calbeck of the 4th of June, acquainting 
him that the Admiral at your requeft had given directions fo 


render the company he had intended to raiſe. unneceſſary 
and that the iſland would be protected by a ſloop of war fo 
the preſent, and the ſtation of a frigate between it and th 
Gut of Canceaux in future, revived their apprehenſions, pu 
a ſtop to all improvement, and prevented any increaſe of in 
habi tants. 

I muſt confeſs to you that I do not think the alarm the 
have taken is without grounds, for circumſtanced as th: 
iſland is the ſtation of a ſhip of war to cruize between it an 
the Gut of Canceaux, though very neceſlary, is neverthele 
but a precarious protection againſt the depredations of thei 
oppoſite neighbours, and the ſmall rebel cruizers, even during 
the ſeaſon the ſea is open, and none at all when the fea is ſh 
up, or become ſo dangerous that none of the King's ſhips can b 
allowed to remain in it. It is his Majeſty's wiſh therefore tha 
ſome more certain protection ſhould be given to that iſland 
either by ſtationing a detachment of one hundred men fro 
Goreham's or any other of the corps raiſed in America which yo 
can beſt ſpare for this ſervice, or in caſe you ſhall 'not thin 
it proper to ſend any detachment thither, by renewing you 
former directions to Mr. Calbeck to raiſe a company tor th 
immediate defence of the iſland, upon the ſame footing as th 
other American levies, and to be paid by you out of the arm 
extraordinaries, h 


| I am, Ke. Geo. GERMAN. 


Cop 
n 
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by of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir William 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 3d September, 1777. 
N [ Received 12th December.] 

TIK;- 2 | . 
THE late arrival in England of ſeveral of the King's offi- 
us, and others of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects, from South 
arolina and Georgia, has enabled the governors of thoſe pro- 
nces, who have been ſome time here, to collect ſuch in- 
mation reſpecting their ſtate and the diſpoſitions of the peo- 
e as to warrant their drawing up and preſenting to me a 
int memorial, containing their opinion of the practicability 
xd importance of reducing thoſe provinces, in the courſe of 
xt winter, to his Majeſty's obedience ; and as that meaſure 
akes a part of your plan of operations, which has been ap- 
oved by the King, I think it proper to ſend you the incloſed - 
ppy of theſe gentlemens memorial, as it may furniſh yon 
ith ſome information which may be uſeful in the execution 
f that very eſſential ſervice. I am, &c. „ 
' Geo, GERMAIN, 


by Fa Letter from Lord George Germain #o Sir William 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 3d September, 1777. 


. [ Received 12th December.] 
S 8 

HIS Majeſty, apprehending that you mean to carry this 
zmpaign into part of the- next winter, hath commanded me 
inform you that he truſts you will give leave to as few as 
ſible of the general officers ſerving under you to return to 
urope, and to none of them who do not ſhow to you the 
ceſſity of their abſence. 3 5 
As great inconvenience would often ariſe to the ſervice if 
neral officers were premitted to take their Aid. de Camps 
om the corps of engineers, his Majeſty was pleaſed to order 
at practice to be diſcontinued ; but I am to acquaint you 
te King did not mean that the order ſhould affect his Com- 
under in Chief, further than to prevent his appointing the Chief 
agineer in his army one of his Aid de Camps. Should vou 
tink proper to appoint any other officer of that corps ſerving 
ader you, the King, in order to prevent that branch of ſer- 
ce ſuffering, means to ſupply his place from hence; you will 
terefore give me leave to ſubmit to your conſideration, whe- 
'Vor. XI. | M m m ther, 
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cher, when you chooſe to have an Aid de Camp an officer « 
the corps of engineers, it will not be better to have him fror 
hence than to take one of thoſe already ſerving in your army. 


I am, &c. Geo. GERMan 12 

the tr 

: tht > 7 7 11. s ach 
Extract of a Letter from Lerd George Germaim to Sir Williaq i deaſe 
Howe, dated Whitehall, 3d September, 1777. ſuſtai 

X52. ok Received 12th December, Ps conce 

| ' ain 
AS Mr. Waſhington's eat of June roth, relativMWſtrony 
to the exchange of priſoners, is in all probability a reſblutic name 
oo which no arguments on our part will induce him tor I h 
cede, it becomes neceſſary to put an immediate end to a fru your ! 
leſs negociation, 10 or 
As you will find it extremely difficult to obviate the inconi{Nort! 
venience which muſt reſult from the miſtake committed V conve 
the Heſſian chaſſeurs, I cannot but be concerned at their neꝗ nay 
le, eſpecially as it is impoſſible to ſapply the deficiency H Yo 
2 timely ' tranſmiſſion of ſaddles and accoutrements fro i nade 
Europe. comm 
The Earl of Suffolk will make immediate application f if a c 
D N A tunat 
firous 

* neceſ] 
Extract & a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir Williai proct 
oe, dated Whitehall, 3d September, 1777. TI 

. Rerei ved 1200 December. 1, comm 

As 

YOUR "A of June 8th, Joly. 5th, 6th, 7th, Ng, gil w ha 
1th. and 17th came to hand on the 22d Auguſt, and I hꝗ Hor 
the honour of laying them, * with the ineloſures, b point: 
re the King. Ih 
As you expreſs 2 wiſh, that my diſpatches may be forward tenan 
to New York as ufual, I (ſhall avail myſelf of the packet whih incluc 
Gals os: Thurſday next for that place; though her early d by th 
parture will nat only prevent me from returning à ſeparate a I neee 
{wer to your fevetal favours, but alſo make it neceſſary for n > 
V 


to confine. 1 to the ones and moſt material _ 


— . is much pleaſed with the anentlot which h 

to yeu and Lord Howe to the importatien of U 
and ho ar which has been evidently produtive of ſo mu 
voter roy art 


1.1779. Fa 

n concurrence with the meaſures purſued by you in your re- 
pective departments, contribute greatly to the diſtreſſing of 
the rebels. 2 

Iam commanded to acquaint you, that the great merit of 
the troops, who were engaged in the action of the 26th June, 
z acknowledged by his Majeſty ; and that he was graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſignify his approbation of their conduct. The loſs 
ſuſtained was inconſiderable ; but I muſt always feel great 
concern when J recolle& that the army, by the death of Cap- 
ain Finch, has been deprived of an officer who gave the 
ſtrongeſt proofs of military genius, and promiſed to be an or- 
nament to the profeſſion of arme. | 9 

[ have the pleaſure to inform you, that, in complianee with 
jour requeſt, the Maſter of the Lady GageTranſport will receive 
no orders here which can interfere with thoſe he received in 
North America, or prevent him from forthwith procuring and 
conveying to you the'wine and refreſhments in which the army 
nay ſtand in need. | é ng. 

You may be aſſured that every poſſible exertion will be 
made in order to complete the Britiſh regiments under your 
command ; and I ſhould have been happy if your requiſition 
of a corps of Nuſſians could have been complied with—Unfor- 
tunately they cannot be had. But his Majefty is ſo very de- 
frous of furniſhing you with fuch troops as you may think 
neceſſary for the ſervice, that every meafure will be taken to 
procure as many others as poſſible. | | 9 

The tanned leather belts and light pouches, which you re- 
commend for the Provincials, will be ordered. 


As you ſtill continue to think, that it would be convenient | 


to have a General Officer appointed to command in Weſt 
Florida, his Majeſty conſents that you ſhould make ſuch ap- 
pointment. . | | 

I have laid before the King your recommendation of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Patterſon ; and as you will-perceive, that he is 
included in the general promotion (an account of which will 
by this packet be tranſmitted to you by the Secretary at War) 
I need only obferve to you his Majeſty was pleaſed to expreſs 
bis approbation of the Colonel's ſervices. - Sh. 
I I was extremely forry to have ſuch certain proofs as yon 
uldrded me (in the copies of papers relative to Eaſt and 


diſpoſition to act in favour of Government which we had 
deen taught to expect; but as you have diſcovered the ſource 
of their preſent indifference, I hope that the orders which 


you. 


Weſt Florida) that the Southern Indians do not manifeſt that 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779. 
you have iſſued will fruſtrate the deſigns of the agents em- 


ployed by the rebels, and ſecure the future affection of the ap 
Savages. | . 1 
The behaviour of Governor Tonyn, Brigadier General and Ne 
Major Prevoſt, upon the late invaſion of Eaſt Florida, is much my 
approved by his Majeſty ; and I hope that a perſuaſion of marc 
their. zeal and abilities may deter the rebels from a proſecu-M'"* " 
tion of their plan, and enſure ſecurity and quiet to the pro- Hill, 
vince for a longer term than the preſent ſummer. bout 
_ Having had the pleaſure of hearing, that the troops were fe © 
all ſafely embarked, and that the fleet was ſeen on July 27th. 
off Cape Henlopen, I flatter myſelf that I ſhall ſoon have theM'*'<! 
ſatisfaction of receiving advices of conſequence from Philadel- 3dr 
phia. I ſhall have a very ſincere pleaſure in congratulating 2 F 
you upon the expected ſucceſs of the army under your com-{M!"* | 
mand. In the mean time you will give me leave to partake of Mealir 
the joy which you muſt have derived from the accounts of ﬀ"* |< 
General Burgoyne's rapid progreſs, and the fair proſpect ent 
which you now have of an earlier junction than you lately £4 
ſuppoſed likely to be effected. * 
f D 
Copy M a Leiter from the Honourable Sir William Howe to Lord bok | 
George Germain, dated Philadelphia, December 13, 1777. 88 
Ik8zeceiued Jan. 18th, 1778. ] 1 A | 
LORD Cornwallis having applied for leave of abſence to 4 | 
attend his private buſinels in Europe, I take this opportunity al 8 
of ſending my diſpatches by his Lordſhip in the Brilliant“ wh 
armed ſhip. e | _ 
Since my laft, the enemy being joined by upwards of four 
thouſand men, with cannon, from the Northern army, afſem- 4 
bled their whole force in a ſtrong camp at Whitemarſh, co- . 
vered in part by Sandy Run, fourteen miles diſtant. from "a f 
hence, with their right to Wiſſahichon-Crececn. The 
Upon a preſumption that a forward move might tempt. the Wo 
enemy, after receiving tuch, reinforcement, to give battle for = 
the recovery of this place, or that a vulnerable part might be Maior 
found toadmit of an attack upon their camp, the army march- wo 
ed on the night of the 4th inſtant, the van commanded by 910 


Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis, the main body by Lieu- 
tenant-general Knyphauſen, and on the next morning took 
poſt upon Cheſnut-hill, in front of the enemy's right. The 
enemy ſoon after detached a corps of 1000 men to attack the 
light infantry poſted in front, under the command of Liey- 
tenant Colonel Abercroinby,; the conſequence of which was, 
that upon the firſt onſet of the 2d battalion of light — 
| ES od 


1779. 'D „ 8. 


and part of the firſt, they were inſtantly defeated, with the 
ls of between thirty and forty men killed and wounded, 
ind a brigadier made prifoner. 1 9 06 
Not judging it adviſeable to attack the enemy's right, the 
amy, having remained in the ſame poſition during the 6th, 
marched at one o'clock in the morning of the 5th, the van 


Hill, one mile diſtant from the enemy's left. A corps of one 
thouſand men, compoſed of riflemen, and other troops, from 
the enemy's Northern army, were found by the van-guard 
poſted on this hill with "cannon. Lord Cornwallis imme- 
iately attacked with the firſt light infantry, ſupported by the 
33d regiment, and defeated this body, with a conſiderable 
ols of officers and men, their cannon” narrowly eſcaping. 
The thickneſs of the wood where the rebels were poſted, con- 
tealing them from the view of the light infantry, occaſioned 
the lois of one. officer killed, three wounded, and between 
wenty and thirty men killed and wounded, from their firſt 
hre. | 

Major General Grey with his brigade, light infantry of 
tie guards, Queen's rangers, Heſſian and Anſpach chaſſeurs, 
wok poſt upon the left, in front of the enemy's centre. A 
letachment to harraſs this corps was immediately routed b 
he General's advanced guard, compoſed of his light troops, 
vith a loſs to the enemy of fifty killed and wounded. 

Your Lordſhip will ſee, by the incloſed return, the loſs 
fuſtained by the King's troops in the above-mentioned at- 
tacks, ; | 
The enemy's camp being as ſtrong on their centre and left 
x upon the right, their teeming determination to hold this po- 
ition, and unwilling fo expole the troops longer to the wea- 
ther in this inclement ſeaſon, without tents or baggage of any 
tind for officers or men, I returned on the 8th to this place. 
The rear guard, under the command of Lord Cornwallis, 
quitted Edge-hill on the right, about four o'clock in the af- 
ernoon, without the ſmalleſt appearance of the enemy; and 
Major General Grey retiring from his poſt at the ſame time, 
vithout the leaſt moleſtation, the army arrived in this camp 
tt nine o*clock in the evening. 5 B 
On the 11th; at day - break, Lord Cornwallis, with Major 
General Grant under his command, paſfed the Schuylkill 
with a ſtrong corps, and the waggons of the army, to collect 
ſorage for the winter ſupply, which his Lordſhip accompliſh- 
e, and returned yeſterday evening. r n eee 


Vor. XI. Nan % 7 


nd main body commanded as before, to take poſt on Edge- 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 
The enemy having quitted thein camp at White-marſh ſon 
n 
met the head of their army at a bridge they had thrown ove 
the Schuylkill, near to Matſon's Ford, about three mile 
below Sweed's Ford, and fifteen miles diſtant from hence 
Over this bridge the enemy had paſſed 800 men, who we 
immediately diſperſed by his Lordſhip's advanced troops 
obliging part of them to re-croſs it, which occafioned ſuc 
an alarm to. their army, that they broke the bridge; an 
his Lordſhip proceeded to forage without meeting with an 


0 


interruption. 


. The. enemy's intention ſeems to be, to take their winte 
quarters at Carliſle, York, and Lancaſter, and probably the 
Tal have a corps at Reading, and another at Burlington, i 

erſey. is 

| The 71ſt regiment, and regiment of Mirback, are imm 
diately to embark, to reinforce Sir Henry Clinton at Net 
Vork, upon his repreſentation of a want of troops for the de 
fence of that poſt ;, and I propoſe to put the army imme 
diately into winter quarters in this town, where there is ſuf 


ficient room. 
Major General Daniel Jones is arrived at New Yor 


and orders will be ſent to him to join this part of the army. 


With the moſt perfect reſpect, 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 
| W. Howe. 
Copy of a Letter from General Sir William Howe ts Lord Geor 
| Germain, dated 13th December, 1777. 
 T[ Recerved January 11th, 1778. 
My Logp 
_ LAST night 1 had the honour to receive your Lordſhip 
diſpatches: by the Lord Sandwich -Packet, as per margin 
and ſhall defer anſwering them by this conveyance, as the 
does not appear an immediate neceſſity for ſo — and pat 
ticularly, as I am anxious to diſpatch the Brilliant, that yo 
Lordſhip may have the earlieſt communication with Ea 
Cornwallis, whoſe knowledge of the war, in which he has had 
great a ſhare of ſervice, will, Tam confident, enable him 
give your Lordſhip the moſt atnple information. 
{ 1.0 L have the honour to be, 
x your Lordſhip's, & . 
WII. How. 


* No. 1 65 16, 17, duplicates; 17, 18, 19, 20, originals; ſep 
ö - _ Co 
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oby of a 2 Sir William Howe, te Lord George 


Germain, dated Philadelphia, 15th January, 1778. 
My Losp, Hank PReceived 14th March.]- 
1 BEG leave to repreſent, to your Lordſhip, in anſwer 
þ your diſpatch No. 17, reſpecting the Iſland of St. John, 
at finding, by a letter from Mr. Callbeck, preſident of 
e council there, the company of 100 men, which he had 
gaged to raife, would not be ſufficent for the defence of 
WCharlotte-town againſt the diſaffected French inhabitants, 
nd the 'piratical cruizers, who might be tempted to an in- 
afion, merely with a view of ſecuring the guns; I judged. 
texpedient to remove them from thence, concluding the 
land would remain in greater ſecurity from thoſe cruizets, 
hen the principal object was withdrawn, than by a ſhew 
If defence, the weakneſs of which muſt be ſoon diſcovered: 
Whcfides'Mr. Callbeck's demands for ſtores, proviſions, &e. 
xere ſuch that, in the then ſituation of affairs, they could 
ot be complied with conveniently ; neither did I think it 
Wiviſcable, from my intelligence of the enemy's deſign upon 
Nova Scotia, to weaken that province further than I was 
bliged to do, by ſending a detachment to Newfoundland. 
How far I have been right in my expectations, may be beſt 
ian from the peaceful or diſturbed ſtate of the iſland, 
ince the period alluded to; my accounts from thence or 
y other quarter, have not given me as yet any reaſon to 
Whhink myſelf miſtaken; but in conſequence of the King's 
commands, which I have the honour to receive from your 
Lordſhip, a detachment of Provincials is already ordered 
o proceed from New York to the ifland of St, John, as 
bon as the ſeafon will permit it, furniſhed with proviſions 
ind ſtores for twelve months; the provincial corps in 
Nova Scotia being too weak to admit of one going from 
thence. I have the honour to be, ke. NF 
Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe 'to Lord George 
- Germaine, dated Philadelphia, 16th January, 1778. 
iet [ EKeceived 14th March.] e 
My Lo Rp, 2 
BEING fully confident that Earl Cornwallis, in con- 
ſequence of my requeſt to his Lordſhip, will urge ſuch for- | | 
Ecible reaſons againſt the plan propoſed by Lord William = 
Campbell, Sir James Wright, &c. for an expedition to the 
ſouthern colonies this winter, I ſhall only obſerve to your 
Lordſhip that, ſuppoſing a ſufficient force could be ſpared 
from hence upon their plan, which is by no means the 
E | us 23 © -- 


/ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779 
cafe, and. admitting of the promiſed ſucceſs of his Ma- 
jeſty's arms, ſtil] no ſolid advantages could be expected, 
unleſs the acquiſitions were held by a conſiderable force: 
if on the contrary the troops ſhould be withdrawn to other 
objects, the rebels would not fail ta wreak their vengeance 
upon ſuch of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, relying upon 
a continuance, of , ſupport, as ſhould fly to the royal 
ſtandard. 1 1 

For I am ſo far from ſubſcribing to the opinion thoſe 


# & +3 


From theſe conſiderations, and from the expediency of 
keeping the troops collected, that they may be in a ſituatio 
to act againſt the enemy's main army, when the ſeaſon 
permits, I have declined the propoſed expedition, which I 
hope may not meet with his Majeſty's diſapprobation. 

| 5 3 W. Howe 


* | —« , » * 
« 


Cay 2 a Letter frem Sir William Howe, to Lord George 
., , Germain, dazed Philadelphia, 17th January, 1778, 


. l [Received 14th March.] 
My l ” 112 whe | ; 

I have the honour to inform your Lordſhip, that ſince 
the receipt of your diſpatch, No. 20. none of the gener: 
officers, ſerving in this diſtrict of North America, except 
ing Sir Henry Clintog and Lord Cornwallis, have appliec 
for leave of ablence to return to Britain, Sir Henry Clin 
ton, remaining at my requeſt, in the important cammanc 
at NewYork, Lord Cornwallis only, has gone home. Aud 
that I may not counteract his Majeity's intentions in ſend 
ing out Sir Henry Clinton laſt Spring, to ſucceed to tht 
command in caſe of my den, iſe or incapacity, I am to Ie 
queſt the King's pleaſufe for the rule of my conduct, 
caſe of a future application, upon the ſuppotition of m 
exgected removal, I am to make my exccule tor giving you 

| Laid 


my 
Lordf 
ſorſee 


pr Oce 
of hi 


me te 
to ad 
to th 
the r. 


1779. T 


Lordſhip this trouble, but ſhould that event, from any un- 
forſeen cauſe, not take place, I ſhould be at a loſs, how to 
roceed in a matter of that moment, without the knowledge 
of his Majeſty's pleaſure. — | 
Your Lordſhip's having honoured me with his Majeſty's 
commands, that the commander in chief, 1s not to appoint 
the chief engineer to be his Aid de Camp, permit me ſo far 
wo juſtify my appointment of Captain Montreſor to act in 
that capacity, as to inform your Lordſhip, the appointment 
lid not take place, until after the arrival of Major Dixon, 
ind that the inſtant Major Dixon quitted the command, 
Captian Montreſor was no longer my Aid de Camp. I 
im, &c. | | W. Hows. 
Copy of a Letter from General Sir William Howe 1% Lord 
George Germain, dated Philadelphia, 19th Jan. 1778. 
My Lord, I. Eeceived 14th March.] 
THE preſent appearance of the weather encouraging 
me to hope the river will be ſufficiently open in a few days 
to admit of a packet ſailing, I have prepared by diſpatches 
to this date, and ſhall ſend them' off without waiting for 
the receipt of thoſe from your Lordſhip by the Lord Hyde 
packet, which I am informed by Sir Henry Clinton arrived 
at New-York on the 1ſt inſtant, and were detained upon a 
ſuppoſition that the navigation of this river would not be 
open for a ſhip of force, and not thinking it adviſeable to 
truſt them in the packet, or in the armed veſſel bringing 
the advice, 3 
There has not any thing more material happened ſince 
the departure of Lord Cornwallis, who I requeſted to be 
the bearer of my laſt diſpatches, than the paſſing a conſi- 
derable detachment of the army acroſs the Schuylkill on the 
22d of December, to take poſt on the heights of Derby, 
in order to cover the collecting and tranſporting by water, 
as well as by land, a large quantity of forage which that 
country afforded. Abour 1000 tons were brought' in,. a 
3 judged to be nearly ſufficient for the winter con- 
umption; and the detachment returned on the 28th of 
December, without any further attempts from the enemy 
to retard the progreſs of the foragers, than from ſmall par- 
ties ſkulking, as is their cuſtom, to ſeize upon the ſtrag- 
gling ſoldiers : one of theſe parties, conſiſting of two offi- 
cers and thirty men, were decoyed by two dragoons of the 
17th regiment, into an ambuſcade and made priſoners. 


On the 3oth and 3iſt of December the troops went into 


winter quarters in this town, where they are well accom- 
modated. a 
IC The 
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PARLIAMENTARY,” A. 2 


The enemy's army, excepting a detachment of 1200 
men, at Wilmington, is hutted in the woods near Valley 
Forge upon the Schuylkill, 26 miles from hence, and in a 


very ſtrong poſition. | 
Colonel Harcourt, who will have the honour of preſent- 


ing theſe diſpatches, f as my leave to go to England upon his V. 
private affairs, to whom I beg leave to refer your Lordſhip cited 
17 the fulleſt information that may be required. | may 
I have the honour to be, &c. W. Hows, our 
Copy, of a Letter from Lord George Germain, to Sir William of a 
Hlowe, dated Whitehall 11th December, 1777. York 
I.. | [ Received 27th Feb, ]Mprele 
It having been thought improper to detain the packet, IT. 
it is determined that ſhe ſhall ſail with the firſt fair wind, the © 
I am by this circumſtance of her ſudden departure pre-Iſo ga 
vented from returning a methodical and circumſtantia} an-{Whopec 
ſwer to the ſeveral letters with which you favoured me from ſeeing 
the head of Elk, from Head Quarters German-Town and 5 
ir 


Philadelphia. 
I cannot however permit the veſſel to be ſent off, without Nort 
acknowledging the receipt of the above diſpatches, and con- moſt 
gratulating you on the ſignal ſucgefles which have attended 
the army under your command ſince the debarkation at EIKI ind! 
Ferry, and I ſhall only remark that while you ſo juſtly | 
contend that thoſe ſucceſſes are undoubted vouchers of theſieted 
good conduct of the general officers, and of the braveryſſ'® be 
of the ſoldiers, you ought not by any means to decline theſſ<ondi 
commendations to which you yourſelf have evidently an 
indiſpenſable claim, from-the judgment, ardor, and mili- * 
tary ſxill which you exhibited on the march, and in the ſe- h 
vera] engagements. And I have the pleaſure of being com 
manded to inform you that his Majeſty is duly ſenſible c 
the large ſhare of praiſe to which you are entitled on thoſe 
Accounts, 1 | | 
' Whether I conſider the advantages that were propoſcd 
to be derived from the progreſs and ſucceſsful operation 


of the Canada army, or the effect which our diſappoint 422.9 
ment will have on the minds of the rebels, I cannot but Wil 
feel the moſt poignant concern and mortification at 8 
ſtrong, and I fear too well grounded, reports of the mil 1 f 
fortune which has happened to Lieutenant General Bur _ 

ere! 


oe and his army; ſhould thoſe reports prove true in thei 
ull extent, ſo heavy a misfortune will be deeply felt by mm 
bis Majeſty and the whole nation, and a material alteratio 
in the plan of carrying on the war muſt neceſſarily takꝗ the pat 

+ 44506 place ve ſtil 
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pign is fully known, it is impoſſible for his Majeſty to 
come to any determination or to ſend you any particular in- 
tructions. 5 

Vour zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice will have already ex- 
cited you to endeavour to obviate the inconveniences which 
may reſult from the failure of that expedition, and as 
your wiſdom muſt have immediately diſcovered the neceſſity 
of a particular attention being paid to the iſland of New 
York and Rhode iſland; his Majeſty truſts that their 
preſervation will be effectually conſulted by you. 

The attack of Redbank reflets the greateſt credit on 
the officers and ſoldiers. The death of men who behaved 
ſo gallantly is a loſs ever to be lamented, and it is to be 


hoped that the ſurvivors have ſince had the ſatisfaction of 


ſeeing their courage and ardour rewarded with the deſerved 
ſucceſs. | | 
Sir Henry Clinton's conduct in the expedition up the 
North- river does him the greateſt honour. The plan was 
moſt judicious, and it was executed with equal ability. 
The officers and troops merit the greateſt commendations'; 
ind I have the pleaſure to acquaint you that his Majeſty 
highly approves the ſpirit and vigour with which they ef- 
feed that very difficult and important ſervice. It is only 
to be lamented, that Sir Henry Clinton was not earlier in a 
condition to undertake an enterprize, the ſucceſs of which 
muft have been of the moſt ſingular advantage to General 
| 8 operations. 
he King has been pleaſed to expreſs his approbation of 
Major-general Vaughan's conduct, and it is a very ſincere 
happineſs to me to be able to aſſure you, that his Majeſty is 
perfectly ſatisfied with the ſervices which have been ren- 


dered him on the ſeveral occafions mentioned in your late 


diſpatches, by the officers and men, Britiſh, foreign, and 
provincials. I am, &c. ' __ GERMAIN, 
Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Sir 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 11th December, 1777. 
r 5 [Received 27th February. ] 
I AM to acquaint you, that I had the honour of laying 
before the King your ſeparate letter of the 22d October, 
wherein you deſire his Majeſty's permiſſion to quit your 
command, | | 5 . eee "2G 
His Majeſty received your requeſt with concern. But xs 
the particulars of Lieutenant General Burgoyne's fituation 
ae ſtil} unknown, and your own campaign is not — 
; 4 am 


place, but until the effect of your operations this eam- 
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I am not authorized at preſent to ſignify his Majeſty's com jede 
mands upon that ſubject. I beg leave, however, to aſſurq of 
you, that there will not be any avoidable delay in coming ſuce 
to a deciſion upon it, as well as on the ſeveral parts of your qua 
.diſpatches, and on the plan of operations for the future ſhip 
conduct of the war; and that deciſion ſhall be tranſmitted, i 


to you as ſoon as poffi ble. con 
I am, &c. GEO. GERMAIN. A 

| | ſome 

Copy 8 a Letter from Sir William Howe 1% Lord Georgꝗ but 
ermain, dated Philadelphia, 5 March, 1778. unde 

5 Received 26th April. ] | celve 

My Loxp, | veſſe 


I T gave me pain to learn, by. the honour of your Lord arm) 
"ſhip's diſpatch, No. 23, that my application to retur ſupp 
home had given his Majeſty one moment's concern. the 
meant not to throw any difficulties in the way of the King'M tran 
-ſervice, which I have ever been, and ever ſhall be, mol g# th 
zealous to promote, as far as my perſon and abilities can ſervi 
carry me. But in the preſent inſtance, conceiving th am i 
confidence of his Majeſty's miniſter to be withdrawn WM force 
which I have the preſumption to believe I once poſſeſſed, WM from 
conſidered it a duty I owed the King, the miniſter, thafyas 
public, and to myſelf, humbly to requeſt my diſmiſhon. Wl exec; 


I have the honour to be, &kc. W. HowWẽ EF the | 

' comr 

Extract of Sir William Howe's Letter to Lord George Ger the n 
main, dated Philadelphia 5th March 1778. 4 
Received 26th April. when 


I TAKE the opportunity of Lieut. Colonel Dyer N hutte 
return to Europe in an armed Victualler, to give the earlieſſj from 
information of the receipt of your Lordſhip's diſpatcheꝗ vinte 
No. 22 and 23, a Letter from Mr. Knox of 11th December Gr 
with duplicates of former diſpatches No. 18, 19, 20, 21 to af 
.and ſeparate of 3d September which were brought here b 


a Sloop of war from New York on the 27th February. ry 
The approbation which the King has been graciouſl! gap 


leaſed; to expreſs of the judicious and ſpirited: conduct o 
Sir Henry Clinton, and Major General Vaughan, I fhal reſiſte 


immediately tranſmit to theſe officers at New Vork: anc 1 

Jam happy in aſſuring, that the honour conferred upo =. 

the officers and ſoldiers in'general, by a declaration fro 3 

vour Lordſhip, that his Majeſty is perfectly ſatisfied wit 3 

their ſervices in the late Campaign, has been received b) Vo 
now 


.thaſe here with gratetul reſpect. My moſt dutiful = f 
| 5 : : edg 
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ledgements for his Majeſty's condeſcenſion, in taking notice 
of the ſmall ſhare of merit which I can claim in the late 
ſucceſſes attending the Britiſh arms, would be very inade- 
quate to my feelings on the occaſion : and your Lord- 
ſhip's expreſſions of approbation, are ſuch as cannot fail 
to impreſs me with a due ſenſe of your opinion of my 
conduct. 5 

A report revolt in Canada has prevailed here for 
ſome time paſt, to which, I confeſs, I gave little credit; 
but from good intelligence lately received, the rebels have 
undertaken an expedition into that province, which I con- 
ceive is either intended for the deſtruction of the armed 
veſſels at St. John's, in order to facilitate the paſlage of an 
army in the ſpring, or to penetrate into the country on a 
ſuppoſition of being joined by the diſaffected Canadians — 
the troops, amounting to four thouſand men, are to be 
tranſported in one thouſand ſledges, under the command 
of the Marquis De la Fayette, a Major General in the rebel 
ſervice, accompanied by Major General Conway, who, I 
am informed, is a Captain in the ſervice of France.— This 
force, excepting one Regiment taken from hence, is drawn 
from the New England provinces, and the 22d of February 
was appointed for their aſſembling at Albany. As the 
execution of this meaſure muſt depend upon the paſſing of 
the Lakes over the ice, it is totally out of my power to 
communicate to Sir Guy Carleton timely intelligence of 
the movement, | 


The rebel army continues in the ſame ſituation as 
when I had laſt the honour of writing to your Lordſhip, 
hutted at Velley Forge, where their men ſuffer exceedingly 
from the very inclement weather that has prevailed this 
winter, which has induced numbers to defert. 


Great ſtruggles are making throughout the provinces 
to aſſemble a numerous army in the ſpring, and the moſt 
oppreffive and arbitrary means exerciſed to draw the people 
to the field, who almoſt generally ſhew extreme backward- 
neſs to their ſervice, and in ſome inſtances have forcibly 
reſiſted the tyranny of their rulers. 

The dread of an Indian war gives great alarm to the 
back ſettlers in the middle provinces, who have reaſon to 
fear the reſentment of theſe people, for the treacherous 
murder of a chief warrior of the Shawnee tribe, named the 
Cornſtalk, and of his ſon, at a late conference held by one 
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FFARLIAMENTARY A. 1779, 
of the rebel agents near the mouth of the-great Nonhaway 
river. — The conſequence has already been fatal to many of 
the back inhabitants, and, by accounts I can depend upon, 
the Indians are not to be pacified. 


By the laſt letter from General Burgoyne, I have too 


much reaſon to believe that every means will be uſed to 
delay the departure of the troops under the Convention of 
Saratoga for Great Britain, if it is not already a fixed 
reſolution to detain them. The moſt exorbitant demands 
have, by the expreſs order of the Congreſs, been made againſt 
them for proviſions, contingencies, &c. and every diſhcul- 
ty ſtarted that ingenuity could deviſe. To the fiſt I 
think it adviſeable in ſome meaſure to yield, and I have 
done every thing in my power to remove the latter, eſteem- 
ing the releaſe of the General and his troops ſuperior to 
every other conſideration. The Admiral has ſent tranſports 
to Boſton to receive them on board, and I have not only 
paſſed my word for diſcharging on demand any debt that 
ſhall} be acknowledged by. General Burgoyne, but have 
ſupplied him with caſh and with credit to liquidate it on 
the ſpot, ſo that i have no other reaſon to doubt their de- 
parture than a political determination to the contrary, 
To facilitate this buſineſs moſt effectually, I have agreed 
with General Waſhington for the appointment of Com- 
miſioners on his part and on mine, to meet at German- 
Town on the 10th inſtant, not only to adjuſt ſuch matters 
as may come befere them, relative to the troops under the 
Convention, but to treat and to determine upon all mat- 
ters whatſoever relative to priſoners, As a preliminary to 
the exchange of officers, I have infiſted upon the exchange, 
of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and of the Heſſian field 
officers taken at Trenton, and I hope for the pleaſure of 
reporting the ſucceſs of this Cartel to your Lordſhip in 
my next diſpatches. _ | 
., Colonels O'Hara and Stephens, and Captain Fitzpatrick 
of the detatchment of the Foot Guards are the gentlemen 
I have nominated as Commiſſioners on my part, in whoſe 


abilities and zeal for the honour of his Majeſty's ſervice; 


and for the intereſt of thoſe moſt immediately concerned, 
I; have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to place implicit confidence. 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 


ermaine, dated Philadelphia, 24th March, 1778. 
Received 7th May.] | 
Mx Lot, : | 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip that the 


enemy's intended invaſion of Canada by way of the Lakes, 


35 mentioned in my laſt diſpatches, has failed from diſap- 


pointments in collecting the troops and ſtores propoſed for 


that enterprize. The Marquis de la Fayette, I learn, is 
turned from Albany to the army in this province, and 
General Conway remains in New England to command, as 
it is ſaid, an army on that fide, which is deſigned to act 
either againſt New York or Rhode Ifland. The Generals 
commanding at thoſe poſts are apprized of the intention, 
and as the troops ſtationed at thoſe places, with the' navy 
co-operating, are in my opinion adequate to their defence, 
have not any apprehenſion for their ſafety. 9 


If I may judge from the late proceedings of the Congreſs, 


relative to General Burgoyne and the troops under the 
Convention of Saratoga, there is little doubt of a determi- 
nation being taken to detain them, even under the moſt 
frivolous pretences. That your Lordſhip may be fully in- 
formed of every tranſaction relative to General Burgoyne 
ſince his arrival in the neighbourhood of Boſton, I have 
the honour to incloſe copies of the muſt material papers that 
have paſſed between him, myſelf, and others on the ſubject 
of his ſituation, and as this buſineſs has been unavoidably 
blended with the ſtate of prifoners in general, I have 
ranged the correſpondences relative to both in a regular 
ſucceſſion, by which your Lordſhip will obſerve the dif- 
heulties that may be expected in reconciling the objections 
which are made, and in the adjuſtment of a general cartel. 
The time appointed for the meeting of the Commiſſioners 
being poſtponed by General Waſhington to the 31ſt of this 
month, without aſſigning any ſatisfactory reaſon, leads me 
to believe that neither he, or thoſe under whoſe authority 
he acts, are ſincere in their profeſſions to carry an 'exchange 
into execution at this time. The Admiral is daily expected 
here from Rhode Iſland ; but as his arrival may be retarded, 
| have thought it adviſeable to diſpatch the Sandwich 
Packet for England, and waiting in humble expectations of 

bis Majeſty's commands, I am, &c. 5 
W. Howe. 
Ooo 2 | Cepy 
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* of a Letter 7 from Lord George Germain to Sir Willian M627 
| rug ted Whitehall, 55 February, 1778. W 
; } Bis [ Received April oth.] * 
ON the 17th of laſt month, Sir Thomas Spencer Wil. Id 
fon delivered to me your diſpatches, numbered 73, 74, and | acq 
75» and your private letter, of the 3oth November; and on ing 
18th, I received from Lord Cornwallis thoſe of the Wvber: 
13th December, numbered 76 and 77, all which I have em 
had the honour to lay before the King. 
The happy iſſue of the attack upon the Fort, on Mud- burg 
Wand, and the very important conſequences with which that {Miaign 
ucceſs was attended, by occaſioning the abandonment of Mignif 
the Fort at Redbank, and the deſtruction of ſeveral of the I h 
rebel gallies, and of opening the communication between from 
the town of Philadelphia and the ſhipping, gave his Ma- zoth 
jeſty particular ſatisfaction; and I am commanded to add, Nween 
that the conduct of the land and naval officers who con- {patch 
ducted the attack, and the alacrity and perſeverance of the 45 f 
officers and ſeamen employed in that ſervice, have met with 
bis Majeſty's royal approbation. The ſmall loſs, with which 
theſe important objects were attained, is a circumſtance that relign 
could not fail to be very pleaſing to his Majeſty, and bears 
honourable teſtimony of the wiſdom with which the attack Nou a 
was planned, and of the attention ſhewn to the ſafety of on o 
the troops directed to make it; circumſtances which muit MW 
ever refle credit on the commander in chief, and endear Dag th 
bim to the army under his orders. or wer 
I ſhall expect, with much impatience and anxiety, to 
hear that the troops, which compoſed Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne's army, are allowed to embark at Rhode Iſland, 
inſtead of Boſton; and that no advantage is taken of that 
fmall deviation from the terms of the Convention, to con- 
travene it. pleaſu1 
Major Ackland, who belonged to that army, had the ſWlinto 
misfortune to be taken priſoner, ſome days before the con- Mlajeſt 
vention was made; his relations here, are very anxious for 
his releaſe; and as the regiment, to which he is Major, is 
included in the convention, and is to come to England, his 
detention will be attended with ſome inconvenience; I muft apy of 
therefore beg leave you will endeavour to have him ex- Will 


wery | 
advant 
Clinto 
te alre 


changed, the firſt opportunity that offers. 
4 am &c, Geo, GERMAN. T H 
Copy Naſtant, 


A. 1779: 3 1B A Þ T7 ©: 1 


(apy of a Letter from Lord George Germaine to General Sir 


William Howe, dated Whitehall, 4th February, 1778. 

SIS > | [ Received April g.] 

IN my letter to you of the 11th of December, No. 23, 
| acquainted you that I had the honour to lay before the 

King your ſeparate letter to me of the 22d of October 

wherein you defire his Majeſty's permiſſion to quit your 

command, and that his Majeſty had received your requeſt 
with concern; but as the particulars of Lieutenant General 
WBurgoyne's ſituation were then unknown, and your cam» 
paign net finiſhed, his Majeſty had not authorized me to 
lenify his commands upon that ſubject. 

[ have ſince received and laid before the King a letter 
from Lieutenant General Burgoyne, dated at Albany, the 
20th of October, incloſing the articles of convention be- 
tween him and Major General Gates ; and alſo your dif- 
patches of the 13th of December, by which his, Majeſty 
was fully informed of the final cloſing of the campaign, 
and was therefore graciouſly pleaſed to order me to ſignify 
to you, his royal acquieſcence in your requeſt of leave to 
reſign the command, provided Sir Henry Clinton ſhall be 
in America when this letter reaches your hands, to whom 
jou are to deliver up the command, and put him in poſſeſ- 
ton of all the orders and inſtructions, which you have re- 
ceived from me or any other of the King's ſervants, reſpect- 
ug the troops, or the operations in which they have been 
or were to be employed. 

His Majeſty alſo relies upon your furniſhing him with 
very information you ſhall conceive may be of uſe, and 
advantagequs to the King's ſervice. But in caſe Sir Henry 
Clinton ſhall have received leave of abſence from you, and 
te already ſailed from North America, it is his Majeſty's 
pleaſure that you do remain with the army until Sir Hor 
Clinton's return, or the arrival of ſuch other officer as his 
Majeſty ſhall think proper to appoint to ſucceed you. | 

| I am &c. GEo. G va 


y of a Letter from Lord George Germain to General Sir 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 187 February, 1778. 
SIR, [ Recerved April I14.] 
THE incloſed duplicate of my letter to you of the 4th 
ant, by the packet, will inform you that his Majeſty = 
5 n 
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been graciouſly pleaſed to acquieſce in your requeſt of leave 
to quit your command, and return to England, provided 
Sir Henry Clinton fhall not have left America before that 3 
letter reaches your hands. I now avail myſelf of the op- 
portunity of a ſhip of war, diſpatched expreſs, for the pur- 
poſe of conveying to you and Lord Howe, in the ſpeedieſt 
manner, advice of the ſalutary meaſure under the conſidera- 
tion of Parliament, of which you will be fully informed by 
my ſeparate letter of this day's date, to add to what I have 
expreſſed in my former letter, that his Majeſty, from the 
experience he has had of your zeal and attachment to his 
ſervice, has the fulleſt confidence that, whilſt you continue 
in the command, you will Jay hold of every opportunit 
of putting an end to the rebellion, and inducing a ſubmiſ- 
ſion to legal government, by a due exertion of the force 
under your orders. Every means will be employed to aug- 
ment that force, and I have the ſatisfaction to acquaint you 
that his Majeſty has received the moſt uncommon teſtimonies 
of affection and ſupport, in the proſecution of the war, i 
the obſtinacy of the colonies, in rejecting the generous 
terms now held out to them, ſhall make it neceſſary to con- 
tinue it, not only from parliament but from the people in ge- 
neral. Several noblemen and gentlemen of extenſive influence, PN. 
and ſame great cities, have undertaken to raiſe new corps; ord N 
and in London, Briſtol, and many other towns, conſider-M' 
able ſums have been ſubſcribed, to be given in bounties to 
recruits for the old regiments. 

Nevertheleſs, as the ſeaſon muft be far advanced before 
ſo large a reinforcement can be ſent out as might be ſuf- 
ficient to enable you to act at any diſtance from the {e: 
coat, his Majeſty's intentions are, that you ſhould begi 
your operations as early as poſſible, by detaching ſuch: 
number of troops as can be ſpared, conſiſtent with the de 
fenſive plan you have propoſed, and, in conjunction with | 
the fleet, may be ſufficient to attack the ſea ports in th . 
province of achuſets-bay, Connecticut, and New 
hampſhire, for the purpoſe of deſtroying their ſhips of w 
and- privateers, by which the trade of this kingdom has 
been ſo greatly annoyed, and incapacitating them from fit 
ting out others with the like intent. 

You will therefore loſe no time in concerting with the 
Admiral the beſt means of effecting this very eſſential 


ſervice. I am, &c. 
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(:yy of circular Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir 
William Howe, &c. dated Whitehall, 19th February, 
7 [ Received April 14th] 

8 x . 


happineſs of all his ſubjects, has ſeen with great concern 


bnies, and willing to hope, that even thoſe who have been 
noſt forward in bringing on theſe misfortunes, are now con- 
inced of the fatal tendency of their conduct, and would 
ladly return to their allegiance, if they were not with- 
eld by apprehenſions that advantage would be taken of 
eir ſubmiſſion, to purſue meaſures dictated by reſent- 
nent of their paſt behaviour, and to impoſe upon the Co- 
nies intolerable burthens and reſtraints, To remove all 
round of ſuch apprehenſions, and to prepare the way for 
e return of peace; his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed to 
ignify his royal pleaſure to his moſt confidential ſervants on 


mportance, that they ſhould deliberate upon and concert 
ord North, on the 17th inſtant, propounded to the Houſe 
Commons the incloſed reſolution, which was unani- 
f it, and this day preſented and read in the Houſe. 

ls incloſed herewith, and to ſignify to you his royal plea- 
ure, that you do cauſe them to be printed and diſperſed 
oughout the Colonies, by ſuch means as'ſha}] be moſt: 


kely to make them generally known and conſidered, and- 


> of truce, or private perſons among the rebel troops, 
1d 1 fR0ſe arts of the country, where the authority of 


eule. And this you are to do with all 


, U as the people at large may be ac- 
i contents, before ill-intentioned perſons 
'» Hf :1e prejudices againſt them, or, by miſ- 

_ r tc4dency, excite jealouſy and diſtruſt of 

pontion of Great Britain towards the 
) I'am &c. e 
Gko. GERMAIN. - 


Copy 
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9 ; ; 
THE King, ever defirous to promote the welfare and 


ie calamitous conſequences of the diſpute with the Co- 


rhoſe advice his Majeſty relies in matters of the greateſt 


ich meaſures, as would be moſt likely to produce thoſe 
zppy effects. And, in conſequence of that deliberation, 


ouſly adopted, and bills have been prepared in purſuance: 


The King commands me to fend you copies of thoſe: 


hat you embrace every opportunity: of circulating them by 
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4 
Copy 2 Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord Georg 
ermaine, dated Philadelphia, 19th April, 1778. 
[Received 1/} June. ] 


My Lord, | I 
SINCE the departure of my laſt diſpatches, by th y,, 
Sandwich Packet, I have had the honor to receive dupli xo 
cates of your letters of 11th December, N“. 22 and 23, * N 
duplicate from Mr. Knox, of the 12th of ſame month, an arri. 
his circular letter of the 7th of January ; which were deli com 
vered to me here on the 27th of March, The Mercur 5 
Packet arrived with your lordſhip's commands of the 18tl ah 
of February, No. 26, and circular of the 19th of fai 1 
month, inclofing the drafts of two bills, the duplicates erte 
No. 24 and 25, and of Mr. Knox's circular letter of 5tl rf; 
January arrived at the ſame time. 1 "WM 

The Royal approbation of the behaviour of the troop -; 
employed in the reduction of the Fort upon Mud-Iſlandiſ nd 
as communicated in your Lordſhip's diſpatch No. 24, hai te. 
1 by them with a due degree of gratitude ane th 
reſpect. Fs | 

It is with concern I inform your Lordſhip, that by ver . 


hte private intelligence, arrived from Lieutenant Genese 
Burgeyne, he has not any proſpect of the troops unde | 
the Convention being allowed to embark ; leave was ob 
tained from the Congreſs for his own return to Englan 
with his family ; but this permiſſion, though explicit an 
unconditional, was not evaded by the objections of the Ge mis! 
netal commanding at Boſton, who argued that it did nc ; 
appear, that the vote of Congreſs in his favour cancellegſ 1, . 

the vote in December laſt ; whereby he is ordered to | * 
detained, together with the troops, till all accounts 2 
kyquidited and diſcharged. 

The Papers I had the honour to tranſmit to yo 
Lor#thip by che Sandwich Packet, with my letter of 24t 
Marek, No. 89, duplicates of which I ſend by this co! 
veyance, will point out the various reaſons given for the de 
tention of thefe troops. It was to avoid what I thought t 
be the principal obſtacle, that I ordered 100,000. to | 
remitted to Rhode-Ifland, recommending the paymer 
of every demand which General Burgoyne may think 1 
any degree admiſſible, provided it could procure the relea 
of himſelf and his troops. This however the Congre 
ſeerhs to have intentionally precluded, by their laſt reſolv: 


1 


A. 17796. C 

on the 8th of January: declaring, ** That the embarkation 
of Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and the troops under his 
command, be ſuſpended, until a diſtin and explicit rati- 
ficaticn of the Convention of Saratoga ſhall be properly 
notified by the court of Great Britain to Congreſs.” 

I have ſent copies to Sir Henry Clinton, at New- 
York, of your Lordſhip's diſpatches of 4th of February, 
No. 25; of the 18th February, No. 26, and of the circu- 
Jar letter of the 19th of ſaid month. . Upon the General's 
arrival here I ſhall not fai] ſtrictly to adhere to his Majeſty's 
commands, by giving him the fulleſt information in my 
power, after which 1 ſhall immediately proceed to Eng- 
land. 

The Drafts of the bills incloſed in your Lordſhip's 
letter of the 19th February, have been publiſhed, and diſ- 
perſed in obedience to his Majeſty's commands, and will, 
| have no doubt, be ſhortly ſpread-over this continent. 

The enemy's poſition continues to be at Valley Forge 
and Wilmington; their force has been diminiſhed during 
the courſe of the winter by deſertion, and by detachments 
to the back ſettlements, where the Indians make conſtant 
inroads ; but the want of green forage does not yet permit 
me to take the field, and their ſituation too ſtrong to hazarp 
an attack with a proſpect of ſucceſs, which might put an 
end to the rebellion ; whereas a check at this period would 
probably counteract his Majeſty's intentions of preparing 
the way for the return of peace, by the bills propoſed. 

Colone] Mawhood will have the honour of delivering 
this letter, and is perfectly qua ified to anſwer every inquiry 
your Lordſhip may have occaſion to make relative to his 
Majeſty's ſervice in this quarter. J am, &c. 

| WII. HowE, 


Copy of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germain, dated Philadelphia, April 19, 1778 
Private. Received 1/7 June. ] 


My LoRp, 

I BEG leave to trouble your Lordſhip with this preſent 
diſpatch, in conſequence of his Majeſty's intentions, ſig- 
nified to me in your Lordſhip's letter of the 18th February, 
that the operations of this campaign ſhould begin by de- 
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taching a body of troops to attack the ſea-ports in the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts-bay,*ConneQticut, and New Hamp- 
ſhire, upon the arrival of the Admiral, who is daily ex- 
pected, and of Sir Henry Clinton, who I hope ſoon to lee, 
no time Mall be loſt, in conſulting with them upon the 
ſubje& of his Majeſty's commands. | 

J do not heſitate to confeſs to your Lordſhip, that J ap- 
prehend great hazard will attend the ſucceſs of this expe- 
dition, as a ſuperior number of troops than can be fared 
will be requiſite to carry it effectually into ex- cution. Your 
Lordſhip is pleaſed to direct that theſe troops ſhould be 
detached ent with the defenſive plan I have propotd; 
upon which I beg leave to obſerve, that to fend a coniuder- 
able force from hence does not appear to me advviſeable, 
conſidering that the remainder would not be able fo far to 
improve any ſucceſsful operation in the field, or other fa- 
vourable circumſtances that may occur, as to change the 
d-fenſive into an offenſive plan; which I humbly preſume 
that an army, though adting on the defenſive, ſhould always 
entertain. | 

It is my opinion, that more than two thouſand men 
ought not to be ſent from hence, and that leſs than four 
thouſand would be inſufficient for the propoſed ſervice ; be- 
ing fully perſuaded, a ſmaller number making a deſcent 
on the coaſt of New England, where there may be an ob- 
ject in view, would very ſoon be oppoſed by a great ſupe- 
riority of force, conſiſting of ſuch troops as were ſucceſs- 
ful againft the Northern army ; and the difficult navigation 
upon theſe coaſts with a fleet, the frequent fogs that pre- 
vail, the want of a convenient port of rendezvous, the flat- 
neſs of a great part of the coaſt, which muſt impede. the 
receiving of neceſſary aſſiſtances from the ſhipping, as well 
in landing as in the re-embarkation of the troops, will, I 


flar, render any effectual ſervice extremely hazardous. 


If I thought myſelf authorized, from the words of your 
Lordſhip's i-tter, to diſpute the expediency of ſuch an ex- 
pec.ition, unter the preſent circumſtances of the army, I 
ſhould not ſcruple to give my advice againſt it, conceiving 
it would be for the benefit of the king's ſervice : and I beg 
your Lordſhip may do me the juſtice to believe that I am 
actuated by no other motive in preſuming thus freely to give 
my opinion. 

Permit me to add, that though advantages very beneficial 


may be obtained by the force now here, they may not '* 
| a 2 2 1 
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ſo decifive as to put an end to the rebellion, or to induce a 
(ſubmiſſion to legal. government; for I am not to inform 
your Lordſhip, that a defenſive army may not become an 
offenſive one, even by a ſtroke of good fortune happening 
in the courſe of the campaign. 

When 1 mentioned my idea of a defenſive plan 'to your 
Lordſhip, I meant it in a general ſenſe, that your Lordſhip 
might not be deceived into the hope of very effential con- 
queſts from the force then under my command, but with- 
out any deſign to exclude the proſpect of ſeizing every ad- 
vantage that might ariſe from the viciſſitude of military 
operations, 

With the moſt reſpect, I have the honour to be 
-Your Lordibip's moſt faithful and obedient ſervant, 
W. Hows. 


Extract of a Letter from the Honourable General Sir William 
Howe to Lord George Germain, dated Philadelphia, 
May 11, 1778. | 


[ Received June 10.] 
My Lord, 


I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordſhip of Sir 
Henry Clinton's arrival here on the 8th inſtant; and that, 
Jin conſequence of his Majeſty's permiſſion to return to 
England, I ſhall delay my departure no longer than is ne- 
ceſſary to furniſh my ſucceſſor with the orders and inftruc- 
tions with which I have been honoured, and with every 
further information that I can conceive may be of advantage 
or uſe to the ſervice, | 
Since the earlieft return of ſpring, a ſucceſſion of de- 
tachments from hence has ranged the country for many 
miles round this city, and in the province of Jerſey, io 
open the communication for bringing in ſupplies, to relieve 
the peaceable inhabitants from the perſecution of their op- 
preſſors, and to collect forage for the army. Theſe detach- 
ments have, without exception, ſucceeded to my expecta- 
tions, greatly to the credit of the troops employed, to the 
annoyance of the enemy, and to the advantage of his 
Majeſty's ſervice, Colonel Mawhood in particular, with 
three battalions and a Provincial corps, made a deſcent on 
the coaſt of Jerſey, near Salem, in the month of March; 
and, after diſperſing the force collected in that part of the 
country, returned with a 1 ſeaſonable ſupply of forage. 
Ppp 2 
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ing, wounding, and taking 150 men, including omcers 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17:9. 


To the ſkill and activity of Lieutenant-colonel Aber 
cromby, muſt be attributed a ſucceſsful ſurprize, made o! 
the 4th inſtant, upon a corpſe of the enemy, conſiſting o 
goo men, under the command of a Brigadier-general 
poſted about ſeventeen miles from hence, with 400 light 
infantry, 300 rangers, and a party of light dragoons ; that 
officer attacked and defeated this corps of the enemy, kill 


with the loſs of only 9 wounded. The route would have 
been far more complete, if the long march of the infantry 
in effecting this ſurprize, had not diſabled them from a vi 
gorous purſuit, 

I have equal pleaſure in reporting to your Lordſhip the Copy 
good conduct, and ſucceſs of Major Maitland, who wa 
detached the 7th inſtant with the 2d battalion of light in 
fantry in flat boats, attended by three gallies and other 
armed boats, under the command of Captain Henry of th: 


navy. His orders were to procced up the Delaware, an 3 

deſtroy all the ſhips and veſſels lying in the river between mitt 

this and Trenton. The incloſed account of his expetitioi ſente 

will prove how effectually this enterprize was executed ſince 

and the very conſiderable loſs the enemy have ſuſtained. my 

Two poſts are taken on the Jerſey fide of the Delaware 

at Cooper's-ferry and at Billing's-port; the firſt to cover made 

parties cutting wood for the future ſupply of the troops of de 

the latter to ſecure the navigation of the Delaware in : Parli 

narrow part of the channel. I. 

I have the honour to be, &c. W. Howe . 

Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain to Sir Willia 3 

| Howe, dated Whitehall, 8th March, 1778. _ 

[Not received in America.] . 8 

. peed 

8 1 R, | of hi 

AS in conſequence of his Majeſty's acquieſcence i lonie: 
your requeſt, of Jeave to quit your command and return t 

England, it may be expected you will have ſailed fro Copy 


America, before any diſpatches which are now to go fron 
hence can arrive, and, as it was the condition under whic 
your requeſt was granted, that Sir Henry Clinton ſhould be 
preſeat in America, in order to take the command, hei | 
you leave it; I have addreſſed the directions which th A] 


King has thought fit to give reſpecting the future opera will h 


tions of the army, to Sir Henry Clinton ; but ſhould it 
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ſo happen, that he ſhould have ſailed from America before 
you receive my letter of the 4th of February, and that 
the command ſtil] remains with you; I have ordered Ma- 
jor Drummond, to whom my diſpatch is entruſted, to 
carry it to you; and I am to ſignify to you his majeſty's 
pleaſure that you do, in ſuch cafe, conſider the ſaid diſ- 
patch as addrefled to you, and, in all reſpects, govern your- 
ſelf by it, in the ſame manner as you would have done, 
had it been addreficd to yourſelf inſtead of Sir Henry 
Clinton. I am, &c. 

GEO. CIERMAIN, 


Copy of a circular Letter from Lord George Germain % Sir 
William Howe, Sc. dated Whitehall, 11th March, 1778. 
{ Not received in America. | 


SIR, 

IN my letter to you of the 19th of laſt month, I tranſ- 
mitted copies of two Bills which were on that day pre- 
ſented and read in the Houſe of Commons. They have 
ſince paſſed both Houſes, and received the Royal aſſent; 
very few eſlential alterations having beer. made in them du- 
ring their progreis through the Houſes, except ſuch as were 
made, in order the more effectually to remove all ſhadow 
of doubt of the purity, and ſincerity of the purpoſe of 
Parliament. 

I now ſend you herewith printed copies of theſe acts, 
by the King's command ; and I am to ſignify to you his 
royal pleaſure, that you do tranſmit copies of each to the 
Congreſs, and the Commander in Chief of their troops, 
and cauſe them to be mace public and diſperſed throughout 
the Colonies, that his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects may, as 
ſpeedily as poſſible, be informed of the favourable diſpoſition 


of his Majeſty and Parliament towards the American Co- 


lonies. I am, &c. 
| GEO. GERMAIN. 


Copy of a Letter from Lord George Germain t9 General Sir 
William Howe, dated Whitehall, 12 April, 1778. 
Not received in America.) 


SIR, 3 
ALTHOUGH it may reaſonably be expected that you 


will have left America before the commiſſion his 1 has 
atel y 
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tions, and that peace may be reitored between Great Bri- 
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lately ifſued in purſuance of the act of the preſent Seſſion, Mreſo!: 
to treat, conſult, and agree upon the means of quieting theſWrequ! 
diſorders ſubſiſting in the Colonies can arrive the King 
would not omit your name in that commiſſion, leſt from Engl 
any accident your departure might be delayed, and becauſe ready 
of ſuch omiſſion there might be a poſſibility of imagining Mor b 
ſome: neglect was intended. N 
A copy of the inſtructions his Majeſty has thought ftlary: 
to give his commiſſioners for their guidance in this moſt 
important buſineſs, is ſent to you herewith ; they are fo 
particular and comprehenſive, that it only remains for me 
to add my ſincere wiſhes for the ſucceſs of your negocia- 


many 
milit 
coun: 
In al 
and 1 
in th. 
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dut 
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new 


tain and the Colonies upon the ground of that connection 
which, ſo happily for both, formerly ſubſiſted between 
them. 1 am, &c. 

GEO. GERMAIN, 


Copy 4 a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lord 
reorge Germaine, dated Quebec, May 14, 1777. 
[ Private. ] 


My Lox, | well 
T take the opportunity of a veſſel diſpatched by Sir Guy|MWioi ut 
Carleton, to England, to inform your Lordſhip of myſt » 


arrival here the 6th inſtant. And though my preſent e au 
fituation, as acting under a ſuperior upon the ſpot, may I 
make an official correſpondence unneceſſary, I cannot per-HEng! 
ſuade myſelf I ſhall not appear guilty of impropriety in Wnan) 
aſſuming the honour of a private and confidential one, Ml am 
relatively to the objects of my deſtination. my C 

From my preſent information, I have reaſon to expect ſpirit 


the preparations for opening the campaign to be very for-ſtte p 


ward on our part, Due exertions were uſed in the courſe H. 
of the winter, and the uncommon mildneſs of the weather Mor 1 
greatly favoured them, to convey proviſions to Chamble Wore 
and St. John's. One large victualler arrived after I left nſtr. 


the St. Lawrence laſt November; all reſidues of other MWipon 
victuallers have been collected; I am in hopes of finding MW! cl: 
a ſufficiency of proviſion to enable me to croſs the Lake MWperic 
Champlain at leaſt, without the arrival of the Corke fleet. I Wy f 
hope alſo to find artillery ſtores enaugh to feel the pulte of 1 

the enemy at Ticonderoga, Should their ſituation _ yere 
2 reſo- 
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reſolution be ſuch as to make great artillery preparations 
requiſite,” I tha}l certainly be under the neceſſity of waiting 
at Crown Point the arrival of the ordnance ſhips from 
England. A good body of the Indians J am affured are 
ready to move upon the firſt call, ard meaſures are taking 
for bringing them forthwith to proper rendezvous, 

I cannot fpeak with ſo much confidence of the mili- 
tary aſſiſtance I am to look for from the Canadians. The 
only corps yet inſtituted, or that I am informed can at 
preſent be inſtituted, are three independant companies of 
100 men each, officered by Seigneurs of the country, who 
are well choſen ; but they have not been able to engage 
many volunteers. The men are chicfly drafted from the 
militia, according to a late regulation of the legiſlative 
council. Thoſe J have yet ſeen afford no promiſe of uſe 
in arms, —aukward, ignorant, difinclined to the ſervice, 
ind ſpiritleſs. Various reaſons are aſſigned for this change 
in the diſpoſition of the natives ſince the time of the French 
government. It may partly be owing to a diſuſe of arms, 
dut J believe principally to the unpopularity of their 
Seigneurs, and to the poiſon which the emiſſaries of the 
rebels have thrown into their minds. Should I find the 
new Companies up the country better compoſed, or that the 
well affected parties can be prevailed upon to turn out 
rolunteers, though but for a ſhort occaſion, as they did 
laſt year, J ſhall move Sir Guy to exert further meaſures 
to augment my numbers. 

The army will fall ſhort of the ſtrength computed in 
England ; the want of the camp equipage, cloathing, and 
many other neceflary articles, will cauſe inconvenience ; 
lam nevertheleſs determined to put the troops deſtined for 
ny command immediately in motion; and, aſſiſted by the 
ſpirit and health in which they abound,. I am confident in 
the proſpect of overcoming difficulties and diſappointments, 

Having ſettled all meaſures with Sir Guy Carelton, both 
for this purpoſe and for the expeditious tranſport of the 
tores as they may arrive, and having already diſpatched 
nftruftions to Captain Lutwidge, who commands the fleet 


| clearly fee he will find no trouble, I ſhall proceed in 
perſon this afternoon for Montreal, and from thence make. 

ny final arrangements for purſuing the King's orders. 
I ſhould think myſelf deficient in juſtice and in honour, 
rere I to cloſe my letter without mentioning the ſenſe 1 
Enters 


won Lake Champlain, to ſecure the navigation, in which 
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entertain of General Carlton's conduct; that he was 


A. 1779 


anxiouſly defirous of leading the military operations o 


of the province, is eaſily to be diſcerned ; but his deference 
to his Mijeſty's deciſion, and his zeal to give effect to his 
meaſures in my hands, are equally manifeſt, exemplary 


and fatisfatory. I ſhall take every poſſible means to tranſ. 
mit to your Lorſhip an account of my proceedings fro 


time to time, and have the honour to be, with perfedc 


reſpect, 2 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient and moſt humble 


Servant. 


F.. | 


J. BurGorxE. 


1 have mentioned nothing of intelligence concerning the 


enemy, concluding that Sir Guy Carlton will trnaſmit thi 
material part of it, and in a manner more full than in m 
power to do. 
ſtrengthen Ticonderoga, and threaten a vigorous refiftancy 
there, and that they have built ſome veſſels on Lake George 
as your Lordſhip may remember I had foreſeen. 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne 1% Lor 
eorge Gemain, dated Montreal, May 19, 1777. 
My Loxp, ; 

I had the honour to write to your Lordſhip the day I le 
Quebec, having reaſon to imagine this letter may reacl 
that place in time to be diſpatched with my former on 
I cannot omit the occaſion to inform your Lordſhip, tha 


the hopes I expreſſed of being able to put the troops i 


motion without waiting the arrival of the fleets fro 
England and Ireland, are confirmed, 
The only delay is occaſioned by the impraCticability o 


the roads, owing to late extraordinary heavy rains, an 


this difficulty will be ſpeedily removed, by exerting thi 


ſervices of the pariſhes as ſoon as the weather clears. 1 
the mean time, I am employing every means that wats 
carriage will admit for drawing. the troops and ſtores tc 
wards their point. I truſt, I ſhall: have veſſels ſufficient t 


move the army and ſtores together, and in that caſe, wi. 


take poſt at once, within ſight of Ticonderoga, and on! 
make uſe of Crown Point for my hoſpital and magazine. 


A continuation of intellegence from different ſpies an T 


deſerters, confirm the deſign of the enemy to diſpute I. 


conderoga vigoroully. They are alſo building bow-gallic brane ; 


I underſtand they have laboured hard tl 


etter 
he hc 


s app 
Mr 


aſt A 
eight 
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it Fort George, for the defence of that Lake, &c. forti- 
fying on the road to Skeenſborough. 3 

It is conſigned to the New England Colonies, to furniſh 
ſupplies of men and proviſion to oppoſe the progeſs of my 
my, and they have undertaken the taſk, upon condition of 
being exempt from ſupplying Mr. Waſhington's main 
umy. | 
It is my deſign, while advancing to Ticonderoga, and 
luring the ſiege of that poſt, for a ſiege I apprehend it muſt 
e, to give all poſſible jealouſy on the fide of Connecticut. 
If I can by manoeuvre lead the enemy to ſuſpect, that after 
he reduction of T'iconderoga, my views are pointed that way, 
the Connecticut forces will be very cautious of leaving their 
wn frontier, and I may gain a ſtart that may much expedite 
nd falicitate my progreſs to Albany. 

Your Lordſhip may reſt aſſured, that, whatever demon- 
tration J may endeavour to impoſe on the enemy, I ſhall 
zally make no movement that can procraſtinate the great 
jet of my orders. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. J. Bux ONE. 
oy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germain, dated Skeenſborough, July 11, 1777. 

My -LokÞt. -* [ Private. ] 


etter of this date, of the late tranſactions, I now do myſelf 
he honour to ſtate to your Lordſhip, ſuch circumſtances 
s appear to me more proper for a private communication, 

Mr. Peters, and Mr: Jeſſup, who came over to Canada 
Wiſt Autumn, and propoſed to raiſe battalions one from the 
eighbourhood of Albany, the other from Charlotte county, 
re confident of ſucceſs as the army advances. Their 
battalions are now in embryo, but very promiſing, they 
ave fought, and with ſpirit. Sir Guy Carleton has given 
ne blank commiſſions for the officers, to fill up occaſion- 
ly, and the agreement with them is, that the commiſſions 
e not to be fo effective, till two thirds of the battalions 
re raiſed, Some hundreds of men, a third part of them 
ith arms, have joined me fince I have penetrated this 
lace, profeſſing themſelves loyaliſts, and wiſhing to ſerve, 
me to the end of the war, ſome for the campaign. Though 
| am without inſtructions upon this ſubject, I have not 
tefitated to receive them, and as faſt as companies can be 
ormed, I ſhall poſt the officers till a deciſion can be 


HAVING given your Lordſhip, a detail, in my public 
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made upon the meaſure by my ſuperiors. I mean to emplo 
them particularly upon detachments, for keeping the 
country in awe, and procuring cattle; their real uſe I ex 
pect will be great in the preſervation of the national troops 


but the impreſſion which will be cauſed upan public opi 


nion, ſhould Provincials be ſeen acting vigorquſly in the 


cauſe of the King, will be yet more advantageous, and 
I truſt, fully juſtify the expence. 
| The ati 5 of which I encloſed your Lordſhip a cop 
in my laſt diſpatches, and herewith ſend a duplicate, ha 
great effect where the country is not in the power of the 
rebels; where it is, the committees turn all their efforts tc 
counteract it. They watch or impriſon all ſuſpected per 
ſons, compel the people in general to take arms, and te 
drive the cattle and to burn the corn, under penalty of im 
mediate death. Great numbers haye been hanged. Shoule 
theſe wretches ſucceed to make a deſert of the country, b 
fire and maſſacre, it will at leaſt be a pleaſing reſlection 
that while advantages are reaped from the clement part c 
the manifeſto, they, and not the King's troops, are th 
executioners of its threats. 

Your Lordſhip will have obſerved I have made no men 


tion of the Indians, in the purſuit from Ticonderoga. Il 


is not poſſible to draw them in many reſpects from - th 
plunder of that place, and I confidentially acknowledg 
this is not the only inftance in which I have found litt! 
more than a name, Tf, under the management of thei 
conduCtors, they are indulged, for intereſted reaſons, in a 
the caprices and humours of ſpoiled children, like the 
they grow more unreaſonable and importunate upon ever 
new favour ; were they left to themſelves, enormities to 
horrid to think of would enſue, guilty and innocent, wome 
and infants, would be a common prey. 

This is the character of the lower Canadian Indians 
who alone have been with. the army hitherto. I am i 
formed the Qutawas, and other remote nations, who: 
"within two days march of joining me, are more braye an 
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more tractable, that they profeſs war, not pillage, The I 1 
are under the directions of a M. St. Luc, a Canadian Ge 3 
tleman of honour and parts, and one of the beſt partizaniſ} *'P 
the French had laſt war, and of one Langlade, the venf=!**" 
man who projected and executed with theſe very natio Se 
the defeat of General Braddock, My firſt intention w: a che 


10 burg this whole corps to the Connegticur Nee 
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to force a ſupply of proviſions, to intercept reinforcements, 
Wand to confirm the jealouſy I have in many ways endea- 
youred to excite in the New England provinces; but finda 
ing that the enemy are Jabouring to remove their magazines 
from Forts George and Edward, and every where deſtroy- 
ing the roads, and preparing to drive and burn the country 
towards Albany, I have determined to employ them to 
prevent, if poſſible, by their terror the continuance of thoſe 
operations. And after arriving at Albany they may be em- 
ployed to renew the alarm towards Connecticut and Boſton. 

Your Lordſhip will pardon me if I a little lament that 
my orders do not give me the latitude I ventured to propoſe 
in my original project for the campaign, to make a real ef- 
fort inſtead of a feint upon New England. As things have 
turned out, were I at liberty to march in force immediately 
by my left, inſtead of my right, I ſhould have little doubt 
of ſubduing before winter the provinces. where therebellion 
originated. | 

f my late letters reach Mr. Howe, I ill hope this plan 
may be adopted from Albany; in the mean while my ut- 
moſt exertions ſhall continue, according to my inſtructions, 
to force a junction. 

I have ſent ſome Indians through the woods, in the hope 
of their reaching St. Leger, with the account of my pro- 
greſs; now is the critical time for his puſh upon the Mo- 
hawk. I have certain intelligence that all the country 
round Fort Stanwix is in alarm; but I imagine it proceeds 
from the appearance of ſome ſavages detached by Colonel 
Butler, not apprehending St. Leger can be got quite ſo 

forward. 


ICh of a | Letter from Lieutenant-general Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germaine, dated Camp, near Saratoga, 4 
20, 1777. [ Private. ] 


My Lox, 


I NEED not enlarge upon the concern I have in com- 
Inunicating any finiſter events. Iam perſuaded your Lord- 
ſhip will give me credit for partaking every ſentiment that 
your Lordſhip, or any other man wartned with principle 

and zeal in this conteſt, can feel. 
In regard to the affair of Saintcoick, I have only to add 
to the public account, that if ever there was a ſituation to 
juſtiſy 


d PARLIAMENTARY A. 1%. A. 


juſtify enterprize and exertion, out of the beaten track off T 
military ſervice, it was that in which I found myſelf. HadMeffec 
I ſucceeded, I ſhould have effected a junction with St. Le-MWoroſ] 
r, and been now before Albany. And I flatter myſelfMhſperc 
need only mention thoſe views, to ſhew that in hazard-Mvicc 
ing this expedition I had the ſoundeſt principles of militaryMWhhe e 
reaſoning on my fide, viz. that the advantages to be ex-Hef t! 
pected from ſucceſs were in a great degree ſuperior to the the f 
evils that could attend miſcarriage. The ſecondary pur-Mhave 
poſes, to which I alluded in the public letter, were to try 
the affections of the country; to complete the Provin- 
eial corps, many recruits for which were unable, to eſcape 
from their villages without a force to encourage and pro-Wmeaſ\ 
tet them; and to diſtract the councils of the enemy, byMWrot t 
continuing their jealouſy towards New England. _ litia, 
Major-general Riedeſel has preſſed upon me repeatedlyſWhey 
the mounting his dragoons, the men were animated with over, 
the ſame deſire, and I conceived it a moſt favourable occa- Nin pa 
ſion to give into their ideas and ſolicitations, becauſe inthe 1 
exerting their zeal to fulfil their favourite purpoſe, theyWhellic 
neceſſarily would effect the greater purpoſe of my own. Norm 
The reſt of the troops were ſelected from ſuch as wouldWmnent 
leaſt weaken the ſolid ſtrength of the army in caſe of il|ble : 
ſucceſs ; and I thought it expedient to take a little trial ofMwith: 
the Provincials and Canadians before I might have. occahonci 
for them in more important actions. | 

The original detachment could not have been made Jar 
without opening roads, and other preparations of time 
nor ſhould- I have thought it. juſtifiable to expoſe the beft 
troops to loſs upon a collateral action. Had my inſtruc: 
tions been followed, or could Mr. Breymann have marchec 
at the rate of two miles an hour any given twelve hours men, 
out of the two and thirty, ſucceſs would probably have zooo 
enſued, misfortune would certainly have been avoided. ment 


did not think it prudent, in the preſent criſis, to mark theſeſſwiſſie 
circumſtances to the public ſo ſtrongly as I do in confi- ore: 
dence to your Lordſhip ; but I rely, and I will venture taſiir E 
ſay I expect, becauſe I think juſtice will warrant the expecWW our! 


tation, that while, for the ſake of public harmony, that 1igh 
neceſſary principle for conducting nice and laborious ſer i Ne 
vice, I colour the faults of the execution, your Lordſhip f:ou 
will, in your goodneſs, be my advocate to the King, and 
to the world, in vindication of the plan. - 5h 


— "os 


A. 1779. DEBATES: 


The conſequences of this affair, my Lord, have little 
effect upon the ſtrength or ſpirits of the army; but the 
proſpect of the campaign in other reſpects is far leſs pro- 
ſperous than when I wrote laſt, In ſpite of St. Leger's 
victory, Fort Stanwix holds out obſtinately. I am afraid 
the expectations of Sir J. Johnſon greatly fail in the riſing 


of the country. On this ſide I find daily reaſon to doubt 


the ſincerity or the reſolution of the profeſſing loyaliſts. I 
have about 400, but not half of them armed, who may 
be depended upon ; the reſt are trimmers, merely actuated 
by intereſt. The great bulk of the country is undoubtedly 
with the Congreſs, in principle and in zeal; and their 
meaſures are executed with a ſecrecy and diſpatch that are 
not to be equalled, Wherever the king's forces point, mi- 
litia, to the amount of 3 or 4000, aſſemble in 24 hours; 
they bring with them their ſubſiſtence, &c. and, the alarm 
over, they return to their farms. The Hampſhire Grants 
in particular, a country unpeopled and almoſt unknown in 
the laſt war, now abounds in the moſt active and moſt re- 
bellious race of the continent, and hangs like a gathering 
form upon my left. In all parts the induſtry and manage- 
ment in driving cattle, and removing corn, are indefatiga- 
ble and certain; and it becomes impracticable to move 
without portable magazines. Another moſt embarraſſing 
eircumſtance is the want of communication with Sir Wil- 
liam Howe: of the meſſengers IJ have ſent I know of two 
being hanged, and am ignorant whether any of the reſt 
arrived, The ſame fate has probably attended thoſe diſ- 
patched by Sir William Howe; for only one letter is come 
% hand, informing me that his intention is for Penſyl- 
rania ; that Waſhington has detached Sullivan, with 2500 


4000 men. That after my arrival at Albany the move- 

ments of the enemy muſt guide mine; but that he 
Jv iſhed the enemy might be driven out of the province be- 
ore any operation took place againſt the Connecticut; that 
\ir Henry Clinton remained in the command in the neigh- 
ourhood of New York, and would oe" as OCCUITENCES 
light direct. 

No operation, my Lord, has yet wad undertaken in my 


caſequence is that Putnam has detached two brigades ta 
M. Gates, who is now ſtrongly poſted near the mouth of 
th Mohawk-river, with an army ſupeiior to mine in troops 

of 


1 — 


men, to Albany; that Putnam is in the Highlands, with 


frour : the highlands have not even been threatened. The 
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PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1779, 
of the Congreſs,” and as many militia as he pleaſes. He is 
likewiſe far from being deficient in artillery, having received 
all the pieces that were landed from the French ſhips which 
t into Boſton, 5 
Had L a latitude in my orders, I ſhould think it my duty 
to wait in this poſition, or perhaps as far back as Fort Ed- 
ward, where my communication with Lake George woule 
de perfectly ſecure, till ſome event happened to aſſiſt m 
movement forward, but my-orders being poſitive to“ force 
& a junction with Sir William Howe,” I apprehend I a 
not at liberty to remain inactive longer than ſhall be neceſ 
ſary to collect about 25 days proviſion, and to receive the 
reinforcement of the additional companies, the Germa 
drafts and recruits now (and unfortunately only now) o 
Lake Champlain. The waiting the arrival of this reinforce 
ment is of indiſpenſable neceſſity, . becauſe from the hour [ 
paſs the Hudſon's river and proceed towards Albany, all 
ſafety of communication ceaſes. I muſt expect a large bod 
of the enemy from my left will take poſt behind me. I have 


A. 1 


N 
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upon 


fulle: 
troop 
will « 


King 


P. 
that 
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may 
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Guy 
quiſi 


put out of the queſtion the waiting longer than the tine 


neceſſary for the foregoing purpoſes, becauſe the attempt 
then critical, depending on adventure and the fortune that 
often accompanies it, and hardly juſtifiable but by orders fro 
the ſtate, would afterwards be conſummately deſperate. 
mean my Lord, that by moving ſoon, though I ſhould mee 
with inſurmountable difficulties to my progreſs, I ſhall a 
leaſt have the chance of fighting my way back to Ticonde 
roga, but the ſeaſon a little furth&r advanced, the diſtance 
encreaſed, and the march unavoidably tardy becauſe. ſur 
rounded by enemies, a retreat might be ſhut by impenetrable 
bars of the elements, and at the ſame time no poſſible mean 
of exiſtence remain in the country. e 

When I wrote more confidently, I little foreſaw that 
was to be left to purſue my way through ſuch a tra 
of country, and hoſts of foes, without any co-operatio 
from New York, nor did I then think the garriſoning 
Ticonderoga would fall to my ſhare alone, a dangerous e 
periment would it be to leave that poſt in weakneſs, yd 
too heavy a drain it is upon the life-blood of my forcefts 
give it due ſtrength. 

I yet do not deſpond.——Should I ſucceed in forcingſny 
way to Albany, and find that country in a ſtate to ſyſilt 
my army, I ſhall think no more of a retreat, but aſthe 
worſt fortify there and await Sir W. Howe's operatio 
| [2A „ | | Wͤat⸗ 


x 


A. 1779. DD BEAT E: 4 


Whatever may be my fate, my Lord, I ſubmit my actions 
to the breaſt of the King, and to the candid judgment of 
my profeſſion, when all the motives become public; and I 
reſt in the confidence, that whatever deciſion may be paſſed 

upon my conduct, my good intent will not be queſtioned. 

I cannot cloſe ſo ſerious a letter without expreſſing my 

fulleſt ſatisfaction in the behaviour and countenance of the 
troops, and my compleat confidence that in all trials they 
vill do whatever can be expected from men devoted to their 
King and country. I have the honour to be, &c. 
J. BuRGoyNE. 
P. 8. Upon re-peruſing this letter, I am apprehenſive 
MWthat the manner in which I have expreſſed myſelf, reſpect- 
Ming the re-inforcement being only upon Lake Champlain, 
may ſeem ambiguous.—I do not mean to impute the delay 
Mto any thing but accidents—nor do I mean to conteſt Sir 
Guy Carleton's reaſoning upon not complying with my re- 
quiſitions to garriſon Ticonderoga—lI only lament it. 


Copy of a Letter from Licutenant-General Burgoyne to Lord 
George Germain, dated Albany, 20th October, 1777. 
[Private, by Lord Peterſham.] 
My Lox, | | 


I HAVE little to add to my public letter reſpecting 
che courſe of unſucceſsful events, therein detailed. I reſt 
my confidence in the juſtice of the King and his councils, 
Y to ſupport the General they thought proper to appoint te 
as a1duous an undertaking, and under as poſitive a direction, 
as perhaps a cabinet ever framed. It will, I am ſure, be 
remembered, my Lord, that a preference of exertions was 
the only latitude given me, and that to force a junction 
with Sir William Howe, or at leaſt a paſlage to Albany, 
W was the principle, the letter, and the ſpirit of my orders. 
| Indeed the appearances at the time I paſſed the Hudſon's- 
KY river, though ſubject to doubt in ſome inſtances, as I then 
wrote your Lordſhip, were upon a general view, ſuch as I 
am perſuaded would have rendered inaction cenſurable, had 
my orders, inſtead af being peremptory, been diſcretionary.— 
Promiſes of the profeſling loyaliſts were not then brought to 
the teſt ; the ſpirit of the enemy, in combat againſt regular 
Britiſh troops, had only been tried at Ticonderago, at- Hu- 
berton, at Skeneſborgugh, and fort Anne; in all which 
| 3 e : places 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779 
places it had failed; the total diſappointment of effectua 
co-operation, could not be foreſeen or ſuppoſed ; and ſure 
I am, had I then made ſuppoſition that any thing like wha 
has happened, might have happened, and remained cau- 
tiouſly poſted, no exertion attempted, my conduct would 
have been held indefenſible by every claſs and diſtinction 
of men in government, in the army, and in the public. 

The expediency of advancing being admitted, the con- 
ſequences have been honourable misfortunes. The BritithW 
have perſevered in a ſtrenuous and bloody progreſs, Had 


SIR 


the force been all Britiſh, perhaps the perſeverance hadi No 
been longer; but as it was, will it be ſaid, my Lord, that le 
in the exhauſted ſituation deſcribed, and in the jaws of fa- L 
mine, and inveſted by quadruple numbers, a treaty which x 
ſaves the army to the ſtate, for the next campaign, was not 
more than could have been expected? I call it ſaving the 
army, becauſe if ſent home, the ſtate is thereby en-; 
abled to ſend forth the troops now deſtined for her internal; 
defence; if exchanged, they become a force to Sir William R 
Howe, a effectually, as if any other junction had been 15 D 
made. f x : 16 Le 

I ſhould now hold myſelf unjuſtifiable if I did not con- R. 
fide to your Lordſhip, my opinion, upon a near inſpection, hq 0! 
of the rebel troops. The ftanding corps which I have ſeen, ſo R. 
are diſciplined. I do not hazard the term, but apply it tor R 
the great fundamental points of military inftitution—ſobri-W2 Ti 
ety, ſubordination, regularity, and courage. The militia Re 
are inferior in method and movement, but not a jot leſs'* = 
ſerviceable in woods. My conjectures were very different 8 Le 
after the affair of Ticonderago, but I am convinced they 
were deluſive; and it is a duty to the ſtate to confeſs it. 

The panic of the rebel troops is confined, and of ſhort 
duration; the enthuſiaſm is extenſive and permanent. 

It is a juſtice to Major General Philips, to inform your 
Lordſhip, that when the criſis of our ſituation at Saratoga 
arrived, he very handſomely offered to hazard his perſon by 
making a circuit through the woods, and attempt to throw 
himſelf into Ticonderago, to defend that place, ſhould it 

be the object of the enemy to endeavour the retaking it. Wo Sta 
In regard to myſelf, I am ſunk in mind and body; but 7 Le 


while I have a faculty of either, it ſhall be exerted for the 8 


King's ſervice. I ſhall wait in the neighbourhood of Boſ- 


ton, the orders of Sir William Howe. | . 
J have the honour to be, &c. J. BuxcorNe 
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A SCHEDULE OF 
WR WILLIAM HOWE'S CORRESPONDENCE, 


AS PRODUCED TO THE 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


In the exact Order in which the Letters were written by him, and 
received from the Secretary of State. 


No. of the Papers upon the | i 
able of the Houſe of Commons. . | 


1 Letter from the Earl of Dartmouth to gen. Gage dated Aug. 2, 17 7 
2 from Earl of Dartmouth to gen. Howe > 1 bop! 6 75» 253 
Boſton, Od. 


9 from gen. Gage to earl of Dartmouth, «Ty 
from gen. Howe to earl of Dartmouth Boſton, Oct. 5, 
1 from the ſame to the ſame Boſton, Ott. 9, 
3 from earl of Dartmouth to gen. Howe Sept. 5, 
13 from gen. Howe to earl of Dartmouth an Nov. 26, 
14 Return of tonnage - — | 
Ws Diſtribution of 3 r battalions for 1766 — 
Mb Letter from gen. Howe to earl of Dartmouth Boſton, Nov, 275 
7 from the ſame to the ſame a Dec: 3, 
& Return of proviſions at Boſton - * 
9 Obſervations - — — 
% Return of horſes, forage, &c. RA 6 
gi Return of barrack bedding, &c. „„ 
g Two eſtimates of horſes, waggons, &c. — 
23 Report of cargo of Queen of Naples - 
1 Return of nnn tools 3 - 
5 Remarks 
6 Letter from gen. Howe to ey of Dartmouth Boſton, Dec. 3 
8 from the ſame to the ſame, Boſton, Dec. 13, 
o from the ſame to the ſame, marked ne Boſton, Dec. 10, 
i from the ſame to the ſame Boſton, Dec. 26, 
from earl of Dartmouth to gen. Hoss & Sept. 22, 
6 from the ſame to the ſame OR. 22, 
; from gen. Howe to earl of Dartmouth Boſton, Jan. 16, 
from the ſame to the ſame Boſton, Jan. 22, 
from 2 of Dartmouth to gen. Howe Sept, Ig, 


5 State of mec at Boſton 
Letter from the earl of Dartmouth to gen. . Howe oct. ou 
3 from the ſame to the ſame | Nov. 8, 
: from lord George Germain to gen. Howe Nov. 185 
14 from the ſame to the ſame Jau. g, 
* 1. XL, gen. Howe to lord George Germain, Halifax, Apr. 25, 
OE. 0 5 
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Letter from the ſame to the ſame Halifax, May 7, 76 
from lord George Germain to gen. Howe Feb. 31, 70 
from the ſame to rhe ſame Feb. 7, 706 
from the ſame to the ſame Mar. 28, 570 
from gen, Howe to lord Geo. Germain, Halifax, May 12, 76 

om the ſame to the ſame Halifax, June 3, 76 
m the ſame to the ſame Halifax, June 4, 76 
from the ſame to the ſame Halifax, June 7, *76 

from lord George Germain to gen. Howe April 25, *76 
from the fame ro the ſame April 27, 76 
from gen. Howe to lord George Germain, Halifax, June 8, 70 
from the Tame to the ſame Staten Iſland, July 7, 76 
frpm the fame to the ſame ptaten Iſland, 182 = 7 

| from lord George Germain to gen. Howe May 3, '76 
from gen. Nowe to lord G. Germain, Staten Iſland, Aug. 6, 7 
from lord Gearge Germain to gen. Howe June in, 76 

| from gen. to lord G. Germain, Staten Iſland, Aug. 15, 706 
from the ſame to the ſame Staten Iſland, Aug, 16, 76 
from the ſame to the ſame Long Iſland, Sept. 2, 76 

from the ſame to the ſame Long Iſland, Sept. 3, 76 
from the ſame to the ſame York Ifland, Sept. 21, 70 
from the ſamę to the ſame York Ifland, Sept. 23, '76 
from the ſame to the ſame York Ifland, Sept. 24, 76 
from the ſame to the ſame York Ifland, Sept. 25, *76 
from lord George Germain to gen. Howe Jugs 31, *76 - 

54, 55, $6, Four letters from lord George Germain to gen. Howe, 

All dared Aug. 22, *76 

from Sir W. Howe to lord G. Germain, New York, Nov. 28, 76 
from the ſame to the ſame New York, Nov. 39, '76 
from the ſame to the ſame New York, Nov. 30, 76 
from the ſame to the ſame New York, Dec. 4, 76 
from lord Ged. Germain to gen. Howe Sept. 30, 76 

Þ 64. 65, Three letters from lord Geo. Germain, to gen. Howe, 

| All dated Oct. 18, 76 

from Sir W. Howe to lord G. Germain, New York, Dec. 18, 76 

from the ſame to the ſame New Vork, Dec. 20, 6 
from the fame to the ſame New York, Dec. 20, 76 

from the ſame 10 the ſame New York, Dec. 21, 76 

from the ſame to the ſame New Vork, Dec. 28, 76 

5 ; frogp the ſame to the ſame New York, Dee. 29, 76 

m the fame to the ſame New Vork, Jan. 5, 77 
m the ſame to the fame - New York, Jan. 17, 77 
rom the ſame to the ſame New Vork, 155 20, 77 
m tha fame to the fame © New York, Feb. 12, 77 
from lord Geo. Germain to gen. Howe EL 

. fame to the fame SST og Nov, 6, 76 
Ho ſame to the ſame n. 143 þ 7 
ban the ſama to the ſame 


Jan, 14, 77 
"4 


} : : 45 


SCHEDULE 


78 Letter from the ſame to the fame Jian. 14 77. 
93 from gen. Howe to lord G. Germain, New York, Apr. 1, 77 


100 from gen, Howe to gen. Carleton New York, Apr. 5, 77 
101 Diſtribution of his Majeſty's forces for Canada 5 

io: Letter from gen. Howe to lord G. Germain, New York, Apr. 4, 77 
106 from the ſame to the ſame ; Apr. 24, 77 
3, 88, 89, Three letters from Lord Geo, Germain to Sir W. Howe, 
| All dated March 3, *77 


90 from the ſame to the ſame March 5, 77 : 

92 from the ſame to the ſame March 17, 77 

108 from Sir W. Howe to lord G. Germain, New Vork, May 22, 77 
109 from the ſame to theſame - New York, June 3, 77 
111 from the ſame to the ſame New York, June 5, 77 


WM 94 from lord G. Germain to Sir Guy Carleton, March 26, 77 
95, 96, Letters from lord Geo. Germain to Sir W. Howe, Apr. 19, 77 
115, 116, from Sir W. Howe to lord George Germain, 
New York, July 5, 77 
117 from the ſame to the ſame New York, July 6, *77 
118 from the ſame to the ſame New York, July 7, 77 
119 from the ſame to the ſame New Vork, July 15, 77 
120 from the ſame to the ſame New York, July 16, 77 
103, 104, from lord Geo. Germain to Sir W. Howe May 18, 77 
105 from the ſame to the ſame May 20, 77 
125 from Sir W. Howe to lord G. Germain, Elk River, Aug. 30, 77 
126 from the ſame to the ſame Elk River, Aug. 30, 77 
127 Maryland Journal - - 
128 Declaration - 5 
129 from Sir W. Howe to lord George Germain, 
German Town, Oct. 10, 77 
112 from lord G. Germain to Sir W. Howe Aug. 6, 77 
113 from the ſame to the ſame Aug. 6, 77 
130 from Sir W. Howe to lord George Germain, | 
Philadelphia, Oct. 21, 77 


131 from the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, Oct. 22, 77 
132 from the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, Oct. 2 8 77 
13 from the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, Nov. 28, 77 
1 38 from the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, Nov. 29, 77 


137, 139, from the ſame to the ſame, Philadelphia, Nov. 30, 77 
114 from lord G. Germain to Sir W. Howe Aug. 18, 77 


99 from the ſame to the ſame New Vork, Apr. 2, 77 3 


107 Letter from lord Geo. Germain to Sir W. Howe June 20, 77 


4121, 122 ſrom the ſame to the ſame | Sept. 3, '77 

Ol 123, 124 from the ſame to the ſame Sept. 3, 77 
7139, 140 from Sir W. Howe to lord Geo. Germain, 

8 | Philadelphia, Dec. 13,77 
OW 147 fromthe ſame to the fame Philadelphia, Jan. 15, 78 
48 from the fame to the ſame Philadelphia, Jan. 16, 78 
149 from the ſame to the fame - _ Philadelphia, Jan. 17, 78 
„o from the ſame to the fame Philadelphia, Jan. 19, 78 
133, 134 from lord Geo, Germain to Sir W. Howe, Dee. 17, 77 


: 152 Letter 
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T 52 Letter from Sir W. Howe to lord George Germain, 
Philadelphia, March 5, 73 


153 from the lane to the ſame Philadelphia, March 5, 78 4656 
154 trom the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, March 24, 78 459 
141, 142 from lord Geo. Germain to Str W. Howe Feb. 4, 78 461 
143 from the ſame to the ſame Feb. 18, 78 462 
144 from the ſame to the ſame, circular Feb. 19, 78 463 
255 from Sir W. Howe to lord G. Germain, Philadel. Apr. 19, 78 4064 
156 from the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, Apr. 19, 78 465 
157 from the ſame to the ſame Philadelphia, May 11, 78 467 
145 from lord Geo. Germain to Sir W. Howe March 8, 78 468 
240 from the ſame to the ſame, circular March 11, 78 469 
251 from the ſame to the ſame Apr. 12, 78 469 


N. B. This cloſes Sir W. Howe's correſpondence, in the exact order 
wherein the letters were written by him, and received from the ſecretary of 
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NADA PAPERS. 
Letter from gen. Burgoyne to lord G. Germain, ] Quebec, May 14, *77 470 
from the ſame to the ſame Montreal, May 19, 77 472 
from the ſame to the ſame Skeneſborough, July 7 3 
from the ſame to the ſame © Saratoga, Aug. 20, 77 475 
from the ſame to the ſame Albany, os 20, 77 479 
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Letters relative to granting Letters of Marque at New-York, 
Number 65, page 201. 
Lit of the Commiſſariate, &c. in America, No. 65, p. 193. 
ther Parts of the Cax Aba Parytss produced this Seſſion, 
No. 65, p. 204. 
The firſt Parcel of Caxapa Pars, produced laſt Seſſion; 
All the Papers relative to Lord Howe, Sir W. Howe, Sir Guy 
Carleton, &c. Army Contracts, &c. produced laſt Seſſion ; 
| Papers relative to the American Priſoners; Capture of Morn- 
ing Star; Treaties for German Troops; Army Extraor- 
dinaries; 'Ticerices granted by the Admiralty ; Examina- 
tions of Evidence; Letters from General Gage, Gover- 
nors Wentworth, Colden, Penn, Martin, Bull, Eden, Dun- 
more, Wright, &c. at the Commencement of the Ameri- 
can War; are all jnſerted in their reſpective Places, in the 
$8 PRIOR PARTS of the PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER : Which 
Work began to be publiſhed in 1774 ; and contains, be- 
des all the Papers, an accurate and full Account of all 
the Debates, in both Houſes, from the laſt ee Ele: 
+ Ton, to the preſent Time, 
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Corps of Chaſſeurs _ — 3 31 
1 Linfing's Grenadiers — — 3 42 18 363 
Mingerode's ditto — Donop. 12 2 26- - 26-200 
Lengereck's ditto — — f 2 
Kochler's ditto — 9 35 16 299 
Du Corps — 1 59 22 -491 
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Recaprtulation of the General Diſtribution, 
With the Commander in Chief. © 


Rank and 
File. Total. 
Britiſh artillery - - 385 
Britiſh cavalry - - - 710 
Britiſh infantry - - 8361 
Hefhan infantxy - 3300 
N Anſpach infantry — - I043 
— 7 
5 New York Iſland. _ 
Britiſh artillery - - — 20 
Brittſh infantry - - 181 
Hefhan ditto - - 177 
5 — 321 
Staten Nand. | 
Britiſh artillery F 11 
Britiſh infantry = - - 515 
Waldeck ditto 5 — 5 5 
Paulus Hook, e 
Britiſh infantry - - - 360 
5 Rhode land. 
Britiſh artillery - „„ 71 
- Britiſh infantry - - 1064 
Heſſian ditto - - - 1496 
— 2631 
Total army 20957 
(Signed) W. Hows. 


N. B. The ſick, and men on public employments, are 
not included in the diſtribution. There are 2000 provincial 
troops ſtationed at King's-Bridge, under the command of 
Major General Tryon, and the remainder of thoſe corps at 
different poſts adjacent to New York. Ih | 
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On the 19th of February the Houſe adjourned to the 22d. 
February 22. h 
The Houſe in committee on the mutiny bill. 

Cal. Barre, Col. Barr obſerved, that when the ſupplies for the army 
were voted, he had taken an opportunity of hinting, that he 
ſhould at ſome proper time propoſe to the Houſe, that every 
ſaldier ſhould be in the army for a limited term only. Indeed 
the Houfe had already. raffed an act to that purpoſe, re- 
ſpecting recruits to be taken into his Majeſty's ſervice, but 
what he now had to offer was that it might extend to the mi- 
litary in general. That ſoldiers ſhould be inliſted for life, 
was, in his opinion, a moſt prepeſterous idea, and had ever 
been repugnant to his —_ In ſupport of that opinion, 
there was a great lawyer Judge Blackſtone] in this country, 
who might be mentioned; for that he had, though even a 
friend ta prerogative, laid it down as a maxim, that it 
would be agreeable. to the conſtitution of this free country, 
and condyciye to the military ſervice, that ſoldiers ſhould be 
enliſted to ſerve for a limited time.“ 

In other countries the method had long been in practice; 

- Nay, he believed in every part of the world; in France, in 
Spain, and on the continent, he was ſure it was in uſe. How 
furpriſing! how aſtoniſhing was it then, that in England 
alone, that free conſtitution, ſoldiers ſhould be kept in ſlavery 
for life! It was the hardſhip that cauſed ſo much deſertion; 
For thoſe, and many other reaſons, he would therefore moye, 
that a clauſe be inſerted in the mutiny bill, to extend to the 
army in genera], that no man ſhould remain a ſoldjer in the 
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= ſervice of the King, for a longer ſpace of time than ſeven 
years. Be | | 5 
Sir Wiliam Sir William Howe ſaid, though he did not quite coincide 


Howe: with the right honourable gentleman, yet if it ſhould be re- 

folved to limit the ſervitude of ſoldiers, he thought that ten 

years would be a more proper term than ſeven, For he was 

of opinion, that men could hardly be brought into any uſe- 

ful diſciplme within the laſt mentioned time; and the dif- 

ficulty he believed was hardly to be foreſeen, how com- 
manders in chief would be able to act with ſoldiers abroad: | 
in the Eaſt Indies, for inſtance, ſhould the ſoldiers claim a 
diſcharge under the propoſed clauſe, how were they to be | 

brought home ?- 1 
| Mr. . Mr. Tenkinſon, ſecretary at war, oppoſed the motion; 
| kinſen. which he inſiſted upon was to deprive the army of men at 
| the very time they ſhould become moſt able to ſerve; and for 
what purpoſe ? the ſoldiers were contented, not a fingle com- 
| Et plaiat 


—Y — 2 1 11 8 


A. 1779. DE BAT E S. 


plaint had ever been received from them, and the ſervice 
could not be put upon a better footing than the preſent one 
on which it ſtood. Nor could he think it a ſtate of ſlavery, 
it being oftener the caſe that officers find it difficult in getting 
rid of their men, than that the men ſhould be found to ſolicit 
their diſcharge; and as to the mode of ſuffering their ſervitude 
to expire at a given time, merely to give them an opportunity 
of re- enliſting, = men thought the ſervice an honour, and 
were too _ of it to quit it) it would encreaſe the expences 
of the ſtate, and would, in all probability, occaſion an appli- 
cation to parliament for farther ſupplies. | 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerke thought the motion was founded sir P 
on principles perfectly conſonant with the nature of our con- Zennings 
ftitution, and the didates of juſtice. The certainty of men ©**. 
ſerving for life, was the cauſe of frightening men from the 
army. In his time he knew many inſtances of brave and 
healthy young men, rather entering into the militia, becauſe 
for three years only, than into his Majeſty's ſervice, where 
they were ſure to remain forever in flavery. 
General Conway owned, that under the late Duke of Cum- General 
berland, with whom he had the honour to ſerve, he had im- CG 
bibed his ſentiments, which were, that ſoldiers ought to be 
continued in the army for life ; but that he had of late years, 
from much experience, and ſerious reflection, entirely aJtered 
his opinion, which he was free to confeſs, though he was 
however inclined to think, that the matter well merited a 
bill, and was by no means to be introduced as a clauſe in 


the mutiny act. 5 8 
General Burgoyne was of the ſame opinion. Burgoyze. 
Sir Edward Aſtley of the ſame. = 8 

Hon. Colonel Stuart was againſt the motion, being entire- . 


ly of the ſame opinion as the ſecretary at war. Stuart. il 
Mr. Burke declared he was never more aftoniſhed in his Mr. Bt, 
life than he had been at the arguments brought againſt the | | 
motion. The ſoldiery, it had been inſiſted upon, were not 
in a ſtate of ſlavery, The queſtion, 'in his opinion, would 
be to ſee whether they were in ſlavery or not, and if they 
were, to examine then if it was neceſſary and expedient to 
continue them in that ſtate of ſlavery for the good of the 
ſervice, What he conceived of a ſlave was to be compelled 
to ſerve at the will of another for life. That he thought 
was a ſtate of ſlavery, And was it neceſſary ? Was it expe- 
dient? Not one fingle reaſon had been advanced in ſupport 
of it; while, on the other hand , the limiting the ſervitude of 
a ſoldier was proved to be fraught with conſequences the 
| 4 moſt 
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moſt beneficial to the army, as well as honourable to the 
conſtitution of this free country. One great uſe it would 
have, would be in preventing deſertion, as no one would 
think it worth while to run ſuch a riſk of lofing his life, when 

he might have but a few years to continue in the army. For 
what was it that made the life of a ſoldier ſo terrible, but his 
heing obliged to ſerve as ſuch for ever? That ever was the 
dreadfof word that made him miſerable. Even were we 
obliged to leave a friend for ever, ſhould we not feel in the ſe- 

vereſt manner? That ever cut off all hope, which every one 
knew ta be the balm of life. And furely the way in which a 
* ſoldier (honourable when not for ever) lived, cutting off his 
feffow creatures, ought to have a period. In every fituation 

of life man had ſomething to look forward to. How could 
the late ſecretary at war have borne his ſituation, but that 
he had other objeQs in view to ſweeten the fatigue of of- 
$ce, under which the noble Lord [Barrington] patiently 
ſtruggled for five and twenty years, and through as many 
adminiſtrations. Even you, Sir (to the new ſecretary at 
war) would never have ſuffered. yourſelf to have been pre- 
vailed upon to ſucceed the noble Lord, unleſs you were 
taught to look forward for that reward which ſooths and 
exhilarates us under every trouble, and that you ſhould, 
like that noble Lord, be enabled one day or other to retire 
with. the fruits and comforts of 2 labour. Nay, even 
vou, Sir, (addreſſing himſelf to 2 ſerve but for 
a term of years. Did you fit in that chair for life, it 
would be horrid to you. But ſame other place, Sir, awaits 


F 


TL you after _ toils and difficulties in ſupporting the ma- 

= jeſty of the Commons. | 

Lord. ord Meſtcote ſaid, he was againſt the motion, becauſe he 
a. knew many great men thirty years ago, who were againſt a 


plan of this kind at that time, when he remembered Gene- 

Tal Conway againſt it. He did not know what had altered 
the general's opinion, but his own was not changed. As 

tbe flouſe, he thought, ſeemed willing to put it off, he hoped 

| Calonel Barre would withdraw his motion. | 

Mr. Aubrey. Mr. Aubrey (aid, that notwithſtanding the noble Lord 
[ Weſtcote] thought the Houſe deſirous of having the motion 
withdrawn, he was of ſo different an opinion, that he hoped 

his right honourable friend would perſevere in it, as he did 

not doubt of the propriety. or the ſucceſs of putting it ; for it 

| ſeemed to him, that the principle of that motion, was not either 
in juſtice or palicy inferior to that in. which he 3 

2 MN 0 . , & 4 - A 


= 


* 75 6— AS. | 


A. 1179. PDNCVHP1lf 


laſt year, and for which every independent man in the Houſe, 
and in the country at large, felt the higheſt obligations to 
him; that motion was for the enquiry into the extravagant ex- 
penditure of the public money: and it was in the memory of 
the Houſe, that in ſpite of all the oppoſition the moſt leading 
men on the treaſury-bench gave to it, and in particular of the 
right honourable gentleman now ſecretary at war, who ſo 
ſtrongly oppoſes the preſent, it was carried without ſo much 
as a diviſion. | 


Sir George Yonge ſaid, he had not heard an argument againſt Sir Gerge- 


the propriety of carrying the preſent motion, at this time; 
therefore he wiſhed gentlemen would attend to the motion it- 
ſelf, in which they would find that it was not to take place 
till the end of the war. All that was meant, was to hold 
out to the old ſoldiers the conſolation of their being then to 
expect equal juſtice, | 

The previous queſtion was put, and carried by 122 


againſt 68, 
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T0 THE 


ELEVENTH VOLUME. 


A 


DAM, Mr. gives his opinion 
on the conciliatory bills 65 


Addreſs of the Houſe on the King's 
ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſ- 
ſion 80 
the King's anſwer thereto 82 
Admiralty-warrant for the trial of 

Admiral Keppel, a copy of 218 
Annual motion on the Middleſex 


election 249 
Attorney General. See Mr. Wed- 
derburne. 


Avbrey, Mr. argues in ſupport of 
the amendment to the mutiny act 
486 


Barre, Col. makes a general reply 
to the ſeveral ſpeeches made on 
the part of adminiſtration £51 

— conſiders the peculiar ſtate of 
the ſugar iſlands 

— contraſts the loſs of Domini 
with that of Miquelon and St. 
Pierre 58 

— moves for the returns of the 
army-in Great Britain - SJ 

— again calls up the attention of 
the Houſe to his motion 125 
1 XI. 


Barre, Col. declines any further de- 
bate on that ſubject 129 
confiders the eſtimate of the 
| ordnance in a ſerious light 188 
moves for the thanks of the i 
Houſe to be given to Admiral 
Keppel 2385 
deſcants on particular * 85 | 
the mytiny bill 3 1 
Bayley, Mr. calls upon the miniſtry | 
to declare the ſtate of the Weſt 
Indies "I | 
complains that the Weſt In- 1 
dia iſlands had been moſt ſname- 
fully and criminally neglected 108 
Beauchamp, Lord, wiſhes to make 
ſome regulations in the militia | 
laws 


ſeconds Mr. Fox's watſon: i 
relative tothe Roman Catholics 1 3r | 
| confirms Lord Nugent's i 
account of the diftreſſes of Ireland 
177 | 
Boſton, return of proviſions in _ 
there in Nov. 1775 | 
return aof the fore hae 
cattle and ſheep there 
ſtate of the barracks, bet 
ding, furniture and fuel there, in 
Dec. the ſame year 278 | 
effective horſes and waggons 
in that garriſon 297 
—— run of the ſtores wanted. 
9383 for 
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for the ſervice of the engineer's de- 
partment there 278 
ere ſtare of provifions remaining 
there in . and March, 1776 

— 

ilk Mr. agrole to the motion for 
the weekly returns of the navy 84 
—— oppoles it on the debate 85 
— Cloſes the debates on the navy 
- eſtimates 105 
— moves for reſeinding the mo- 
tion for the weekly teturns of the 


| navy | ib. 
— moves for a certain ſum for the 
uſe of the navy 178 


—— moves for a certain ſum for the 
> extraordinaries of the navy 180 

— produces the admiralty warrant 
for the trial of Admiral Keppel 


Bunbury Sir Charles, Wo 
of the new recruiting bill 223 
— lays before the Houſe the 
>\:; miſerable ſtate of our police 233 
-Burgoyne, Gen. approves of the pro- 
Y 2 amendment in the addreſs 
to the King on his ſpeech 48 
[Dt begs leave to 3 himſelf 
2 e the aſperfions of Lord 
Seo. Germain 70 
nn ta clear himſelf of the 
ik charge of cruelty in che courſe of 
the American war 115 
— expreſſes his nation and 
»© concern at the contempt thrown 
is on dis a y at Boſton 153 
preſſes the augmentation of 
| de the reg! ments at Saratoga 190 
his letter o Henry Laurens, 


| 2 2 ” prefident 'of the Congreſs, — by 
letter to Major 2 


zz; from Cambridge 


copy of hi- 
- = G Fe death. 2 


Fre made to him by the com- 

Fe mandjag officers of the troops of 
Loos convention, ſoon after their 
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ubſtante of the _remon- 55 | 
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Burgoyne, Gen. copy of his * 
to Lieut. Col. Bun, dated at Sara- 
toga 1018021 

bis leiter to Lerda George 
Germain, dated from Quebec 470 

—— another; letter to the ſame, 

dated from Montreal 17% 

—— ſends another letter to the 
fame, dated from Skeenſborough 

473 

another letter to the . 

dated from Sarataga , 475 

another letter dated from Al- 
bany 479 

Burke, Mr. ſupports the motion to 
diſavow the commiſſioners? procla- 
mation 417 

— riſes in defence of the motion 

for the returns of the army 125 

— ſupports Mr. Fox's metion in 

behalf of the Roman Catholics 
131 

— ſpeaks on the affair of the Ad- 
mirals Keppel and Palliſer, as far 
as they related to the laws relative 
to the admiralty 139 

enters into an inveſtigation of 

the propriety of the conduct of the 


admiralty- board | 147 
enters into the debate on the 
army eſtimates 161 


upports Sir William Howe's 
motion for papers 242 
—— oppoſes the proſecution againſ: 
the rioters 246 
—— ſupports the propoſed 4 
tion in the new mutiny bill 48 5 
Burrell, Mr. approves of the 
poſed amendment to the ad ref 
on the King's ſpecch 18 
joins in the debate on the ar- 
; my eſtimates, | 161 


Cambell, Mr T. l . motion 
for an addreſs to the Ling on His 
ſpeech 3 

- ---- © Canada 
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Ounada paper? 470, &c. 
Exveridiſh, Lord John, expreſſes his 
'>forrow at the diſagreement be- 
22tween' the Admirals Keppel and 
Palliſer 130 
—— tepreſents' Lord Mulgrave's 
; opinion of the admiralty conſtitu- 
{highs as abſard'' 141 
Clarke, Sir P. J. oppoſes the report 
TIT the addreſs to the King on his 
—— ſupports the 1 motion for the re- 
turns of the army 128 
— on the admiſſion of members 
into the Houſe of Lords 174 
—— moves tor a call of the Houſe 


17 
— begs leave to bring in a bill 
againſt contractors 23 


attacks the diſpoſal of the con- 
tract to Mr. Fraſer 236 
— ſupports a propoſed alteration 


in the new mutiny bill 48 5 
Clements, Capt. his caſe ſtated by 
Sir William Meredith 177 


Coke, Mr. moves for the papers pu- 
bliſhed by the committioners in 
America 84 

—— moves for the diſavowal of the 

- commiſſioners' proclamation 105 

Congrels, their report on Gen, Bur- 
goyne's army 204 

Conolly, Mr. approves of the mo- 
tion for difavowing the commiſ- 
fioners* proclamation 107 

Contractors bill, debates thereon 

235 


Conway, Gen. mentions a few words 


relative to the character of Colo- 
nel Deſaguliers 
- deprecates the dire effects of 
the American war 
Court- martial bill, debates thereon 
234 
copy of the com- 
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Dartmouth, Earl of, bis letter to 
Lieut. Gen. Gage 263 | 
his letter to Gen, Howe 
256 | 

ſends another letter to the 


ſame 262 

another 286 

another 287 

— another 296 

another 303 
another 304 


Debate on the motion for an addreſs ö 
to the King on his ſpeech at the 
opening of the ſeſſion ; 2 

on the report! of the addreſs 

6 
on the motion for the wil | 

ly returns of the navy 83 

on the navy eſtimates 85 

on reſcinding the motion for 

the weekly returns of the navy 103 

on Mr. Coke's motion to diſ- 
avow the commiſſioners' proeſa- 
mation N 105 1 

——— on Col. Barr&'s molke for 
the returns of the ay 12 

— on the Roman ' Catholics 
paying double land-ka 130 

——— on the motion for an-addreſs | 
to order a court-martiat __ Sir I 
Hugh Palliſer 132 

on the army eſtimates 153 

—— on the admiſſion of members 
into the Houſe of Lords, &. 174 

— — on the ordinaries of the navy 

178 

— n Admiral Pigots modi | 
for a bill to oY Admiral Keppel 
on ſhore - 17180 

— — on the viddinnes® S „ 

on the new 9 220 
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1 agb Palliſer | 249 
| Sh rh the mutiny bill . 484 


Dempſter, Mr. if rank that no ar- 
j ments 'Tould procure a militia 
for Scotland 12 
. of thirty · one battalions 
«Tor the American campaign, 128 


4059 
— 1: of his Majeſty's troops; 
*Britiſh and foreign, for the cam- 

| I 
. 12 the ables ofthe abore 
| I 
| EW Mr. cloſes the "By on 
| "the motion for a court-martial on 
| "Six Hugh Palliſer I 50 
— oppoſcs the proſecution of 


the rioters 246 
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| 102 
e, Mr. (treaſurer of the navy) 
| endeavours to ſupport the proprie- 
ety of the navy eſtimates 8 
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oh joins in the debate on the army 
| <Sftimates 1 8 
peaks in upport ord1- 
$H vie er dd aby 180 


Mie Awerſcan campaign 1776, 276 
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Fox, | 
oman Catholics... 1-430 
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: —— attacks Lord Mulgrave S. no- 


tions of the admiralty,, conſtitu- 
tions 142 
— is againſt PRO _ war in 
America — 55 | 
— in the debates c — the. — | 
mates, replies to Gov. Johnſtone 
ſupports Gen. Howe' motion 
for pa 24 
— makes = motion for the difmil- 
ſion of Sir Hugh Palliſer 249 
and withdraws it 252 
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Gen. copy of his letter to the 
Earl of Dartmouth, 1 
ö Ll 

Gates, Major Gen. a —— 
between him and Lieut. Colonel 
Kingſton 1 0 4813 
Germain, Lord George, replies to 
ſome parts of Gen. Burgoyne s 
ſpeech 50 
— — replies to the accuſations 
made againſt him by Gen. Bur- 
goyne 75 
—— is called to order by Mr. 


Fox 77 
proceeds in ad reply to the 
General ib. 


replies to an attack made on 
him by Gen. Howe 112 
adverts to ſome matters re- 
lative to the northern expedition 
154 
nis circular letter to 2 
vernor of New York, &c. 201 


his letter to Gen. Howe 307 


another to the ſame 317 
—— another 32 
another 320 
another 327 
—cutof a letter to the ſame: 
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Germain, Lord George, his letter to 
"Gen. Howe a | "333 


. 2901 348 
—_ four other letters to the ſame 
<1 2 — 8 
cd othertetters' 365—367 
— other letters 380—384 


——— topy of a letter to che fame, 


marked Joparate 385 
2 — er letters to the ame 

. , 1 * 
adobe ſends a letter to r Guy 
Carleton 400 
— other letters to Sir William 
Howe 404—407 

- his letters to the ſame con- 
tinued 415—418 

| =—— ſends another letter to the 
ſame 423 
= another letter 434 
other letters 443—4 50 
—— e letters to the fame | 
90 | A 454—450 
— > dihis letters 460—463 
— other le ters 468—470 
Gordon, Lord George, oppoſes the 
- addreſs to his Majefty on his NE 


Gould; Mr. (judge advocate) farts 
1 matter relative to naval trials 


Grenville, Mr. moves for an 45 
ito the King on his ſpeech at the 
opening of the ſeſſion 75" 
Grenville, Mr. J. J. ſapports the 
motion for diſavowing the com- 


miffoners proclamation 111 
- 0 
Heath, Gen: his letter to Gen. vic 


goyne ; 214 
Hurley, Mr. Alderman, ſpeaks in 
2defence of the comrattors” 136 
Hartley, Mr. H. W. on 
*for the returns of the arm 
Hows,” Lord, approves the ad- 
Areſs to the King on kis eech 48 
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on the motion | 
"— 


: A 5 


Howe, Lord, ſeconds the motion 4 
à bill to try Admiral 
tore 18. 

—— 2 letter from Ria to; Mr. 
Stephens, dated off Billingport | 


his letter to Gov. Tryon, 
dated off Sandy-Hook 202 


tion for papers 24 
Howe, Sir William, accuſes the mi- 


niſtry of acting uncandidly by him 


111 


Keppel on 


ſupports his brother's mo- 


200 
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— ſtrongly urges the neceſſity of; | 


an enquiry into his conduct 159 
moves for letters that paſſed 
between himſelf and Lord George 
Germain 241 
—— his letter to the Earl of Dart- 
mouth, dated Boſton 2 
—ſends another letter to = 
ſame, marked /eparate 


another to the ſame, Fr 


from Boſton 2 
— another letter to the ſame, 
from the fame place _ 269 
copy of a ſepatats letter to 
the ſame. | 
another letter to the! f 


from Boſton. 
be Game, and- 


another to thi 
from the ſame 72 : 

another, marked Private 284 

another letter to the ſame, 


dated Boſton 288 
another to the ſame 291 
another 29 
— another, from the ſame place 
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another to the fame, dated 


'on board the CO in — 
> Lord THI 
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— his letter 


Germain, dated Halifax 
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Howe, Sir William, his letter to 
Lord George Germain, dated Sta- 
ten- Iſland 329 
—— another to the fame, from 
the ſame place | itt 32 
— another letter to the ſame 


335 
four ail to the ſame, 


from the ſame [ter 339—343 
— another letter to the ſame, 

dated Vork-Iſland 0 344 
— three others 346, 347 


other letters to the ſame 

353-364 
— letters continued 

79 
— — to the e 36 5 
another letter to the ſame, 
marked feerer 386 
—— — his letter to Sir Guy Carle- 
anton, dated New-York 389 
— ſends two other letters to 
Lord George Germain from the 


ſame place 390 — 397 
other letters 397— 100 
— Other letters 407—414 


mother letter to the ſame, 
dated from the head of the Elk 


rn 418 
— Aber to — ſame, from 
Dzthe ſame place 419 


publiſhes a — vie Bali 422 
ſends a letter to Lord George 
* Germain, dated German-Town 


20 ** 424 
— other lerters, . Phila- 
delphia 435—443 


=- other letters to mo ſame, 


trom the ſame place 3 3 
——— other letters 6—459 
———— other letters — rongh 


—ſupports a propoſed altera- 
tion in the mutinv bull 484 
— ſchedule of his correſpon- 
ag dence, as produced to the Houle 
Jof Commons 161% $89 
n, en f F. 433 
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e the Houſe b at Ei 
intended alteration in the mode of 
recruiting the land forces 220 
- riſes in ſupport of a parti- 
cular clauſe in his bill for that pur- 
. poſe 232 
9 in n ſupport of = 
mutiny bil 4384 


3 Gov. objects to Mr. 
. Wilkes's arguments in his review 
of the King's ſpeech  ' 30 
defends the conduct of the 
Britih commiſſioners i in 1 
3 
8 the 1 for 
diſavowing the commiſſioners 
proclamatien 1 118 
mentions ſeveral matters 
relative to America in the courſe 
of the debates on the army eſti- 
mate . 156 
—— replies to ſows remarks 
made by Mr. Burke in the above 
debate 164 
ſeconds Sir Will. Howe's 
motion for papers | 242 
Ireland, couverſation on the di- 
ſtreſſes of 218 
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Keppel, Admiral, juſtifies his con- 
duct on the affair of the __ of 


July 90 

diſapproves of relating pri- 
vate converſation between him 
and Admiral Palliſer 93 
juſtifies himſelf againſt the 
aſperſions of Sir Hugh 136 
copy of the admurgity-war- 
rant for his trial 22218 
Keppel, 


| WR. . ad it. Eon dime. ers 
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Keppel, Admiral, his letter to Mr. 
Stephens, relative to the trial of 


Admiral Palliſer 240 
rereives the thanks of the 
Houſe from the Speaker 247 
——— his anſwer thereto 248 


King's ſpeech ON the opening of — 
ſeſſion a 

— his 1 to * dddrots of the 
Houſe on that occaſion 82 


1 


Lid of the minority who voted for 


the motion for diſavowing the 


commiſſioners? proclamation 119 
—— of the commiſſariate appointed 
at the treaſury, in conſequence of 
the war in Ne 
an account of their pay I93 
— of commiſſaries in Canada 194 
— of perſons in the commiſſariate, 
under Daniel Weir, Eſq. with their 
pay 196 
Lowther, Sir James, joins in the 2 
bate on the admiſſion of members 
into the Houſe of Lords 175 
Lutwell, Mr. James, oppoſes the ad- 
dreſs to the King on his ſpeech 


14 
Luttrell, Mr. T. moves for the week⸗ 


I returns of the navy 83 
- rites in ſupport of the thong 
motion * 0 


moves for the trial of Sir 
Hugh Palliſer, but is called to or- 
der 


94 
accuſes Lord North of not 
having cleared up the Charge of 
.embezzlement | | 6 


replies to Lord Mulgrave i in 


the debates on the navy eſtimates 
| 101 
ſupports: his former' motion 
ce n returns of the navy 
105 


— moves fas: the trial of Sir 
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bate on the ordinaries of the — 
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——— complains of the” inciicaty 
of the hulk act 4233 
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Macdonald, Mr. * 269-4 the motion 
for difavowing the commiſſioners” 
proclamation _. 108 

Martin, Mr. oppoſes the new re- 
cruiting bill 225 

- declares his abhorrence 
the American war 22 

Maryland Journal, an extract there- 
from 420 

Mawbey, Sir Joſeph, confiders. the 
trial of Admiral Keppel as a pre- 
meditated ſcheme to ruin that Ad- 
miral 
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143 

moves for the commiſſion, 
appointing Lord George Germain 
ſecretary of ſtate, to be laid be- 
fore the Houſe 238 
Meredith, Sir William, ws 
conduRt of adminiſtration, with 
reſpe& to American meaſi'ires 44 
oppoſes the —— 
King on his ſpeech? | 1146 
endeavours to 3 
ters between the Admirals Keppel 


and Palliſer . gie 
condemns the conduct of 
Sir Hugh Palliſer 146 


recommends the with- 
drawing the woo from America 


| replies to Lord Molgra's 
in the debate on the army eſti- 


mates 1911 —. Y 
| ates the caſe of Capt. 
Clements 177 


— oppoſcs the proſecution ＋ 
the rioters * +8460 
Middleſex Election, Mr. Wilkes's 
annual motion concerning it 249 
Montagu, Mr. fupports the _— 
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| 2 Lord, riſes in r Fippart of of 
the navy eſtiwates oo 


— | oppoles the motion I the 
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— ſtates the conſtitution of 


: the admiralty- 138 
— quotes the affair of Mat- 
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North, Lord, ſupport the pawer of 
the admiralty- 0 
— in the debate on the army eſti- 
mates, replies to Goverß or John- 
ſtone A "2265 
— replies to Mr. Townſhend in 
the debate on the ordnance © 185 
replies to Sit John Wrourfley 
in the ſame debate 188 
—— oppoſes the motion for bring- 
ing in the bill againſt 1 9 gb 
2 
thinks Sir William Howe's 
motion for papers unneceſſary 242 
Nugent, Lot condemns the par- 
lamentary condu of Admiral Pal- 
3 134 
—— deſcribes the diſtreſſes of tre- 
land = | 176 
— moves for an account of the 
amount of merchandifes exported 
to Ireland, and of all imports 
from thence, for a certain time , 
21 
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Obſervations on the return of provi - 
we 1 in ſtore at Boſton, i in Nov. 
1775 73 
Onſlow, Col. jeins in the debate on 
the admiſſion of members into the 
Houſe of Lords | "75 
Onſlow, Mr. inſiſts on being hear 
in a matter of great importance 
130 
Ord, Mr. choſen chairman of the 
committee of ſupply, and ys 


and means 2 
brings up the Eſolutions re- 
ſpecting the ordnance ' 381 


brings up the report ef the re- 
cruiting bill 222 

Orders from Gen. Burgoyne to Lieut. 
Col. Bun 42¹ 

„e of the hary, debates there- 
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Pallifer, Admiral, pt to. juſtify his 
conduct on the 27th of July 92 
——=— accuſes Admiral Keppel with 
N perſing his character 
r further accuſes that Admiral 
of being the cauſe of our diſap- 
pointment 134 
— converſation between Lord 
Mulgrave and Mr. Fox, reſpe&- 
ing his trial 238 
— hy * to Mr. Stephens, 
requiring more time to prepare for 
his trial 4909 
——— Mr. Fox makes a motion tor 
| bis diſmiſfion from the navy 249 
and withdraws it 252 


Papers ; roduced in the Houſe, as 


639 -- 


Rex ort of the Congreſs on Oe. 
urgoyne's arm 204 

5 : " Lieut. Noble to __ | 

Gen. Phillips _—_ 

—— of the cargo of the 205 
Queen of Naples E 

Return of proviſions in Baton, in 
Nov. 177 | 

of the eff- Rive borſes, ently 

&e. in Boſton at the above time 2 4 

of the ſtores wanted for the 
ſervice of the engineer's 72750 

ment at Boſton 

Rigby, Mr. oppoſes the 
amendment in the addreſs 
King on his ſpeech * a 

Rous, Mr. ſpeaks in defence of the 
motion for diſavowing the commiſ- 
fioners* proclamation 118 


to t 


moved for by Gen. Hove 268. & c. 


Penton, Mr. deſends the preſent 
fate of the navy 14 
Pigot, Adm. recapitillates the public 
and private virtues of Adm. Kep- 
pel 137 
— — repreſents Lord Mulgrave's de- 
ſcription of the conſtitution of the 
edmiralty-board as ridiculous 150 
— moves for a bill to try Admiral 
Keppel on ſhore 180 


— * in a bill for that purpoſe 


191 

— gives his reaſons for, bringing 
in that bill 192 
Feu Mr, ſupports the motion for 
reſeinding the commiſſioners? pro- 


his ſpeech .6 5 
Vor. XI. | 
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Savile, Sir Ge Kean, the mo- 
tion for giving thanks to Admfral 
Keppel 233 

Sched\ ale of Sir William Howes 
reſpondence, as 1 
Houſe of B 

Shuldham, Lord, cenf. et 
liamentary conduẽt Sir 
Palhſer i 75 

Speaker of the Ae map 
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Stanley, Mr. ſupports the liggt 
for diſavowing the Wr 
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Botton, Sir Richard, confiders the 
power of the admiralty-board as 
merely miniſterial - | 
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FTonnage, return of, neceſſary for 
| tranſporting the troops, artillery, 
ſores, inhabitants, &c. at —_ 
S 2 
Tounſhend, Mr. T. propoſes an 
| amendment to the motion for an 
addreſs to the King ou his ſpeech 3 
—— Cloſes the debate on the above 
* motion 64 
— accuſes Lord North of turn- 
jung the moſt ſerious matters into 
©, = 102 
—— ſpeaks in ſupport of the mo- 
tion for the weekly returns of the 
navy | 5 104 
— riſes in ſupport of the motion 
for the returns of the army 123 
enters into the debate on the 
ordunance 182 
m— admoniſhes the Houſe to be- 
Ware of lofing Ireland as they bad 
America | 320 
Tryon, Gov. his letter to Lord 
Fr Howe, dated from New-York 203 
Torner, Mr. oppoſes Mr. Jenkin- 
| ſon's recruiting bill & 22 : 
— repeats his proteſt again 
| that bill | ö 232 
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the parliamentary couduct of dir 
Hugh Palliſer 135 

Wedcerburne, Mr. approves of the 
| motion for an addreſs to the King 
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144 


Walfingbam, Capt. R. B. cen'ures - 
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Wedderburne, Mr. oppoſes the mo- 
tion for diſavowing the commiſſio- 
ners' proclamation 117 

riſes in ſupport of the po- 

wer of the admiralty-board 149 

riſes to vindicate admini- 
tration from having any ſhare in - 
the proſecution againſt the rioters 

w_ 
Weir, Mr. commiſſar5-general, _ . 


tioned by Lord North, 189, and 
by Sir William Howe 190 
——— liſt of the perſons in the com- 
miſſariate under him 196 
Weſtcote, Lord, argues in ſupport 
of the mutiny bill 486 


Wilkes, Mr. takes a general view of 

the King's ſpeech, and cenſures it 

| 18 

—— makes his annual motion re- 
lative to the Middleſex election 

. 249 

Wrotteſley, Sir John, enters into the 

debate on the ordnance 186 

—  — recommends the ſtricteſt 

economy at the preſent time 189 
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Yonge, Sir George, approves of the 
motion for the papers publiſhed 
by the commiſſioners in America 


8 
—— ſupports the motion for a 
avowing the commiffianers? pro- 
clamation 118 
— propoſes excepting married 
men having three children in the 
recruiting — 3 222 
— gie his resſons for havin 
— aſſented to the hulk aa 
233 
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